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1 THE CURRENT EU RAPID ALERT SYSTEM FOR FOOD AND FEED
Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 is the legdl basis of theRapid Alert Sysem for Food and Feed (RA S-F).

The sygem involves anetwork consiging of the M ember Saes the Eurgpean Food Safety Authority
and the Commission, which is repponsible for the management of the sygem.

The rgpid det sygem for food and feed (RASF) is primarily a tool for exchange of information
between conpedent authorities in cases where a risk to human hedth arising from a food or fead has
been identified and messures have been taken, such as withholding, recaling, seizure or rgjection of the
produds concerned. This quick exchange of information dlows dl Merber Saes to verify
immediately whether they are dso affected by the problem. Whenever the produd is dready on the
market and should nat be consumed, the M ember States autharities arethen in a position to take al
urgent measures, including direct information tothepublic if necessary.

Third countries can enter the sysem on the basis of bilaerd agreements. Conditions for such bilaterd
agreements are reciprocity and confidertidity requirements & least equivaent tothe EU provisions. No
such bilaeral agreement has been concluded to date.

Nevertheess, in the meantime, the RASHF informs the authorities of athird country in the folloving
circumstances:

e whenitis knowntha afood or feed subjed to anatification has been exported to thisthird courtry,
sotha it may take gopropride measuresto pratect itsconsumers;

e when aprodud orignating from thisthird country has been subject to anotificaion, so asto dlow
its aLthoritiestotake goprapriae corredive measures.

Snce Ma 2003, the Commission publishes weekly on the web site of the Diredorae Genera for
Health and Consumer Pratedion areport containing information on al notificaions. In doingso, it has
been necessary to drike a baance baween gpenness and pratedion of commercidly sensitive
information. Theaefore informaion on thetype of produa and the problem idertified, the orign of the
produa and the natifying M ember Stde is published. Trade names and the idertity of individua
companies are nat published. Theaimis to avoidtha thepublication of too much information becomes
counte produdive andtha infarmation iswithheld fromthesy sem by fears of negativepublicity.
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However, provision of further informaion to the public can be decided case by case where judtified,
such & the need to recal or withdrav a product, or to avoid consurption of an aready purchased
produd.

The rgpid dert sygem is aconcrete and visible result of Eurgpean integration. The quick exchange of
information about food and feed relaed risks to human hedth ensures coherent and simultaneous
actionsby dl M anber Saes. Thisis amgor contributionto consumer safey.

2. THE FUTURE

The gobdisation of trade means that food and feed presenting arisk to human hedth may have avery
wide distribution. In order to ensure that dl measures required to proted consumer hedth are taken
without delay in a coordinaed mamer, an intanaiona network for rgid exchange of informaion is
essentid. Theprojea of aWorldwide RA SFF is included inthe Commission’ sfinancid peagpedivesfor
2006-2013.

A worldwide sysem could be s& up providing a framework for the exchange of information between
countries or regona economic integration organisaions.

For the systemto fundion, acentraised list of contadt points should be available to al members of the
sysem. There should be only one contact point per country. A centra point which manages the sysgem
should be designated. Preferably, this centra point should be indgpendent of a paticular country or
world regon.

The centra point should aso draw up procedures defining the means of transmission, possible deadlines
and the contert of themessages.

The centra point should maintainthelig of contadt points and updéae it every timeit receives a change
from amember courtry. It should asoto kegp centrdised (d&igica) informaionto gve feedback todl
member countries

Theworldwidesystem should bephased inprogressively

The possbleinitial triggers for anaotification could be:

1. amessuretha has been taken on the basis of intemationa sandards, or in absence thereof, on
regonal or national standards, in order to pratect human hedlth;

2. ameasurethat has been teken regardinganew or emerging risk to humean health, for which legd
standards are nat y & available.



