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Public international law and Law of the Sea (Modules: PIL-101; LOS-102) 
•	General understanding of the fundamental principles of the public international

law. Concepts, definitions and articles under the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) relevant to the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures 
(PSMA).
Duration: 4 hours of lectures + 1 hour of practical exercises

Fisheries legislation (Module: FL-101) 
•	Overview of the international legally binding instruments relating to fisheries and

other international binding instruments.
Duration: 6 hours of lectures + 1 hour of practical exercises 

Fisheries management  (Module: FM-101) 
•	Objectives and principles of fisheries management, United Nations’ Sustainable

Development Goals relevant to fisheries, management plans, precautionary 
approach, and technical conservation measures. 
Duration: 2 hours of lectures + 1 hour of practical exercises

Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (Module: FM-102; and supplement) 
•	Introduction to the concept and dimension of illegal, unreported and unregulated

(IUU) fishing, identification of IUU fishing activities and their impact on sustainable 
fisheries management, IUU fishing estimation and indicators.
Duration: 3 hours of lectures + 1 hour of practical exercises

The Agreement on Port State Measures  (Module: PSMA-101) 
•	The scope of the Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA), definitions and

objectives; international obligations and responsibilities of port, flag and coastal 
States. The integration of national and regional systems and the role of regional 
fisheries management organizations (RFMOs).
Duration: 6 hours of lectures + 6 hours of practical exercises

PROGRAMME



Implementation of non-binding instruments  (Module: NBI-101) 
•	Analysis of the provisions of non-binding instruments such as the Voluntary

Guidelines for Transshipment and Catch Document Schemes and the way these 
provisions strengthen the implementation of binding instruments. 
Duration: 4 hours of lectures

Monitoring, control and surveillance (Modules: MSC-101; MSC-102; MSC-103)
•	Introduction to monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS), information sources, use

and management, MCS programmes and schemes, planning and implementation 
of MCS operations (sea, shore, air), MCS technology.
Duration: 22 hours of lectures + 15 hours of practical exercises

Enforcement (Module: ENF-101) 
•	Types of non-compliance, detection, evidence collection and management,

post-inspection actions, processes and sanctions. 
Duration: 10 hours of lectures + 2 hours of practical exercises

Cooperation and international instruments  (Modules: COOP-101; PSMA-102) 
•	Introduction to different aspects of national and international cooperation and

coordination to combat IUU fishing, including introduction to international 
instruments that are complementary to the PSMA, such as the International Maritime 
Organization’s Cape Town Agreement and the International Labour Organization’s 
Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 (No. 188).
Duration: 6 hours of lectures + 1 hour of practical exercises

FAO information systems (Module: FIS-101) 
•	Understanding of the main information systems, notably the FAO Global Record of

Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global Record) 
and the PSMA Global Information Exchange System (GIES), including their use and 
management.
Duration: 2 hours of lectures + 6 hours of practical exercises.
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Under its Global Capacity Development Programme to support the implementation of the 
2009 FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported 
and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) has developed a Global Training Programme (GTP) to contribute to national, regional, and 
global efforts to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing. 
The GTP encompasses a series of specialized courses built on a number of modules, the details 
of which are included in the GTP Prospectus. 

This FAO international course on fisheries port inspections in support of the Agreement on 
Port State Measures has been designed to strengthen the capacity of fisheries inspectors to 
perform their tasks. 

It enables professionals in the field to achieve the cohesive implementation at national and 
regional levels of the provisions of the PSMA, which entered into force on 5 June 2016. 

Lectures and practical sessions are delivered by experts from FAO and national authorities, along 
with guest lecturers from other international organizations and countries.

This course aims to address key aspects of the training of inspectors, in order to provide them with 
a solid and consolidated theoretical and practical knowledge to implement the PSMA effectively. 

This course forms part of the FAO Global Training Programme in
support of the implementation of international fisheries instruments
to combat IUU fishing.
More information is available by downloading the Prospectus here:

https://doi.org/10.4060/cd2625en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cd2625en
https://doi.org/10.4060/cd2625en


CHLOE GOUACHE is an international fisheries 
Legal and Policy Consultant in FAO’s Fisheries 
Global and Regional Processes Team, supporting 
the African region in improving their national 
fisheries’ legislative and policy frameworks 

to effectively implement the PSMA and complementary 
international instruments and achieve sustainable fisheries.

REBECCA SACKEY-MENSAH is a Fisheries 
Officer with FAO’s Fisheries Global 
and Regional Processes Team, supporting 
information exchange systems.  Previously, 
Ms Sackey-Mensah worked in the Ghanaian 

fisheries administration. 

MATTHIAS PETOFALVI is an Information 
Technology Project Manager in FAO’s Fisheries 
Global and Regional Processes Team, working 
on the FAO Global Record and the PSMA 
Global Information Exchange System, since 

2022. He has extensive work experience on international data 
exchange systems at DG MARE, at the European Commission.

OSVALDO URRUTIA is a Senior Legal 
and Policy Consultant with FAO’s Fisheries 
Global and Regional Processes Team. He 
has vast experience as a legal and policy 
adviser on issues related to the Law of the Sea 

and marine living resources. He is also a senior lecturer in 
international law and the Law of the Sea at P. Universidad 
Católica de Valparaíso (Chile). 

ANTONIO CERVANTES is a Senior Fisheries 
Consultant with FAO’s Fisheries Global and 
Regional Processes Team. Mr Cervantes is a 
Senior Expert in Fisheries Science with extensive 
experience as an international fisheries officer 

at the European Commission, and as a researcher at the 
Spanish Institute for Oceanography.

SHELLEY CLARKE is a Senior Fisheries 
Analyst in FAO’s Fisheries Global and 
Regional Processes Team with responsibilities 
for IUU fishing quantification tools and 
guidance, as well as trade and traceability 

documentation systems.  

ESTHER BOY is a Senior MCS  Consultant in 
FAO’s Fisheries Global and Regional Processes 
Team since 2022 supporting Latin American 
and the Caribbean region to fulfil their 
responsibilities as flag, port, coastal and market 

States. Ms Boy has more than 20 years of expertise in the 
Spanish fisheries administration.

JOÃO NEVES is a Senior MCS and Compliance 
Consultant in FAO’s Fisheries Global and 
Regional Processes Team, since 2019. Mr Neves 
has extensive experience as an International 
MCS/Compliance officer at the Secretariat 

of the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission and the 
European Commission.

ERIC MOSTERT  is a Senior MCS and Enforcement 
Consultant in FAO’s Fisheries Global and 
Regional Processes Team, since 2018. He 
headed numerous operational services within 
the French Maritime Affairs administration.

ALICIA MOSTEIRO  is a Fisheries Officer in 
the PSMA Secretariat currently acting as 
Technical Secretary for the PSMA Technical 
Working Group on Information Exchange 
(TWG-IE) and the Global Record Informal 

Open-Ended Technical and Advisory Working Group (GRWG). 
Ms Mosteiro has served in FAO’s Fisheries Global and 
Regional Processes Team since 2012.

BUBA BOJANG is a Legal Officer in the FAO 
Development Law Service who specializes in 
Fisheries law including providing technical 
assistance and advice to FAO Member Nations 
on national fisheries law development and 

related matters. He was a State Counsel at the Attorney 
General Chamber and Ministry of Justice of the Gambia and 
Legal Officer and Registrar at the Gambia Maritime 
Administration (2007-2013).

FAO LECTURERS



CARLOS CHAMIZO CATALÁN is the Chief 
of Inspection Service of the Atlantic Fisheries 
at the Unit of Fisheries Surveillance and Fight 
Against Illegal Fishing, at the Spanish Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. Besides his 
more than 20 years of experience in fisheries 

inspection, he is in charge of coordination with the European 
Fisheries Control Agency and regional fisheries management 
organizations of the North Atlantic, such as NAFO and 
NEAFC. 

ESMERALDA SÁNCHEZ SÁNCHEZ  is Chief 
of Coordination Service at the Unit of Fisheries 
Surveillance and Fight Against Illegal Fishing, 
at the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food. With 18 years of experience as 

fisheries inspector, she is also the project manager for the 
development and implementation of the electronic inspection 
report in Spain and coordinates the performance of Spanish 
fisheries inspectors based on the coast.

GONZALO DELGADO GONZÁLEZ
is the Head of Import Control and IUU Fishing 
Area at the Unit of Fisheries Surveillance and 
Fight Against Illegal Fishing, at the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in Spain. 

Mr Delgado González has been working at the Ministry in 
monitoring, control and surveillance of the fishing activity 
since 2015, and currently is responsible for the implementation 
of the European Regulation 1005/2008 in Spain, to prevent, 
deter and eliminate IUU fishing.

GERARDO PONTE FERNANDEZ is the Chief 
of Inspection Service at the Unit of Fisheries 
Surveillance and Fight Against Illegal Fishing, at 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
in Spain. Mr Ponte has 18 years of experience in 

fisheries inspection. He has also been in charge of surveillance 
assets for 6 years. Currently he programmes and supervises 
the activity of fisheries inspectors. 
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IRENE FARIÑA  is the Chief of Import Services 
in Pontevedra, at the Spanish Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. With more than 
20 years of experience in the fisheries inspection 
field, her current responsibilities include the 

control and inspection of importations of fisheries products 
and of foreign fishing vessels in the area of Pontevedra. 

LUIS TABOADA ANTELO is a Senior Scientist 
in the Consejo Superior de Investigaciones 
Científicas (IIM-CSIC), Spain. He leads an 
emerging line of application of artificial 
intelligence to marine sciences, focused mainly 

on its use for automatic identification and in real time of the 
total catch on board fishing vessels.

MARTA LLOPIS LOPEZ is a Fisheries Inspector 
at the Unit of Fisheries Surveillance and Fight 
Against Illegal Fishing, at the Spanish Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. She carries 
out inspections in Spanish and foreign country 

ports, with a vast experience in at-sea missions at a national, 
European and international level.

AMANDA ARTEAGA SÁNCHEZ is a Fisheries 
Inspector at the Spanish Fisheries Monitoring 
Centre at the Unit of Fisheries Surveillance 
and Fight Against Illegal Fishing at the Spanish 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 

She has extensive experience in inspection activity, and in 
particular in VMS-based control and surveillance duties.

CAROLINA TORRESANO is a Fisheries 
Inspector at the Unit of Fisheries Surveillance 
and Fight Against Illegal Fishing at the Spanish 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. She 
has more than 10 years’ experience in Imports 

Control especially in administrative procedures related to the 
importation of fisheries products.

JOSÉ VICENTE CASTRO  is the Chief of Service 
of the Pontevedra fisheries inspection team at 
the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food. Mr Vicente Castro coordinates the 
inspection activity of the inspectors’ team 

based on Pontevedra, whose main activity is related to foreign 
flagged fishing vessels and landings of long-distance fleet. 

TECHNICAL COLLABORATORS

CARLOS BOTANA is the President of the Port 
of Vigo Authority.  He is currently the 
coordinator of the Ports Pillar in the Atlantic 
Area of ​​the European Commission, member 
of the Sustainability and Development 

Committee and the Energy Committee of the European 
Sea Ports Organisation and member of the Climate and 
Energy Committee of the International Association of Ports 
and Harbours.

PEDRO GALACHE is the Head of the 
Strategy and Cooperation Unit at the European 
Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA).  He has a 
vast experience in Fisheries Control Matters 
at European and international level in different 

functions, including Fisheries Counselor in the Permanent 
Representation of Spain to the European Union, as well as 
Leader of various cooperation projects in fisheries matters 
with different countries.
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Some rights reserved. This work is available
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence

This FAO international course on fisheries port inspections in support of the Agreement 
on Port State Measures has been designed to strengthen the capacity of fisheries inspectors 
to perform their tasks. It is meant to assist professionals in the field with a wider and a more 
complete understanding of the provisions of the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA) 
and complementary international instruments to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing. The course also provides extensive practical training. Lectures and practical sessions are 
delivered by experts from FAO, national authorities and guest lecturers. This course forms part 
of the FAO Fisheries Global Training Programme (GTP) under the Global Capacity Development 
Programme in support of the implementation of the PSMA and complementary international 
instruments.

Support for the organization of this course has been provided by:

With the collaboration of: 

More information can be obtained from FAO at PSMA-support@fao.org

Some rights reserved. This work is available
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence ©
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