K.J. wodc&cho k)

EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR THE CUHTHUL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

REPORT OF THE |

FORTY-FOURTH SESSION
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Lisbon, Portugal FOR THE CONTROL
20-23 April 1982 1 OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

%/ FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIUNS



"



S

AGA: EUFMD/X/1982/1

REPORT

of the

Forty-fourth Session of the Executive Committee

of the

European Commissicn for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease

held in

Lisbon, Portugal, 20-23 April 1982

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS



The designations employed and the presentation
of material in this publication do not imply the
axpression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations concerning the legal
status of any country, territory, city or area or
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation
of its frontiers or boundaries.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may bhe reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means.
electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without the prior
permission of the copyright owner. Applications for such permission,
with a statement of the purpose and extent of the reproduction, should
be addressed to the Director, Publications Division, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, Via deile Terme di Caracalla, 00100
Rome, ltaly.

© FAO 1982



wt

TABLE OF CONTENTS

b

T R DU T IO 4t teteeneteennasensanenasossoeossnnassnneesnroenneneenss

Adoption of Agenda ..iuiuiiiin ittt reanattit ettty

Foot-and-mouth disease position and related activities of
the Secretariat during 198 L. uiui i ivrnnnneeressoronnnsnonnnsas

2.1  FMD position and proﬁhylaxis in EUrope.scvvivrianansnenns
2.2 Vaccination campaigns in southeastern EUrODPE...vvveeveen
2.3 FMD situatiom in other regions of particular interest to

o < T
2.4 Swine vesicular disease in EUIODPE...itvevnvennecenssanns
Activities of the Research Group and Collaborating Laboratories

Future policy on FMD control in relation to its position in

0P vttt s tennerentennoenatanssauanansentonsesssasnsannensanns

Criteria for determining the level of annual contributions by
e COUMETI@S. v vt e tsnnsrrteetosoaonnorannencassnnesnseases

Accounts and approval 0f BUdget . v e eeeeeanrscossorarencanns
FutUTe ACtivities v uniiintnerenoanennnneoansnnsosssansnnnsnsss

ANY Other bUSINeSS tiui.iiiitirineiereronennnnsssnsosonsonesas

Appendix 1 Accounts, budger 1982, pledge position Dec. 1981

Appendix 2 FMD situation and prophylaxis in EUTOPE teeuvvenrvonrons

Appendix 3 Statement of Income and Expenditure - Trust Funds 9111

and 9097 (1978-1982) . .istiintnetiencienennnnrnrnsnnenen

Appendix 4/ W.R.L. Information Sheet No. 31 - FMD Type 0 in Greece 1981
Appendix 5 W.R.L. Information Sheet No. 32 - Preliminary serological

studies on some type '0' FMDV strains occurring about the
Middle East during 1981 ..iivvvirinnernncennennonnens

Page

Pl S T ]

[« AW}

10
13

33

34






INTRODUCTION

The Forty-fourth Session of the Executive Cormittee of the European Commission for the
Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease was held at the Hotel Lutécia, Liston, Portugal, from 20
to 23 April 1982.

Present:

" Executive Committee Dx. H.A, van den Berg, Netherlands Chairman

Dr. R. Vollan, Norway Vice~Chairman
Dr. R. Rojahn, Federal Republic of Germany Vice-Chairman
Dr. F. Walla, Austria

Dr. M, Nazlioglu, Turkey

Dr. D. Brovas, Greece

Dr. N. Tanev Belev, Bulgaria

Dr. C.A.M. de Andrade Fontes, Portugal

Dr, J.G. van Bekkum, Netherlands Chairman
Research Group

Secretariat - Dr., P. Stouraitis
Secretary, European Commission for the
Control of FMD

Miss J. Raftery
administrative Assistant, European Commission
for the Control of FMD

a3
e
o

Dr. Y. Ozawa
Chief, Animal Health Service
Animal Production and Health Division

Observers Dr. F. Manso Rodriguez
Asesor Tecnico )
Subdireceidn Gemneral de Sanidad Animal
Madrid, Spain

Dr, H.A, van den Berg in opening the meeting paid tribute to the hospitality of the
Portuguese authorities who had very kindly offered to host the meeting and had prowvided such
excellent conference facilities. He also paid txibute to Portugal's valuable contribution
to the work of the Commission over the years and recalled the efficiency and promptness of
the veterinary authorities durimg 1980 when after many vears of freedom from FMD, the
country underwent a series of outbreaks which caused heavy economic losses.

Before requesting Dr. Jodo Reis Fialho to address the Group, the Chairpan reminded the
Committee that Dr. Dragonas after many years of valuable membership had retired as had
Dr. Ertan and the Committee requested that a note of appreciation of their services to the
Commission be recorded in the Report of this Session. He then extended a special welcome
to Dr, Manso Rodriguez from Spain who was attending in an observer capacity and to Dr. Y. Ozaw:
Chief of the Animal Health Service, FAQ, Rome.

On behalf of the Minister of Agriculture, Trade and Fisheries, Dr. Joao Reis Fialho
welcomed the participants to Portugal and wished them a successful pesting. :
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1. Adoption cof Agenda

The following agenda was adopted omn the proposal of the Chairman:

1. Adoption of Agenda
2, Foot-and-mouth disease position and related activities of the Secretariat during

1981

2.1 FMD position and prophylaxis in Europe

2.2 Vaccination campaigns in southeastern Europe

2.3 FMD position in other regioms of particular interest to Europe

2.4 Swine vesicular disease in Europe

Activities of the Research Group and collaborating laboratories.

Future peolicy on FMD control in relation to its position in Europe

Criteria for determining the level of annual contributions by member countries
Accounts and approval of budget

Future activities

+ Any other business

. Adoption of Report

WO~ ~Ww
P

The Chairman then requested the Secretary to introduce the working documents for the Session.

2. Foot-and-mouth disease position and related activities of the Secratariat during 1981

2.1 TIMD position and prophylaxis ia. Europe Table 1 (Appendix 1) of the document
prepared by the Secretary on the FMD position 2nd prophylaxis in Europe showed the number of
outbreaks and virus types recorded in Europe during 1981, He pointed out chat when this
document had been prepared the disease situation in Eurcpe was favourable, ouly sporadic
cutbreaks having occurred in Italy and in Graece. These had been immediately brought under
control through slaughter of zll infected animals agd ring vaccination. During March/April
1982, however, in certain areas of Europe the sitwation had deteriorated: 21 outbreaks of
FMD had been reported on the island of Funen, Denmark, and 18 in various Districts of the
German Democratic Republic, The question of the defianiticn of am outbrezk was raised.

The Sessicn agreed that an outbreak may be defined as including any number of animals which
constitutes an independent livestock unit regardless of the aumber of animals affected by
the disease in that unit. :

Dr. Vollan requested that the Commission re-emphasize the importance of an efficient
and prompt reporting system which accurately reflects the situation especially in the case
of large livestock units (LLU's); a special reporting system may be necessary in the case
of the latter, It was agreed that the question of FMD reporting should be referred for
consideration to the next General Session of QIE.

Greece Five outbreaks of type 0 had been reported in Polyanthos in small herds of cattle

" in the same village. All animals had been destroyed and ring vaccination had been under-

taken within a radius of 10 km around the village. The origin of the outbreak was attributed
to personal contact but this had not heen proved. ‘

Austria The outbreaks which had occurred in March 1981 in pigs and cattle on a farm in
Thalheim had been brought under control.  Laboratory results at the World Reference Lahoratory
showed that the type 0 virus isclated differed from classical European strains of subtype Ol.

Spain From January to October.1981 outbreaks of type C had eccurred in six provinces
and type A (close to A.) had been recovered in four outbreaks in the Department of Barcelona.
In April 1982 an ocutbrZak was recordad in cattle on the premises of a slaughter house near
Bilbao. The observer from Spain informed the Committee that it had not been possible to
trade the origin of the affected cattle. The Secretary drew attention to the need for sub-
typing in order to help countries to take the necessary prophylactic measures. In this
respect Dr. van Bekkum emphasized the necessity for clear subtyping results in. order to
accurately determine the vaccine strain. i




Portugal Recrudescence of the disease occurred during the first half of 1981; ‘since
then no further outbreaks had been reported. The total cattle population and also a great
number of pigs, sheep and goats (see prophylactic sheme) had been vaccinated with AOC trival.
vaccine. In answer to the question raised by the Chairman and Dr. Rojahn, Dr. de Fontes
stated that no cost-benefit study had been carried out. As regards ASF no increase in the
incidence of the disease had been observed following vaccination against FMD.

France and U.X. The situation has remained unchanged since the report made to the Twenty-~
fourth Session. Typing at the WRL showed that the 0.L isolates recovered in both countries
during the last recorded outbreaks were identical. They were also identical to the 01 Lausann
virus used in vacecine production.

Denmark After almost 12 years of freedom from FMD, Denmark suffered a series of outbrezks
on the island of Funen. The first was diagnosed on 17 March 1982 on a cattle farm located in !
southeastern part of the island. The Danish Veterinary Authorities immediately applied very
strict sanitary measures. All animals in the affected areas were slaughtered and buried on
the spot. Since 17 March a total of 21 outbreaks had been reported in the same infected area
of the island of Funen; the last outbreak was reported on 21 April. -Total number of animals
slaughtered: 1,445 cattle and 2,194 pigs. The whole island of Funen has been isolated. No
vaccination has been undertaken.

The Secretary provided a detailed report on the FMD situation in Demmark following his
recent visit there.

German Democratic Republic (GDR) The FMD situation ia the GDR was examined. 18 outbreaks
of FMD type 0, had been reported in cattle, sheep and pigs since 18 March 1982 in LLU's in the
Departments of Rostock and Neubrandenburg. Last outbreak occurred on 11 April 1982.

According to information received from OIE and other sources strict sanitary measures and
ring vaccination had been applied. No slaughter had been appliad in LLU's. One million
cattle had been revaccinated, Virus samples had been sent to Viadimir FMD Laboratory, Moscow,
for subtvping. In referring to the situation in Demmark and the German Demccracic Republic,
the Chairman expressed concern regarding the delays which oceur in inferming neighbouring county
and 0IE as socon as an FMD outbreak is derected.

Prompt diagnosis of the virus type and subtype was considered to be of vital importance fo.
determining the vaccine strain to be used for vacecination. Therefore, samples should be sent
to the W.R.L., Pirbright, U.K., for confirmatien znd further laboratory investigation. The
Secretary informed the Session that in the case of the GDR every effort was being made to comply
with this. Dr. Vollan pointed out that cooperation in the field of TD is of the greatest
importance to all Eurcpean countries. He stated that while the Executive Committee was
considerably concerned by recent events in Denmark, it was pleased to learn of the control
measures.enforced by the Danish Authorities and felt confident that the evolution of the
epizootic would be o served with great care and that the contreol measures.would be re-evaluated
in due course in the light of developments. In referring to the GDR he menticned the fact
that it is not a member of the Commission and information available on control measures applied
was limited, it being understood that these weras mainly confined to vaccination in and around
infected holdings, and the application of strict veterinary police measures.

Dr. Rejahn drew attention to the two different control measures applied against FMD,
namely stamping out in northern Europe and vaccination in southern Eurcpe. He referred in
particular to the recommendations of the Eighteenth Session of the Commission (1971) in which
the need for continuing vaccination was stressed in those countries where this control measure
was practisad because of the risk of infection associated with such factors as geographical
position and the importation of animals from countries where disease still persists and the
stamping out policy is not appiied. This recommendation was reconfirmed at the Twenty-first
Session (1975) and again at the Twenty-fourth Session (1981). He stated that the recent out—
breaks in Denmark and GDR reconfirm the reccmmendacions of the Commission i.a. that constant
vigilance is necessary against this worldwide very dangerous animal disease,
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The Committee expressed full agreement with Drs. Vollan and Rojahn. However, it was
considered that while the Commission could not recommend to a member country the pelicy to
be applied for FMD control on its national territory, it should be remembered that Europe
is still at risk and vaccination should continue in those countries which still vaceinate.
Any change in this policy should be considered in the light of the epizootiological
situation in Eurcpe and the particular conditions of each country (whether importing or
exporting etc.).

following review of the information presented by the secretariat, the Executive Committee
stated that:

1. ™D, in spite of the definitely improved disease situation in Eurape, still continues
to be a great danger for cattle, swine, sheep and goats. It can be controlled only
" by immediate diagnosis followed by suitable sanitary measures against actual cases.

2, If ™MD breaks out the neighbouring countries should be informed without delay and each
infected country as a member of QOIE has a duty to report outbreaks immediately to QIE.

3. The measures employed against FMD in Europe have to be uniform in those areas which have
similar structures of animal farms or similar trade regulations especially for importation.
This lire is followed especially by Denmark with the application of the Scandinavian
countries stamping-out policy together with strict sanitary measures to prevent the
direct or indirect spread of the disease. Also in the GDR - acecording to available
reports and data - all necessary sanitary measures are applied in order to prevent further
spread of FMD in other regioms. The Executive Committee is convinced that also in the
future the spread of the disease and the danger this represents for other regions or
countries will be kept in mind and that the effectiveness of the measures taken against
MD will be constantly and carefully re-examined,

4. The different prophylactic measures of groups of countries should be unifermly applied

in the future. In particular risks due to the geographic sitnation of individual
countries or groups of countries or to different.import policies should not be neglected.
Groups of countries which have so far vaccinated against FMD, such as the Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Belgium, Federal Republic of Germany, France, Switzerland and Italy should
continue to do so in order to prevent the virus from gaining a foothold becausa of
different levels of immunity in the animal pepulatiomn.

5. Cooperation and exchange of information between all European countries as well as with
the Intemmational Organizations should be intensified. This applies to epizootiplogical
as well as to scientific and administrative aspects,

The Executive Committee expressed the hope that the reporting system with as detailed
information as possible on the control measures in force both in the member countries and ino
countries not yet members of the Commission can be strengthened in the light of recent
experiencea,

In concluding its review of the general FMD prophylaxis in Europe the Committee expressed
its concern in regard to the situation created in Europe where the level of vaccination
coverage against FMD is steadily decreasing especially in importing countries and in those
countxles which because of their geographical position remain particularly wvulnerable to
introduction of the disease (Appendix I).

2.2 Vacecination campaigns in southeastern Europe The Committee was informed that for
the maintenance of the buffer zone in Thrace in 1981, 1,350,000 doses of bivalent vaccine
(AZ /0) had been furnished to the countries concerned (Greece, Bulgaria and Turkey) at a cost
of %ss 635,000. Based on the recommendations of the Twenty-fourth Session of the Commission
held in Rome in 1981, the DirectorjGeneral of FAQ launched a further appeal early in 1982
to the EEC and non—£EC countries £#r financial assistance to continue the campaigns in

southeastern Euzxope through 1983 ai# 1984,

b d
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The secretariat provided a full statement of income angd exﬁenditure of funds allocated
for the campaigns in southeastern Europe since 1978, (See Appendix 2)

Turkey Dr. Nazlioglu provided information on the FMD position in Turkey during 1981.
He stated that while in the area of Thrace the disease situation continued to improve and no
further outbreaks had occurred since 1679, in Anatolia FMD continues to be present with 838
outbreaks recorded in 1981. Type 0 and A2 were diagnosed at the Ankara FMD Institute.
Vacecine production at the SAP Inscitute in %nkara continues and the water problem has been
definitely solved, In 1981, 7 200 Q00 doses of monovalent vaccine had been preduced and
used for the maintenance of the buffer zonme and the vaceination programme in Anatolia. The
total number of animals vaccinated during 1981 in the Thrace buffer zone in Anatolia amounted
to 5 565 840 cattle and sheep.

Dr. Nazlioglu expressed his Goverument's appreciation to FAQ and to the European
Commission for their continuing assistance. '

Infrastructure of FMD vaccine production in southeastern Eutope The Secretary informed
the Committee of the latest developments in the establishment of the industrial scale FMD
vaccine laboratories in Turkey and Bulgaria,

Turkey Dr. Nazlioglu stated that the construction of the new building for industrial-
scale vaccine production continued with funds allocated by the Turkish Government (60 million
T.L. for 1982) and it was expected that it would be completed this year. Therefore, it was
essential that the financial assistance requested from EEC for the equipment be provided as
soon as possible, The Turkish Government is prepared to cooperate with a qualified Eurcpean
FMD Institute in order to speed up the completicn of the new FMD Institute and official steps
are being taken in this respect.

Buigaria Dr. Belev informed the Committee on the development of the new FMD large-scale
vaccine producticm unit at Sliven set up under the aegis of the FAO/UNDP project. The
installation of the security system is under way at a cost of USS 400 000 and it is expectad
that the laborarory will become onerational by the end of 1983. Dr. Belev expressed his
thanks tc FAQ for the assistance provided and to the Secretary of the Commission who acts
as technical adviser to the project.

Graece Dr. Brovas stated that the vaccinaticn in Greece was that applied in the Evres
buffer zone and vaccine production at the FMD Institute in Athens was limited to the maintenance
of a stock for emsrgencies. Only conventional type OAC FMD virus is used for vaccine production

in Greece. Vaccination in the buffer zone is carried out with type A22/0 suppliad through FAO.

2.3 FMD situation in other regions of particular interest to Burope  The Secretary drew
the attention of the Committee to cthe FMD situation in the Near East and the danger which this
area represents for Europe because of the heavy traffic which exists between Europe and the
Near and Middle East. The Commlttee's attention was further drawn to the fact thar indig-
criminate importation into the Region had resulted in a pattern of virus types in the area
similar to those of the neighbouring regicms, WRL Information Note No.32 - Appendix 4, This
epidemiclogical situation which constitutes a permanent risk for Europe due to the heavy
traffic between Europe and the Near and Middle East countries calls for constant vigilance
and an efficient control system at the check points along frontier areas and at ports into
Europe.

Dr. Ozawa informed the Committee that a seminar on FMD control programmes in the Near East
region would be held in Ankara, Turkey, from 17 to 20 October 1982. The Secretary expressed
the opinion that the Commission should be represeated at this seminar since it would be a good
opportunity to meet delegates from the Near East and to exchange views on the FMD control
programmes in the region. !

The disease position in other areas of interest to Europe was reviewed and the Secretary
informed the Committee on the new FMD vaccine production Institute in Botswana which has a
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production capacity of twenty million doses of vaccine. He informed the delegates that FAQ
is organizing a training course in FMD diagnosis and control for participants from Southern
African countries. The course will be held at the FMD Institute in Gaborome from 18 to 27
October 1982.

The D situation in South America was reviewed and the progress made in FMD control in
other areas of interest for Europe was discussed.

Dr. van Bekkum provided informaticn concerning his mission to Argentina as FAQ0 consultant’
for the Netional Programme for the control and eradication of FMD (PLACEFA). The Committee
requested the Secretary to collect more accurate information on the FMD situation im the Near
and Middle East, Africa, and other areas of interest to the Commission. The Committee again
stressed its interest in maintaining close relations with the Pan-American FMD Center.

2.4 Swine vesicular disease in Furope The Secretary provided information on the SVD
position in Europe. A number of outbrezks of the disease had occurred in the U.K. and Ttaly
and one in the Federal Republic of Germany.

The Committee agreed that the present policy regarding SVD control in Europe remained
valid.

3. Activities of the Research Group and Collaborating Laboratories

Dr. van Bekkum introduced the document on the "Activities of the Research Group and
Collaborating Laboratories". .

The Group held its annual Session from 29 September to 1 October 1981 at the Federal
Research Institute for Animal Virus Disease at Tiibingen, Federal Republic of Germany. The
Session was attended by members of the Group, as well as by Dr. Siitmoller, Pan-American
Foot-and-Mouth Disease Center, Rio de Janeiro, Dr. Kihm, Basel, and scientific workers from
IFFA, Mérieux, France, and Wellcome, U.K.

The main points discussed were:-

1} TFurcher information on preparation and shelf-1ife of concentrated FMD vaccines.
Progress had been made but more data were needed as it seemed that purified virus antigens
praepared with some strains might be less stable than others, once incorporated into vaccines.

2) Procedures for 2lution and testing of innocuity of wvaccines. The Group had concluded
that supplementation of the inmocuity test in cattle with a test in cell culture, using a
large quantity of eluted and concentrated antigen should be recommended. The procedure for
antigen elution, as specified in the Eurcpean Pharmacopeiz Monograph on FMD vaccines had been
found not to be effective with all vaccines. The presence of saponin was reported to
inhibit elution of some virus strains.

3} The Collaborative Laboratory Study is being continued. Further standardization of
procedures for the measurement of 1468 virus particles is the purpose of Phase VI of the
study.

4) With regard to matters referred to the Research Group by the Executive Committee of the
Commission, the Group expressed the following opinions:-

(a) The stock of BHK cell adapted seed viruses of exotic FMD types held by the AVRI
should be continuously checked for their appropriateness for emergency use in Europe.

(b) The Group considers that vaccine safety is primarily the responsibility of vacecime
" producers and national control authorities. It feels that it would be inappropriate
for the European Commission to make specific recommendations regarding the formulation
of vaccines. .



(c) With regard to the standards for the potency of FMD vaecines, the Group
expressed the opinion that vaccines should contain at least 7 PDSO as an observed
value.

(d) Regarding the movement of animals end animal products from areas where vaccination
with inmactivated vaccines against exotic FMD viruses had been practised but no
disease was present, the Group expressed the cpinion that restrictions on movement
should be maintained for a period of two months from the date of vaccination.

5) The Group discussed the desirability of recommending a change from A. to extra-European
strains of type A virus for vacecine production. It was reperted that Ehe epidemiological
situation in South America was more complicated than had previously been thought. The
Group therefore was not able to recommend any current field strain for incorporation in
European vaccines. Laboratories in Europe should, however, equip themselves in refarence
sera against extra-European viruses in order to be able to identify new isolates without
delay. Samples from outbreaks with unusual characteristics should be submitted to the
World Reference Laboratory for FMD without delay.

6) The Group expressed the opinion that national authorities should take steps to ensure
that materials leaving FMD laboratories for genetic engineering studies carried out else-
where have been properly tested for the absence of infectivity, Legislation covering the
importation of FMDV derived materials used in recombinant DNA work should be developed.
The Group recognised that important results had been obtained in recowmbinant DNA work with
FMD virus, especially in determining the nature of the virus genome.

Much work will, however, be required before the possible value of the polypeptides
obtained by genetic engineering for the purposes of vaccination can be established.

Dr. van Bekkum expressed words of appreciation to Dr. Rojahn and to the Government of
the Federal Republic of Germany for the arrangements made for and nospitality offered at the
last Session of the Research Group, held in Tiibingen in September/October 19381.

The nexr meeting of the Research Group has been planned in September 1982 and the Animal
Virus Research Institute, Pirbright, has accepted to host it.

A provisional Agenda was presented.

4. Futurz policy on FMD centrol in relation to its position in Furocpe

The Chairman requested the Secretary to introduce the working document on future policy
regarding FMD control in Europe.

The Secretary in underlining the main points of this document stated that in spite of the
efforts made and the remarkable progress achieved in FMD control im Europe, risk of intreducing
exotic and non-exotic virus types still persists.

Scme countries are relaxing vigilance while the whole of the European continent remains
vulnerable to invasion by FMD, Bearing this in mind the folleowing lines of activity should
be given high priority in the future policy of the Commission:

i) the control of residual FMD in Europe
ii) the protection of southeastern Europe
iii) wvigilance over importation of livestock and meat products, and
iv) collaboration with International Organizations, OIE, EEC, etec.

The Committee approved the propesal for future policy as outlined by the Secretary. As
regards technical assistance, the Committee agreed that the Commissicn snould continue as in
the past to provide such assistance through its Secretary, whenever requested through FAD,
provided there wers no financial implications for the Gommission.



Since there was some divergence of copipmion regarding the possibility of organizing
FMD training ceourses in Europe, the Chairman suggested that further discussion of this subject
be deferred to the next Session of the Committee by which time the Research Group would have
had the opportunity to examine it and make some proposals in this respect.

Dr. Ozawa pointed out that aé'iegards the Near East, a region of special interest for the
Commission, any assistance given would not imply financial implications imsofar as MINEADEP
(an FAQ regiomal project) is in a position to finance any such assistance.

As regards the setting up of an international FMD viccine bank, the Committee reconfirmed
its position as stated at its Forty-third Sessicm. Dr. Rejahn recommended that the Secretary
continue to collect information in this respect and keep the Committee informed on developments.
As regards collaboration with Internatiomal Organizations and in particular with the FMD
Commission of OIE, it was strougly recommended that duplication of activitiles be avoided.

5. Criteria for determining the level of annual contributions by member countries

It was recommended that the secretariat send this document to all member countries in
time for consideration at the Twenty-fifth Session to be held in Rome in April 1983.

6. Accounts and approval of budget

The financial report was introduced by the Administrative Assistant to the Commission.
Dr. Nazlioglu pointed out that his Government had already paid contributidns due for 1981
and 1982 whereas the document showing the pledge situation (provisional) as of 31.12.81
showed that the Turkish contribution was still outstanding. The seecretariat indicated
that this mattexr would be brought to the attention of the office concerned at FAD Headquarters.,

The Administrative Assistant explained to the Committee that the amount earmarked for
temporary assistance and overtime was intended for secretarial assistance from time to time
since it was not always possible to cobtain such assistance within the framework of the
present staffing system.

The accounts for 1981 and the administrative budget for 1982 were approved by the
Exacutive Committee without change.

7. Future activities

The Secretary will continue activities within the European continent along the lines of
the Functions specified under Article IV and V of the Commission's Constitution and the
programme of work approved by the Executive Committee and the Commission; in particular:

a) Maintenance of the buffer zone in Thrace. Coordination of efforts made by all
interested countries in assuring disease surveillance in Thrace. Vaceine will
be procured with the funds especially allocated for this purpose.

p) Maintaining close contatts with, government authorities, OIE, EEC and other
specialized agencies and institutes involved in the control of FMD in Europe.

¢) Visiting countries involved with FMD outbreaks in Europe or in other regiomns of
special interest to Europe and keeping all Commission members regularly informed
on the disease positiom.

d) Collecting accurate and rellable information on the measures adopted to prevent
the escape of virus from FMD vaceine production laboratories located in Europe.

e) Organizing Sessions of the Research Group in 1982 and of the Executive Committee
and the Commission in 1983.



f) Providing technical support to the FAQ/UNDP projects for FMD in Bulgaria and
Turkey.

g) The Commission through its Secretary will participate in activities carried out by
FAO in the field of FMD throughout the world. However, priority will be given to
Europe and regions of interest to Europe.

h) Attendance at QIE General Sessions, Begional Sessions and Sessions of the 0IF D

Commission and at any other internatiomal meetings where FMD policy and control
are discussed,

8. Any other business

Membership The Committee expressed the wish that those countries in Europe which have
not yet become members will scon join as full members. The Secretary stressed the need
for the Commission to find ways to overcome the obstacles which at present impede certain
countries from becoming members. :

The Committee requested the secretariat to look into the possibility of providing
associate membership in the case of those countries which are umable to enjoy full membership.

Forty-fifth Session On behalf of the Govermnment of the People's Republic of Bulgaria,
Dr. Belev invited the Committee to hold its Forty-fifth Session in Sofia from 8 to 11
February 1983.

Before closing the meeting the Chairman expressed his appreciation to the Portuguese
authorities for the excellent arrangements made for this Session of the Executive Committee
and for the warm hospitality extended to all the participants. He also expressed his
appreciation to the secretariat for the preparation of the working documents for and
organization of the meeting,
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE

Provisional Administrative Budget for 1982 — TP 9042

oss
«10 Personal Services
Ql. P5 Animal Health Officer x 12 months 41,000
06 Admin. Asst. x 12 months 26,000
03+ Temporary assistance 5,000
05, Overtime 1,000
+20  Iravel
Secretariat and Chairman
«30 Conirzotual services
«39 Services o bhe rendered by WRL in 1982
40  Gen, Overating Fxpenses
+45  Hospitality 500
«49 Miscellaneous ' 200

«30 Supplies and Matarials
(Special Punctions/Arts V of Constitution)

Annual income From pledges ~ UB3 116,680.70 Y

SPECIAL ACCOUNT

»20  Research Groun Travel

+30  Contractual Services
(WRL in comnection with Laboratory Study)

Mhecommitted valance

Balance as of 31 December 1981 USS 15,087

TR O TSRS

1/ France to pay from data of eniry;
isge if membership formalized by June 1982 contribution
for this year would increase income by US3 9,227,40.

us3

93,C00

10,000

2,000

700

10,000

115,700

SDESNSEETEE

7,000

5,0C0

4,087

16,087
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Appendix 2

FMD situation and prophvlaxis in Europe

The disease situatiom in Europe continues to improve, The type of epizootics that

in the past devastated the livestock industry no longer occurs. The sporadic casesg
reported in 1981 (Table 1) were mainly in conmection with the uncontrolled movement of
animals and animal products or with post-vaccination accidents. This improvement in the

situation of the disease is undoubtedly the most tangible result of the concerted efforts
made in Europe to prevent FMD. However, while the disease continues to be present in
other continents, Europe remains at risk and for the foreseeable future must maintain a
high level of protection through vaccination programmes and constant vigilance in order

level decreased.

In 1981 the situation regarding foot-and-mouth disease in Europe remained generally
favourable, The disease, except In the case of Portugal, Spain and France, where serious
cutbreaks occurred, during the first six months of 1981 was confined to isolated foci in
the rest of Europe these, however, immediately being brought under control. The number
of outbreaks of FMD and their virus type recorded in Europe, the Near East, and nerthemn
Africa during 1981, is shown in Table 1 and Table la.

Italy Three outbreaks of FMD were recorded during 1981 and were brought under control
without furcher spread of the disease. These were:-

(i) 31 March one outbreak Type C, in non-vaccinated young cattle imported from France.
The outbreaak occurred in Assisi, Province of Perugia, after a stopover for 15 days
at Cuneo. Origin of the diseass unknown.

(i1} 15 April one outbreak Type C. in non-vaccinated swine, Province of L'Aquila - all
affected anirals were destroyed.

(iii) 1 June one outbreak in cattle, Province of Modena; the four animals affected wera
destroyed. The virus was type A (close to As). .

Greece After almost three years of freedem from FMD, an ocutbresk of MD Type 0 was
reported on 21 August 1981 in Polyanthos, Department of Rododi on a farm in 14 head of
cattle out of which six were affaeted. All animals in the herd were slaughtered and
disposed of immediately. Sanitary and veterinary police measures, including ring
vaccination, were applied, Four secondary outbreaks were reported ten days after the
cccurrence of the first on four small farms situated in the Same commune of Polyanthos in
18 cattle, 411 animals were slaughtered and disposed of. Initial infection was probably
due to mechanical transmission of the virus by the owner of the farm on which the first
outbreaks occurred. The disease appeared ten days after the return of the owner from a
country in which outbreaks of FMD of the same type were Occurring at that time. The virus
concerned was identified by the FMD Institute in Athens and confirmed by the WRL, Pirbright,
U.X, These preliminary results indicate (a) a similarity between GRE 1/73 and GRE 1/81:

work at the WRL has demonstrated Austria 1/81 to be different from the 0 sub-group,
Investigations are continuing (WRL Inf.Sheet No.31,Appendix 3) . In Greeec& routine vaceination
is applied only in the buffer zone in Evros/Thrace with vaccine provided through FAQ for

the maintenance of vaccination campaigns in Thrace {southeastern Europe).
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Austria  The outbreaks of FMD Type O which occurred in pigs and cattle in March 1981 on a
farm in Thalheim, Lower Austria, were immediately brought under control by the slaughter of
all affected and suspected animals on the farm, In addition, ring vaccination of all
susceptible animals was carried out within a radius of 30 km from the cutbreaks involving
about 310,000 pigs and 90,000 cattle. There were two possible causes of the outbreak:
foreign labourers on their way back to Austriz carrying animal products contaminated with
FMD virus and illegal importation of frozen meat. This was confirmed when the laboratozry
results at the WRL, Pirbright, showed that the Type 0 virus isolated differed from the 0l
European straia,

Spain  From April 1980 no outbreaks cccurred until January 1981 when new foci of Type C
"appeared in pig herds inm three Provinces: Barcelona, Lerida and Huesca. These outbreaks
ware probably responsible for outbreaks during the same period in a neighbouring Departement
of France.

New outbreaks of Type C reappeared in pigs in Murcia-Navarra in April 1981 while in
October of the same year three outbreaks of Type C occurred in pigs im Barcelona. All
the cutbreaks of Type C which occurred were coafined to pigs with no spread to cattle. In
March 1981 two outbreaks of Type A (close to A5) appeared in cattle in the Department of
Barcelona.

" Routine vaccination of cattle was carried out annually using trivalent OAC aluminium
hydroxide vaccine while oil-based vaccine was used for pigs with satisfactory results in
the case of ring vaccination in affected areas.

Portugal The disease situation deteriorated during the first. six months of the year with
303 outbreaks of Type C, recorded in cattle, pilgs, sheep and goats in different premises
from January to July 1981,

The total number of outbreaks and animals slaughtered is given hereunder:

Month Qutbreaks Cattle Sheep Goats Pigzs

——
January 160 849 805 14 16,997
Fabruary 84 380 280 - 3,784
March 27 130 42 3 3,934
April 29 236 130 - 7,859
May 2 20 - - 150
June e T T < T ¢ o B = - 1<
July i 11 - - -

No further outbreaks were recorded after July until the end of 1981.

The disease control policy applied comsisted of striect Sanitary measures and the
vaccination of all animals with QAC trivalent vaccine. A stamping out policy was not
applied. The number of animals vaccinated in 1981 was: cattle 1,000,563 (corresponding
to the total cattle population in the country), sheep 40,370, pigs 251,787 and goats
16,081, Vaccination in Portugal is compulsory only for cattle and large pig herds and
for this reason practically all small ruminants not covered by vaccination constituted a
permanent source of infection in the country. The Commission has followed closely events
in Portugal since the beginning of the disease and, following the visit to Portugal of
the Secretary, a Tripartite Meeting of FAO/OLE/EEC was held in Paris in December 1980 to
discuss the problems current in the country and at which it was proposed that Portugal
should receive substantial aid from EEC or other internarional Organizations in implementing
disease control and eradication measures in combating the emergency situatiom. At the
Twenty-fourth Session of the Commissiom in Rome ia 4pril 1981, the Chairman again strassed
the gravity of the sitwation in Portugal especially in view of the concurrent presence of
African Swine Fever in the country (see Report of the Twenty-fourth Session, April 1981).



France After almost two years of freedom from FMD the country suffered two serious waves

of the disease at the beginning of 1981, the first in the Departement des Pyrénées Atlantiques
in January and February, and the second in the Departements Cdtes du Nord and La Manche in
March. The first outbreak, Type C, originated imn pigs kept on a farm in the commune of
Espelette close to the Spanish border. The second outbreaks were reported in pigs ia an
area clese to the first outbreak. The virus was Type C. In both cases a stamping out
policy was applied inveolving a total of 567 pigs, 80 cactle, 281 sheep and 22 goats.

Ring vaccination of pigs was undertaken with oil monovalent Type C vaccine.

The second wave of FMD occurred in March, first in the Departement C8tes du Nord with
13 outbreaks of Type 01 reperted. Cattle, pigs and sheep were affected. Origin of the
virus was unknown. Sanitary measures and a stamping out policy were applied involving
8,687 pigs, 625 cattle and 105 sheep and goats. Ring vaccination covering 700,000 animais
was undertaken. The second outbreak, Type 0, was reported in the Departement of La Manche
oen 21 March 1981 in young unvaccinated cartle. The virus was the same as that present in
the Departement CStes du Nord; seventy (70) cattle were slaughtered and strict sanitary
measures were applied.

United Kingdom Jersev and the Isle of Wight At the Twenty-fourth Session of the Commission
in April 1981 the presence of FMD in both islands was widely discussed details being contained
in the Commission's report. Strict sanitary measures and stamping out policy were applied

to all susceptible animals on the premises where outbreaks had occurred, A total of 254
cattle and 364 pigs were destroyed at a total cost of £178,174 in respect of indemnities and
other costs. A comprehensive investigatiom into the origin of the outbreaks was carried out
and subtyping of the virus at the AVRI showed it to be identical to virus causing ocutbreaks

in C8tes du Nord, Jersevy and La Manche. Known information concerning the beginning of the
outbreaks in Jersey and La Manche indicates that herds there were infected by the same route
and at the same time as in the Isle of Wight. The Isle of Wight is about 160 miles from

the ocutbreaks in Britanny and this represents the furthest known carriage of virus by

airborne means. ‘

USSR From informaticn received through official sources {0IE and two epizootiological
bulletins from USSR Veterinary Services) 10 outbreaks of TMD wers recorded in Ukraine,
Armenia (type 0,) and RSFSR Provinces {type A,,) in 1981. The disease position in USSR is
of great importance for Europe and the Secretary will try to obtain more accurate information
on the FMD situation especially in those areas of the USSR which are close to Europe.

General prophvlaxis in Europe

The Table on FMD prophylaxis in Eurcpe during 1981 (page 1§ of this Raport) shows
the extent of the vaccination coverage and the types of vaccines used in Europe. The number
of countries where the entire cattle population is covered by vaccination every year is slowly
but steadily decreasing so that large territories remain unprotected in Europe. Wide gaps
exist in the prophylectic system of southeastarn Europe.

In addition te the vaccination schemes, the application of the stamping out policy
combined with ring or area vaccipation has rapidly brought the disease under control in
countries where sporadic cases occurred in 1981. Although this shows promptness of
action in disease contrel in Europe, the various prophylactic measures which are now being
applied, including vaccination, sheuld be intensified especially in those countries where
risks of infection still persist (importation of animals, geographical position ete).

The Commission at its Twenty-fourth Session held in Rome in 1981 recommended that national
vaccination programmes should continue over the next five years. This recommendation
should be given seridus consideration especially in those countries where indigenous
sources of infection or trade with infected areas constitute a continuous threat of
disease invasion.



Trave]l and special activities of the Secratariat

The activities of the Secretary during 1981 have been along the lines specified under
Articles IV and V of the Commissicn's Constitution and the recommendations of the Forty-third
Session of the Executive Committee held in Crete, 27-30 January 1981, the Twenty-£fourth Session
of the Commission held in Rome, 7-10 april 1981, and the Session of the Research Group of the
Commission held in Tiibingen, Federal Republic of Germany, 2% September to 1 October 1981.

In addition to the Commission's activities, the Secretary has provided techaical
assistance to FMD projects,for which FAQ is the executing agency,in the following countries:-—
Argentina, Bulgaria, Burma, Colombia, Greece, Kampuchez, Lao, Peru, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Uruguay
and Zambia. He also participated in all FAQ activities in the field of ¥MD in various parts
of the world. ’

The Secretary attended the Forty-ninth. General Session of OIE held in Paris in May 1981,
and the Fifth International Congress of Virology held in Strasbourg, 2-7 August 1981, a
number of visits have been paid to Turkey and Bulgaria for project matters for which the
Secretary acts as Chief Technical Adviser. Together with Dr. van denm Berg, Chairman of the
Commission, the Secretary visited Turkey, Bulgaria and Romania for the purpose of reviewing
progress in the develovment of the new FMD Institute for large~scale vacecine preduction at
Ankara and to discuss FMD coentrol programmes in southeastern Eurcpe and the buffer zone in
Thrace., Members of the Executive Committee have been kept informed of the
activities of the Secretary through copies of his back-to-office Teports.

Membership of the Commission

Since its establishment, the Eurcpean Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease
has been striving to achieve a membership in whieh all European countries would be reprasented.
Membership increased gradually over the years from six im 1953 to 23 in 3981-Par1iamentary
ratification of France's application for membership is still awaited; when formalized membership
will reach 24 countries, A certain number of eastern European countries have not vet decided
to adhere formally to the European Commission although they participare indirectly in the

Commission's work. These are: Albania, Czechoslovakiz, Garman Democratic Republic, Poland,
Romania and the U.S$.S.R. It is hoped that the difficulties which have so far prevented these
countries from becoming members will socon be overcome. The Secratary will make avery effort

to speed up this development.
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WORLD REFERENCE LABORATORY FOR FOOT"AND“MOUTH DISEASEV

THE ANIMAL VIRUS RESEARCH INSTITUTE

PIRBRIGHT, WOKING, SURREY

CUMULATIVE REPORT FOR 1981

During 1981 227 samples from 29 countries have been examined for type of
virus. WVirus was demonstrated in 143 of these samples and the tvpes of virus
recovered are tabulated below.

ot [Tt o] A o] T ] ] ] e
GREECE 1 1
HONG KONG 16 4 7  +5sW
INDIA 53 8! 3| 8 17 17
ISRAEL s | 3| 1
JORDAN 3 ' ‘
RAMPUCHEA 3 3
KUWALT 12 1] 3 3 5
LAGS 2 1
LEBANON 2 L
LIBYA 2 2
MALAWT 12 6 6
MALAYSIA 17 8 9
MOZAMBIQUE 6 1 2 3 i
NEW ZEALAND 3 4
NIGERTA 14 : 5 2 7
OMAN 11 8 3
PAKISTAN 3 1 2
SAUDI ARABIA 9 3 8
SOMALTA 1 1
SOUTH AFRICA 11 5 1 5
SYRIA 1 1
SUDAﬁ 3 2 1
TUNISTA 1 1
TURKEY 3 3
UNITED KINGDOM 2
ZAMBIA 10 2 6 2
ZIMBABWE 5 3 | 1
YEMEN 15 11 4
TOTAL 227 63 | 15 8 | 16 | 12 1 23. | 84 + 5 sup

16.8% of samples were typed as original suspensions

83.27 of samples were typed as tissue culture
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Appendix 4
THE ANIMAL VIRUS RESEARCH IMSTITUTE f Ce

W.R.L. Information Sheet ¥No. 31 - FMD Tyoe 0 in Graece 1981

Foot-and-mouth disszase virus Type O was reportad in cartle at the emd of Augusct 1981
on a farm in the Polyamthos commune, Rodopl department (OIE Informacion Notz 103) in Greek
Thrace. Four other cutbreaks occurred between the end of August and the beginming of
September, all in the same commume of Polyanthos and all invelving cattla, (0IEX Informacion
Notes 105 and 107). The virus concerned was identified as type 0 by the Feot-and-Mouth
Diseasa Imstitute in Athems (OIE Information Note 103).

A sample of foot-and-mouth disease virus (WRL Ref. 0/Gre/1/81) was recaived from
Dr. Brovas at the beginning of September, 1981 iscolated ifrom Kemetint, Northern Greece,
and was examined in unilateral complement fixation tests comparing it with several reference
strains.

‘Refersnce Strains

DlBFS 186Q: received in November 1968 as bovine tongue eplthelium from an ouchreak in
Wrexham, U.K.

01 Lausarne/63 received from Dr. Fomtaine, IFFA, MErxisux, Framce

02 Brescia recsived from Dr. Traub. The 02 strain caused épizootics in Great Britain
and in Europe from 1937-57. '

0/Turkey 1/78 received from Dr. Boz. The origimal outbreak occurred in Manisa Provincee
(0 Manisa) in Turkey in 1969.

0faustria 1/81 received from Professor Fubin in Mareh 1981. The oucbreak occurred in pigs
in St. P8lzen district, Lower AustrTia.

0/Greeca 1/73 racsived from Dr. 3rovas Srom an outbraak in Evros desartment, November 1972.
3esults -
———— . '* values
Viruses Gre 1/73 Gre 1/81 BFS1860 OlLauxxnnc 3.3rascisz Turk 1/73 | Austria
Sera 2 1/81
013381860 1.07 0.93 1.0 1.28 0.483 Q.43 Q.48
01 Lausanne 0.44' Q.83 0.46" 1.0 .28 0.30 Q.26
0, Brescia 0.28 0.33. |} ©0.23 0.37 1.0 0.21 .17
G/Tar/1/73 Q.37 0.81 Q.78 | Q.75 8.5¢ 1.0 0.52
* N /Awe/1/81 1.00 0.80 . 0.34 0.27 . 0.21 0.88 1.9

. Coments
These preliminary results indicate:-

(1) A similaricy between Gra 1/73 and Gre 1/81
(2) 2oth show 2 similar relacionship with 0/austria 1/8L and 0,0BFS 1860 although rm=eceac work

ag Pirbright has demonstrated Austria 1/81 to be difierent ™ izom the Ol seogroup.

Specific antisera are being produced and investigations aras continuing and teing extanded
to inelude other type 0 isclates in an endeavour to clarify the situarion. Results will be
nublished in due course.

Qerober 1981 ) Ann E. ArTowsmith
R.¥. Osborne
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) : Appendix D
W.R.L. INFORMATION SEEET ¥o.32

Praliminary serclogical studiss on some type 'Q' FMDV strains occurring

apout the Middle East during 1981

.

Although the incidence of type O FMD in the world has remained stable in recent
years, a new strain was isolated in Austria in March 1981 which it appears may be
a member of a serological group of strains more widespread than was thought.

This strain has been shown to be different from the O, subgroup both in smmlogical
and in biochemical tests (Ring et al., (1981), Nature £93, 479-480.). Serological

investigations of a recent Gresk isolate has shown this virus to have some
relationship with that from Austria (WRL Information Sheet No. 31), and a
serclogical relationship was also demonstrated with the Austrian strain and a strain
isolated in Israel earlier this year (Lombard, M. persomal communicationm).

Isolates from five countries around the Middle East have now been examined to
ascertain whether any of these also had affipity with that from Austria. Unilataral
complement fixation tasts have beenm carriad out comparing these isolates with
standard reference strains.

The following current strains were included in this study:-

0/Israel 1/81 received February, 1981 from am ocuthreak in Ramallah district.
0/Jordan 1/81 received in June,l981 from an outbreak in Maan.
0O/Lebanou 1/81 received in September, 1981 from an outbreak in Bekaa.

C/Libya 1/81 received in October, 1981 from azn outbreak in Tripoli.

0/Syria 1/81 recsived in Jume, 1981 Zrem an outbreak in Aleppo.
Tha reference strains were:-

OI/BFS 1380; Ol Lausanne/63; O, 3resciz; O/Turkey 1/78; O0/Austria 1/81.

2
The details of originm of thesa were published in WRL Information Shest ¥o, 31.

Results
Trom these onewway tasts:-
(1) 0/Israel 1/81 and G/Svria 1/81 appear:-
(a) related to sach other
{b) to be dififerent from 0.3FS 1860 znd O, Lausanne
{c) to demonscrata a relatiocuship with 0/&ustria/81 strain

(2) 0©/Jordan appears co be related to O/Austria 1/81 and O/Turkey 1/78
(3) O/Lebanon 1/81 appears to be related te O/Turkey 1/73.

Conclusions

These preliminarvy results suggest the emargence of strains differing from
the original 01.

27th February 1982 A.E.M, Arrowsmith
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