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The Republic of Haiti
Already critical levels of acute food insecurity likely to deteriorate

Record-high acute food insecurity projected 
between March and June 2024
The food insecurity situation in Haiti has 
deteriorated gradually since 2018 due to a 
multidimensional crisis driven by macroeconomic 
challenges, spiking food prices and below‑average 
agricultural production due to frequent natural 
disasters and lack of agricultural inputs, exacerbated 
by escalating armed gang violence amid a slow 
political transition. 

According to the latest Integrated Food Security 
Phase Classification (IPC) analysis, the number of 
people facing high levels of acute food insecurity 
(IPC Phase 3 or above [Crisis or worse]) is projected 
at a record level of 5 million between March 
and June 2024, about half of the population 
analysed (Figure  1).i Haiti now ranks among the 
countries with the highest prevalence of acute 
food insecurity in the world.ii About 1.6 million 
people classified in IPC  Phase 4 (Emergency) are 
located in the metropolitan communes of Cité 
de Soleil, Crois des Bouquets and Port-au‑Prince 
as well as in parts of Artibonite, Grand‑Anse and 
Ouest departments (Map  1). The projection marks 
a significant deterioration in acute  food insecurity 
compared to the August 2023–February  2024 

 Highlights
	¾ Food insecurity in Haiti has been worsening since 2018 due to economic setbacks and 

below‑average agricultural production, exacerbated by escalating violence. 

	¾ Heightened violence has disrupted food supply, hindered access to essential services, increased 
internal displacements of people and affected delivery of humanitarian assistance.

	¾ The number of people facing high levels of acute food insecurity is projected to reach a record 
level of 5 million, half of the population analysed, between March and June 2024.
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Figure 1: Evolution of population classified 
in IPC Phase 3 or above (Crisis or worse) 
(October 2019–June 2024)

Note: Percentages refer to the share of people classified in IPC Phase 3 
(Crisis) and above, out of the population analysed 

Source: Author's own elaboration based on data from the Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), May 2024. https://www.
ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1156884/?iso3=HTI

period, due to elevated levels of food prices and the 
intensification of gang violence limiting access to 
markets and food. Considering the volatile situation, 
immediate action is imperative to prevent the risk 
of deterioration towards catastrophic conditions 
of acute food insecurity as they already occurred 
during the September 2022–February 2023 period. 

 -

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

Oct 19−Feb 20 Aug 20−Feb 21 Sep 21−Feb 22 Sep 22−Feb 23 Aug 23−Feb 24 Mar−Jun 24 
Projection

M
ill

io
ns

IPC 3 (Crisis) IPC 4 (Emergency) IPC 5 (Catastrophe)

35%
42%

44%
48%

44%

50%

https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1156884/?iso3=HTI
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1156884/?iso3=HTI


2

Escalating violence aggravates already 
critical levels of acute food insecurity
The security situation in the country has dramatically 
deteriorated in early 2024. Access to essential services, 
such as health care and education, as well as to markets 
is severely restricted, particularly in urban areas. Since 
November  2023, the food supply to markets in the 
southern region has been reduced due to roadblocks 
on the main road to the capital, Port‑au‑Prince, with 
consequent upward pressure on food prices. Imports 
of all goods, including food, have been suspended 
since early March 2024, following disruptions at the 
ports and airports, with a further detrimental impact 
on local food availability. Gangs continue to attack 
infrastructures in the capital, including schools, 
hospitals, government buildings and electricity 
stations, curtailing their operations. The closure of 
an important oil terminal on 22 April 2024 due to 
repeated attacks by armed groups could lead to even 
more severe restrictions in gasoline supply and a 
further rise in prices.III Humanitarian agencies also face 
increasing challenges in delivering assistance due to 
roadblocks and looting of supplies. As of March 2024, 
there were 362 550 internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
in the country, more than double compared to a year 
before,iv mainly from the department of Ouest, where 

Port‑au‑Prince is located. The heightened insecurity 
has also caused abandonment of about 3 000 hectares 
in the eastern part of Artibonite Department, where 
insecurity has intensified in recent yearsv and which 
correspond to about 5 percent of the country's total 
rice sowings. Instead, farmers decided to cultivate crops 
in lower lands in western Artibonite, although they are 
less equipped with irrigation facilities and more prone 
to flooding. The planned UN-authorized Multinational 
Security Support Mission is unlikely to take place in 
the near future, as hurdles, including low funding, are 
expected to persist.vi 

Unfavourable prospects for cereal 
production in 2024
Below-average rainfall amounts between mid‑February 
and mid-April 2024 resulted in soil moisture deficits and 
below-average crop conditions in key cereal producing 
departments of Ouest, Centre and Artibonite (Map 2). 
Ongoing planting operations of the main printemps 
season maize and paddy crops are reportedly delayed 
due to insufficient soil moisture.vii High production 
costs and low availability of inputs are expected to keep 
plantings at below-average levels, likely lowering cereal 
production in the 2024 main season. Domestic cereal 
production has steadily declined since 2018, reducing 

Map 1: Acute food insecurity projection (March–June 2024)

Overview 

Armed gang violence has increased in recent months, pushing many people to seek 
refuge in safer places, with an estimated 362,000 people now internally displaced. Most 
of the displaced people leave metropolitan areas (around 17,000 people have left Port-
au-Prince) for the departments, leaving behind their livelihoods and facing even more 
vulnerable situations. This increase in gang violence limits the circulation of goods and 

Compared to the previous projection made during the August 2023 analysis, the 
situation has deteriorated, with approximately 4.97 million people (50 percent of the 
analysed population) facing high levels of acute food insecurity for the period March to 
June 2024. This includes approximately 1.64 million people (17 percent of the analysed 

stark deterioration of food security in Haiti, with 532,000 additional people experiencing 
acute food insecurity compared to previous estimates for this season. 

The key drivers to this deterioration are increased gang violence, rising prices, low 
agricultural production due to below-normal rainfall, and the lack of previously 

humanitarian food assistance. In the coming months, partners plan to reach 8 percent 

Grand’ Anse rural (Grand’ Anse HT07 and HT08), La Gonâve (West HT01, the transverse 
part of the West (West HT07) and the poor/very poor (P/TP) neighbourhoods of Cité 
Soleil, Croix des Bouquets and Port au Prince. The rest of the country remains in Phase 3 
as estimated in the previous IPC analysis.

The towns of Jérémie, the Haut Plateau (Centre HT03), the Artibonite HT04, the South 
Coast (South HT08) and Tabarre P/TP have a high prevalence of food insecurity. 
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and development, it is essential to 
rethink intervention strategies.

MEF, MDE, IHSI, FAES, Nutrition Coordination / MSPP, BHN, CNSA (central and decentralized level), AVSI, Concern Worldwide, Save the Chidren, ESUN, WFP, FAO, FewsNet, Food Security Sector (FSS-Haiti) and SHAC-
DA / French Embassy. With the technical support from the IPC Global Support Unit (GSU).
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the availability of staple foods and affecting agricultural 
livelihoods. Above‑average precipitation amounts 
are forecast between June and August 2024 and are 
likely to replenish soil moisture deficits and improve 
conditions for crop development. However, if excessive 
rains materialize at crop maturation stage or harvesting 
period, they could diminish yields or constrain 
harvesting operations. In addition, above‑average 
temperatures are forecast throughout the main 
cropping season, which, combined with above‑average 
rainfall amounts, are likely to foster pest infestations. The 
2024 hurricane season (June–November) is forecast to 
be above average,viii further raising risks of crop losses 
and damage to livelihoods and infrastructure.   

High prices continue limiting access to 
food
In February 2024, the annual food inflation rate stood  
at 32 percent,ix severely limiting access to food by 
vulnerable households, whose purchasing power 
has already been eroded by double-digit inflation 
rates between 2016 and 2023.x Prices of domestically 
produced maize meal and black beans in March 2024 
were overall higher year-on-year in most markets,xi 
due to the reduced domestic outputs in 2023, 
compounded by high transport costs and difficult 

access to markets. The cost of a typical food basket 
has steadily increased during the first four months of 
2024 in Ouest Department and, in mid-April, it was 
20 percent higher than in January 2024.xii Insecurity, by 
hindering the functioning of key markets and limiting 
trade flows, placed additional upward pressure on 
prices as it caused a scarcity of some essential products 
due to a decrease in the number of traders in markets 
and increasing household demand.xiii If domestic 
agricultural production does not improve market 
supply and insecurity persists, prices of staple foods  
will likely remain at high levels in the remainder of 
2024, with further negative consequences on access 
to food. 

FAO plans to assist over half a million 
people in 2024
In the Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan 2024, 
FAO plans to improve self-reliance of vulnerable 
farming families and strengthen their resilience by 
boosting agricultural and livestock production. FAO 
requires USD 42.6 million to assist 528 000 people in 
2024 to improve their production of staple foods and 
livestock by distributing seeds (beans, rice, cassava 
and vegetables), small animals and fertilizers as well as 
providing materials to protect livestock assets.xiv 

Map 2: Vegetation Condition Index as of April 2024

Note: Based on METOP-AVHRR. WGS84, geographic Lat/Lon.

Source: FAO. 2024. Earth Observation. Global Information and Early Warning System on Food and Agriculture (GIEWS). Rome. Cited May 2024. 
http://www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/index.jsp?lang=en. 
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