
Agrifood systems in Southeast Asia – one of the most climate-vulnerable regions in the world – ensure food
security and nutrition locally and globally, provide employment for smallholder farmers and fisherfolk and
contribute to countries’ economic development. Yet they are facing increasing pressures from climate
change with changes to yields, working conditions and the ability of the most vulnerable to withstand the
climatic and economic shocks.

At the same time, agrifood systems in Southeast Asia contribute 25 percent of greenhouse gas emissions,
causing environmental degradation and biodiversity loss due to the unsustainable management of natural
resources. Access to quality climate finance for agriculture to realise its adaptation and mitigation potential
remains a challenge, despite 23 percent of global climate-related development finance flowing to Asia.

Agriculture Sector Readiness for enhanced climate finance and implementation of
Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture priorities in Southeast Asia

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), with the support of the Green
Climate Fund (GCF) – the world’s largest dedicated fund for climate action – together with Cambodia, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam is implementing a project
Agriculture Sector Readiness for enhanced climate finance and implementation of Koronivia Joint Work on
Agriculture priorities in Southeast Asia to develop national climate finance investment programmes and
projects linked to adaptation and mitigation priorities for the agriculture sectors.
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  Climate-smart agriculture is an umbrella approach for an agrifood systems transformation that can contribute to:
  1. sustainably increasing agricultural productivity and incomes;
  2. adapting and building resilience to climate change;
  3. reducing and/or removing greenhouse gases emissions, where possible.

2024 results

19
initial project
ideas

363
people participated in training on
climate finance for agriculture,
including 45 percent women

200
institutions participated in
training on climate finance
for agriculture

7
new projects in development on:                 
   aquaculture and fisheries 
   climate-resilient rice
   climate-smart agriculture
   agricultural risk finance facility
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https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/121cc613-3d0f-431c-b083-cc2031dd8826/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/1121a72d-b603-430d-9c0e-6c164e7b1fe9/content
https://fao.org/
https://fao.org/
https://www.greenclimate.fund/
https://www.greenclimate.fund/
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/3ddf20f0-5475-44b1-b451-abc78270606e/content


Strengthened strategic frameworks
Pipeline development
Knowledge sharing and learning

August 2022 - January 2026Governments
Development partners
Private sector
Civil society organizations

The Agriculture Sector Readiness for enhanced
climate finance and implementation of
Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture priorities
in Southeast Asia project aims to enhance the
capacity of Southeast Asian governments and
other stakeholders to access climate finance for
agriculture. This work is supported by
knowledge and learning exchanges and
consultations to promote innovative 

mechanisms for public and private sector climate
finance at the country and regional levels. Climate
foresight for agrifood systems, which aims to
develop future scenarios for the sector in a
participatory and multi-stakeholder manner based
on the agroecological and socioeconomic
conditions of the project countries, has been
instrumental in identifying climate-smart
agriculture options.

Objectives Duration

About the project

Source: Adapted from United Nations World
map, February 2021. The boundaries and
names shown and the designations used on
this map do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO
concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers
and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps
represent approximate border lines for which
there may not yet be full agreement.
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Key partners

Supporting
SDGs

Seven new initiatives for climate finance for agriculture in Southeast Asia

Lao People’s
Democratic Republic

Philippines

Viet Nam

MARCO-PH: Mangrove and fisheries
resilience for coastal communities

SAACCU: Sustainable agriculture adapted
to climate change in the Uplands

Transformation to low-emission
and climate-resilient rice

Thailand
Scaling solutions to strengthen climate-
resilient value chains in vulnerable regions

Cambodia
SAMBO TREI: Toward resilient
ecosystems and inland fisheries

Malaysia
I-CRISP: Innovative climate-resilient rice
initiative for sustainable production

Southeast
Asia-wide
Regional agriculture
risk finance facility

GCF supports the project with a contribution of USD 2.5 million through the GCF Readiness Programme,
which helps country-driven initiatives to strengthen institutional capacities, governance mechanisms, and
planning and programming frameworks towards a transformational long-term climate action agenda.

For more information please visit our website at
www.fao.org/gcf/en or write to us at FAORAP-CCRLW@fao.org

Funded by:
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