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‘Invasive species’ 

"On	a	global	basis	...	the	two	great	destroyers	of	
biodiversity	are,	first	habitat	destruction	and,	
second,	invasion	by	exotic	species”	
	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	-	E.O.	Wilson	
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‘Invasive species’ 
•  FAO:	any	species	that	are	non-native	to	a	particular	
ecosystem	and	whose	introduction	and	spread	
causes,	or	are	likely	to	cause,	socio-cultural,	
economic	or	environmental	harm	or	harm	to	human	
health.			

•  Convention	on	Biological	Diversity:	Invasive	alien	
species	(IAS)	are	species	whose	introduction	and/or	
spread	outside	their	natural	past	or	present	
distribution	threatens	biological	diversity.	
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Invasive insects in Europe (Roques et al. 2008) 
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Where are they coming from? 

Kaluza et al. 2009 
Kaluza et al. 2009 

Kaluza et al. 2009 
Kaluza et al. 2009 

Kaluza	et	al.	2009	
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FISNA - Forest Invasive Species Network for 
Africa  

•  Promoter:	African	Forest	Pest	Management	
Network,	1995	

•  Established:	2004	
•  Achievements/Meetings:	e.g.	

•  2016:	Biological	Control	of	Eucalyptus	Pests	
•  2019	(tentative):	Training	Workshop	“Basic	skills	in	
Forest	Entomology	and	Pathology”	

•  Webpage:	http://www.fao.org/forestry/fisna/en/		
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NENFHIS – Near East Network for Forest 
Health and Invasive Species  

•  Promoter: Near East Forestry Commission, 2006 
•  Established: 2007  
•  Achievements: e.g.  

•  Standardized data collection on FIS 

•  Webpage: http://www.fao.org/forestry/51295/en/	

Standardization	of	data	collection	
Fiche	de	l’Etat	Phytosanitaire	des	Forêts	

et	des	Espèces	Envahissantes	
Forest	Health	and	Invasive	Species	

	بطاقة الحالة الصحية للغابات و الأنواع الغازية
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APFISN - Asia Pacific Forest Invasive Species Network 

•  Promoter:	Asia	Pacific	Forestry	Commission	
•  Established:	2004	
•  Achievements	&	meetings:	e.g.	

•  2005:	Developing	an	Asia-Pacific	strategy	for	forest	invasive	
species:	the	coconut	beetle	problem	-	bridging	agriculture	and	
forestry	

•  2007:	International	Workshop	on	Biological	Control	of	
Invasive	Species	of	Forest	

•  2010:	Pathways	of	Biological	Invasions	into	Forests	
•  Webpage:	http://apfisn.net		
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REUFIS – Forest Invasive Network For Europe and 
Central Asia  

•  Promoter:	FAO	&	Regional	workshop	on	implementation	
of	phytosanitary	standards	in	forestry	

•  Established:	2016	
•  Achievements	&	meetings:		

•  Training	on	bark	and	ambrosia	beetle	identification	
	
	

•  Webpage:	http://reufis.org		
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REUFIS – Forest Invasive Network For Europe and 
Central Asia  
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North American Forestry Commission, Forest Insects, 
Disease and Invasive Plants Working Group 

•  Promoter:	North	American	Forestry	Commission	
•  Members:	Mexico,	U.S.,	Canada	
•  Established:	1961	
•  Achievements:	e.g.	

•  Advanced	forest	health	monitoring	&	analysis	

•  Webpage:	
https://www.fs.fed.us/global/nafc/welcome.html		
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Network objectives 

1.  To	promote	collaboration	between	members	countries.	
2.  To	share	expertise	and	information.	
3.  To	facilitate	technology	exchange.	
4.  To	communicate	and	coordinate	with	existing	

international	and	regional	organizations	dealing	with	
forest	health	and	invasive	species.	

5.  To	identify	problems	and	strategize	regional	prevention,	
monitoring,	and	management	programs.	

6.  To	encourage	compliance	of	international	phytosanitary	
regulations.		
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Co-operations 

•  Co-operation	with	existing	organisations	and	
initiatives	
•  FAO	Forestry,	IPPC,	…	
•  EPPO,	NPPOs,	…	
•  EU	&	country	governments,		
•  Topic	specific	organizations,	e.g.	EUPHRESCO,	…	
•  Topic	specific	actions,	e.g.	COST	actions	
•  Research	projects	&	activities	





If you want to became famous… 

•  Potato beetle (Leptinotarsa decemlineata) 
•  Europe: 

•  1876 (1901), UK 
•  Hungary: 

•  Hédervár, 1947 



If you want to became famous… 

•  Corn beetle (Diabrotica virgifera) 
•  Europe: 

•  Belgrade (SR), 1992 
•  Hungary: 

•  Mórahalom, 1995 
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