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FOREWORD BY

THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL
AND FAO REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

As we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the partnership between the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the Republic of Korea, it is a
moment of profound pride and reflection. This milestone is a testament to the enduring
commitment, shared vision, and collaborative spirit that have characterized our partnership
since the Republic of Korea joined FAO on 25 November 1949.

Over the past seven and a half decades, FAO and the Republic of Korea have
worked hand in hand to tackle some of the most pressing challenges in eradicating hunger
and poverty, ensuring food safety, promoting sustainable agriculture and rural development
and addressing climate change in food and agriculture. This partnership has evolved and
strengthened through dynamic global changes, consistently striving to improve the lives and
livelihoods of countless people around the world.

Our partnership and cooperation have been marked by numerous achievements
and historical milestones that have left a permanent mark on global agricultural development.
From pioneering initiatives in sustainable agriculture, fishery and forestry to leading efforts
in food safety and climate resilience, the contributions of the Republic of Korea have
been crucial in advancing FAO’s mission. The innovative approaches and technological
advancements stemming from our partnership have set new standards in the food and

agriculture sector, inspiring Member Nations and global communities.



One of the key takeaways from our 75-year journey is the power of solidarity.
The progress we have achieved together stands as a beacon of what can be accomplished
when nations and organizations unite towards common goals. This anniversary not only
commemorates our past achievements but also serves as a springboard for our future
endeavors.

Looking ahead, FAO remains committed to furthering its partnership with the
Republic of Korea. We aim to continue addressing challenges, leveraging new opportunities,
and fostering innovation in agriculture and food systems. Our shared dedication to
achieving Zero Hunger, ensuring food security, and enhancing sustainable agrifood system
transformation with FAO’s aspiration of the Four Betters: better production, better nutrition,
a better environment, and a better life, leaving no one behind, will guide us in navigating the
complexities of the future.

In conclusion, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Republic of Korea for its
unwavering supportand invaluable contributions over the decades. This publication, featuring
the key historical milestones and highlights from our journey, is a tribute to our collective
efforts and a source of inspiration for the path forward. Together, we will continue to pave
the way towards a world free from hunger and malnutrition where food and agriculture
contribute to improving the living standards of all, especially the poorest, in an economically,

socially and environmentally sustainable manner.

Thank you.

Jong-Jin Kim
Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations



=
h

Mo
R
ﬂmg z_.o o_n o_o
o5 "3 == T
N 5 . w R
H J e} ‘m_u w__m &m O_E —_—
) [l 3
= m ok o ~ A iy
— o) — ) T M R h
s = N & 3 i)
-~ - no iy val & o )
N N- B ~ N R o oy ofi
P L s olJ qn = o R
17__0_ 7@“%4150 %o T
L= ™ T = T W o & 7o) N o
T o ] T Jns W o= i ™~ ol
P2 ] R o Gy - X <
jo ~ Wn_ =K = gl —_ A JE —_ ) ~ . <
o B ﬂHs il - ﬂﬂﬂﬂ_aﬁ
P ET w.%@@z@ :223
- }owogomﬁzl __Lomﬂq.wﬁ
" o i : N =2
Q@OW %Ag@uﬁ@qm awg7
* | Mo oz N ¥ o o <
h AT N oK N o T M 5 F 1_._n_H 5 of
ﬁ%% @WMW_LEﬁ%ﬂ ﬂr.%%ﬁ
Sl = N L,_*. MH S T = o T 7 I N
=T 7 N E S . T B K
T2 mwgﬂqﬂmje ﬂﬁmg
2N ai;%,jw BEF:
T i . X2 w R K " ok w T = o
o = L % = <~ = = < EL T 1T ol
2 = o W o oy X o P M oW
m.l\ ;0.._ ﬂ_l 0 .A _.ﬁ J ‘m.ro HME H—_E ~_O|ﬁ| ~ ﬂ:._ ﬂ m MA
T = ﬂHATH _@.ﬂ i qu T
~ o o J)) E ® T P o b a 2
=5 g mwm%$%% s
5 o 0 = N S — ol) o !
oW v ] AR I9) il
Lmonuw ﬂﬁoe,ndo_:_% %ﬂ%ﬂ
¥ @ﬂmaaww tLic
O_Z,qqﬂi;mﬁgw jf.r_%
ﬂ%amm@wguqumf%
%1a@Jm@Jﬂw_m3meﬂgdﬁ
mLar.OT o B - D 9 £ = = M-I
LAl o %L o2 o ™ R & 3 <
B L J)) £ ST T G2 = FoX . )
3 A oo &2 < = L)
zuyrbxl#gﬂuaﬁweﬂﬂj1
uiK %0 ey o|J A o e o X ol o i
= = - u LH I~ o7 90 = T To-
zxﬂwm%ﬂﬁgjﬁwm
Eﬁ%ﬁgwﬂﬂoﬂg
T E ¢ oEH o 0 W
ioﬂwn&ﬂgwo
o8 %cuL = T o LA o
X % L5
g =
N =~

vi



FE 295

O

-
3t

28] L7har, FAO2] 4t &

A A=

§, A% 7Ps gt

A

o2 FAQO] o

IL
E

o
—

o] F=

o tro.
= -

g

o

e},

5F

W

vii






CHAPTER1:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR ZERO HUNGER

Timeline of the Partnership between
FAO and the Republic of Korea

GDP per capita(1953): USD 67
Agricultural Mechanization(1965): 0 percent 1949 1950~58 1957
Growing Stock per ha(1953): 6 m®
Fisheries Production(1970): 935 461tonnes The Republicof FAOandthe Republic  The Korea FAO

Koreaisadmitted of Korea cooperate Association
to membership of within the is established.
FAO at the Fifth framework of
Session of the United Nations
the FAO Conference. Korean
Reconstruction
Agency.
1979 1970 1966 1962
The first project The Saemaul The Eighth FAO The first secondment
funded by the Republic  Movement begins.  Regional Conference  from the Republic
of Korea initiates. for Asiaand the Far of Korea to FAO
East takes place is dispatched.
in Seoul.
1991 1996 2010 2014
The Republic of Korea The Republic of Korea  The ThirtiethFAO  The first chair person
joins the United joins OECD. Regional Conference  from the Republic
Nations(UN). for Asia and the Pacific of Koreais appointed

takes place in Gyeongju. forthe International
Plant Protection

Convention.
PRESENT
GDP per capita(2023): USD 34121

Agricultural Mechanization (2023): 99.3 percent 2022 2019
Growing Stock per ha(2023): 172 m* )
Fisheries Production(2024): 3678 417 tonnes The XV World Forestry FAO Partnership and
Congressis held Liaison Officein
in Seoul. the Republic of Korea

is established.

Key milestones of the partnership

Endeavors of the partnership

Important events hosted in the Republic of Korea
Significant moments of the Republic of Korea
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CHAPTER1:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR ZERO HUNGER

Journey of Partnership and
Establishment of Korea FAO Association

The cooperation between the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO) and the Republic of Korea has evolved
through various collaborative efforts and agreements.

In 1949, the Republic of Korea joined FAO at the Fifth Session of
the FAO Conference (held from 21 November to 25 December
1949 in Washington, United States).

In 1952, 200 FAO experts visited the Republic of Korea to
draft a five-year plan for the revival and development of the

. , . Meeting between FAQ Director-General
Republic of Korea's agriculture. Binay Ranjan Sen and President Park

In 1953, FAO and the Republic of Korea signed the “Basic Chung-hee(1964)
Agreement on Technical Assistance”.

In 1957, based on FAO's field recommendations and the Sixth
FAO Conference resolutions, the “Korea FAO Association (KFA)’,
a legal entity of an FAO national committee, was established.
In 1960, FAO initiated the Freedom from Hunger (FFH)
campaign to increase public awareness of world hunger and
to coordinate actions to solve the problem. As part of the FFH
campaign, a simultaneous worldwide stamp was issued, and ONational Archives of Korea

the Republic of Korea participated by issuing its own stamp. FAOQ Director-General Binay Ranjan Sen visits
the Republic of Koreaand attends the signing
ceremony of the Nakdong River Basin
Comprehensive Development Project. FAO
funds USD 1.19 million for the project (1966)

Rk I E SRR

a4
&

68.5.3-7

%ﬁmﬁ«w&nm
SR R SRR NGB

M_ﬁlﬁﬂﬁiﬂ HAAZAG
FAO # H # &

NIV ¥TONAK KoUd HeaTzNd

©National Museum of Korean Contemporary History/

3 ‘_'ona| Musﬁmtiffqrfanf)onterﬂo: ;! ©KOREA POST Korea University
Five-year plan for the revival and Freedom from Hunger (FFH) stamp issued Freedom from Hunger (FFH)
development of the Republic of (1963) campaign poster (1968)

Korea's agriculture (1952)

BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER 3



CHAPTER1:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR ZERO HUNGER

FAO and the Republic of Korea's Collaborative Efforts
in Reconstruction and Agricultural Development

United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA): FAO, as one of the specialized UN agencies,
provided expertise and support to UNKRA, which operated from 1950 until its dissolution on 30 June
1958, aiding in the reconstruction of the Republic of Korea after the Korean War.

FAOQ's role and contributions under UNKRA were as follows:

Land Surveys: FAO conducted surveys to identify arable land suitable for agricultural development.

Soil Fertility Unit: FAO established units to enhance soil productivity, providing guidance and
conducting surveys.
Deep Sea Fishing Training Centre: FAO helped improve skills in the fishing industry by establishing

training centres.

Groundwater Irrigation: FAO assisted in projects to irrigate rice paddies using groundwater tubewells.

Industrial Development: FAO supported the rehabilitation of key industries, such as cement and glass
production, essential for agricultural and infrastructure development.

FAO worked under the umbrella of UNKRA to help the Republic of Korea rebuild its agricultural sector

and related industries. Their contributions were integral to the various reconstruction and development
projects aimed at revitalizing the Republic of Korea’s economy and infrastructure post-war.

Archives of Korea

UNKRA, in collaboration with FAO, UNKRA invites agricultural experts from
implements a five-year agricultural revival around the world for consultation (1952)
programme in the Republic of Korea.

The UNKRA team visits a Korean market

to inspect different grades of rice (1952)

©National Archivet

FAQ delegations examine various types of
rice at the Suwon Experimental Farm(1952)

UNKRA Nakdong River Basin survey
team hangs up its sign at the launch
ceremony (1966)
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CHAPTER1:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR ZERO HUNGER

Overview of Implemented FAO Projects
in the Republic of Korea

- Horticultural Production

- Barley Processing and Utilization

- Olive Production
Agriculture - veterinary Services

P - Rehabilitation of Irrigation and Drainage

S L4
- -
L4 S

A - Plant Germplasm Resources

- Sericulture

- Pest Management

- Microbial Cell Bank

- Agricultural Use of Coastal Reclaimed Land

:0
0

- Coastal Reclamation
- Viticulture Technology and Development

Food

- Storage of Fruit and Vegetables
- Post-Harvest Storage

- Apiculture Development

- Pollinators

Fisheries

- Maintenance and Repair of Fishing Boat Engines

>

Forestry

- Plant Quarantine

- Plant Protection and Quarantine Services

- Cut-Flower Development for Small-Farming
- Production of Quality Seed for Reforestation

BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE TOGETHER
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CHAPTER 2:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION

The Republic of Korea’s Assessed Contributions
and Support to FAO

gth

Largest Assessed
Contributor
in 2024

7 561

Times
Increased

12000 000 3T 25%
10000 000 2.0%
8000000 / 5,
6000000

1.0%

4000000 /
/ 0.5%
2000000 / I
|

1500 0.0%
1949 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
mmm Amount of Contribution (USD) — Percentage of Contribution

Having joined FAO as a recipient country in 1949, the Republic of Korea’s assessed contribution to
FAO was only 0.26% until 1993 and the contribution was significantly increased when the Republic of
Korea joined the United Nations in 1991. Now, as a major G-20 economy and a dedicated FAO resource
partner, the Republic of Korea has steadily increased its financial support, adding key values to the
FAO’s Strategic Framework and FAO programmes and projects.

Over the years, the Republic of Korea has been the ninth largest contributor to FAO (assessed), marking
2.57% in 2024-2025 out of total contributions. The Republic of Korea’s valuable contributions have
been spanning all of FAO’s areas of work, enabling inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems,
marking forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable, helping to eliminate hunger, food
insecurity, and malnutrition.

BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER 7



CHAPTER 2:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION

The Republic of Korea’s Commitment to Agriculture
(Ongoing Projects in 2024)

80+

Beneficiary
Countries

10+

Resource
Partners

25+

Project
Numbers

90M+ 7+

Funding Secondement

- Building Climate Resilience in Rural Communities of Central Eastern
Guatemala
- Adaptation of Rural Communities to Climate Variability and Change to
Improve Their Resilience and Livelihoods in Guatemala
- Integrated Programme for Climate Resilience and Empowerment in
Agl"iCU|tUre Attapeu Province, Lao PDR-Building Climate-Resilient and Eco-Friendly
Agriculture Systems and Livelihoods in Attapeu
- Enhancing the Resilience of Vulnerable Refugees and Host Communities
-Increasing Agricultural Productivity through Enhanced Post-harvest
Management Capacity

- Support to Agriculture and Agribusiness Enterprises in Mindanao for
Sustainable Development

- Capacity Development and Experience Sharing for Rice Value Chains
through South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC)

- Smart Farming for the Future Generation

- Green Jobs for Rural Youth Employment

8 BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER



CHAPTER 2:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION

The Republic of Korea's Commitment to
Food, Fisheries and Forestry (Ongoing Projects in 2024)

- Empowering Low Income Countries to Leverage One Health to Improve
Food Safety and Fair Trade
Food - Food Security and Resilient Livelihoods Project for the Most Vulnerable
Rural Families in Myanmar
- Implementation of CodexStandardsto Support Containmentand Reduction
of Foodborne Antimicrobial Resistance
- Strengthen Capacity to Control African Swine Fever and other High
Impact Transboundary Animal Disease in Asia

- Safequarding Food Security and Livelihoods of the Most Vulnerable
Populations in Cabo Verde in the Face of the Triple Crisis

- Promotion of Responsible Fisheries Management
- Sustainable Fish Value Chains for Small Island Developing States
- FAO Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA) Implementation Support

Fisheries

Project
- Global Training Programme in Support of the Implementation of the PSMA
- Fisheries Co-management Capacity Development for Blue Communities:
Sustainable Fisheries and Diverse Livelihoods
- Development of the Aquaculture Co-management System for Sustainable

Aquaculture
-Smart and Sustainable Aquaculture through Effective Biosecurity and
Digital Technology

Forestry
- Implementation of the Forest and Landscape Restoration(FLR)Mechanism

- Technicaland Policy Guidance Regarding FLR and Sustainable Landscape
Management

0 - Assuring the Future of Forests with Integrated Risk Management (AFFIRM)

- Development of the Soil Atlas of Asia and National Soil Information Systems

BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER 9



CHAPTER 2:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION

The Republic of Korea’s Key Contributions
and Leadership Roles

5+

Leadership
Roles

34+

FAO
Sessions

13+

FAO
Councils

-1949: Joined FAQ at the Fifth Session of the FAO Conference

-1950: Joined the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission

-1952: Joined the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission

-1964: Joined the Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural Statistics
-1981: Joined the Asia and Pacific Plant Protection Commission

-1951~2019: Participated in FAO Conference Sessions, 34 times

-1996: Delivered a keynote speech at the World Food Summit in Rome

-2000~2001: Participated in the Finance Committee

-1965~2026: Joined FAO Council in 1965 and served as a member 13 times
consecutively since 1989

Key Engagements and
Contributions

- 2014~2017: Chaired International Plant Protection Convention

-2014~2016: Vice-Chaired Committee on Fisheries

-2015~2017: Chaired FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture

-2017~2020: Hosted and Chaired Codex Alimentarius Commission Task Force
on Antimicrobial Resistance

-2018~2020: Chaired Committee on Forestry

Leadership Roles and
Chairmanships

The Republic of Korea delegations participate
The Republic of Korea delegation attends in a commemorative tree-planting ceremony
the Tenth FAO Conference Session (1959) at the Fifth World Forestry Congress(1969)

‘D:t@l‘e—rﬁstory
Prime Minister Lee Soo-sung of the Republic of Minister Yoo Jeong-bok, elected as
Korea attends the World Food Summit held Chairperson of the FAQ Asia-Pacific Region,
in Rome and delivers a keynote speech (1996) delivers his acceptance speech (2010)

10 BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER



CHAPTER 2:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION

The Republic of Korea's Engagement in
Hosting FAO Policy Dialogues and Commitments

6+

Hosting
Cities

10+

Times
Hosted

- The Eighth Regional Conference for Asia and the Far East (1966)
- The Twenty-Eighth Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission (1996)
- The Nineteenth Session of the Asia and Pacific Commission
on Agricultural Statistics (2002)
- The XV World Forestry Congress (2022)

FAOQ Director-General Qu
Dongyu delivers remarks

The Republic of Korea hosts the
Eighth Regional Conference for

Asiaand the Far East in Seoul,

and President Park Chung-hee

of the Republic of Korea attends
T the conference (1966)

at the XV World Forestry
Congress (2022)

The Twelfth International .\
Plant Protection
Convention (2017)

= ~ @Foodnews,
The Republic of Korea hosts
the Twelfth IPPC in Incheon
(2017)

The Sixteenth Asia and
Pacific Plant Protection
Commission (1989)

2020,
New York, USA: United Nations. Modified by the author to focus on the
Republic of Korea.

Disclaimer:

\ Seoul

The Seventh Session

of the Ad hoc Codex
Intergovernmental Task
Force on Antimicrobial
Resistance (2019)

CO JE

incheon Pyeongchang

Gyeongju

CODE. W
FA R G

The Republic of Korea hosts
the Seventh Session of the Ad
hoc Codex Intergovernmental
Task Force on Antimicrobial
Resistance in Pyeongchang
(2019)

L

The Thirtieth Asia-Pacific
Forestry Commission
Meeting (2010)

President Lee Myung-bak
delivers remarks at the
Thirtieth Asia-Pacific Forestry
Commission Meeting (2010)

of any country, territory, city or area or of
thorit i 0

not yet be full agreement.

- Thirty-First Asia-Pacific Fishery
Commission (2009)

- Twenty-Eighth Asia and Pacific Plant
Protection Commission (2013)

Thes28'" APPPC
s

The Republic of Korea hosts
the Twenty-Eighth Asia and
Pacific Plant Protection
Commission (2013)

BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER T




CHAPTER 2:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION

Supporting FAO Key Initiatives

The Hand-in-Hand Initiative (HIHI)

The Hand-in-Hand Initiative (HIHI) supports implementations of nationally
T led programmes to transform agrifood systems by eradicating poverty
Ih =| [ (SDG1), ending hunger and malnutrition (SDG 2), and reducing inequalities
\ / (SDG 10). It employs advanced geospatial modeling, analytics, and strong
partnerships to boost market-based agrifood transformations, raise

H and - i n- H an d incomes, improve nutrition, and enhance climate resilience.
In Itl at | ve Leveraging the Republic of Korea’s expertise in agriculture and technology,
FAO and the Republic of Korea hosted the HIH Investment Forum,
recognizing the Republic of Korea’s dynamic trade and market expansion

within the agrifood value chain.

1000 Digital Village Initiative (DVI)

The 1 000 Digital Village Initiative (DVI) targets villages worldwide to
promote digitalization in rural areas. A “Digital Village” enables residents
to harness digital innovations and technologies to improve their economic
livelihoods, individual well-being and social cohesion through better
-- connectivity. FAO promotes digital innovation to support inclusive,
~ \ﬁ gender-sensitive rural development and sustainable agrifood system

transformation, aligned with Agenda 2030.
Leveraging the Republic of Korea’s expertise in smart farming, the Republic

of Korea’s Smart Farm Innovation Valley (SFIV) was established through
collaboration between central and local governments, synergizing with
private companies and research institutes.

One Country One Priority Product Initiative (OCOP)

The One Country One Priority Product (OCOP) Initiative aims to transform
agricultural systems by promoting unique products linked to their
geography and culture. It enhances food production efficiency, reduces
environmental and social impacts, maximizes benefits for farmers and food
value chain sectors, and promotes diversified food habits for better food
security and nutrition. More than 20 countries provide solutions, over 80
countries host initiatives, and over 2 000 experts support in the field. FAO
facilitates dialogue among governments, institutions, CSOs, and private
One Country sectors, providing a cooperation framework, mobilizing resources, and
One Priority Product raising visibility.
Leveraging the Republic of Korea's best practices and lessons learned,
a research project was conducted in collaboration with a university in
the Republic of Korea. The research analyzed the Republic of Korea’s
strategies on agriculture and rural development, producing a case book
and sharing key outputs with communities.

12 BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER



CHAPTER 2:

WORKING TOGETHER FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION

Supporting FAO Key Initiatives

Modified by the author to focus on the Republic of Korea.

Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS)

Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) are agroecosystems
inhabited by communities that live in a unique relationship with their territory.
These resilient systems are characterized by remarkable agrobiodiversity,
traditional knowledge, invaluable cultures, and landscapes. They are sustainably
managed by farmers, herders, fisherfolk, and forest people, contributing to
their livelihoods and food security. Through the GIAHS Programmes, FAO
has designated over 80 sites worldwide. As shown on the left, seven sites
have been designated in the Republic of Korea. Additionally, the Republic of
Korea’s stakeholders have held various meetings and workshops to enhance
understanding of GIAHS and their contribution to sustainable agrifood
systems.

Leveraging the Republic of Korea’s expertise, a review of the legal and policy
frameworks supporting GIAHS was conducted, resulting in a publication to
guide other communities in creating similar support measures. Additionally,
the Nationally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems programme recognizes

and supports significant agricultural heritage within the country.

CACH =30

Kimchi (2001)
Ginseng(2015)
Seaweed (2017)
Gochujang (2020)

Soybean paste (Doenjang)(2021)

Codex Alimentarius

The Codex Alimentarius (Latin for Food Code) is a collection of standards,
guidelines, and codes of practice adopted by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission (CAC). Established by FAO and WHO, CAC aims to protect
consumer health and promote fair food trade. Codex standards ensure
food safety and facilitate trade. The 188 Codex members develop science-
based recommendations covering areas such as animal feed, antimicrobial
resistance, biotechnology, pesticides, and contaminants.

Leveraging the Republic of Korea’s expertise, FAO and the Republic of Korea
signed the Collaborative Agreement and Contribution Agreement to enhance
the facilitation of food safety and international food trade. Various technical
meetings were held to share examples and gain insights on scaling and
replicating standard practices in other member countries.

GREEN
CITIES

INITIATIVE

Green Cities Initiatives (GCI)

FAO’s Green Cities Initiative (GCI) aims to improve urban environments and
positively impact 1 000 cities worldwide by 2030. GCI promotes urban and
peri-urban forestry and agriculture, sustainable ecosystem management, and
circular economy practices to enhance resilience, health, and well-being of
urban dwellers, supporting sustainable urban development. GCI assists cities
in developing tailored strategies to integrate green practices, benefiting urban
areas with diverse environmental, socio-economic, and health improvements.
Leveraging the Republic of Korea’s expertise, FAO and the local governments
of the Republic of Korea will accelerate the promotion of GCI concepts
and implement strategies to share how the cities of Republic of Korea have
successfully transformed into greener environments. Best practices and
lessons learned from these transformations will be shared with other Member
States.

BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER 13



CHAPTER 2:
WORKING TOGETHER FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRIFOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION

The Republic of Korea’s Commitment to
Supporting FAO Human Resources

312

Affiliated
Workforce

First hired:
- Staff (P5): 1962

- Consultant: 1980
- Secondee: 2007

600
500
400
300
200
100 4__”’,,——”-----
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
—— Staff = Affiliated Workforce

* Affiliated Workforce includes Consultants, Secondees, Interns, and Volunteers.

14 BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER
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CHAPTER 3:
WORKING TOGETHER TO ENABLE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

FAO Partnership and Liaison Office
in the Republic of Korea

240+

15+

Knowledge
Sharing
Materials

Media
Coverage

50+

Youth
Engagement

30+

Capacity
Development
Programmes

The FAO Partnership and Liaison Office (PLO) in the Republic of Korea was established in July 2020 and
lunched in April 2021 in Seoul to enhance FAO and the Republic of Korea’s partnership. PLO collaborates
with the partners of the Republic of Korea to develop projects in food, agriculture, fisheries, and
forestry, aiming to achieve Zero Hunger, eradicate poverty, and enhance global food security.

PLO fosters partnerships across public and private sectors, academia, civil society, and NGOs,
facilitating exchanges on food security governance, policy frameworks, technology transfer, training,
and research. It also improves access to data and information in agriculture, forestry, and fisheries.

PLO advocates for FAO’s flagship initiatives, supports agrifood, forestry, and fisheries development,
and has organized over 200 events, producing numerous promotional publications acknowledged by
the media.

PLO is committed to advancing FAO and the Republic of Korea’s partnership to achieve the shared
mission. Additionally, PLO works closely with government bodies, the private sector, civil society,
academia, NGOs, agricultural organizations, and international organizations to tackle global issues
related to agrifood systems. Through inclusive partnerships, PLO aims to share expertise, align
priorities, and drive the transition to sustainable agrifood systems. By promoting sustainable
agricultural practices and supporting community-led initiatives, PLO continues to foster positive

impact and meaningful change.

Tl
|

— ©aflnews

Opening of the FAQO Partnership and Liaison Office in the Launching ceremony of the FAQO Partnership and Liaison
Republic of Korea(2019) Office in the Republic of Korea (2021)

16 BUILDING ABETTER FUTURE TOGETHER



CHAPTER 3:
WORKING TOGETHER TO ENABLE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

FAQ's Strategic Framework and Ways Forward
through Partnership with the Republic of Korea

Since 2010, all of FAO’s work has been guided by a Strategic Framework prepared for a period of ten to
fifteen years, reviewed every four years. The FAO’s Strategic Framework 2022-2031 was developed in
response to major global and regional challenges, including the COVID-19 pandemic. It aims to support
the 2030 Agenda by transforming agrifood systems to be more efficient, inclusive, resilient, and
sustainable. This transformation focuses on better production, better nutrition, a better environment,
and a better life, leaving no one behind.

Since the Republic of Korea joined FAO, the organization has been a steadfast partner in supporting the
Republic of Korea’s efforts to eradicate hunger and poverty. With FAO's technical support, the Republic
of Korea has made significant progress in agriculture, fisheries, forestry, and food sectors, achieving
food security and improving rural livelihoods.

FAO played an instrumental role in assisting the Republic of Korea in overcoming challenges,
particularly by building resilience in the aftermath of the Korean War. FAO supported reconstruction
efforts, ensuring sustainable agricultural production and improving nutrition. As the Republic of Korea
has evolved into a strong supporter of FAO’s mandates, this partnership remains vital for achieving
the common goal of Zero Hunger world. Over time, the Republic of Korea has transitioned from a
recipient country to a key resource partner, becoming one of FAO’s top 10 contributing members.
The Republic of Korea’s financial, technical, and human resource support has been essential for FAO’s
programmes, including global standard-setting bodies like Codex Alimentarius, the International Plant
Protection Convention and others. Additionally, the Republic of Korea has been actively involved in FAO
governance, serving on important committees and hosting key FAO meetings, further strengthening
global food security.

Despite significant progress, many challenges remain—between 691 and 783 million people still lack
access to sufficient food, and rising food prices, climate change, and global pandemics continue to
pose difficulties worldwide. In this context, the expertise and solutions that FAO and the Republic of
Korea have developed together are more important than ever, especially for vulnerable communities
in developing countries.

Looking ahead, the 75th Anniversary celebration of FAO and the Republic of Korea's partnership will
mark another important milestone. It will reaffirm the joint commitment of FAO and the Republic of
Korea to achieving Zero Hunger and inspire future efforts. Together with other FAO Member States,
the Republic of Korea will continue to work toward realizing the FAO’s Strategic Framework 2022-2031
and supporting the 2030 Agenda, with a focus on the Four Betters: better production, better nutrition,
a better environment, and a better life, leaving no one behind.

FAO will continue to apply and share the Republic of Korea's successful experiences in social and

economic transition with the global community. FAO is committed to working with the Republic of
Korea to achieve common goals and deliver the aspirations outlined in the FAO’s Strategic Framework.
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CHAPTER 3:

WORKING TOGETHER TO ENABLE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

FAQ's Strategic Framework and Ways Forward
through Partnership with the Republic of Korea

<FAQ’'s 4 Betters >

N

BETTER PRODUCTION

Ensure sustainable consumption and production
patterns, through efficient and inclusive food and
agriculture supply chains at local, regional and
global level, ensuring resilient and sustainable
agrifood systems in a changing climate and
environment.

End hunger, achieve food security and improved
nutrition in all its forms, including promoting
nutritious food and increasing access to healthy
diets.

BETTER ENVIRONMENT

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of
terrestrial and marine ecosystems and combat
climate change (reduce, reuse, recycle, residual
management) through more efficient, inclusive,
resilient and sustainable agrifood systems.

Promote inclusive economic growth by reducing
inequalities (urban/rural areas, rich/poor countries,
men/women).

HR0 GOOD HEALTH
HUNGER. ANDWELL-BEING

Quaury
EDUCATION

GENDER

1 ]
POVERTY. EQUALTY

° oo o

FAO and the Republic of Korea will continue boosting solutions to enhance
the better production, focusing on local farmers and local consumers and
promoting free and transparent trade. FAO and the Republic of Korea will
jointly share the Republic of Korea's experience in developing digital and
smart farming technology with the international community to ensure
sustainable food system transformation, enhance yield in high returns,
and produce abundant nutritious food for all.

BETTER NUTRITION

FAQO and the Republic of Korea will continue promoting a safe and healthy diet,
contributing to transforming into healthier, more sustainable and equitable
food systems. FAO and the Republic of Korea in cooperation with various
partners, stakeholders, communities, and actors, will ensure accessing
healthy food and diets for the communities in developing countries.

FAO and the Republic of Korea will continue developing solutions that
can contribute to restoring degraded ecosystems. FAO and the Republic
of Korea will urgently and jointly accelerate climate actions, developing
and implementing tailored-policies, scaling finance, deploying advanced
technology, which will ensure environmental protection for enhancing
sustainable food system transformation.

BETTER LIFE

FAO and the Republic of Korea will be fully committed to ensuring
equitable and inclusive sustainable food system transformation, inviting
every actor and constituency including children, youth, women and
vulnerable groups and empower them. FAO and the Republic of Korea will
continue promoting the solidarity in every aspect at all levels in order to
safeguard food security for all.
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AND SANITATION

§99

<&

Looking forward, as the global communities request expertise,
experience, and solutions like what FAO and the Republic
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of Korea have achieved successfully together over the last
decades, FAO and the Republic of Korea's unwavering joint
commitments to sharing experience, achieving Zero Hunger
and aspiring for the future endeavor will never end. FAO
and the Republic of Korea's amazing partnership will even

5‘“’3 become stronger from now on, and will continue to improve

% ¥ . 0 .

‘s the status of the global food security, ensuring no one is left
THE GLOBAL GO
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