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REPORT

INTRODUCTION

1. The third meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Farmers’ Rights (Expert
Group) was held remotely by electronic means, due to the ongoing global COVID-19 pandemic
and the consequent national and international measures entailing restrictions on travel and
gatherings. The decision to hold the meeting virtually followed consultations between the Co-
chairs, the Bureau of the Ninth Session of the Governing Body, the Secretary and Meeting
Services of FAO.

OPENING OF THE MEETING

2. The third meeting of the Expert Group was opened by Mr. Kent Nnadozie, Secretary of
the International Treaty. He welcomed all participants and thanked them for their flexibility to
hold this meeting virtually, especially those participants who experienced inconveniences because
of time zone differences or technical challenges. He also thanked the Governments of Italy and
Norway for their generous financial support, which allowed the meeting to be conducted with
simultaneous interpretation into Arabic, English, French and Spanish and working documents to
be made available in all four languages. The Secretary recalled that the Governing Body in
Resolution 6/2019 thanked the Expert Group for the significant progress made so far and decided
to reconvene the Expert Group in order to complete its task based on its Terms of Reference
originally established in 2017 and the provisions of Resolution 6/2019. He emphasized the
importance of the work of the Expert Group for the implementation of Article 9 of the
International Treaty and expressed his confidence that the Expert Group would continue to work
in the same constructive and fruitful spirit as in the last biennium, despite the special
circumstances due to the ongoing global pandemic.

3. The Co-chairs, Ms. Svanhild-Isabelle Batta Torheim (Norway) and Mr. Rakesh Chandra
Agrawal (India), welcomed all members and observers to the meeting. They emphasized the
important opportunities that this virtual meeting offered to the Expert Group for making progress
in its work, at the same time recognising the need for a physical meeting to complete its tasks
before the Ninth Session of the Governing Body. The Co-chairs recalled the Terms of Reference
of the Expert Group and its mandate to focus during this biennium on developing options for
encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of
the International Treaty. The Governing Body, at its last Session, had decided to expand the
Expert Group with two more representatives of farmers’ organizations particularly from the
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centres of origin and crop diversity. The Co-chairs particularly welcomed all new members to the
meeting.

ITEM 1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND TIMETABLE

4, The Co-chairs presented the documents, IT/GB-9/AHTEG-FR-3/20/1.2, Annotated
Provisional Agenda and Timetable, IT/GB-9/AHTEG-FR-3/20/Inf.2, Note for Participants as
well as the Informal Supplementary Note on the Rules of Engagement prepared for this meeting,
and explained how they intended to conduct the meeting, considering that it was a virtual meeting
in preparation of the next, physical meeting of the Expert Group. Following the explanations of
the Co-chairs, the Expert Group adopted its Agenda, as provided in Appendix I to this Report,
with the inclusion of an Online version of the Inventory as presented in document I'T/GB-
9/AHTEG-FR-3/20/Inf.4 under Any Other Business.

5. The list of participants of the meeting is contained in Appendix 2.
ITEM 2. OPTIONS FOR ENCOURAGING, GUIDING AND PROMOTING THE
REALIZATION OF FARMERS’ RIGHTS AS SET OUT IN ARTICLE 9 OF THE
INTERNATIONAL TREATY
6. The Secretariat introduced the document, IT/GB-9/AHTEG-FR-3/20/2, Options for

encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as set out in Article 9 of
the International Treaty.

7. The Expert Group recalled that the Governing Body welcomed the Inventory of National
Measures, Best Practices and Lessons Learned on the Realization of Farmers’ Rights (the
Inventory), recognizing that it will be periodically reviewed and updated, as necessary, and that it
took note of the outline of the Options for Encouraging, Guiding and Promoting the Realization
of Farmers’ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty (the Options), which would
form the basis for the completion of the task of the Expert Group.

8. It also recalled its work during the last two meetings and its agreement on the structure
and elements of the Options as given in the report of its second meeting.
9. The Expert Group thanked the Secretariat for the document, IT/GB-9/AHTEG-FR-3/20/2,

Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as set out in
Article 9 of the International Treaty, and agreed to use it as a basis for its work at its third
meeting, in accordance with the Terms of Reference of the Expert Group, while noting the
challenges posed by a virtual meeting.

10. The Expert Group provided general comments on the Options document and the
introductory part, which were based on the outline agreed by the Expert Group at its second
meeting.

11. The Expert Group exchanged views on the Options and discussed how to further develop
them. It also asked the Secretariat to prepare a working document for the next meeting which will
include the Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers’ Rights as
set out in Article 9 of the International Treaty (IT/GB-9/AHTEG-FR-3/20/2), the issues that may
need further discussion, based on the exchange of views held during the third meeting, and
proposals on possible ways to address those issues. The Secretariat will provide the working
document to the Expert Group at least six weeks prior to its next meeting in all four languages.
The Expert Group agreed to use it as basis for work at its fourth meeting, in accordance with the
Terms of Reference of the Expert Group.

ITEM 3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

12. The Secretariat briefly informed the Expert Group about the status of the work on the
online version of the Inventory, as presented in the document, [T/GB-9/AHTEG-FR-3/20/Inf.4,
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Online version (mock up) of the Inventory of national measures, best practices and lessons
learned from the realization of Farmers ’~ Rights, as set out in Article 9 of the International
Treaty.

13. The Expert Group thanked the Governments of Italy and Norway for their generous
support that enabled the translation of the documents into other languages and the provision of
interpretation services during the meeting,

ITEM 4. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT
14. The Expert Group adopted this Report.
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Appendix 1

AGENDA

Adoption of the agenda and timetable

Options for encouraging, guiding and promoting the realization of Farmers' Rights as set
out in Article 9 of the International Treaty

Any other business

Adoption of the Report
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Appendix 2

Co-Chairperson

Co-Chairperson

AFRICA

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Mr R. C. AGRAWAL

Registrar General

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights
Authority

Ministry of Agriculture

Department of Agriculture and Co-operation
S-2, A Block, NASC Complex

110012 DPS Marg, New Delhi, India

Phone: +91 (11) 25843316

Email: nd.nahep@icar.gov.in

Ms Svanhild-Isabelle BATTA TORHEIM
National Focal Point for the ITPGRFA
Senior Advisor

Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Postboks 8007 Dep

0030 Oslo, Norway

Phone: +47 41123404

Email: sto@lmd.dep.no

Ms Michelle ANDRIAMAHAZO
Ingénieur Agro-Environnementaliste

Service Environnement, Climat et Réponses aux
Urgences (SECRU)

Ministere de I'Agriculture, de I'Elevage et de la Péche
B.P. 301 Anosy Antananarivo Madagascar

Phone: +261 340561031

Email: michelle.andriamahazo@gmail.com

Ms Modester Kachapila MILINYU
Malawi Plant Genetic Resources Centre
Chitedze Research Station, P.O. Box 158
Lilongwe, Malawi

Phone: +265 884707346

Email: mauldyka83@gmail.com;
mauldyka@yahoo.com

Mr Salah CHOUAKI

Chargé de recherche

Chargg¢ des activités scientifiques

Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique d'Algérie
(INRAA)

02, Rue des fréres Ouaked, BP 200

Hacene Badi, Belfort, El Harrach

Alger, Algeria

Phone: +213 771372651
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ASTA

Fax:+213 21521283
Mobile: + 213 771372651
E-mail: chouaki.s@gmail.com

Mr Mourtala ISSA ZAKARI

Chercheur spécialisé en génétique et amélioration des
plantes

Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique du Niger
(INRAN)

BP 429 Niamey, Niger

Phone: +227 96498520

E-mail: issazakarym(@yahoo.fr

Ms. Puji LESTARI

Rice Breeding Division

Indonesian Center for Rice Research-IAARD
Muara Experimental Station

JI. Ciapus No.25A, Pasir Jaya, Bogor Barat
Jawa Barat 16119

Indonesia

Phone: (0251) 8350713

Email: plestaril29@yahoo.com

Mr Satoshi NAKANO

Section Chief

Environment Policy Office

Policy Planning Division

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100-8950 Japan

Phone: +81 3 6744 2017

Fax: +81 3 3591 6640

Email: satoshi nakano870@maff.go.jp

Mr Muhammad SHAFIE

Senior Researcher

Agrobiodiversity & Environment Research Centre
MyGeneBank Complex

Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development
Institute (MARDI)

43400 Serdang, Selangor, Malaysia

Phone : +603-89537329

Email : shafiems@mardi.gov.my
siduapatnam(@gmail.com

Mr Pitambar SHRESTHA

Senior Programme Officer

Local Initiative for Biodiversity, Research and
Development (LI-BIRD)

PO Box 324, Pokhara, Nepal

Phone: +977 61 526834, 535357

Fax: +977 61 539956

E-mail: pitambar@libird.org
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Ms Amparo AMPIL

Chief Food Agriculture and Fisheries
Policy Division

Policy Research Service Department of
Agriculture

Quezon City, Philippines

Phone: +63 29267939

Fax: +63 29280590

Email: acascolan@yahoo.com

EUROPE Ms Christina BLANK
Programme Officer
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC)
Corporate Domain Global Cooperation
Freiburgstrasse 130
3003 Berne, Switzerland
Email: christina.blank@eda.admin.ch

Ms Regine ANDERSEN
Senior Research Fellow
Fridtjof Nansen Institute

P.O. Box 326

1326 Lysaker, Norway

Phone: +47 95118037

Email: regine.andersen@fni.no

Mr Frédéric MALTERRE

Adjoint

Bureau des semences et de la protection intégrée
des cultures

Ministere de 'agriculture et de 1'alimentation
75732 Paris, France

Phone: +33 1 49 55 49 26

Email : frederic.malterre(@agriculture.gouv.fr

Kim van SEETERS

Senior Policy Officer

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Food Quality
The NetherlandPhone: +31 63100 2237
Email: k.vanseeters@minlnv.nl

Mr Riccardo BOCCI

Rete Semi Rurali

Via di Casignano, 25

50018 Scandicci

Firenze, Italy

Cell.: +39 328 3876663

Email: riccardo.bocci@semirurali.net

GRULAC Mr Gregory BAILEY
National Focal Point ITPGRFA
Projects Coordinator/Deputy Director (Ag.)
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Barbuda Affairs
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Queen Elizabeth Highway and Independence Av.
St. John's, Antigua, W.L
Phone: +1 268 462 1213 / +1 268 764 1262

Email: agroject@yahoo.com

Mr Marco Aurélio PAVARINO

Coordenador de Cooperativismo — SEAD

Secretaria de agricultura familiar e Desenvolvimento
Agrario

Ministério do Desenvolvimento Agrario

Brasilia, Brazil

Phone: +5561 996279097

Email: marco.pavarino@agricultura.gov.br

Sra. Teresa AGUERO TEARE

Punto Focal Nacional para el TIRFAA

Encargada asuntos ambientales, recursos genéticos y
bioseguridad

Oficina de Estudios y Politicas Agrarias

Ministerio de Agricultura

Teatinos 40 - Piso 8

Santiago, Chile

Phone: +56 223973039

Email: taguero@odepa.gob.cl

Ms. Rebeca Cutié Cancino

Deputy Permanent Representative to the
International Organizations in Rome
Embassy of Cuba in Italy

Phone 0039 3391120859

Email: ofimultilateral@ecuitalia.it

Sr. Roger Alberto BECERRA GALLARDO
Coordinador del Area de Acceso a Recursos Genéticos
Instituto Nacional de Innovacion Agraria - INIA

Av. La Molina N° 1981, Distrito La Molina

Lima, Peru

Phone: + 511 240-2100, Anexo 355

Celular: 939269910

Email: rbecerra@inia.gob.pe

NEAR EAST
Mr Maeen Ali Ahmed AL JARMOUZI
Director General
Yemen National Genetic Resources Center
National Focal Point for ITPGRFA
P.O. Box 87148
Dhamar, Yemen
Phone: + 967 06423917
Fax: +967 6423914
Email: maeenl(@yahoo.com
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NORTH
AMERICA

Mr Khaled ABULAILA

Botanist, Conservation Biologist

Director/Directorate of Plant Diversity

National Center for Agricultural Research
& Extension (NCARE)

PO Box 639, Baqa'a, 19381, Jordan

Phone: +962 64725071

Mobile: +962 796602987

Fax: +962 64726099

Email : kabulaila@gmail.com

Khaled.Abulaila@narc.gov.jo

Mr Yousef WJHANI

National Focal Point for ITPGRFA

Head of Genetic Resources

General Commission for Scientific
Agricultural Research

Syrian Arab Republic

Email: yowj2015@hotmail.com

Ms Laila SASI YOUNES

Director

Research and Studies Department

Agricultural Research Center

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Marine
Wealth

Tripoli, Libya

Email: laila_younes69@yahoo.com

Mr Marc DE WIT

Examiner

Plant Breeders' Rights Office
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
59 Camelot Drive

Ottawa, Canada

Ontario K1A 0Y9

Phone: +1 613 773 7198

Fax: +1 613 773 7115

Email: marc.dewit(@canada.ca

Ms Nancy GARDNER

Director

Office of Intellectual Property and
Commercialization

Floor 1, Room 140

3600 Casavant Boulevard West

Saint Hyacinthe qc j2s 8e3 Canada

Phone: +1 450 768-9659

Fax: +1 450 768-7851

Email: nancy.gardner(@agr.gc.ca

Mr Christian HANNON
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SOUTH WEST
PACIFIC

FARMERS’
ORGANIZATIONS

Attorney Advisor

Office of Policy and International Affairs
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

600 Dulaney Street

Alexandria, VA, USA 22314

Phone: +1-571-272-7385

Email: Christian.Hannon@uspto.gov

Mr Stephen SMITH

Affiliate Professor

Iowa State University
Department of Agronomy

716 Farm House Lane

2104 Agronomy Hall

Ames, IA, USA 50011

Email: stephen.smith@mchsi.com

Mr Paul ZANKOWSKI

Senior Advisor

Office of the Chief Scientist (OCS)
U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC, USA 20250-0116
Phone: 202-692-0204

Email: Paul.Zankowski@osec.usda.gov

Mr Viliami T. MANU

Chief Executive Officer

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forests
Tonga

Phone: + (676) 23402

Email: viliamitoaleimanu@yahoo.com

Mr Saena Tialino PENAIA
President

Samoa Farmers Federation Inc

Apia, Samoa

E-mail: melzi.plantation@gmail.com

Ms Alimata TRAORE

Présidente de la Convergence des Femmes Rurales pour
la Souveraineté Alimentaire (COFERSA)

BP: 212 Sikasso
Mali

Phone : +76 03 07 67
E-mail : alimaatou@yahoo.fr
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CSO

UPOV

ISF

Mr Sergio ALONZO

Manager of Technical Activities

Asociacion de Organizaciones de los Cuchumatanes
(ASOCUCH)

9Av. 7-82 Zona 1 Chiantla

Huehuetenango, Guatemala

Phone: +502 50069165

E-mail: alonzo.sergio@gmail.com

Mr Joshi Sunanda TANMAY

Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha (KRRS)
N-4, B-12 Cidco, Aurangabad Maharashtra
431003 India

Email: tanmay_sj@yahoo.com

Mr Ali RAZMKHAH

CEO and Legal Advisor

Centre for Sustainable Development
and Environment (CENESTA)

No. 108, Azerbaijan Ave.

13169, Tehran, Iran

Phone: +989382244908

Email: ali@cenesta.org

Mr David OTIENO

Policy Chief

Kenyan Peasants League (La Via Campesina) Nairobi,
Kenya

Phone: +254721609699

Email: oticdesq@gmail.com

Ms Georgina CATACORA VARGAS

Research Associate, Academic Peasant Unit
"Tiahanacu", Bolivian Catholic University (UAC-UCB)
Vice-president, Latin American Scientific Society of
Agroecology (SOCLA)

Bolivia

Email: g.catacora@gmail.com

Ms Yolanda HUERTA

Legal Counsel and Director of Training and Assistance
International Union for the Protection of New Varieties
of Plants

34, chemin des Colombettes

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Phone: +41 22 3389111

Email: yolanda.huerta@upov.int

Ms Szonja CSORGO

Director IP & Legal Affairs Euroseeds
52, Avenue des Arts

1000 Brussels, Belgium
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Phone: +32 2 743 28 60
Email: szonjacsorgo(@euroseeds.eu

OBSERVERS

Ms Begoiia VENERO AGUIRRE
Senior Counsellor

Traditional Knowledge Division

World Intellectual Property Organization
34, chemin des Colombettes

CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland
Email: begona.venero@wipo.int

Mr Michael HALLEWOOD

Head of Policy Unit

Bioversity Int.

Via dei Tre Denari, 472/a

00054 Maccarese (Fiumicino), Italy
Phone: +39 06 61181

Fax : +39 06 6118402

Email: m.halewood@cgiar.org

Ms Mariana YAZBEK
Lebanon Genebank Manager
ICARDA

E-mail: M.yazbek(@cgiar.org

Noelle ANGLIN

Head of Genebank

CIP

E-mail: n.anglin@cgiar.org

Mr Manrique ALTAVISTA

Consejero

Direccion de Asuntos Ambientales (DIGMA)

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto Esmeralda
1212 - Piso 14° Of. 1408,

CABA (CP: 1007)

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Phone: +54 11 4789 7405

Argentina

E-mail: atv@mrecic.gov.ar

Ms Angela TEVES LIBARONA
Permanent Rep. Argentina
E-mail: tvl@mrecic.gov.ar

Dra. Patricia GADALETA
Argentina
E-mail: pgadal@magyp.gob.ar

Ms Maria Laura VILLAMAYOR
Argentina
E-mail: mlvillamayor@inase.gov.ar
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Ms Mariana FERREYRA

INTA

Argentina

E-mail: ferreyra.mariana@jinta.gob.ar

Ms Daniela TOSTO

Instituto de Agrobiotecnologia y Biologia Molecular (IABIMO)
INTA CONICET

Gabriel Aristizabal y Los Reseros, 1686 Hurlingham
Argentina

Tel. 54-11-4621-1447/1676 ext. 3523

E-mail: tosto.daniela@inta.gob.ar

Ms Maria FORMICA

INTA

Argentina

E-mail: formica.maria@inta.gob.ar

Dra Maria Rosa LANARI

INTA

Argentina

E-mail: lanari.mariarosa@inta.gob.ar

Mr Walter MIONI

INTA

Argentina

E-mail: mioni.walter(@inta.gob.ar

Mr Adriano Lenin Cirlio DE CARVALHO
Brazil
E-mail: adriano.lenin@agricultura.gov.br

Ms Renata NEGRELLY

(She replaced Mr. Marco Aurélio PAVARINO on 28 August, acting as expert)
Brazil

Alternate Permanent Representative of Brazil to FAO, WFP and IFAD

Piazza Navona, 14

00186 Rome, Italy

Tel. + 39 06 68307576 / 6789353

E-mail: renata.negrelly@itamaraty.gov.br

Mr. César TAPIA BASTIDAS

Punto Focal Nacional para el TIRFAA

Responsable Dpto Nacional de Recursos Genéticos

Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Agropecuarias (INIAP)
Panamericana Sur Km. 1 via Tambillo

Canton Mejia, Quito, Ecuador

Phone: +593 23006089 Fax: +593 2504240

Email: denareg@yahoo.com; cesar.tapia@iniap.gob.ec INIAP
E-mail: Cesar.tapia@iniap.gob.ec
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Mr Hiroyuki KAWANO
Japan
E-mail: hiroyuki kawano750@maff.gop.jp

Ms Kazuho NAGATA
Japan
E-mail: kazuho_nagata480@maft.go.jp

Mr Shun MINAMI
Japan
E-mail: shun_minamil70@maft.go.jp

Ms Mariam MAYET

ACB

Executive director

African Centre for Biodiversity
Johannesburg, South Africa
Phone: +27 (0)83 2694309
Email: mariam@acbio.fr
mariam(@acbio.org.za

Ms Nori IGNACIO
Executive Director

Southeast Asia Regional Initiatives for Community Empowerment

14-D Maalalahanin St.

Teachers Village West,

Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines
Phone: +63 29226710

Email: nori_ignacio@searice.org.ph

Mr Cid Ryan MANALO
SEARICE
E-mail: cidryan_manalo@searice.org.ph

Ms Anke VAN DEN HURK
Deputy Director

Plantum

Vossenburchkade 68

2805 PC Gouda, The Netherlands
Phone: +31 182 688668

Email: a.vandenhurk@plantum.nl

Mr Francois BURGAUD

Directeur des Relations Extérieures

Groupement national interprofessionnel des semences et plants
44 rue du Louvre

75001 Paris, France

Phone: +33 142337694

Email: francois.burgaud@gnis.fr
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Ms Grace WAITHIRA GITU

African Seed Trade Association
Commodore Office Suites

7-D, 7th Floor, Kindaruma Road
P.O. Box 2428 — 00202

Nairobi, Kenya

Email: gitu@afsta.org

Ms Héléne GUILLOT KHAN NIAZI
International Agriculture Manager
International Seed Federation

Chemin du Reposoir 7

1260 Nyon, Switzerland

E-mail: h.khanniazi@worldseed.org

Mr Francois MEIENBERG

APBREBES Coordinator

Association for Plant Breeding for the Benefit of Society
Ackersteinstrasse 72, 8049 Ziirich, Switzerland

Tel: +41 444224759 Email:

contact@apbrebes.org

Ms Titilayo ADEBOLA

Programme Coordinator, LLM Intellectual Property Law
Lecturer, School of Law

University of Aberdeen

Old Aberdeen, AB24 3UB, UK

Tel: +44 (0)1224 272423 Fax: +44 (0)1224 272442
Email: titilayo.adebola@abdn.ac.uk

Mr Guy KASTLER
Confédération Paysanne

France

E-mail: guy.kastler@wanadoo.fr

Mr Stefano MORI

Centro Internazionale Crocevia
Roma, Italy

E-mail: s.mori(@croceviaterra.it

Ms Mariapaola BOSELLI
Centro Internazionale Crocevia
Roma, Italy

E-mail: m.boselli@croceviaterra.it
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