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HALTING THE SPREAD OF DISEASE AND
HELPING LIVESTOCK FARMERS IN LIBERIA

The project was implemented in response to an outbreak in four
counties of Liberia of Peste des Petits Ruminants(PPR) or Sheep
and Goat Plague, a devastating disease affecting small
ruminants. A widespread vaccination programme was put in
place, awareness raised on ways of stopping the spread of the
disease and the resilience of farmers strengthened.

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?

Following the investigation and laboratory inspection of a
number of blood samples, a vigorous vaccination campaign
against the PPR was carried out in the affected counties of
Liberia. The vaccinations were coupled with a broader campaign
to raise the awareness of affected farmers, through workshops,
training and intensive sensitization on the methods to adopt in
the event of such outbreaks, such as the establishment of
guarantine measures.

Amid a backdrop of scarce knowledge of disease management
and traditional beliefs, the project was successful in reaching a
large number of farmers and spreading information on response
to this and other animal diseases, strengthening resilience and
boosting livelihoods in the process.

IMPACT

The achievements of the project demonstrated that that the
spread of PPR could be halted in high-risk communities. This had
a direct positive impact on livestock farmers’ livelihoods and the
nutritional security of the population in target areas, as well as
increasing resilience to disease in future.

Increased confidence in the farming community in Liberia
means that future animal health and food security challenges
can be faced in the knowledge that livelihoods need not
necessarily suffer, as greater awareness is in place.

KEY FACTS

Contribution
USD363 000

Duration
December 2015 — September 2016

Resource Partners
FAO

Partners
Ministry of Agriculture

Beneficiaries

20 000 livestock farmers in Maryland,
River Gee, Grand Gedeh, Grand Cape
Mount and Bomi counties
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AND WELL-BEING ANDINFRASTRUGTURE

58 867 sheep and goats belonging to around 15 600 farmers
were vaccinated. _/\,\/\' &

= Border checkpoint health inspectors and quarantine officers
trained in disease recognition and control.

= Five livestock officers from the Ministry of Agriculture and
45 animal health workers trained to collect blood samples,
conduct vaccination and recognize clinical signs of PPR.

= Flyers, leaflets and other communications materials produced
and spread during workshops and town hall meetings to raise
awareness on responses to animal diseases.

= Workshop held to strengthen capacities in the fields of
preventive vaccination methods, disease
recognition/surveillance and reporting. 60 officials benefited
from the workshop.

Project Code
TCP/LIR/3504

Project Title
Emergency assistance for the control of Peste des Petits Ruminants

Contacts
FAO Office in Liberia
FAO-LR@fao.org

Berhanu Bedane (Lead Technical Officer)
Berhanu.Bedane@fao.org

South-South and Resource Mobilization Division
Marketing, Outreach and Reporting Team (TCS3)
Reporting@fao.org

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS


mailto:FAO-LR@fao.org
mailto:Mohamed.Bazza@fao.org
mailto:Reporting@fao.org

