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OPENING OF THE SESSION 

The Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF) held ih ]'ourth Session 
from 8 to 11 October 1974 at FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy. The session was attended by 
the represerrtatives of 18 members of the Commi·ttee; by observerra from one other FAO Member 
Nation, by a repreaEmta·tive of the United Nations, and by observers from two international 
organizationa. A l:1.1,rt of delegatea an.cl obse:l'."Vers is given in Appendix B to this report. 

2 The officers were those elected at the Third Session of the Co1nmittee, with Mr0 E. 
Ba,yagbona (Nigeria) in the chair., 

3 The participants we1"e addressed by the Chairman and welcomed on behalf of the Director-
General by Mr. F.E. Popper, Assistant Director-General (Fiaheries)~ The texts of their 
addresses are reproduced as Appendices C and D to this reporte 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

4 The Committee adopted the agenda ahown in Appendix A; the documents which were before 
the Committee are listed in Appendix E. 

STATE OF THE STOCKS 

5 The Committee examined the state of the stooks in the light of the findings of i·hs 
Working Party on Resources Evaluation, presented in the report ( document CECAF/74/4). It 
noted that, although the knowledge on resources potentials has made significant progress, 
unavailability and inacouraoy of basic statistical and biological data have prevented the 
assessment of varioua stocks wi·th tha precision required for the provision of speoifio 
advice on management aotione. 

6 The Committee noted that the rate of exploitat:l.on of the resources as a whole tended 
to level off between 1970 and 1972. 'I'his trend is more marked for ·the pelagic resources in 
the northern sub-tropical aree,0 Al'though already high1y exploited, at least some stooks 
such as the sa1'dinella and hor1:1e me,okerel should be large enough to suR'hiin some increase 
in the oe;boh. 

7 The Commit'i;el'l! dhrn1asecl the more state of demen:1al stooke in the same area. 
It took note that, in ·the light of statiatios available for raoent years ancl findings of 
some trawling surveys, the hake stooke are .ta:r&r,~t'h-~,11m ·to about ·twice-than they 
have been estimated pr.ev:J"ously; however, the Mau1°:Uanian and stocks-the larger 
ones-seem to ba exploi'ted at an excessive level® Only ·the hake is likely· 
to produce higher yielfl, though rela:tively amall in absolute terma. Recerrt data. reviewed 
by ·the Working agre,e u:IJ;h the oonclmlion made ·thlEl f3'tate of full ex-
ploite,ct:i.on. of !'le&. 

8 The state of cephalopods g:lves r:i.se ·to mo:i.0 e conoe;rrl., Scd.entiErts present at the aeasion 
r~mw.lyzed the state of cepha,lopod .rtocks in ·the Saha,ra and Verde coastal d:l:visions in 
the light _of the availability of more accurate oa,toh and effort de:ta rece:i:rtly collected for 
·the Spaniah fishery. The assessment Jll!?,de is as F ·to this report. It was 
felt that this n.nalysis gins a fa,ir p:-i.crture of the presen:t s·te:te of the oephalopod stook1,Jm 
On the bads of <ll:l,ta ::rev:i.ewed i't seEims ·tli~t a,fter 1970/71 'i;he produo·tion of the varioua 
cephalopod a·tookl"I ch1orec,,secl in :response to in'Gli,lllaif'ied fishing i,,~d that 1,1,ey inorease in 
fishing effort will be detrimental to the well=being of stooks and fiaheries@ Since the 
da:ta e:va,ilei,ble e~d oalculat:lons made ooi1ld not be d:i.scussed b;r ao:tentiirta and administrators 
of all the intereatecl countries, the Committee feH th8:t it oould not, at this meeting, make 
e,ey reooromendation :for ·the of suoh stooks., into oonsid­
er1:ivtion the ava:Hable eddenoe,it oalled the a'ttention of ·the various ocmntries fishing 
these stocks, including the coastal countries pa:r0 tioipat:l.ng under various arrangemen·ta in 
'their u:tiliza,tion, to the deairabilit;r to any fu:r:t.h~r in1:n:aa.rJe in fishing for 
oeplw.lopods in 'the Sf'l.he>,l'a ancl Cape V'erd.e ooa1,rte1,l d:l:v::l,siom1,. 
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tional reEJee,roh progx·ammes. It ia esse:il'tial to mcmitor, through routil:1e seJupling of com­
mercial catches, Jchc size and ag'el oompositicms of stocks of major importance, as well as 
·to undertake special biological investigations (selectivity, stock ide11tification/distri­
bution studies, etc.) req_<1.ired for 1:rtock assessment purposes. Since the goal is to evaluate 
particular stocks, the proper breaking down of data by major species, CECAF divisions and 
main fisheries is vital® In this context, it was noted that in view of the rapid changes 
in stock distribution in some areas, species composition of catches should be routinely 
recorded in the reduction fisheries® The possibility of embarking scientists or technicians 
from coastal countries on board foreign vessels in order to facilitate collection of star 
tistical and biological data was also referred to® One delegation mentioned that material 
ensuring proper and rapid identification of species of commercial interest is of prime im­
portance for data collection. Effort should be directed towards the early preparation and 
publication by FAO of a set of species identification sheets similar to that alread,y avail­
able for the Mediterranean. 

18 The Committee also stressed the need for adopting a uniform system for collection and 
reporting of biological data to facilitate the pooling of national data of regional rele­
vance during the data processing phase at the regional level. Also underlined were the 
tasks of national correspondents to the Working Party on Resources Evaluation: 

( i) Strengthening national programmes 

( ii) The progressive introduction and firm e1,rtablishment of the regional 
statistical and biological systems 

(iii) Ensuring smooth and prompt reporting to the regional statistical 
service 

Some countries have not yet appointed their correspondents a:nd they were requested to do so 
as soon as possibleo 

19 Finally, recognizing that ·the a(Yt of fishi:ng carries with it the responsibility for 
supplying information necessary for the proper development and management of regional re­
sources, there was general acceptance by all participants to make a full contribution to­
wards the prompt supply of all relevant flta,tistics em biological datao 

MEASCJRE3 FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND RATION.AL U'J.1ILIZA'l'ION 
OF 'IBE FISHERY RESOURCES IN 'I'HE CECAF AREA 

20 The Committee noted tha,t the activities of its Working Party on Resources Evaluation 
had shown that savera,l s'c;ocks in the CECAF' area had been heavily explo:i.ted, and that it 
would be necessacy to consider measures to ensu1•e the :f'utm.'e pros-
perity of the fisheries on these stocks® Specific concern was over the stocks 
of sea-breams and cephalopods in the northern part of the It also took note of 
the general p1•ocedures requi:l:"ed. for determining and impleme:nting action as set 
out in CIDAF/74/60 

21 It was agreed that foui~ stages were involved: 

(i) The preparation of soientifio advice on the status of the stocks 

(ii) 'rhe a:nalysis of ,Ghe effects of different management actions 

(iii) The choice of management action 

(iv) The implementation of these actions 

Of these (i), and probably also (ii), could properly be handled by the Working Party on 
Resources Evaluation, (iii) by one or other of the sub-committees, while (iv) was a matter 
for national action. 



22 Thei•e was some discussion on the frequency of meetings of these bodies.. While it was 
impoi·tant that this subject should be kept under regular review, meetings should not be held 
unless there were substantive matters to dismiss .. Although it would be, in prinoiple, desir­
able for the Working Party on Resources Evaluation to meet annually, these meetings should 
not be held until sufficient new data have been compiled .. It was also felt that attenda.noe 
at this a,nd other subsidiary bodies of CECAF would be facilitated if they were held at the 
same time as the main sessions of the Committee .. 

23 'I'he Committee stressed that the essential basis for all this work was the routine 
statistical and related data, and the highest priority should be given to improving the 
data supply. In addition, other methods of assessing stocks, such as the use of commercial 
or research vessels for surveying, should be utilized .. At the same time it was stressed 
that since management action was simpler, more effective and less painful if introduced 
early, inadequacies in the data should not be used as an excuse for postponing consideration 
of action. 

24 The Committee noted that while the only measure so far recommended had been a minimum 
mesh size for hake and sea-bream, other measures should be considered. The Working Party 
on Resources Evaluation should examine the effects of similar regulations on croaker stocks, 
for possible adoption by national governments in respect of the various local fisheries. 
Doubts were expressed on the usefulness of mesh regulations for cephalopods because of the 
wide range of the selectivity curve, and it was believed that other measures, possibly 
including the closure of spawning grounds, would be more effective. It is likely that suf­
ficient information could be made available, particularly from the activities of Japanese 
scientists, to make assessment of the effects of specific closures, and this assessment 
should receive early attention from the Working Party. 

PROJECT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF FISHERIES 
IN THE EASTERN CENTRAL ATLANTIC 

25 The Chairman reviewed the aims of OECAF and stressed the importance of the proposed 
project for development of fisheries in the area. A~er some introductory observations 
by the Project Manager, an account was given of progress during the preparatory phase of 
the project and the future trends of its activities. These related to the finalization 
of the Project Document, its submission to UNDP and the importanoe of donor contributions 
to the Programme. The Programme Leader for the main phase of the project was introduced 
to the Committee who weloomed his appointment and wished him success in hie assignment. 
The Committee was advised that during the preparatory phase reports on joint ventures, 
statistics and biological data, and research in the CECAF area were being prepared. 

26 A summary was then made of the types of activities expected to be financed by external 
donors: 

( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Bioacoustic surveys for the evaluation of fish stock abundance of less­
known areas, such as from Nigeria/Cameroon to Angola and from Gambia to 
Liberia 

Pilot projects planned as demonstrations of commercial feasibility of 
fish culture in brackish coastal lagoons 

Promotion of artisanal fisheries through developing and introducing new 
types of efficient inshore motorized fishing boats; through improving 
fishing gears, fishing techniques, fish processing, distribution and 
commercial operations 

Demonstration of major fishing methods by chartered small fleets of 
modern fishing vessels 



(5) Improvement of managemen·t capabilities it1 selao'ced fishery industries by 
short-term exchange of managers of different the 
coastal countries of the CECAP area and donor countries 

(6) Specialized fishery training in the form of refresher courses, seminars 
and workshops for intermediate and senior levels, coordinated on a re­
gional or sub-regional basis and embracing such fields as resource eval­
uation, fishery management and development ple.,nning, fish technology and 
marketing 

27 A number of countries reiterated their willingness to provide assistance in the imple­
mentation of the Projeote Specific examples of the types of assistance envisaged were 
given by delegates from Canada, Cuba, France, Italy, Japan, Korea ,Republic of), Norwaur, 
Poland, Spain and the U.S.A., and the Committee was informed of possible U.S.SoR. assistance. 

28 Arising from discussions on endorsement of the Project Document, some delegates drew 
attention to the importance of having counterparts collaborating with the project as an 
obligation of recipient countries. They were informed that, in fact, counterpart training 
had been included in the proposals for external :funding. 

29 The representative of Senegal confirmed the willingness of his country to have the 
project based in Dakar. 

30 The Committee endorsed the report of the First Session of its Sub-Committee on Fishery 
Development, held in Dakar in March 1974 1 and agreed to the amendments to the Draft Project 
Dooument (reference Appendix G of CEC.AJJ'/74/7)., 

PISHERY JOINT VENTURES 

31 The Committee agreed that document CJI1J.AJJ'/74/9 presented an adequate summary of inter­
national joint ventures in fisheries in the CJI1J.AJJ' area and that the guidelines material in 
the second part was of practical value for the negotiation of new agreements. One delegation 
requested the Secretariat to correct minor inaccuracies in references to joint·ventures po­
lices of its country. 

32 Another delegation pointed out that there was a need to consider new forms of inter­
national collaboration in the development of high-seas fishery resources in addition to 
arrangements which had been employed to date, and which had been described in the document. 
Among such ventures might be companies that were "international" not only in the economic 
sense but also from a legal standpoint such as, for example, Air-Afrique .. The delegation 
proposed the establishment of a CEC.AJJ' sub-committee of experts in corporation law and econom­
ics to study su,itable structures for international cooperation in the rational exploitation of 
fishery resources for submission of relevant recommendations, through the Committee, to the 
member governments concerned. In commenting on this proposal, differences in fishery devel­
opment status and sectoral objectives among the countries in the region were mentioned as 
possible obstacles to the formation of international enterprises. One delegation was emphatic 
that its country would not sanction new structures that would not be subject to national con­
trol. 

33 One delegation suggested that member countries prepare detailed statements on their 
philosoph;y in regard to foreign cooperation in fishery development, including also oommtmts 
on their experience in negotiating and executing joint venture agreements,and on laws rele­
vant to joint ventures, for submission to the next session of the Sub-Committee on Fishery 
Development. The Secretariat indicated that compliance with this proposal would be of help 
in preparing a comprehensive guidelines monograph by making up, to some extent, for the 
Secretariat's inability to date to obtain access to primary source material, such as texts 
of joint venture contracts. · 
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34 Discussing lessons from past experience, some delegations stressed the importance of 
a clear understanding with joint venture partners on the objectives of cooperation. Where 
management and/or marketing contracts were to be concluded, it was necessary to give par­
ticular attention to the negotiation of fees, which were to be based, as far as possible, 
on performance rather than on a flat amount basis. Although majority control of joint 
venture equity by local interests might be desirable or mandatory under the law, expatriate 
management was not to be restricted in its freedom to "hire and fire" to ensure efficient 
operation of joint ventures. In the measure available, qualified local staff ought to be 
hired, not only to meet employment objectives but also to economize on labour costs. On 
the procurement of equipment, partners had to agree on what was most suitable for looal 
operations to forestall, for example, "dumping" of equipment that had become unserviceable 
overseas. 

35 It was generally agreed that the inclusion of training provisions in fishery joint 
venture contracts was essential since for many countries in the region scarcity of skills 
was much more of a handicap than lack of access to capitalo Safeguards had to be provided 
to ensure that training obligations assumed under joint venture provisions were carried 
out to the letter. 

36 One delegation underscored, among beneficial resuHs that might be expected from the 
formation of international joint ventures, the stimulus provided for domestic investment 
as well as increased interest on the part of qualified personnel in shifting from other 
branches of industry to fisheries, as economic opportunities in the sector became more 
attractiveo The same delegation indicated that the existing uncertainty with respect to 
the regime that might eventually emerge from the deliberations of the United Nations Con­
ference on the Law of the Sea had affected the joint venture negotiation momentUlllo 

37 In response to one delegation's question, the Secretariat elaborated on action FAO was 
in a position to take to promote international collaboration in fishery developmente Spe­
cific reference was made to the recent restructuring of the Department of Fisheries and to 
new responsibilities of the Depa1stment 1 s Fishery Industries Division. These consisted, 
inter alia, in providing direct assistance, in response to requests from developing coun­
tr:i'.ea,~the negotie,tion of international joint ventures, in bringing investment opportu­
nities to the attention of foreign enterprises interested in collaboration in fishery pro­
jects, and in preparing a guidelines text on fishery joint ventures. 

COOPERATIVE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE NORTHERN 
PART OF THE EA.STERN CENTRAL ATLANTIC (CINJOOA) 

38 The Committee was informed of the recent developments of this programme. Reference 
was made to the report of the Third Session of the Coordinating Group for the Planning and 
Execution of CINECA (Paris, Februaiy 1974)0 On the basis of information and data collected, 
particularly on the dynamic processes of upwelling and their effects on the food web, the 
programme is to be considered as very successf'ulo It is now progressively entering into 
the phase of data processing and interpretation, and a symposiUl!l. is scheduled for 1977 for 
the purpose of discussing, integrating and communicating the various observations made by 
the programme. Some views were exchanged about its immediate and long-term values for the 
fishery research investigations in the CJOOAF area. Although less work than originally 
planned has been conducted on the fish resources, it was :recognized that the better des­
cription achieved of their physical and biological framework will be most useful for fish­
ery research. Also, the acoustic surveys initiated by the programme have produced informa­
tion of direct relevance for stock assessment. The Committee stressed the need for close 
collaboration between foreign and local teams of scientists in the conception, execution 
and interpretation of research programmes to be undertaken in the CJOOAF area., 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

39 The CECAF Sub-Committee on Fishery Development had agreed that the date and place of 
its Second Session should be decided during the Fourth Session of its parent body. The 



Committee decided that the timing of the Sub-Committee's next session was contingent on the 
progress made by the main phase of the Pr~ject for the Development 0£ Fisheries in the East­
ern Central Atlantic; the matter was therefore left in abeyance0 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

40 According to Rule II (1) of its Rules of Procedure, the Committee is required to elect 
a Chairman and a maximum of three Vice-Chairmen0 A Nominations Committee was appointed, 
consisting of the representatives of Ghana, Guinea, Italy, Morocco, NorwEcy and Senegale 

41 On the recommendations of this Committee, Mr. M • .Ansa-Emmim, the representative of 
Ghana, was unanimously elected as Chairman of CECAF and the representatives of Morocoo 1 
Italy and Cuba as first, second and third Vice-Chairmen. 

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION 

42 The Committee noted the suggestion made by the Secretariat that its Fifth Session should 
be held in July 1976, but agreed to leave it to the Director-General to decide on the precise 
timing and venue, in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee. 

* * * * * * * 
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OPENING ADDRESS BY MR. E.O. BAYAO:BONA, 
CHAIRMAN, OIOOA_F 

I welcome you to this baau·tiful city of Rome, the venue of our m®Je'ting 'chis yea:Po 
Rome has many as a : such as hotel 
accommodation, easy flight connections, maxiwdm FAO Secretariat 
·to mention a, fEirw0 1l1hese, no·t1dthstaniiing it is a matter of principle me.e·t-

of thi,J n;:i:tur4'1 are held, within the concern.ed., We ma;y 'Gherefore 
holding of this here in Rome a case dictated, to 
'Ghe little funds available to the FAO this year for servicing such 
crowded 1:1ohedule of this yeE>:r, including the long meetings of the United Natiom.1 
Conference on the Law of the Sea in whioh rnan,y of ua are participating., It is re.l®·11gw.~e; to 
note, in this connection, tha,t ·bhe Cl00.Ali1 meeti11g will be follow,ad 
the meet:big of "',he Commi ttea on Fiaheries where the report of our work will lie 
and which will be serviced by virtually the same F'AO staff as are looking i;,..fte1° om· 

which heavy strain!'! on our FAO staff and on 01u: eJJj1:l ·to 
attend both meeti11gs, and whi.oh would have been :impossible were we ·to h"'ve met on,tsicie 
Rome,, 

This Oom:mittee has, in i·ts for1n, been h1 exillltenoe now for five=and.=ic.I,=hal:f 
years,, In ·~hat period it he,a slo-vfly but stea(lily been meeting with the 

of H, he.v:l.ng regard to aw,ile,ble funds 1;1,ncl ma,npowe1·'<, Reoent 
world aoane make :i3; tha:t our will soon grow ancl ·~lw3, 

closer oollabo:i:•ation wi'th a whioh we hzw. hi the:r·to ft:nu1d. m.i:;c:FJ"l 
to assoo:iate tvi'th® 

A !IlOS'b Ut:lefhl :i.s the it 
®nrni!Hol at1d views 011 developmen·t problems and. these 
similar ,d~chb1 a tmoh as m1rs., So discrussio:ns m:;i~ 
and informally in private duri11g ou1' stay , oen be very usef\11 roll!l ()f 

arnongs't us is a.lso ver-:, important beoau.se they form e, vi'i:;al link 
national cooperation and aid that we need to implement some of our 

us [i:ml 'thl!l int®:t"" 
p1°ojects0 

A lot has been done by the FAO to ea·tisfy most of the demands we h&,ve made on 
we shall be discussing reports of such doings in the course of th:!.s meeting® We 
to find in many of ·these that major di:fficul'ties e,re in the ab:Ui ty of mi mi1mb4,r 
countries to respond speed.Hy and satisfactorily to reci.ue1,rts for ds;t.a0 We do 11o·t want l"AO 
to feel frustrated by thia-i®e" our something done and not t,m.f'fi= 
ciently with FAO to enmir19 that ·the job is well d.onee The Bolu:tim1 tr} thifiil 
of problem will be slowe It is one ·thing f'o1· officie,ls like us 
suoh dats, -v,ill be colleotede Wheth'1lr and ~i;o what erb111mt i't :ls 
junion in remoJ,e ate,tiomi whose a,,mse of 
:not be up to sora;toh® 

Our 
Whatever the:b.~ 

of tho wci:rk of i:'l'ur suh~oonmli·t·t(SJ®fil" 
13ourc1;,s of oo:m::re·te :hifo:i:mti,tion 

in 0u:1: 001u:1trJ.e1:1 o:i:> wh.0u wo 'i'sir,ih 
'to oo:rrUmie to the wm;'k of 

exai_1'dnea. ·thl"I CJiiCAF pro jl{lo't d:i,d i'ts 
Th:h m..,iy wish to oonsitlel" Wl'l,.y<'J of 1•1,;,,1'b.~"l!, 

of u,1 ar€1 "i;irl£:ltl of he:re ,t,o mak:e 
cm In l11Y 

in the f1t1•ee·h ·to mcrtorista cluring tI'affio 
) mo ou1' people are now w:U.1:i.ng ·to oo:,:wecl® 
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that fisheries workers exist., In the same way if this project can make visible impa«Yt on 
our countries' fisheries work, CECAF and indeed FAO and international cooperation would gain 
in credibility and prestige among our people. 

I am happy to note that,following the examination of the first draft of the report on 
joint ventures by one of our aub-committees,what appears to me ·to be a very wol'thwhile end 
satisfactory report is now before us for consideration. It should generate some interesting 
discussions. 

In bringing ll\Y brief remarks to a close, I would like to stress that in this meeting 
our major emphasis should be on what we can do for ourselves rather ·than what FAO can do 
for us., Once we have this initiative it will be easy for the FAO to organize its involvement 
such that its good offices can be used to enhance and assist our efforts. 

I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant sta,y in Rome. 

* * * * * 



ADDRESS BY MR. F.E. POPPER 
ASSISTANT DIHEC'l'OR=GENERAL (FISHERIES) 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome, on behalf of ·the Director-General, this 
Fourth Session of ·the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Centra,l Atlantic to FAO. 'l'his is 
the first time that your Committee is meeting here and we are very happy to have you with 
us. Your meeting here in Rome will give an opportunity to many members of ll\Y' Department 
to get to know, or renew acquaintance with, you and they will gladly be available for any 
information or other help they ca,n give you individually or as a group. 

I believe this session will mark the beginning of a new phase in the work of your 
Committee because from now on you can count on the support of the Project for the Develop­
ment of Fisheries in the Eastern Central Atlantic. 

As many of you know, last March your Sub-Committee on Fishery Development met in Dakar 
and approved the draft project document for the main phase of this Project. The document 
is reproduced in the report of the Sub-Committee which is available to you. It will be 
submitted for approval by the Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme 
at its session in January 1975. 

At first sight the project may not look very large in terms of immediate financial pro­
visions, but it must be remembered that it is conceived as providing a broad basis on which 
lllaJ'l,y activities of the Committee can be developed and implemented as proposed in ·the Projeo'G 
work programme. The full implementation of those activities is envisaged through the mol)i= 
lization and coordination of other external sources of funding in addition to the f\u1d~ 
provided by UNDP. 

We are engaged in discussions with several potentieJ.. donors in this context and are 
confident that additional funds will be available soon. In fact, the Norwegian Agency for 
International Development already announced at the Sub--Committee meeting in Dakai• its in­
tention to prov:l.de substantie,l f\u1ds for some of the fisher-,y development ruYtivities of ·the 
Projec·t. Further information about expected financial and othe:i:• contribu:tiona will ha 
to ·the Committee when "the 1:elevan·t Hem (numbe1• 6) comes up for cliseuseion,, 

M1•0 Chai:nnan, while the Projeot :i.ctself will be discussed unde1~ this i·tem, i·ts a,otivi­
·ties will be releva,n·t ·to most of your agenda,, Let me particularly refer· to item 
for the management ancl rational utilization of ·the fishe1,y I'"St:1ouroes in the CECAF a,rt%h 
This, I 1Jelieve, is a s1ieofa,lly important a,nd 1ugent task fen.·· your Commit·tae,, The primary 
interest of the ooas·tal member countries of the Committee is qu:l;te natu1•a.lly in developing 
their own fishe:i.'ies and. in increasing thair parti.oipa:tion in ·the u·tiliza:tion of the fish 
resouroes .of the region. It is however important to remembe:t' ·that theae aspira:tions can be 
realizeci se:tisfacrtorily only if steps e,re .taken i11 time ·to disoou1•a.ge eJCoear:live exploi·tiil,tion 
of hee.vHy fished 1;rtooks while fao:i.lita:Ung th<c1 <levelopment o:I:' the f:i.sbl!ll1°:l.es of other1:1e The 
relevan:t wo:i.•king pa.per before you ( CECAF/74/6) indice;!;l!'lra som® of the o,crt:lon ·th1.:1,t might, a.!1d 
I th.ink !'lhould., be ·taken by your Commi·t·tee .. 

One essEmtilill.l ,,rtep in emmring good managemE!ln:t is the p1°ovleion of e.dequa·te s·tli!:tistical 
and related data on whioh the neoesse,ry scient:ifio ad.vioe 01:1cn be be.c1ed.. While some p:t•ogreas 
has recently beon me,de in ·this, very muoh more neecls doing, l1o·th by counh•:i.es~in ·the oollec= 
tion of cui,ta at indiviclue,l le,nding ple.00a and, fishing by FAO--in ·th® compHa:tion 
of oomprehenidve regional ·tabulation.Bo Thia ir;i impo,.:'~i:nJ:t ·to be cl.0cJJ;~ 1rdth &Hil e, Bep=, 
nx•ate i·~em :tn your (number 3) o 



Returning ·to 'Ghe topic of management, I should perhaps apologize for unneoes-
belabou:ring this E3ince yolll' Committee has, from its inception, paid oonside:r-

a1)le a-t·tention ·to c111erartions 1;i,nd_ is indeed the pioneer among FAO fishery bodies 
in developing machinery for this purpose® I hope that as a result of your discussions this 
maohine1;r will be put to WO!'k with even effectiveness than in the past. 

Mr. Chairman, I shall not dA)lay you b-y commenting at this time on the other items on 
your agencla f~inoe they are in any case quite closely related to those about which I have 

It only :remains for rne ·to wish you success in your deliberations and to assure 
you of rzy own emd 11\'f I deep int~res,G in the achievement of your objectives .. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairroa:i:10 

'"'***** 
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