
Asia Pacific Forest Invasive 

Species Network

(APFISN)



What is APFISN?
 established as a response to the costs and dangers posed by 

invasive species to the sustainable management of forests in 

the Asia-Pacific region.

 a cooperative alliance of 32 member countries of the Asia-

Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC). The network operates 

under the umbrella of APFC which is a statutory body of the 

Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations. 

 focuses on inter-country cooperation that helps to detect, 

prevent, monitor, eradicate and/or control forest invasive 

species in the Asia-Pacific region.



What we do

 Raise awareness of FIS throughout the Asia-Pacific 

region

 Exchange and share information on FIS among member 

countries

 Facilitate access to technical expertise, research results 

and training and education opportunities

 Strengthen capacities of member countries to conduct 

research, manage FIS and prevent new incursions

 Develop strategies for regional cooperation and 

collaboration in combating threats posed by FIS





http://www.apfisn.net

https://twitter.com/APFISN



APFISN History/Activities

 2002 - invasive species raised as an important issue at APFC

 2003 – Steering committee formed

 2004 – Formal Inception  of APFISN

 Initial focus on policy (partic. stocktaking of country activities 

in FIS) has gradually shifted to technical matters (capacity 

building)

 2005 – “Development of an Asia-Pacific regional strategy for 

Eucalyptus rust” workshop held in Thailand in collaboration 

with ACIAR and FAO

 2005 – “Developing an Asia-Pacific strategy for forest invasive 

species: the coconut beetle problem - bridging agriculture 

and forestry”  workshop held in Vietnam in collaboration with 

USDA-FS, FAO and APAFRI



APFISN History/Activities

 2006 – “Early warning systems for forest invasive species”held 

in India in collaboration with USDA-FS, KFRI and FAO.

 2007 – “Developing Invasive Species Management Plans” 

workshop held in Malaysia in collaboration with USDA-FS, FAO 

and APAFRI. 

 2007 – Assisted with “International Workshop on Biological 

Control of Invasive Species of Forest” workshop held in China 

(10 APFISN participants).

 2008 – “Risk-based targeted surveillance for forest invasive 

species” workshop held in Vietnam. 

 2009 – “Invasive Plants in the Tropics: Ecology, Management 

and Livelihoods” meeting held in India



APFISN History/Activities

 2009 – “Plant Invasion and Forest Ecology: Concerns and 

Solutions held in Chandigarh” meeting held in India

 2009 – “Restoration after Ice-snow Disaster and Forest Health 

Restoration” meeting held in China

 2010 – “Pathways of Biological Invasions into Forests” 

workshop held in Bhutan

 2011 - “Forest Health Technology and Phytosanitary 

Standards” held in China

 Most activities to 2012 organised by the Kerala Forest 

Research Institute secretariat. A second secretariat was then 

formed in China…


