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10 INTRODUOI1ION 

The Republic of "vhe Seychelles consists of 92 islands Jyi[J.g in the Indian Ocean 
between 30 South &1d 110 South latitude, and 46° East and 57° East longitudee The main 
island of Mah~ is 930 km from Malagasy, 1 590 km from Mombasa (Kenya,) and 2 18o km from 
Bombay (India)@ The islands have a land area of 444 square kilometres,, Since the entry 
into force of the Maritime Zones Act (1 August 1977) 9 the Republic claims sovereign rights 
for the purpose of exploration, exploitation;conservatim1 and management of all resources 
within a two hundred miles exclusive economic zone which covers some 700 OOO square kilo­
me·tres0 It also claims such rights over a part of the continental shelf of Saya de Malha 
which la,ys ou·tside the two hundred miles limi't in the southeastern part of the archipelago,, 

According to the 1977 census, the total population is presently 62 OOO of which 88% 
live on Mah~, 7% on Pra.slin 9 3% on La Digue and 2!1/o on the other islands (mainly on 
Silhouette, Denis, Darros, Farquhar, Asumption and F'r~gate),, .All other islands have less 
than 50 inhabitants or have no permanent population., 

The countr-y became independent on 29 June 1976 after being administered for 44 years 
by France (177(}-1814) and for 162 years by U,,K., (1814-1976)., Despite this, the culture of 
"che islands remains more French than British., The predominel'l.t language is creole which is 
French-based hut with ma.rzy words and constructions derived from Ehglish, Arabic and African 
languages., Since the entry into force of the Constitution (.Amendment) Act, 1976, the 
official languages of the Republic are English and French., English remains de facto the 
only working language in ·!;he public administration., The Government Gazette IS 'fO'r"the 
moment published only in that language &1d the bulk of the laws in force are drafted along 
British s·f;a~de,rds., However, the French criminal code is still in force and the new civil 
code replacing since 1975 the French one has retained a good proportion of the rules 
included in ·the latter., The Interpreta:tion and General Provisions Act, 1976, stipulates 
that when terms or expressions of French law are used in an Act, they must he interpreted 
in e,ocordanoe with Fre110h law., 

Fish has always been by fa.:t' the main source of animal protein for the Seychellois,, The 
consumption of fish per capita is among the highest in the world (85 kg/yea:r),, The present 
landings make the island just self sufficient and represent about 5 500 tons each year,, Up 
to now, fishing has not represented an important factor for Seyohelle's economic growth., 
The Seychelles Development Plan, 1973, stressed the need to protect the environment, to 
develop ·the tourist industry and to improve infrastructure, hut did not even mention the 
fishing industry., Between 1971 and 1977 9 the manpower employed in fishery increased from 
602 to 836. This is a low rate when compared with those of tourism and related industries 
(hotels: 174 ·to 2 158; domestic services: 1 749 to 2 595). 

Shortly after independence, and in particular since the entry into force of the Maritime 
Zones Act 1 ·~he Government agreed upon a diversification of the economy and decided to develop 
the fishery sector. In 1978 a large soale tuna industry project was launched with French and 
Bri tiGh assistance. By ·bhe end of 1979 four Seychelles tuna vessels are expected to be in 
operation. It is expected that they will land 41000 tons of tuna per year which will be 
exported. 'I'be Government has e,lso decided to nee;otiate with foreign oountries 
wHh a view to allowing ·!;hem fishing rights against the payment of fees or other forms of 
compensation. It is understood that such rights will be granted 011ly to a few vessels until 
a more precise assessment of the magnitude of the stocks and their potential annual yields is 
available., A"°cording to a recent report from the Indian Ocean Programme· (IOP) :JJ, the order 
of magnitude of potential annual yield estimates might fall within the following ranges: 

(i) 

(ii) 
(iii) 

demersal, reef 00 """""" """ ""@" ""@"" 0 "• 

demersal, trawl ""'"@"""""""@""'"'"'""""""" 
small pelagics """""""."""""""""""••"" 
large pelagics (skipjack eto.,) """""@""" 

5 OOO - 40 OOO tons per annum 
5 OOO - 15 OOO tons per annum 

40 OOO - 8o OOO tons per annum 
20 OOO - 30 OOO tons per annum 

'j/ Indian Ocean Programme, Teclmice.l Report No., 20, Rome, 1978 
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noted ·l;he,·1; ·l;he CfoW3Y'Kim~mt of Seyoheller4 oonsicleI"S ·l;he:l; ·!;he d($Velo1>= 
i:actmJ'G:i.'.Y' if> th0 la.1'gti1rl; £Wltl nws'f; oon-l;e,in~ia. in 

·197&0 ·19820 

In J'ci,:rmJ::J,r·s ·1978v JGhe Gove:r·nme:rrt of ·the Republic of SeyohelleB requeS"i;ml fJ.ilvioe fl"om FAO 
,Hi. hm·J to dc:3al t'1Hh e,p11lioaHer.as f:rom foreig1:1 oonoer·ns ewl govert1men·!;s i:ri X'e1£d;ion ·~o fishing 
~tol;ivi:l;iEiH 1·J:i·thin ·!;he Seychelles Exclusive JTioonomio Zone0 An advisol"Y mission~ oonsif3'ting of 
Hoben:(; Lo ~ Lmulerw a:na, Michel Jo Savini~ Legal Advise1·, 'i~@.s sent to Vio·l;o:da f:t"om 
~) 2 iVfa:t·oh "1978 t·rith the following ter'ms of J:'eferenoe: 11·to examine the e:idsting fisher·yt 
: l.·~ :xvnilu:ble cli::d;e, J:'eg<3,rding resom'oes~ ·i;he germeme lega,l aspeds of ·hhe :m:x:t~mded Economic 
:t.one n:rtd to C:<'1nsult 1·1Hh e,nd etlvise ·l;he Gov0Fnr11ent on the ht:indling of applicEd;ion of forei.g:n 
go·v·er'tllnGrrl;ri and oornpa.ni<~s ·t;o fish wi,r,hin the national watex·s of "r,he SeyoheJJ.esn" One 
impor·hexrb of f'ishe:i:•ies developrne1rl; which came to light d.lU'ing discussions betwec~.n 
·t;he oompe-!;c::m·t auJ;J:10r·Hies e.nd th«i mh:sion f:lnd which~ in ·!;he vi(3W of ·the Gover·nmen·!; ~ need.ect 
·t;o "be ·l;ackl€Kl 9 war~ ·the HE)ed fol' an o.deq:ua;l;e lege,l fr•e.mework which could respond 

1x();y- :iweds poso(l by the fu·l;u:r•e d,Ei11elopme1rb of f'isheriE1r:1" Th<3refo:t'(~~ ·the Gover·nmGJ:rl; 
[;ho Hssis·l;a.noe of ·(;wo legal expe:p·ts (one with :in:bernt:1·ticm~t1 l<\W ) 

'-1i:ll'. W61;J}n:~., 

..... .'r~Ki ?!liml~('.uL:onsis,Gh~~ of. Pr~f<CJ8,~~;'s M$•~0 Se:vb~i (Un~ve:·si:~.~~>f Ni?,,.)P. i;':i::P;:·xl:~~ g !"eader'w 

._,,H.t ll0l10 DubHo.l. \.Nova Le,w Sohool 9 llloJ.:tdD,g U0S.,A,,)g Gonsul~E>J'J.G 9 iELu:i.ve<l irl. lf.tOGOll.fcJ, OJl 

f\ ,J'uly ·J9'((:l Wi ·{;h the following "G0l'fl18 Of l'E1ferenoe g 

(b) 

( (;) 

·!;he Gt:rte,bl:inhmen·l; of a, fw;!;isfa,o-to:r-y lege,l framework fol' nego·l;i~v!;ions with o"uher 
rn1nu-h'ies (companies) l<:iading JGo poSFdi ble 1JUa/oera,l E1greemerrts w (3"g"' licencingw 

ven:!;u;res 1 pe,r·tne1'rshipfc1 9 crfn:l;re,c·t; vg-reements ~ 

-[;ho <lr·i;i,f·ting of sulJsidi1i1'y leghJla;bicrJt implementing ·tlH~ onaJJlin.'S px•mrii:iimrn of 
{;ho ( ·1977) Ma:i:~:i:l;ime Zones Act I 

&.thrl1'li11g on e1,n:y lega,l and iustHu1;ionlilJ, mat·l;err'l from Govo:r·mnent 
doci1;;ion ·l;o B<:rh up fl, wl;i;1,te"''ovmed compan,y fishing oorrrr11Ei1~oiC1,lly frn• tuna, and 
i:Jldpjaok,, 

1l'ho :t.'iir:H1im1 vm:i:·kea. e;t No;!;ionfl,1 IfottHe ( At·tor·ney Generkil Chrun1Je:t'S) in Vicr~o:t'i1:1, for five 
WGEllrn awl me-{; the follm·ring persomH 

M, 111,j l:k;n0 11 P1'e11id.el:rl; of ·i;he lfapublic of Seyohen~)s 
Dra fffw 11\n:I'Rri 9 MiniB"te:r• fol' Economic JYeivelopmen·I; g Plarming and Hou.Hing 
Mi.•o 00 licn•louis? Minii:r1'e:t' of s,~e/Ge fol' Ird;e:rm:i,l Affa,b'S i.n JGhe P:!'m:Ji.d(Jt1'1; ! 8 Office" 
?/fr'" Bo Loust;o,u=L10tle.m1e i A:ttoruey (1(;!1eN1,l 9 Depe;r•tmErat of .l\ffail•s 
M" So Pe:r,·aanent Se oret aJ.'Y 9 llepn:!'tmen"l; of .!\,<>Ti ou.l ture a:ml Land Uf3e 
1'10 Go ~ Per'mt~1en·!; Seo:i:•e'f;a:ry ~ Depa:r•tme!l'ts of Fine.nee 
]'lfu ll, G1'1ci;;:1dooux··I; 9 Po1't1W,l:lerrt Minii:rl;:r-y of Economic De·1.rnlopme:rrt Plarming 

aml Hm:u:Ji:ng 
Gii.,pt J'., l!'e:r·ra.J.•i ~ Perme.ne1rt Se01'eta,1'y ~ Minis·l;:ry of Por·t;s 
flt, fL ¥1Ir• .. ):•oai:rte1 ~ Chief of ·the F'renoh Mission d 1 Aide (~t de Uoopera;tion 
!110 .To Pillt=iN ~ Commissioner of Polioe 
Mo R, Wa;.."r•e.nw Ragist1'a.r GGnex•al~ Depa:r·tment o:i:' LegeJ. Af'fafrs 

G0 D;;ilpeoh~ He;i:bour 11f!:i.~rl;e1'~ Ministry· of Ports 
1iJg Oo Specie,1 !il:vh1e1·~ Ministry o:C Ek:ionmuio I:>evelopmeiyt ~ and Ifov.sing 
M,, Po n:a:.l•olrl~ Senior• Er.:o:no111if;;J·t; ~ Minhrb.~· of Economi(J Developmei:rt w Plar1nh1g mid Housing 
~t!\ 0 J' 1J.'H.)~bit·t~ fisheries Rescm:i.'oh Officer~ J.i'irJhl;'Jri.er;j IliviBion~ Deparfane:rrl; of Ag:t•icuHm'liJ 

and ltt:lWl Use 



M@ 11\, ~fonerJ 9 Chief' S,i;;t1;l;i~rt;ici£111 9 Ste;!;ir:rtica Divif;lion 9 Ministry of' Economic Developmen,G 9 

m1a. Housi11g 
Reg1i:rh'a;t' of Societies 1 Department of Agriculture and Land 

Consul·tant 9 Fisheries Limited 

1 Inspec,GOr of Police in oh&,l'ge of police vessel 
M@ P@ Rouillon, Mane,ge:i:• 9 Goveri:11ne?1t Cold Sto:r:age 
M@ p© Ahweng, Post Hedrver~t La1Jore:l;o:r'Y .Assis·f;ant 9 Fisheries Division, Department of 

.Ag-rioul ture &J.td Land Use 
M0 A@ Ha;rris 1 Ii'isheries Of'fioer 9 Iitisheries Division, Deparlment of Agriculture and 

Land Use 
Me Mc.. Larue 9 General Ma;ne,ger 9 Larue F-ishing a.nd Trading Compa:iy Limited, President of 

·the Seychelles F:lshermen' s Assooie,tion 
M., p., Gill 9 Me,nag"ing Director, Le Bon Poisson 
M@ B. Schillinge:t"'t Managing Dirocto:i.• 1 Tradewinds Fisheries (Fty) Limited 
M@ G@ Larue 9 Director,. Lo"true Fli::~hing and Trading Company Limited 
M., W@ U;!,rue. 11&,rue Fishinp: and TraiUnr-: Company Limited ... 

A furth<19r two und.<19lt'tak@m by Prof'1!lsso1• Savini alo:n<i!! in Deo .. ber 1978 and 
in Jul;v 19'79 ·to ad.Tise the -Oovernment un th6'l actual d::l:af'ting of the ::neeessacy l~gisli!.tive 

rrhe present repo1v[; reviews ·bhe e:id.sting a,greements, laws a,;nd insti tu·bions affecting the 
d0velopmen·I; and managem~:nrt of fishe1'ies :i.n the Hepublic of Seychelles, comments on their 
aileq:uacy and :reoommends drafJG texts to replace 01' supplement ,che legislation presently in 
force@ 

2., REVIEW OJ!, EXIS-l1ING AGRETIMENI1S l.AWS ANTI INSTITlJ:[lIONS AFFEOI1ING THE DEVELOPMJ!NT AND 
MANAGEMENT OF YISHERIES IN rrHE REPUBLIC OI11 SEYG'HELLES 

The Republic of Seychelles is not a pa,1'ty 'Go any of the four conventions of the Law of 
the See, adopted in Geneve, in 1958, that is, the Convention on the Territorial Sea and 
Contiguous Zone, the Conven·tion on the High Seaa, the Conven·tion on Fishing and the Conser­
vation of ·l;he Living Resources of the High Seas, and ,Ghe Convention on the Continental Shelf., 
However, these conventions e,pplied to Seychelles for some years until the independence of 
the country" This exple,ins ·the fact ·tha;t a pe,rt of the Seychelles domestic legislation is 
based on the criteria, omrbained in ·t;her:Je conventions,, 

The Govornr11en·t of Seychelles is giving particular attention ·to the present negotiations 
on ·the Law of the Sea" EV'en before independence, it was decided to set up an inter­
ministeria,l advisory commH·l;ee under the chairme.nship of the Ministry of .Agriou.l ture to 
advise the Council of Minis·l;ers on the policy the U.,K" Gove:r'l:llllent should be requested to 
advocate on behalf of the Seychelles a,t the Law of ·the Sea Conference., A Seychelles 
Delegation a·ttended part of the fifth session (New Yo1'kv August-September 1976) just before 
·the admission of the coun·try e,s a, member of the United Nations,, It did not prove possible 
to send a, delegation to the sixth session in 1977 and to the first part .of the seventh 
session (Geneva, April=<May 1978)0 The problem was discussed when the mission visited 
Seychelles in July-August ·1978 and i·t was then decided to send a delegation to attend the 
second part of ·the seventh session (New York, August-Sep·tember 1978)0 

Although the negotiations 8,re no·t yet completed, the main lines of the future regime 
of the seas are 8,lready knowne It is true that the Informal Composite Negotiating Text 
:Dresented to ·the Conference a·b the eml of its sixth session in July 1977 sorves purely as a 
procedural device 1and only provides a, bo,sis for negotie,tion without affecting the right of 
any delee;ation to suggest revisions in ·the sea,rch for a consensus. However, its provisions 
have been incorporated in general terms in the nahonal legislations of many coastal states 1 

as i-1ell- as in many bilateral :f'ishe1--y a-greeme:ri:f;s 0 -



~' 4. ,, 

u,ri fisheries BL'El 001w<~1:J:Wd ~ ~ho l;exi; vmuld l'<rnogx1lze ·~he righ:t ·to overy S'&a:te to 
; , io ... ·1:Hoi•ieJ. sea of up i>o ·twelve nnutioci.l. 11liles (Art., 3) and e.n exclusive eoonom:i.c 

;:mnn np ·i;o hundred m.1,u:i;iut1,l miles (lh.'L 57) In i·ts exclusive economic zone ·the 
eo1M1·\;11,l i:r~ui!;o would ha:ve :rightroJ for ·t;he purpose of explo1'ing i:\nd exp'.toiting~ 

oc}nE1e:i:•1ring o.ml me.n&.ging ne;buru,l :1.'eEJou_roEHJ 9 a:nd jur:isdiO"ticm w:U;h ·to me,rine scientific 
resea:t'ch end ·the preservation of 'U1c~ rnt:rdne 1.mvb:m:)rnmrbo The coe.H'teJ. Eita,te would. be :required 

tl0itr:i1'rn:i.nc':l ·[;he f.J,llowoi,ble ca:toh of 1'ek!out'oel'l in :U;s excluicliv<~ economic zone and to 
i:o coope:ea;l; :i. on wi ·f;h :rel mranl; v x'egi onal e.ml gl o b~,1 z&:b ions as appr0=> 

~ l;ht),\; ·l;he mei,ini;enancG of ·thorHi :tevwu1~rn'lt~ ifil :no·b by over-eJ<:ploi·ta;tion@ When 
·i;ho »r·opci:t' mm112,ger11*'ixrt e.nd. omHJe:tv~1/r,ion meaEJures ·bhe coH.f:lti~tl fi.rte;l;e has inter s,l:i.a '&o 

tn«trn h1to rn)n1J:ider·o;ticm ·!;he hrter'dep€:lnde:nce of s·tooks (.iti:t0 61 '.Phe coastB,l=state°WOUld also 
he :i.·oqui:t'od ·t;o de-t0rmine Hs o<>,pt1,o:l.ty ·i;o he,r·v<~srt ·the l:iving resom'ces of its exclusive 
economic 2'C•.il0o rnmn ·!;h<1;i; oe,pe:i,oity :in irn::ufficient ·bo h/il.:('VEir:ri; ·the eJ.Yti:t0 e a,11owa1)le ce,tt)h 9 the 
cm:w:r~al rcJfaJ,l;o would be :i:eq_ui:eedw ·thx·ough o·(;her ~ 'vo give other s·ba:f;es 
<:teCEH3l'l to Uw GJttPplu.B of ·tlw e.llowa;ble oivt:ch graffting such aoc0ic3s~ due account would 
havo ·i;o l).-:i tako:n of' va.riourJ f0,c·i;OJ,'1''> including~ the £JigY1i:ficanoe of ·the living 
:t'efiou:i::•oer1 of 'i;he ax•ee, to the ec01tomy of 'lilie ·i;he requiremerrts of 

cot11d::t·ies in ·th<C: and the need ·i;o minim:l2le econorni(: disloce:tion in 
Sto,tm1 Nhot3<~ 11r;;:i•ione,ltJ ht1,vo hab:i·!;ually fii:.1hed :in ·bhe zone., Ne;(;ione,lf~ of crther Sta;t;es granted · 
ffnoh o,ofior:irn would have ·ho lJO'illpl;y wtth the conse:i:·vB;i;ion rnea2uros and. otlwn: ·t13:r1ns and condl tions 
11),:J.d down the coeoi:i·teil 13·(;a;l;e in it~cJ :i:•egul<1;bim10 'I'he ·b;y·pos of reg11ln:tioruJ which the coe.si;al 
rrl;p;l;n 1:muhl lie ribh) to "rnt1'.'IJ)lir1h ~1,:re BErt ou·~ in ·bhe ·toxt aml inolmle licensing mea.su:res, 

paymGxl'b of feet3 e.ml other forms of ocm1;rn1'vation mee.su_res, such aa the 
of ql.l3)·i;Hk! ~ ro1pecies the;f; mi:i,y bB fii3hed~ olo[rnd aei:wons and :f'ish:i.ng m:'c~e,i;i $ e<nd regulating 

OJid awnmr~ of fishing o:ffo:.:·(; 9 ·!;he size of gea.:i,' ·to he \Wed e>Jttl the minimum size of 
to lJo m1.ugh·(; 0 The ooe.stl!l,l Ert0,tr0 rna;y <tlso specify· ·!;he s·!;a;f;ifftim~,1 e,nd o·hher inforvma·!;ion 

·J;o hn v ·th<'l oonchtO'G of u:peoifh1d ;NJfrnm'oh e.11cl ·l;:r:0f,,ining programmes g :t'equire 
·tho mrbch ·!Jo lJ:~ l&Kid.ed in rJpecifiod po:t"ts 9 se·t i;ho ·tfJl'nlB and oond:i:ticms :t'ela:ting ·to join·I; 
·velitm'EHl o:e trthex· ooop01'a:ld ve a:a.d fi:nn11y GB"~e;blish 121,ppI'opr·ii::d;e enf'orcemerrf; 

62)0 

~;o fi:t:t• HH ·i;lH:HCJe enforoEmKm:~ fil,rr'l oer•i;e,iu retrtlil'emen'\Hl are r~et out 
in APliiole '73 of the Text,, 'l'lnm~ nlt3~1,sm•erci 13uoh i:w boa11d.h1g~ i:uspectingw arl'eFJ'I; and judicd.i;i,], 

1mw· be ·1;1:1.ken ·to errnu:1'e oornplia.nce wtl;h ·~he coa~·te,l ffte;l;0 l'<~gula;timm0 Howeverw 
a.r·1'e1Tl;ncl veEH:ielrJ a:nd their 01·0~,m mufJ't be p1•orn1rtly :celeased upon ·thl1 poErting of fJ, reasonable 
bond oi> c>th19J: seottrity" Penaltierj fm:• viol<J;l;i(ms of the fiFJhe:ries rc.:igulationfJ in the economic 
zone r1w;y· not include imprisonmerd; 9 :l.n ·tho al'Ji:JeWY3 of' ag:reemen,G ·(;o ·bhe oon:hary by ·!;he states 
oonoE1n1e<l.e And in the ca:::1e of ·l;he D,1•reffi1'!; or c'ie·t<':l:rrtion of e, vessel w the coastal s·ta;te 
would hrwe ·to rHYi:;ify ·the fla{~ s·ta;(;e pr•omp·Uy of ·the acti.on ·takt:i:n and ·f;he pe:nal'bies imposecl,, 
Goarr\;H,l r:rha:te~J 1't:r.•e to give due kWbio>3 of mzy co1:we1"1Yi:t'tio11 e,nd. :t•egole,tions adopted 
fi:n• tlrn exohw:i;v0J oconomic zon<9o 

Uno.En· .llt"l;iole 63 9 whe:t'e ·the mune &r!;ookf> of :fifih ooom• wHhin ·the e:Jmlusi.ve economic zone 
of ·two 01• mo:t'e ooDA3'te,l l'vf;&/Gefl 9 ·bhese 1Tt&ttes shoulcl Heek to agx•ee on ·the mo~i.sures necessary ·to 
eoordirw;tc'l 1:\ncl en1~u1•e ·the corn:Jer'lfa,tion 1:md <levelopi11ent of ,Ghem~ irbooks? eHh<n' d.i:t.'ectly or 
·l;hrough tippropr·i&;t<c1 regionaJ, or o:i:'ganize:tions" f:l:l.milar•lyw ooopere:tive measu1'es 
t3l:wuld be sought fo:t' the oonse:rve,ticn of fJ'boolw 1::io·th wi i;h.in ·l;he illll:olti.t~ive Eoonomi o 
Zone ;o~rnl in ~U'eDA'd f11.ljaoeco.'o to it 9 hJr th~J ooeJJ'bD,l s'~o;te &011d. other s'Ga/~e~.,i fishing those stocks 
:i.:a adjo,oen:~ ;;i,J:'efl.~ 0 Coop-e:N1,tive me1Jsu1•es aml :i.0 egion;i;iJ, organi:zm;timrn are e,lso con·l;emplated 
for the oomiex·va,tl.on B:nd px'omo·hing of oi;rtimum u:tilizo,tio11 of highly mig1'e:to:t"Y species such 
~HJ t m:1a, ( l!J:v[; 0 61! ) o 

:er; nwlf 'b0 no'b;.JLl th~1,t 1w:i:1e of ·the nmnerou1;i M.h1:~0rcd 
Hfil o, rer'lu];b of ·~hEi new :t'efer.'B di:t'ocrny and 
:i:cwr" l\11eri:bion :Ls m~).t'te v hciwover'~ of ·i;ho 
r:i,Gi~;i;t~ would ·tal{'.0 in·ho t>,coomrf; when 
O'~he1• ~1·(a1;bes., 

recently concluded 
·!Jo 'Glw;t p1'ovisioi1 of the 

·i;o ·the ICNT 9 the ooaste,l 
sm'plmi ·i;o fishing ves8els of 
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'J!ho rr\::ixt also ccm:l;ainB provi~Jion dealing with the right of oe1'·tain developing ooeklte,l 
ffl;o.·i~~:m 'i·lhioh tiJ;>e ai'tue;l;ed in sub-regions or regions whose gaog-ra,phioal peoulia,ri ties ma.lees 
mich pa1"'1:;iculai~1y dependent for ·the sa:tisfaoUon of the nutritional needs of their 
populo;tiODJ3 ou fishing in the e.xolusive e-0onomic zonesof their neighbours, to participate on 
an oqui·table basis, in ·the exploitation. of living resources in the exclusive ooonomio zone 
of ste;tes in the sub-region (A:i.vl;., 70 )., It must be, however, poin·ted out that this provision 
is one of the 11hard core issues" on which no consensus ha,s been rea.ohed within the unofficial 
neg~ti.a:ting groups es·t;ablished by the Con-ferenoe a·t its seven·t;h session.,, 

Although negotie;bivns a;t; the Conference aJ;'e s'Gill under way, the outcome of these nege= 
'tia;bionf:l will be of pe,:r.'"Houla,J:> relevance in ·the drafting and consideration of new fisheries 
legisle:liion 7 ancl in ·bhe a:ttitude to be adop·!;ed tot·mrds joint venture arrangements wHh foreign 
firms end bilatere,l fishery with other mtates. 

'Phe Republi o of ·the Seychelles is now a member of the Indian Ocean Fishery Commission., 
rrhe Gomrnission is a subsiclia:r'Y body of FAO este,blished b;y the Council of ·the Organ.iza,tion in 
1967" rJ!he ·berms of :reference of the Corronission are: (a) to p:r.•omo·te, assist and co-ordinate 
nationa,l progTeimnes over ·the entire field of fishery d.evelopment and conservation; 
(b) promote research 8.J.td development a,otivities in the area ·through inte:rne,tional sources, 
and in pa:rtioule,r ill'te:rmi,tional aid progTrumnes; (c) to axe.mine management problems with 
paxwticula.:r reference~ beoe:use of the need to ·take urgan·b action, to those relating to the 
max1agement of offshore resources., 

~eementJ?etwee:n the Goverurne:ut of the Republic of th2,,_Seychelles and the 
Gove:t."'mnent of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re blios on coo eration in ·the 
~£is e:;:,ies," 2 

This J\g":r"eemell'li ~ which entered into fo:r•ce on ·.the da.te of its signature 1 was concluded 
in Vio·toria fol' an inHial period of five yea,rs.,, It is to be extended for successive three 
years periods? unless either Contrao·Hng Party decla.:i.•es its desire to terminate it not less 
·the,n six months prior to ·the expira·tion of the relevant period0 

Unde:r• the Ag.reemei:rt 7 ·the Con·brac·ting Parties a,gree to cooperate and render mutual 
assis·ta.nce in the field of fisheries and to hold further consultations for conducting ma..rine 
fishery researohg tn1dertal(ing commercial utilization of the fish resources of the waters of 
the Seychelles t p:t'oviding training of national personnel and rendering technical assistance 
in the d.evelopment of JGhe Seychelles' fishing industry., All this will be done upon the 
a,greement of the ovntra,oting pa,rties and in a.ooordanoe with the laws of Seychelles. · 

The U@S"S,,R., undertakes ·to give a..ssistance in conducting research for the assessment of 
fish resotn."oes 9 in develophlg the local fishing industry - particularly in the harvesting 
and processing of fish - and in ·training Seychellois fishery specialists in educational 
institutions of the U0S.,S0R0 a$ well as on board Soviet vessels. Under Article 3 of the 
Agreement, ·the Sovie·t fisheries organiza.tions under·ba..lce to provide a, resea.rch vessel at 
·their own expense., '11he results of the research completed according to an agreed programme 
will be used by the contra£ting parties for considering possible and appropriate forms of 
joint cooperation in the fi~ld of fisheries inolud~ng r?tionaJ, commercial exploitation qf 
fish resoutces. The Seychelles rna;y put on board the research vessel five Seychellois 
specialists at the expense of the UoS.S.R. apar·t from their ·normal salaries. The u.s.s.R. 
also agrees to formulate a general long-term fisheries development programme for the Seychelles 
and to provide for tha·t purpose experienced specialists whose number and special ties a.re to 
be ag.1.'eed between the competent authorities of the Contracting Pa.rties. 

Artiole 4 provides that ·the Government of the Republic of Seychelles may, in accordance 
w:i:th JGhe lawl'l of Seychelles and on ag:r.'eed, terms of mutual benefit~ grant to Soviet fishing 
vessels the right to fish in Seyohnlles waters. Soviet fisheries vessels are granted the 



onjoy the use of Port VicJGoria and its support facilities a,ooorchng J~o commercia,l 
oo:ri.d.Hiom3o The negotiation of a.n air ser·vice ag:t'eemen·t allowing the Soviet a,uthorities to 

in r-oplaoemefft 01'ews and spa.re pcu"ts for their fishing vessels will be considered. 

1.l'he ·two Governments have e,lso decided ·to ei::rbe,blish a J'oint Commission for the purpose 
of' impleliH'1nJGing ·the provisions of the agr.reeme1rbo Sessions of the Joint Commission will be 

a.s &nd when necessary and its :reoorrm1<.:mdations will be submit,Ged to the Contl'aoting 
P61,r.'GimJ fo:r.' ·~heir oonsidera;hono 

The so~oe,llod Lomc§ Convention of 28 Febr-uary 1975 between ·(;he European Economic 
Gorru1runity t;1J:1d i·l;s Member States (EEC) e.nd some 34 Africa;n 1 Caribbean and Pa,cific states (the 
AOP Ste,tes) 1 is of di:r:•ect relevance for the development of fisheries industries in the 
S0ycholle13~ imd in particular so far as the development of export me,rkets for Seychelles 
produo .. GEJ is O<Ytwerned. 'I'he Convention, which entered in·l;o force on 1 April 1976 and ,Go which 
the Se;irohelles is e, pa:dy 1 provides for special oondi tions for· ·!;rade between the ACP states 
and -the EE~C. Products originating in the ACP states are to be imported into the EEC free of 
cmri.;oms dtri;iefa and equivalen·!; charges, subject ·!;o the conditions of any existing or new EEC 
mi:c1.rko·(; orgiu1ization scheme. In e.ny oase 1 the ACP s·!;e;bes are "rn be assured of preferential 
·i;reatment in excess of ·l;ha;l; aoco1~ded to mos .. G fa,vom'ed ·third party countries., Products 
m~igine;~ing in one or more ACP states are defined in P-rotoool I to 'Ghe Conven·tion a,s 
includingg 

11~el f 
g 

(j) 

p:coducts obtained by hunting or fishing conducted therein; 
p:r.•oduc·l;s of sea fishing and other products taken from the sea by their vesselEq 
products made aboard their fac·tory ships exclusively from pl'oducts referred to 
in sub-pare.graph (f); 

goods produced there exclusively from products specified in sub-paragraphs (a) 
to (i) 11 e 

The ·l;onn "stv,te" is defined as including the territorial sea of the state, while the 
te:<"m 11 their vesselsto is defined in explanatory note 6 of J\nnex I to Protocol I a,s meaning 
vessels 

11 which are registered or recorded in a (EEC) Member State or an ACP Ste,te; 

which s;;dl under the flag of a Membel' Sta,te or an ACP State; 

~~hich a.re ow.o.ed ·to an ex-bent of at least 50 percent by nationaJ~s of states party 
to 'che Convention o:t' by a company with its head office in one of the.se states of 
which the manager of mana,gers (sic), 1cha,irman of the board of directors or of the 
supervisory board, and the majority of 'Ghe members of such 'boe,rd 1 are na:Honals 
of' ~rt; ates party ·ho the Convenhon and of whi oh 1 in ad.di tion ·to the case of partner­
ships or limited companies 1 a,t least half of the oapi te,l belongs to states party 
to the Convention or to public bodies or nationals of such states; 

of which at least 50 percent of ·hhe crew, captain and officers included, are 
natione,ls of states party to the Convention. 11 

Jrrmex II to Protocol I specifically provides that the prepa.ration or preservation or 
procer3sing of fish alone does no·t confer originating product sta'rns where the fish are 
oaugh't 'by fishing vessels of third countries. 

'l'he EEC is no·!; to apply quantitative restrictions or equivalent measures to import 
from ACP ootu1'hries other than those applied among ·l;he Member States themselves. The ACF 
Sta;l;es 1 for their part 1 aJ:>e not required ·to assume corresponding obligations with respect 
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to impo1"~s origine;l;ing from the EEC, although ·they do undertake not to discrimine,te among 
Jc1,,1I1bm' S·te:tes end to g'.re;nt the Community "most favoured nation treatment" so far as non-AGP 

~.et non=developing countries e:re concerned. Where measures are envisaged that may e,ffect the 
'nto:restrJ of ·the ACP Sta;tes, there are to be mu·tual notifications and consulta·hons. 

'I'lie Conh'1wting Pe,rties undertake to oat'ry out trade promo·tion aotivi ties, such as 
improving the structure and wo1'king me'Ghods of organizations, departments OI' firms contri­
buting ·to the development of the foreign trade of ACF States, training of staff, participa­
·bio:n in fairs, carrying out market research and undertaking marketing studies. Applications 
fo:e financing ·1.;rade promo·tion activities are to be presented to the Community by the ACF 
States or ste;~es concerned under conditions laid down in the Conven,Gion, and the Community 
1mde:t'te.kes ·to participate in financing these activities,, 

A sohem0 for s·tabilization of expor·t earnings for products, such as groundnuts, that 
a1'e sulJjec·I; ·ho price fluctuations on the international marke·I;, is provided for under Title II 
of ·the Conve:ntion@ I•'-ir~h and fish products are at present not included on the list ... 

Title III de~ls with the promotion of industrial cooperation between the ACP State and 
·~he wi·th the aims of promoting development and diversification of industry in ACP 
ooun·t:d~es 9 new trade links and, in particular, ties between industry end other 
seotm's of ·bhe economy, fa-0i1He,tin.g the transfer of technology and enocmraging EEC firms to 

in ACP :l.ndustrial developm~t" The EEC undertakes to help carry out progr&mnes, 
projectL1 end £>ohemes submitted to it by ACP States in the fields of industril!l,l ventures, 

l!!Ud 1•eeearoh 9 etc0 In particular, the EEC ie to contribute to the 
setting up ~nd exhe:nsian. of industries processing raw materials in the ACF oountriese The 
EEC is alao to cO"n.tri bute to the orgimization and training of ACF personnel in industries 
and inati tut ions in the EEC countries, as well as to the establishment and expansion of 
industrial training facilities in the ACF States themselves0 Trade promotion schemes are 
to lie carried out to enoO\ll'age the marketing of' ACF products in the Community as well as 
in other markets., •ro see to the implem~tation of' this title, a Committee of' 
Industrial and a Centre for Industrial Development are to be set up" _Finally, 
·bhe EEC and inclividvJ:i,l Member States are to endeavour to set up measures to attract the 
pa,r·ticipa·Gion of ·l;heir firms and nationals in the industrial development efforts of individual 

ACP Sta,tes. 

TiUe IV of ·t;he Convention deals w:i th :financial and technical cooperation in the execu­
tion of projects and programmes contributing essentially to the economic and social develop­
ment of ·l;he ACP S·t;s;l;es., For the duration of the Convention, a total of 3 390 million units 
of account a.re pleclged as Community aid, including 3 OOO million units of account from the 
EW:·opeen Development Fund in the form of grants (2 100 million u/a's), special loans (430 
million u/a,t s) and l'isk oapHal (95 million u/a• s) and transfers under the export earnings 
s'rnb.ilization scheme (up to 375 million u/a•s).. Up to a further 390 million units of account 
are ·to be gl'anted in the form of loans from the European Development Bank supplemented by a 
3 percen·t in·teres·t ra:be subsidy .. 

With the agreemen:b of ·the ACF state concerned, the EEC financial aid may also take the 
form of co-financing, wi·th pa.J.'ticipa,tion by credit and development agencies and 'institutions, 
privMe f'irr11s, membe:t' States, third countries or international finance organizations" Effec­
tive assistance is also to be provided by the EEC for attaining objectives set by ACP States 
in the con"Gext of regiomi,l and sub-regional cooperation. Approximately 10 percent of the 
total aid :t'esom:.'ces are ·to be reserved for this type of assistance.. In all assistance 
special attention is to be paid to the needs of the least developed ACP Stateso 

In a Joint Declaration on Fishing Activities oomexed to the Convention, the Community 
declares tha;t it is willing ·to encourage the development of fisheries in ACP States which 
so desire, within the framework of industrial, financial and technical cooperation set out 
in 'l'iUes III and IV. The ACP States, for their part, declare their willingness to negobate 
with any EEC Member State bilateral agreements likely to gua.m.intee satisfactory conditions 
f01' fishery activities in the sea waters within their jurisdictiono 

'Pi tle V of the Lom~ Convention deals with provisions relating to non-discrimination as 
ootween ACP and EEC nationals and companies as regard.a establishment and provision of services, 
::m.d provisions relating ·to current peyment and restrictions on capital movements. Title VI 
dea,ls wHh the imrbi'tutions of the Convention, including procedures for dispute settlemen·t, 
end 'l'i tle VII with general end final provisions. 



cm. 
tla:Go of' {iooo 

·1 Ap:c·il ·J9'(6 ii:i l;o af·l;En· t:>. period of 

re;:ipeo·t of arJ~y· AUP stntea v o:t' nny 
1980) H.Hho11gh i·~ may be denounced 

ACP ::l'b1>,l:0 h1. :1:01:ipeot of the CormnunH;y-~ 

.l\:i; tt.1.0 Y'<'HlllC'.Jf.~t of tlw Go«.n~x·nrn<:m:t of the S<:iyoho11es ~ ·i;h0 F't'Ollch Gove:cnmerrt un<lertook ·l;o 
th('i Sc~yoholl<:is in r0etting u.p n ·t1u1~>. industry" The 01rl;oomc3 of ·l;he negotin·l:;ion between 

-,,iJE:; two ooimt:t•ies :Ls rc:ico::r:-dt'ld in a 11 P1•00~1r:'l~·Verbal 11 sigo.c~d on 16 lkiNJffiber b,y· repref3<mtatives 
of' 'both Gove:rrunents, A financi:ng con:v0n·l;:ion wat> cdg:l1E'id on 3 ·197Gv 

'l'tt~i ov-cn•a,11 p:r:o;jetrb iFJ osLimEd:ed o;t H, omrb of 52 m:lllion. li'.1;'enoh IPr-a.nm10 I.·1:; includes the 
)YP\'ohnFLi ng of fou:c· ·~um\. 1)of,i;[;FJ buLU hi, li'.t•enoh shigy·;;•,rds ·th(~ ('l=~~p:;;.m1es nem=isse,xy to supervise 
'Llw oonl~t:t·cintion of ·th<3 boat:rJ n:nd ·!;he fim:i;noi:ng of IJ, wo:ek:lug eapi·t;o,1 fund foz· ·!;he company 
wh.J.ch v1ill mo.nc•,ge ·bhe fleet o '.!:'h<~ Ii'renoh F'ond d 1 Aide ffl; d.e Coopera:bi.o:n (l•'AC) will nie.ke a, gift 
of 25 million Ji'.r·m·wh l!'.r.•3xws (16 rni11io:n for the vessehi~ 5 m:iJJ.iou fm• Buper1ri.sing and 

4 million fo:e the working oo.piM.1 f\md) 1r:he l•'x·enoh G.r~,irrnn Gtewrl;ra.J.e cle Goopere.tion 
( GCCE) w:ill 1>, 101,1.n of 20 million l!'l"<'.lnoh l\:('t•netil ei;t :i:'o,t~) of 5o5'% x•epe~y·able 
'J'ElD~(' iwrl;;4,lrnerrbs Oc:/rnbe:e -19l30o 

1.1.'lH3 pi:·oj<3cYiJ 11till ·be mi·ex•ied ou:t b,y e, l:V.'.l;y·ohello:U3 Oornpo.:n;r w'i'l;h blv'l ·i;eohnioe,l a.ssistanoe 
of ·i;ho :J1°L·enoh oompa;riy CoI1\, (.A:rme111E;n·b finiB"tcn·ien) Iki·th Go1re:r-:mne~rtti h£w·e agreed 
un ·l;hrl ic.d;:t'mrhn.'E: of the v1c;1rtu1'0o r11lw:t:'e will l:ie £?, i.:rl;i~;i:;cfa--ONl'.lEHl oo:K'P(l'.•~~l,tion which will 
01·m. ·~ht'l von1i(1lr1 10m.d. ·the 0old pl0-krb fi:riJince(l b;y" ·f;he U0IC0 atd (:;:o~ below)" Th<J:t body 
·cvill '!xlur ·t;hE1 fin~1.noial risks 'l'hm:ie \l'(:Jic:1ueh> owl plan:i::1'1 ~·1:ill 'be me;ne.g<'ldw 
u:nd the fir:;h 'i·1ill t)e by t), mex1e.g,c;meut 00111pt1 .• t.iy w'nose oa,p:i:t;e,1 (500 OOO l"F) will be 
tilv.J . .J:'tld bEl'GW•'len th<'l SoyohelleB 00if0l"lll1lmrb ( r7ryfa) and ACF1 

( 25%) A oontx•e,o·{; will be 
lKr!;~·mon ·~h~) f1'i;tl;i;(J··~m1n0rl and ·i;h0 rl'he me,:tn lin.o:J of ·the 

of rmiponHi.bilitlei:J be·twEien ·the ·~wo l:Joa~ies hJx1.m upon in a.n Anxiex 
to tho Prod'lfJs8\Tc'l:t'h:c~l of Deo<£imlY0:i.' ·19r7., 'J'Jw 4 million J?rErt.wh Ii\:>t.t'.iWrj ·t;~,l fund. will 
lKl 1::1;[; ·~he m&J:1<J • .g8meiTI; ~$ tli~Jpt)J::w,1 by ·f;hE1 ~)·l;~:i;~e=0 0't'Jl1f~1l The ·teolmioe,1 
<li:r·o1Y1;o:i: of ·the O(>mpml~V w.i.11 1Je 'by ~!lH'l rE1r11une1•o;i; ion of the manage~ 
wm:1:!; oowpHriy \·dll l:Je in ·(;ho oo:rrb:ru.o·t«, I·t; i·lill inolmlo 'bl~'lecl upon 
·t;ho ro~il wi'bhin ·\;he limi'l;s of an E111.:nue,1 lrw.lgat ~l;ml a, upon ·bhe cash 
flow of i:nste,lmr'lnl;~J !'hi.co ·uo ·the CCGE,, Dn~dxig ·bhe fi.rCJ·l; of ·the projec·b 9 

oompa,ny w1ll r'EJo<'l:t'v0 ·t:hi-) -1;~:iolmiosJ. l)..r,w1.Bte.:noo of AGI1'0 .11 O(:i·1r~:i:·act win be 
·~h&;I; ptu•pr)Seo Ai; ·~he 1~nd of ·!;he uo:n;h:t•iw·f; ~ ·l;he A<:Jfi' in th•• 
oornpH!\)f will ho 1)()ugl·r1; 111,1,1;k o;b p1:1.r 1)jr ·l;h<=i ClovEi:1:•mnent" 'I'he c011ta'ao·t 

wl11 rimJrn JWP 'ble fm: ·1;h<?i :r:c,)(fl:u.J:~m1:r.n:!; of ·hh(J rrieu:i.;ci,gic1Y11Em·~ ffia:rff P fo:t• teclmioti,1 assist~, 
nH1.K1 :i kl 9 aw1 rn::i,iJ:rbene110(~ ffo.d of mliil,ohiner-y 9 f01: the 
fi:i:•r;t OX'<le:i:• of !'.JUppl:ir3s an<l main·tene;neE• (,mpe:P.visling ~nrr·voy of ·hh<01 hull 
<:'-nd ri11tohine:t\'lv main:t;alning ·l;he 13:!'lJl fo:p ·!;he me,il:'J.'l;(~;n~inoo of eci:11ipmexrt" l\G:IJ' is 
·i;o lJ;;i :r•:;Jirnl:JoX~'f:led. for 'i;herie in ·~hGJ irnro:lcing d.ur•ing the 

~'.h·J-"'""',,. ... ·bu:•.'&B liy ACF' wi·bhin ·i;he p:<'o1ri.sl(Jn1J,l '\:'Je·hieen AG'F 
e01npixx1;Y' up "t:o a 1:i.rnH of 2@5% of the H:nrn;ua.1 .. GUI'Xt.r11 . .rm:'·0 The P.1.•oo~r~,~Verbal 

il:wluder1 u.h~o e, gen<'l:!.'H1 p:t•ovisiorx1 fu~.> ·t1•n:l.ning- Se;yolwlloiri in 0:1'0.<'lI' 1;o :r·epla,ce 
l)~•;'ench ·t;oc.ilt(doa1 eJ.:~tdrJ·l;mrt:~ by Seyohi~llojJ3 i':t£J qv.io.kly o.~J 

'f'Ln 
))f1:s.'I; of tl'1~) l•~!:>{om.ch e,l<:l~ L.,0" 
:1.i<J:•e:rwh 11'rmwB ·~o po,y ·i;h1c1 :f1.~('l3 (; :b1f»~u.lm<"i1rt ·(;o ·!;he 

1;,11d rniscolln.neouci e:1i'.p01112J0so :u, a,lrrn h:).e]:ud(if3 
wi ·thin tllo u1:1:F:'l1 ym'>x·s of ·120 :in ·i;1Hci 

cif ·1;he fix•s·i; 
12 million 

nrlllitJiJl ir.l:~,~:noh l:Vx1e,,nc~ for 
for• ·bhe 

aml navigation@ 

1l'ho 01•dtn~ o,pp:covh1g tho 20 mi11ir1n Y.'.<:mwh F'.i.'e:w:m lonn from OGCE: lW.f~ 
P1•(c)!~id.0nt of ·i;h~, Se;voheller~ or1 '17 J\xly '19'780 
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In a memorandum signed by the President and the British High Commissioner, the Govern­
ment of the U@K@ agreed on the following allocations: 

- £1 349 OOO from the U0K0/Seychelles Loan, 1977 9 to provide shore facilities, 
including a wharf a..nd cold store, with associated services for a tuna fishery 
initially fishing 4 OOO tons of tuna a yeare The U.K .. /Seychellea Loa:n. 9 1977 1 
amounting to ·ten million pound sterling is free of interest and repeyable in 
twenty five years beginning 1984; 

£61 OOO from technical cooperation funds for consultants in connection with the 
supervision of the work. 

The memorandum also states that the British Governrnent is prepared to offer its 
assistance in providing the necessary expertise to the Holding Company both on fisheries and 
on financial accounting mattersc 

2 .. 1.,4 Other Agreement of relevance to fisheries 

20 10401 .Agreements concerning marine pollution 

(a} Pollution £.8USed by no1'mal navigation 

The Republic of the Seychelles is not a party either to the 1954 International Conven­
tion for Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil (as amended in 1962 9 1969 and 1971) nor 
to the International Convention on the Preven·tion of Pollution from Ships of 1973,. 

(b) P_Q,llution caused b.Y accidents at sea 

The Republic of the Seychelles is a party neither to the 1969 International Convention 
Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualities nor to the 
Protocol Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Marine Pollution by Substances 
other than Oil of 1973., Since the 1st of April 1976, it is a Party to the 1969 International 
Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (which entered into force on 19 June 
1975) and to the 1971 International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund 
for Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage (which entered into force on 16 October 1978) 0 

Implementing legislation has been enacted by the Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution) (Seychelles) 
Order 1975. 

The Republic of the Seychelles is also a party to the 196o International Convention for 
the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) which established certain basic construction equipment, 
safety and operation standa,rds for vessels. It is not, however, a par·by to either the 197 4 
International Convention for the Se,fety of Life at Sea of 1974 or the Torremolfoos Inter­
national Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels, 1977. 

( c) Pollution caused by the exploration and/or exploitation of the continental 
shelf and sea bed resources 

The Republic of the Seychelles is not a party to the 1959 Conventions on the High Seas 
and on the Continental Shelf which deal in part with this type of pollution., 

(d) Pollution caused 'by dumping of wastes at sea 

The Republic of the Seychelles is a party to the 1972 Convention on the Prevention of 
Marine Pollution by Dumping Wa~tes and other matters. Implementing legislation has been 
enacted by the Dumping at Sea Act 1974 (Overseas Territories) Order, 19740 



the 

'l:hc ~'1ou:i;h(iJ.'Xl bomHl12 .. r~/ nf ·bJ:H~ Gl..1.'01J, uncl<'ll' th<~ jul:'JJ3(licrl;it:.n Of the lk1puhlic Of the 
ir::i Eli;ill i.:moliclLJ,:r:··c 

u;1Jru'i'!th' 19'113 i:a o:rdo:r to 1'8£Wh 

:fhGlJ' in th® o.:i'~1e, of de 

w:U;h ·!;Jrn ClCilf(~:1,'<m1ent of r.11mx·:l:tilrn began in 
on ·\;he cl.elimi·!;o;~lon of ·(;he contineD:tal 

of ·i;h<3 SoyohellrnJ came 
d&1:Jf of IndE1p\Cmdm!c1'l" :n; ns11o:r1dod by ·the AO'tt 

i:ri·l;o J:\n·oG on 29 ,foxie 1976 9 the 
Noe 20 of ·1976p the Act No,, 2 

( CcmErti°hution.) Proclamation 
4 ,foly 'l9TI" UmleJ.' the P:roclant­
JJ),Wt~ 'h;y· meai:w of D0oreeB FJ igned 

of 19T/, ·i;h<:~ Ei:'oclamv;l;ion No" ,foJJ.0 ·J9'{'7 ·i;he 
of 27 ,June 'l9T7 encl ·hhe Uonrri;U;uf;ic•nuJ. llmornJJno:rrl; DG:m'~i(9 of 
<J;i;icrn o1:' 27 J'm10 '197'7 the P.1::ord.d.en:i; h,1,rc1 the powm: "rn make 
by himself 0 He ma:y Hl'l!Ol:Hl ·t;:ho Uonrr\;:i:iml:ion lJ,y neor0e,, 
C<J1ru11innio11 't'JOJJ to dx·tl_.f·I:; ElO\·Y eoni:rf;:i,"~·rd;J.0110 

In ,'July 1978~ a oons·ti"tutional 

No pl'V'.J 

u;xl;u:f'E•,l :cer:JOU1'C(3U 

Schedule I g:i.ver1 

dil'flo·l; x•olcnm:i1ei'l ·i;o fi~Jhm:ien or U1G mmrngomont vnd thnelopme:nt of other 
iEJ in.oludocl in tlm Grmwl:itul;:Lono It if:l of i:!d;orofJt ·~o no-ho 9 howewir, ·~he;t 

o'f'{·"if'io'J lhr" of' 'l'ho Tnlandr· cc·1vt·i·twt+1r" ·'lie P~""U'bJ·lo (··100 Annex E) ·=-J·-~-• J __ , , __ ,_,_.!} --~· J __ ---·~, .:::> Jit~:J>J._~ -~'·~£.('.:) lj. tt.t'°. ~-- L , 

'l'ho liffi; cUffc1:i:·B f:r.-om tlrn lirrts of IPJln:o.d13 to whioh previotte fisheries 
logisla·Hon applios •c, w "i:ho PJ.•ool1,1mo:bo:i1 N6" 6 of 7 ;J'vJ.y ·1969 c~st~J,blishing a 
ll':iaher~y· Zmw l;o ·~ho 'G<;l~:d·l;o:.;•it:J,l s~w·ohel1C3S ditl j').()I; ei,pp1y ei:ther to 
D·0f:JJ:'oohm:i rnn' to ·l;he Alde:b:ee, grt.·oup arnl ·f;he Ir3lci.ndtJ" 'l'hio me,y lxi explair1ed by ·the 
fW'.lt ·!;hrit th<'mo hilm1dr:J had. 'bec:m 1;x•urwfm:x·Eicl f:rom Se;roholles in ·1965 to forin part of the new 
Bri'tiBh Indian Ooeian. '11e:t'ri aml t-re:ce :.:·0·t11·('11.0d ·!;o Soyohe1J.rc:n3 onl~v on ·i;lH_, aooession of the 
1:t1:ohipelago to indepe:ndrnHJOo Mo:coo·lf(~J:· 9 th(~ orlr:rth1g F'ishe:t·ic~s Ac'G nppliim only to ·the 
:l.Lil1"XH1t:i of ·~he Mnhe Phi;l;oauo 

'l'hifi P:coolame;tion ol3'l;tibl:ifJhcd <l finh1'11'imJ z.ono oor1.tigt:t0nEJ l;o ·i.;ho tor-:d torial soa of the 
Seyohell1r~s 'I'he EH.d.d zono ha13 OA'1 it1'1 i);lKWr 'boundary· the otrl;er· 1imitu of the ·tel'l'i·torial sea 
of' the Se;y·ch(1llef'l ffml as Hs scci1iwn.Pd o, limi tb:·<~,\ltl, fJo tho;t EW,oh point of the line is 
twelve :ne;utioal rniloFJ fl'Oiil the :n0&:...·0wl; poinh of the low,~we;l;or lino on ·the coe.B"b or other 
beee line from which the b:t'01Mlth of the to:r.•1•J·!;orJ.eJ. sea is ln<'JIJ.f:JUJ.'~J(l., 'J1he Republic is entHled 
to o:iwe1•ois0 in ·this ~;ono ·tho mix1KJ .:eigh'tE1 in re121poO"I,; of fishorirc11J 11.s i'G has in ·the ter1•i torial 
fj()~to 'I'hio Proclm11a·i;icm. did UffG npply ·l;o :DOSY'OOhEm ~ ·l;ho AldtthNl, ciroup OX' the FB,q,ll.h.D,1' Islands© 

(b) 

~.1hi1'l Aot ~)mpi:J1-JE>r1:i ·thfJ WLi.niwt<El'.(' to i'iwko fo:.:• ·i;he ooni;:r·ol of the OJCplore;l;ion 
t1nd U1G 0:J<.ploi'l;o;tion of ·i;lw oon:l;:i.n1.ni:l;al l'lhelf 1xo.d of the seabed m:1d subJOil of the sub-marine 
@,reus w:i:Hlin th0 ·bm:•:eitm:•ia.l w1x~ort;J of ·i;he Suoh rrJgulE1;i;ions mD,y provicle for the 
oontrol of sp0oifi0d nntuNi,1 :i·erno1n°o<eir3 v of feefjo 'l'hey ma;y D,lso create 

rnti.xi.111m11 ·i;ior> fox• imoh offonooEJ not RB" 5 OOO e.nd five 
yea.rs I:a ·thio Aol;? 11ntd;ur•f:1,l ).'<ClfJ<)lU'O"'B 11 :lnolud.orCJ the living organisms belonging 
·l;o sedenta:r·y· opoo:i.t)IJ ·= th;c1,"1; :i.A to r;1;!),y~ which 9 s;I,; th<:) lw .. xvos!;ing r::rte..g-eg a.re either 
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,L11mobile or under ·the seabecl o:i.' are tmable to move except in constant physical contact with 
·f;he see,bed or the subsoilei 11 ContinenteJ~ shelf11 means that par·f; of the see,bed and subsoil of 
·i;he sub-ma.:t'ine a.:rea,s 8,dje,cent ·to the islands forming pe,rt of the Seychelles, bu·t outside 
terri toria,l '\'JfJ,ters, over which ·the Gmrerwnent of the Seychelles is en.titled by in'ternational 
law to exercise sovereigrt rights for the pu.i•pose of exploring it and exploiting Hs nature,l 
resources., 

No such regula'llions have been me,de since the publication of ·!;his Acte 

This Act prohibits fishing by foreign fishing boats (ieeo fishing boats whose 01mer or 
anyone of whose o'Wl'l.ers is not resident in the Seychelles) ,.r.i_ thin the territorial sea and the 
contir;nous zone (Fishery Limits)., For that pm'pose, a, company is deemed to be resident in 
the Seychelles if it was formed or incorporated under the Law of Seychelles or registered 
under the Overseas Corporation Ordinance. Offences may be sanctioned by fines not exceeding 
Rs. 5 OOO and imprisonment for a term not exceeding ·bwo yee..:rs 0 The boat wed is liable to 
forfeituree 

Under subsection 2 of sec-bion 3, where ~ fish is found on board a foreign fishing 
boat within the fishex'Y lirni ts or is landed from a foreign fishing boat on any island within 
·the Seychelles, such fish is deemed, until the contrary is proven, to have 1Jeen taken within 
the fishery limits.; Foreign fishing boa,ts may be granted special licences by the Minister 
for commercial research, scientific research or sporting purposes0 For the purpose of 
ena.bli:ng fishing traditionally carried. on in aey area within the contiguous zone by foreign 
fishing boats to be continued, the Minister may designate any country outside Seychelles and 
the area in which, and description of fish for which, fishing boats registered in that country 
m~ fish0 

Section 5 of the Act provides for the powers of fisheries inspectors in boarding, 
searching and seizing foreign vesselse Section 7 empowers the l!I:i.nister to make reg'ulations 
to ca::t":t:'J' out the objects and purposes of the Act including the fees to be paid on the issue 
of e:ny licence under 'che Ad111 No such regulatiom have yet been ma.de0 

(a.) The Maritime Zone Aot 2 1271 

This Act came into force on 1 August 1977 e It was implemented on 27 February 1978 by 
the Exclusive Economic Zone Order, 1978111 It extends the limits of the territorial waters of 
the Seychelles up to a distance of ·twelve nau·Hoal miles from the nearest point of the base­
line@ Such limits m~ be amended by order when the President considers it necessary to do 
so having regaJ:'d to international law and State practioee The Seychelles exercises its 
sovereignty over these waters, the seabed and sttbsoil underlying and the air space over111 
Except in certain ciroumi;:rbances (connected with public safety, public order, defence and 
seouri ty) fo1•eign ships enjoy the right of innocent passage thl:'ough ·the territorial waterse 

The Republic of ·!;he Seychelles also claims rights over a continental shelf and an 
exclusive economic zonee The continental shelf is defined as the seabed and subsoil of the 
sub-marine areas ·!;hat extend beyond the limit of the territorial waters thl:'oughout the 
natural prolongation of the land territory of Seychelles to the outer edge of the continental 
margin or ·to a diste..noe of two hundred nautical miles from the baseline where the outer edge 
of the continental shelf does not extend up to that dista:ncee The exclusive economic zone 
is the area beyond and adjacent to the territorial waters, extending to a distance of two 
hundred nau·!iical miles from the baselinee This limit may be amended by ~he President if he 
considers it necessary to do so having regard to international law and State praoticee Such 
an arnendment has been made by the Ex:clusive Economic Zone Order, 1978, which established 
inter alia the limit of the southern pa;rt of the Seychelles' EEZ at the median line equi­
~t-,;e'tween the Republic of the Seychelles on one hand and the territories of Mauritius, 
the ~l'.alagasy Republic, the Glorieuses Islands (France), Mayotte Island, Comoros Islands and 
Ma,fia Island (TellZanie,)@ 



f. f':irJhe:t:ier::J tl.i~e 

,U:tHJ'.t1ta1 uhelf r~d e~ll:clufJ:i:ITe 

·~h0 Seychelles cle,imr~ ·l;he :rollowing rights over the 
zo:ae~ 

sov«OJreigu rights a;rnl jurii:1cUcrbio:11 for the pm'pol'le of explore;bion~ exploi·ta,tionw 
conse:i:ve;b:ton anct of ti!J.l l'0Botn1 cef3; 

G:Koluu:i:v':i ju:risdic·bion ·J;o rrz•eue:rve a:r1d 
'~"nd eo1rbrol ma;_rine polluJ;ion; 

ER:cep·b in e,cco:t"dtlnce wi'ch ·bhe ·t;er1m:i of e;n ixrber-as:hicmal en:tered into with the 
Seychelles o:I:" o:f ~~ lioerwe~ i:b ifJ proh:tbited. ·l;o e:x:1>lo1'e or :eesource and to con-
d.uct a:ny r13search in ·thiB zone@ SucJi p:t'oYhJ:ion doGHJ m:rt apply in rele;tion to fishing by e, 
0Hiz0n of ·l;Jrn Seyohelle!Cl Ol' 8, lmdy co:t'po:Ni,te regircrbered in Se;y,ohelle1'1 a,nd. e,pp:t'oved by the 
Minis1';~n' of JJ1if:ihe:t'ieso 

'l'.t1(1 Aot; a1r3o provi<les for ·l;he :r·iglrl;r~ of ·l;he SeyohelleEJ in hir;rtoric wa:ters and fo:t' the 
es·b8;bl:lf~Jm1rnrt of designv:t;ed e.J:•eas of ·!;he con:t:ine:rrbe,l shelf and exclusive eoJ'inomic zone in 
which the PJ:'etJir!,Fi:rt ma.y ~ in.it;il: Et!!e,~ preso1'i1Je certain rnea.sUX"et'l l'es·t;1'ioting ·bhe freedom of 
naviga:l;fon proclaimed by Secrtion ·f(6)ci 

The P:t'esid.e:nt me,y cause ·!;he l)&;Jeline 9 the limit12l of ·f;he ·t;erri'hol'ial wa:ters, the con­
tineri:bal ohelf ~ ·!;he NEZ a:nd 'Ghe his·l;<xc·io wahk'S to be published in (,'ba.:Mis@ 

Pemtl'Gies fol' offences aga:iJ'!fJt ·the Ao"G ma:,r :t'Em,oh RB@ 250 OOO and five years imp:t'ison­
mEJn:li 0l 

Uncle:t' Section 15, the President is empowered. ·l;o m1'1,ke such 1•eg1:1J.ations aa he 0011siders 
neoessaJ:y fen:' ca:1.'1'Y-ing out ·!;he pul'posee of the Act .il:pa~i:I; from the Exclusive Econ.omio Zone 
Ord.er~ 1978~ me1•ely defining lirni·l;s~ no such :cegula;bion has ye-t; been made., 

(a) 

~Jhe p:rov.tsions of ·!;his Act (excep·I; ·!;hose rela·l;i:ng ·f;o spee:r guns which apply to all 
islands) apply ·throL:tghout the Seychelles vri:lih ·the exception of ·!;he following: Alphonse 
Islanclg lunfran-l;es group1 Assu.mption Isla,nd 9 Bijou·bier Isla:nd.w Bh1d. Isla,nd.~ Asfove Island, 
Denis Isl<:md.~ and. the Se,int Fransiois 8J1d Saint Pierre Islands,, In shor··t, -they apply only 
to ·the Mah~ Pla;!;eau., 

Provision is made for -the esb,blishrnen'G of a 11'ishe:l:'ies :Boa .. ri:l whose members are 
appeiin:!;ed 'by the MiniErbe:t' to dee,l wHh such me:l;·ters oonoe1'11ing fisheries as are referred to 
under the Act., l\11 recormnendatimw of ·bhe Boe;rd a.:.t'e subjeo"i; ·to the approve,l or· the Minister" 

Under Seo·bion 511 all ne·ts usecl. fol' fishing mus·!; be licensed@ Half yea1'ly fees for 
licences vrw.'y from ns 150 to RB., 50 depending on ·!;he size of the nets (Fisheries Regul&­
·l;ions11 1942)., In seve1•al fishing reserves established in coa.s·ba,l areas off Ea.M, Praslin 
a.nd La. Digue (Fisheries Regulations~ 1962, as ci.mended by S,,I., 82/77) 11 ·bhe use of nets is 
restricted 1nrh fishing with lines 11 harpoons or oa1:-1ie:r•s is permi'bted provided that ·the meshes 
of ·the sides of SUl'l'ounding pex"ts o:f ·the casie1's should be of e, p:t'esoribea_ size., Certain 
methods of fishing e;ce ·hoteJ.ly prohi'bi ted ( e.,g" gwtny bags 1 canvas 9 explosives or poisonous 
substances 9 spee;c guns)" Fishing i-iith ligMs is allot-Jed only with the permission of the 
Minister,, Prmrision is also made fm• ·bhe pz•o1~ec·tion of ·i;he females of cei"'ht:i,i:n crustaceans 
(hom8,rdJ~p lobs·bers, Carle·t cre,bs or oama.rons)w for ·~he p:r·ohibHion of ·taking fish under a 
prescribed size and for the E11:rba,blishmen·b e.nd pro·beotion of oyst~n· beds@ 



AU fishing boe:ts a,:rc l'e<rtdl'ed to he nu111lJerecl. and. l'egiste:r'ecl a/G the office of the 
onllecri;o\' of cttrol'l;a11tse The regiB"Gl'i?d;ion numbe:r must be legibly pa,inted on ·the bows of 
o a-0!1 'boe;i; 

I!hforoemGr.nt powe:i:·s tmd.or the Ao-1; ~ including powers tcJ en,Ger Md: sea,roh any house Ol' 

plaee wHh a WG\J:'l'"1.nt, ·i;o stopt sea1'ch~ e:xrunine 1'i:ny lioe,t and a.r-:res·i; any person wHh or with­
out e, warraJ:ltw &"€! conferred cm. oufflioms and agcriouHure,l off.ioe:rs, officers and constables 
of polioet end fishery These offioe:i:•s may also seize 8n::f bo<';\:t, net or other fishing 
tackle used a.gains·i; ·the provisions of the Act® Depending on the offence, fines may nO't 
exceed Rse 250 or Rs@ 500 e;nd. impr-isonment may no·t exceed two or ·three months0 

Finally~ a, broad en,a,bling ob,use is incluiled in the Aot which lists bo·th generally and 
speci:fioo,lly the a:rea;:i in which the 1/finis·ter rrt'\Y maJct~ regulations under ·the Act0 These areas 
include the powers to prescribe licence dutiesw to prohibit the w:ie of certain substances as 
bait w ·l;o fix closecl r:Jea(~Om{ and to amend ·the provisions concerning spear gw1s0 Such regu­
laUons ma,y impose pena,Hies no·t exceecling Rs., 1 OOO a,nd ·three months imp1'iso:runen·t,, Under 
these p:i:'ovisions of the Ao·!;~ x•egule,tiomi have been me,de to preiscri be the licence fees for the 
uHe of note and ·ho prohibi'G ·the UFJe of oe:t'tain oily subr3tances for bait (Fisheries Regulatic:ms 1 
·1942} t() 0:1\:bend 'Go ·!;he whole the provisicrns of ·the Act relating to spear guns, 

"G ·!;he _sal~. o,:f sylear ~s and ·the o:f ~ spear gun (Fisheries 
Guns) Regula1aons 9 1972)"' 

'I'his Act empowerfJ a Na:tional Parks lilXid Nature Conservancy Commission to designate, with 
the approva,l of the MiniB'ter 1 any ai'ea &4:1 a Na·tior1al Pe,rk, a Strict Natural Reserve, a Special 
Reserve or an Area of Outstanding Na,ture,l Bea,uty0 The Commission. mi:i,y rnake e..rrangements to 
provide :facilities within~ area desigaated as a National Park or an Area of Outstanding 
Nature,l Beauty for the management of the area and such facilities may include the setting 
aside of a,reas for the pro'Geotion of any species of fauna including those located in marine 
areeA'.l and reefs., In 1973, a Ma1'ine Ne;tional Park we,s esta,blished around Sto Anne Island 
(S.,I., No., 21 of 1973 and S"I"' No., 58 of 1973)., Under ·!;he St.,. Anne Marine Nilttional Park 
Regulatiomi, 1973, i't is forbidden in the said a:pea, to kill, cap·tu.re, ·l;ake or wilfully injure 
by any means a:n:y ma,rine plent or animal., Howeve:t'p the Commissicrn may license the taking of 
fish in casiers or on handlines by residen·ts., The residents may also collect certain common 
species of shellfish" In 1979 three other Marine National Parks were established under this 
Act at Baie Ternay, Ctwiel.lBe am.d Port Lannay respectively. (s.r. Noe 54, 55 and 56 of' 1979). 

In the areas designated by the Commission as S·t:dct Natural Reserve, any form of' hunting 
or fishing, a,ny water pollution and generally axry act likely to harm or disturb the fauna or 
flora is wl;rictly forbidden. 

'Ihe provisions of the Aot may be enforced by any honorary park warden, any officer of 
·the Commission or police officer. These officers me,y also arrest any person committing any 
offence under the Fisheries Ac,.; 9 the Protection of Shells Act and the Turtles Act. 

The Presiden·t is empowered 'to make regulations generally for carrying out the objects 
and provisions of this Act. Such regulations may in particular provide for the. protection 
of wildlife. 

(c) The Protect).on~.2[ Sh~lls Act .lQAP 138~ 

This Act empowers the M:illieter to make regulati<J.ns for the protecUo:n of shells., Such 
:t'egule,tions may, in particula1• 9 prohibit 01' restrict the collection of a:rJy shell from a:rry 
beach, reef or seabed ·throughout the Seychelles, prohibit or restrict the disturbance of ~ 
shell and its l.JJi.:tm'al envil'crnment, prescribe the manner in which shells may be colleotedw 
provide agains,c the was·tef\1.1 colledion of shells, a,nd fix closed seasons applicable ·to the 
whole Ol' ~ part of Seychelles :fo11 the pro,oeotion of e,ey shell,, 

Regulatiem.s under this Aot prohibit the collection or disturbance of shells in specified 
areas of Me,h~, Pra.slin aA"1d La Digue a.nd e,11 i;u•mmd seve:i.'al islands (North Cousin, Curieuse, 
S·t" Anne, Cel'f ~ Cach~e Long~ Moyonne lellld Ronde) 
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'I'he Tri ton Conoh (Lanoi ve) is fully protect€Jd in th€J whole ooml'try" 

The Regulations also prohibit the possessiaa and use of imy explosive for the purpose 
of blasting imy coral 01' reef in the sea, in an,y pa.rt of ,c,he Seychelles except :under and in 
accordance wHh a licence griw:bed by the Min:tster .. 

Offences may be sanctioned by a fine of up to Rs.,, 1 OOO a:tid/or imprisonment for up to 
one year.,, 

(d) The Turtles Act (CAP J41) 

This Act applies to all the islands and reefs of the country and the territorial and 
colonial waters., It establishes a se·t of det&,iled 0011servation measures for carets (hawks­
bill turtles) and tortues de mer (~Teen tu-rtles)., The Act has been implemented by the 
Turtles Regulations (G .. N .. 129:1929) and the Green Turtles Protection Regulations, 1976, 
amended bys.I" 51:1977). 

( e) .!!hali:gg i:ind Sealing Legis:J:!ti011 

Under the Whale and Other Fishery Act 9 dated 6 April 1926 9 a license i~ 
required for hunting, capturing or killing an,y wha,le in the 11terri torial and colonial waters 
of the Seychelles""' Land factories, floating factories and whaling.vessels operating in the 
said waters mm:rt also be lioensede Regulations ma,de under this Act prohibit the killing of 
any whale calf or any female whale which is accompanied by a calf., In 1936 9 the British 
Whalin Indust Re ation Act 1 3 was extended to the Seychelles by an Order :tn Council 
U0 K., SR & O., 193 , Noo 7·1 " The amendments made by Part III of the British Sea Fish 

Industr;y Ad, 1938, were a,lso extended by a.11 orcler in Council in 1941 (U.,Ka, S.,I. 1941 1 
No., 790) 0 These Acts introduced in the domestic legislation the provisions of the 1930 and 
1937 Whaling Convention. These provisions do not apply to "aborigines dwelling on the coasts 
of the Seychelles and hunting with a,:r•tisanal gear"" 

'l111e Seal Fisheries 0-.cown colonies and rotecrt:orates Order Council 1 13, extended to 
the Seychelles Sections 3 and 4 of the Seal P.lsheries North Pacific et, 1912, prohibiting: 
(a) all persons from using imy port within ·the UoK@ for pu:t'poses of pela,gic sealing contrary 
to any order in Counoil made under the Sea Fisheries (North Pacific) Acts, 1895 and 1912; 
and (b) the importation of the skins of seals captured in oontraven-tion of any such order" 

2.3.,2 Le,,gislation affecting the operations of fishing vessels 

(a) The Merchant S'hipping (Tempo~ Provisions} Act, 1916 

This Aot was passed by the National Assembly on 2 September 1976 but was deemed to have 
come into operation on 29 June 1976, the day of Independence. H makes the Merchant Shipping 
Acts, 1894 to 1970 of the Uhited Kingdom applicable, mU'tatis 1nutand.is, as a law of the 
Seychelles to the extent set out in the Schedule" This Schedule gives a liS't of twenty-five 
British acts and states the relevant provisi~ns for each of them that are applicable to the 
Seychelles® However, such list gives rise ·to some perplexity because it includes, ~ 
alia, the Merchant Shipping Ao·t, 1970 (1970 o. 36) and the Merchant Shipping (Load Lines) 
Act, 1967, whioh repealed a number of the Acts made applicable to the Seychelles by the 
Merchant Shipping (Temporary P.rovisions) Act, 19760 In other words, this Act extends to 
the Seychelles a :n:wnber of Aoii!'~t ·toge·IJher with an Act 1•epealing and replacing the said Acts. 
It is presumed that the intention of the authors of ·the Act was to make applicable to the 
Seychelles the legislation as in force in the u.~ in 1970, subject to the reservations 
mentioned above0 Unfortunately, no up-to-date copy of the 1970 u.K. legislation was avail­
able in the Seychelles when the Mission visited the country., 

The application in Seychelles of the provisions of Part I of the Merchant Shipping Act, 
1894 to 1970 (the British Aot) regi:i.rdin~ qualification for owning British ships is expressly 
excluded. Under the ~!erchant Shipping lTempora:ry Provisi011s) Act, 1976, a ship is deemed to 
be a Seychelles ship if: 



) ·the la:ws of ·the 
in the. Seyohelles 

( .. I) 1:L 

1)) ·the w:U;h ·the co:nisH9:nt of aJ:iy persott wholly owning suoh ship 7 deola4'es by 

(b) 

ordor ·f;ha;I; such ship shall be deemed~ to be a Seyohelles E:Jhip., 

1:1hip~ un.les121 As the British legisle;liion 
from l'egifJ"c,:cy Seychelles, the :t•eleva,n·t 

'be f<:'itll'.ld in ·tlw 1L'E~~~~!.Y~~Y:i~~~~W!2JU~~~~!21, (see below)., Provisions 
for ·tho ou.tsid,e ·the Seychelles., 

of Pax-t II 

cer1;ifioa;te of 
mitl is 

m<\Y n,1[10 be if'lt'Hl<Sll in 
iE1 not e:id;owled ·to the 

of the B1'itish Acrt co:ncernh1g masters and seamen are 
be nfftE1cl ·Hw;t; ~ under Section 14 of ·the 1976 Merchan:t 
the Reg"iJ'rtra1' of Shipping mfw~ when he is s87t:i'.ahea'., 

°b;I/ an a:u·f;hox·j:ty outf3id,e ·!;he~ Seychelles~ and where 
is fen• a,ll purposes the Acri; i•eoognized as 
have 'been iir1s1iecl under the An'G., Certifioa:tes of 

Pa.r"l; · IV of 'i;he B1•iUsh A(Yi; co:noernil1g 
'bU'!J Par·t V is fully 

~T.1he rn11,de 1xnd.e1' this .llO"I; provide ·i;he;t any person sending or taking any vessel 
fm~ fhihing out of FJigh't of e;r1y h~land llYtwt regiErter such vessel at ·the Victoria, Port Office 
uml ob'h1.in i;i, oe:r·ti.f'ioate of reg:ls-h·'Y., .A cu£r1Joma.ry interpreta;tion of this provision· places 
'che lim'i:l; 13;t 60 nautical m:tlc3B" Sohedx1le A e,ppend.ed. to the regulatio:ns gives the list of 
·[;he i1Jla~11ds which aro w:tthin that d.it'rtcu::i.ce fl'om Me,he., The V'icto1'ia Port Office aui;hori ties 
C(rrrnidm:> ·bhe:b a,11 fishi.:ng vessels w except one, p1'esently (.August ·1978) operating unde:r the 
Seycholles a.r•e no·!; :t'ecruired ·to be l'egistered., As e, consequence, they are not surveyed 
ox• faJ.fjpeo·ted by ·the po:r·'G 1::mthori ties" When requil.•ed~ ·the oe1'tifioa;te of regii:rtl7 is issued 
rmly aftenq ·the vesl'.'lel he.a been surveyed. by ·!;he Port C)fficer or by the Marine Board este,blished 
by the Act w depending on ·the l'1'l,llf,.1'13 of the vessels., 

Vessels ne,vige/dng 'be·tween Mah~ and ·the ir~lancla men:bicmed in Sohed.ule A mufft be under 
·the oha,1',r:,re of a competen·t person holding a oertif'ioi;vt;e of C(ljllpe·ten.oy delivered by the Po1't 
OfficEil',. Applicants nmst have a thorough knowledge of the compass 9 how to oond or unbend 
m;i,ils ~ how ·t;o fix a ox• bowsp1'i,c, tacking and weaving e, vesr~elt mending and repairing 
~3s,::tls w e.:rnl 'b"' able to answer any question pti·(; ·to him by ,Ghe Port Officer regarding the 
genert~,l duties of e, pt'lrson in of such vessels., Vessels mi;1Tige,ting between Mahe and 
·i;he o·l;her islands of ·the archipelago must be umler the charge of a person holding a local 
matJ·te1'~8 cer~tifica·te., However~ ·!;he Marine Boa:rcl fil!E!\Yw on a pa1"1icrular veye,ge, authorize such 
·vessels to be xmviga:l;ecl under the of a person holding a ce1"1ifioate of competency., 

(o) 

Und_er this Act 9 the Minis·ter may make regu.lations to provide for the co:ntrol of traffic 
in '!;he ha.rbm.u' 9 for ·the cont1'ol of wharves landing plt'tces, e·!; o" 9 for ·the prohibition v 
ocm.tl·ol and. ret:,'UJ.e,tion of pe1•soriJ3 and_ en·l;ering and lee,ving the port seouri'ty 
·tho u.t:1e o:f pilots 9 :for ·!;he dues to be pe,id in respect of eny vessel em.tering 
h~K!'1JOUl' and. for the 0011~01'01 of the bt;;irbhing9 mooring and dt.~pm"ture of ships.,. 

ma<le tu1de1• ·this Act f'ix ·!;he ha.rbov:r duef;I and other 
c~~;;;;,.;~~~~;;.Q;;;;;i',;@,:~i:'~~~~~g;,.,k~J., the h8..l"bour of Victoria end any l'Oa.dstead. bay 

ooa~t in ·the They ma-01" include 
e.:rJ.cl clues, freshwnter ohe,rges, 



performed outside normal hours and other dues and rateso The rate 
lrci,:l.tl rlot·m in the ScheduJ.e to the Regulationso Special p1•ovisions are maile for 

~o:.u1 in the Seychelles: port duea 9 light dues and towe,ge, maintenance end up­
J.'o'.L" mwh vessels may be oomrrru.ted to six times the rate for a single call with a, 

d.i.rt1ri1il <lf Rso 900,. For other vessels, port dues for a period not exceeding 72 hours 
ti'~l'.1 pa1• cmii (subject to a minimum charge of Rso 50 and a maximum charge of Rs,. 4 OOO)@ 

additional fu'l,y, it is 10 cts per GRT (subject to a minimum charge of Rs,. 20 and a 
of Rs,. 1 600 per 24 hours)., The Harbour Regulations made under the Act pro­
vessel of or exceeding 150 tons gross burden register entering or leaving 

anchoring or berthing therein or moving from place to place shall do so under 
of ~~,n 1'1nthorized pilot and not otherwise" Vessels under 150 tons are not required 

n, p:lJ.ff~ w but must be moored at the place and after the mamler ordered by the harbour 

H if3 p:i:oh:i'bi tecl for any vessel coming from a foreign port to anchor or moor in the 
<~,·!; ~,,try place other tha,n the h:e:rbour at Victoria" Moreover, under Section 34 of 

flo[,u.h1;tionr:1, the mooring, timing and passage in the Seychelles waters (a term which is 
do:i'lrwd) :is subject to the general and particular control of the harbour master .. 

) ~!l!J.J~~~!_(Interim Provisions) Act, 1974 

''1'hL:! Arrt• empowers ·~he Minister to make regulations providing for the establishment of 
management and control of any porte Such regulations may inter alia provide for 

fEHl[I imo. cha:rges pe,yable in respect of any vessel in relati'OntO any-services pro-
llhEJX'Gb1 and. for the control of vessels alongside any berth in any port., This Act was 

by several regulations including the Port (Port Victoria) (Management and Rates) 
;-1;i;:J.on.s, 1975, which establish the rates and conditions applicable ·to services and 
·ldeB p1°ovided in Port Victo1~ia (shore handling, storage, transfer, wharfage, lightera,ge, 

tivel.'time, plant hire, customs examination and verification, passengers, exami-
of' produO'h, security)" 

'J1b(i }J)0 ovis:i.o:ns of this Act apply to vessels of 30 tons net register and over, registered 
, engaged in commercial trading within the Seychelles and between the 

and ports of the East African coast and ports in Mauritius, R~union and Madagascar .. 
:ludm1 dGri;ailed provisions concerning the wages of the seamen., It also provides for 
i;h~~J in ol'HJe of desertion, absence without leave and general offences against discipline. 

J !~cies and Legislation affecting the establishment and operation of 
i~d!!Strial fisheries enterprises, with particular reference to the 
~~!!1~2!_ishment and operation of joint ventures with foreign participation 

Wt~r~_ j)Je,ttonal Development Plan, 1978-1982 (5 June 1978) 

'J'h13 Ne;l;i011al Development Plan of the Republic of the Seychelles is a revolving plan 
ff•Jet'Y year@ Its main purpose is to give a guide to the directions of Government 
a.nd U1e manifestation of these policies in the projects to be sponsored by indivi­

bi11en·l;s e:nd Ministries., Government policy on all major areas is stated together 
:L'ia1 pncdtion within the Government's overall economic policy., In connection with fishery 

·l;he plen Erbates, ~ .!!:1i!t that "The first objective of fisheries development is to 
i;iusi:a:ined supply of fish, at reasonable prices, to the domestic market., It is clear, 

H.ofr1(nx~n' 9 ·l;he/~ the fish resources in and around Seychelles• waters are sufficient to support a 
h1dustry as well as to supply local needs., Government's consultants have advised 

l<ho fi:r:i:1t ffba.ge of expanding the fishing industry and negotiations have been finalized to 
·hhe necessary capital, equipment and expertise., The principle guiding ·the Government in 

rH'l{';ot:tations has been the need to ensure the maximum benefit for the people of the 
lfli'lj this inoludes safeguarding the present industry and encouraging, through advioe, 

£tn.d tn•edi t 9 the largest possible Seychellois participation in the expanded industry" e 

11Jirn i:rta;tes that "the Government realises that it has responsibilities as well as 
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in :t'ela:Hon to the 1~e!'.clources within the E.,E.,Z,, ancl inte:mla to see tha,t such resources 
nei the:t" under nor over exploited., Conaidera,tion will he,ve to be given to the needs 

for' 0001pe,t:i.ble ne,tional policies in resped of fish stocks whioh could be exploited by more 
thv.n one oom1try11 " 

'!'he fisheries projecrts set for·l;h in 'i;he Plan are: 

the development of fishing industry 
reconstruction of South ~,ce Long Pier 
fisheries research equipment 
post harvest investigation Phase II 
a, fisheries ,i;re,il1ing centre., 

'I'he Plan prcrnd"es a, chart indicating 'i;he va,rious expenditures estimated to be needed in 
order to complete ·these projecrts., 

(b) 

The purpose of this Act is to authorize for the future raising of loans for the purpose 
of fina,ncing the Ne:tiona,l Developmen·t Plan., kcy' sum of money borrowed under the authority 
of this Act must be paid in·l;o the Development Fund which was established in 1974., 

This Ac·{; a,lso a,pproves retroactively the borrowing from the Government of the United 
Kingdom of the ten million pounds sterling to which reference has alreaey been made in 
seotion 2.,3.,1.,3 of this report., 

The purpose of this Decree is to establish a development bank., The purposes for which 
the benk may exercise its functions are basically to assist the economy; to further the 
aims of any development plan by financing projects coming within the plan, and to promote 
indui:rhrial efficiency" The functions of the bank are basically to promote development of 
industry, money or capital markets., The bank is given rather broad powers which include the 
power to acquire, hold w1d under·wri te issues of securities, ·to make loans and to do anything 
incidental to any of its powers., 

This Act regulates trading companies, et., al.,, and is based on the Ehglish Companies 
Act of 19480 Of special interest is Part VII (Sections 309-321) which regulates overseas 
companies .. 

An overseas company shall be considered as carrying on business in ·the Seychelles if 

(a) enters into two or more contrao·ts with persons resident there, or 
wi:th companies formed or incorporated there 9 being contracts which 

(i) are entered into in connection with the business or objects 
which the overseas company ce,rries on or pursues; and 

(ii) by their express or implied terms are to be wholly or sub­
stantially performed in the Seychelles, or may be so per­
fo~med at the option of any party thereto; or 

(b) appoints a:n agent who resides or has a place of business in the 
Seychelles to represent the overseas company in connection with the 
making or performence of two or more oontrac·ts which fall within 
parG!oOTaph (a) of this subsection 00000 



( o) owns w possesses or uses MSErl;s si'bue;l;ed h:i. ·the Seryohelles for the 
ptt"t'pose of carrying on OJ.' p1irsuing its 'bltsiness o:i:• objecta u,. u 

An ove:i.'seaa com:pruw shall not be oonsidered e,a enterhig iJrto e, oon:trac·t within paragTaph 
(a) of subsection (2) if it subscribes foru or purchases shares or debentures of, a oompan;y 
incorporated under this Act or of an existing company. 

Overseas companies a,re recp.lirea~~ 1lI'~~ ili~w ·bo :registe;,• 9 designate a 
""'"-''".i">,-"'f'. ~uent 9 a.:1d file their acoom1ts wi:~h the Ftegis·t:i.·ar of Companies, al though this can be 

with (e,.g,.~ S,.I0 27/75),. 

(e) 

This Act creates a new Commeroie,l Code of Seyohelles111 

Oversees corporations are recognized a~ having corporate existence in the Seychelles and 
may sue and. be sued under their oo:i:'porv:te naraes,. 

Ti"Gle II of the Code sets forth provisions regarding the se'Gi;lem~.at of disputes by 
a,1'bifa:·ation., The e,rbi tral award is fin~tl unless set aside due ·to fre,ud_ 9 e·t;c,. (Article 134) t 
and may be enforced. in the same mam1e1' as e, judgement 01• o:i.'i'l.eI' (Article 138)., 

(f) 

This Order extends the Act to the Seychelles" There is also provision for the settle­
men,~ of dispu·t;es in the Commercial Cccte Act 3 ·1976., 

(g) 

The Act provides inter alia9 the,t every person manufacturing for sale or reward a:n:y­
prcd.uct a,t a:ny place in the Seychelles must be in possession of a licence to manufacture 
such produc·t; at such place"' Failure ·t;o have a licence is en offence punishable by fines e.nd 
imprisorunente Under Section 21, the Permanent Secreta,ry may exempt certain enterprises from 
JGhe provisions of this Act 11> T'ne canning &1d freezing of fish e,re covered 1:zy' the Act" 

This Decree pe:rrni ts the Presiclen·t Ji;o make regulations empowering the Permanent Secretary 
of 'Finance to make orders for the control of the impor~s or export of goods into Seychelles. 
The term "goods" includes, ~ vessels, fish exid property of any description 0 

Regulations made under this Dem•ee may provide for the issue of licence and permits and the 
lev,ring of fees and charges. Certain subsidial"Y legislation conce:i:ning various goods has 
been made, but fish and vessels he;ve not been e,ffected thereby" 

This Decree provides for the charge, assessment and collection of a tax upon incomes. 
Su.oh ·tax is levied upon the taxable income derived during one yea.r by any person (including 
companies) whether resident or non-residenta The Decree describes in detail how to assess 
the income and e,llowable deductions., Under the Income '11a.x (Ra;!;es) Decree, 1978 (Decree 
lfo., 13 incorporated into ·!;he Decree No .. 11 ) ·bhe re;te of ·!;he tax to be paid by a company is 
35 percent on the whole of ·the taxable income., 

( j) The J·I2rkmen 1 s Compensa'l:loE;_;:~c~_T( CAP .1fil2. 
This Act provides for a general scheme for comp<:msa:bion for injury, death or incapacity 

resulting from e,ccidents to workmen.. It applies ,i,:r;!;:];: ~bk! to master, seaJnen and apprentice 
seamen v1ho are members of ·the crew of a.lzy ship registered in ·the Seychelles., In does not 
a,pply to the crew members of fishing vessels who receive shEJ..l'eS in the profH or the gross 



ngs or ·the wo:cking of such vessel.. rr:he e:trl;ire amount of the premium is paid. ey the 
c0i11v:Loye1' to a:n insure.nee compa,rzy app:coved by ·bhe Labour Ccrmmissioner0 

(k) 

This Ad esta,blishes a fund fo:r· the payment ·l;o employees of certain oonefi ts for marriage, 
emigre;tion 7 etco 11 filnployee 11 means ~ a,ny person who is ordinarily resid~t as master or 
memlJer of e, crew of any ship where the oimer of the ship or the mana.ger resides or ha£ a 

of business in the Seychelles@ Specified employees (i 0 eo employees who are not o:rdin­
ax•ily reside:nJi; in the Seychelles but are employed to work in the Seychelles for a, continuous 
period. of not more than ·bhree years with possible exceptions) who are making oontribuhons 
under a social seouri ty scheme of some country other than the Seychelles, being a, scheme 
which has been a,pproved by the Minister, mazy- be exempted0 The same contribution (5% of 
wa,ges) is l'equired from the employer and the employee with a ceiling of Rs., 75 in both cases,, 
"Wages" a.o not include free housing, meals 01' re,tions., 

This Act provides for benefHs to servants of 14 days per year m1n1mum axmual leave; 
fo:t' ;;in a.ggrega;te period of 60 da;ys during ·12 months for sick le1we at half pay., If more than 
60 claurs 1 no pa,y is provided fm' under this AO'!; but if the absence is due to injury that is 
covcrocl 1mde1' the Workmen 1 s Compensation Act 1 he would be pe,id unde:t' the Compensation Acto 
Thc~re is no provision for retirement pensions, but new legislation regarding social security 
'based on a comprehensive scheme is expected to be enacted ne:id year" The definition of 
"servan·b" is broad enough to cover any type of crew memoor 1 officer or e,rzy personnel on board 
i;i, domestic vessel., 

(m) 

This .Act covers the enth'e sphere of immigration law., Under the Regulations (S0I0 23-
·1973) * where an immigration officer boa,:rds a ship on its arrival into the Seychelles, no 
paHsenger or member of the crew is permitted to lea,ve the ship until said officer completes 
the necessa.l"J forma,lities under ·!;he Act and Regulations., Noteworthy is the fa,ot that a 
"pass" can be obtained to enter and remaAn ·temporarily in the Seychelles" The a<!ministration 
is presently se-tting up the requirements and cond.i tions rele,ting to the entry and exit of 
crews of foreign fishing vessels which may visit Port Victoria for purposes of crew replaoe­
men·b. Two possible arrangements a.:re foreseen: (a) each crew memoor could have a valid sea,­
men's certificate in which a visa, would be endorsed on arrival at the port or airport; 
(b) immigration cards could be issued and filled in just as is necessary for all travellers. 

(a,) The Customs Man§!;gement. -&et (CAP 100) 

This Act permitr3 the Collec·bor of Customs (who is appointed by the President) to 
colleo'b and me.na.ge customs du·ties. 

(b) 

This Act sets the levels of cus-tcms duties paya,ble on imports into the Seychelles. Of 
pe .. rticula:i:' relevance to fisheries aJ;'e the following duty rates (Decree No. 1-1978):-



Duty: 
how 
ohe,rgas,ble 

AD "" .Ad Valorem 

Live crustaoesns 

F:iElh 1 shellfish, orui:rtacee.ns, 
mollu8cs and roes (fresh, 
se,l'tect 01' 

Dried or preserved fish 1 
shellfish 1 orus·tacea'Y).s and. 
:x:oes v1hetheT or not in air­
tight containers 

Fish, fish roes, shellfish, 
or'Ustaceans and preparations 
thereof preserved :Ln airtigh·t 
containers 

AD 

Gas oil Per 100 litres 

Mo·tor spirit 1 benzine 

Industrial/Marine Diesel Fuel 

Lubricating oils 

Greases 

Co:t'dage , :t'opes and twine ; 
nets and net'bing 

Power units 

Compressors, pumps vacuum pumps 

Machiner~ 1 appliances and tools 
of a kind designed for agriculture, 
horticulture 1 animal husbandry, 
fishing or forestry, other than 
vehicles and tradors, parts and 
accessories ·!;hereof not liable in 
ano·!;her ClaAss 

Cold storage and freezing chambers, 
refrig-eNi,tion equipment 

Food processing equipment, 
including canning, packaging and 
labelling ma,chinery 

Cans 

" 

AD 

.AD 

AD 

AD 

AD 

AD 

AD 

Commonwea.lJGh 7 
Eu:i'opean Economic 
Community and 
l\.:frioa;n, Caribbean 
and Pacific Group 
of S,Ga:l;es 

Rso 64032 
Rs. 33026 

Rs. 21.15 

20% 

20% 

Free 

Free 

5% 

5% 
10% 

other 
Countries 

Free 

25% 

Rse 64.32 
Rs. 33.26 
Rs. 21.15 

20% 

20% 

Free 

10% 

10% 

10% 



Vessels, including tX'a:wlers, 
whalers, refrigerating or other 
faotory~vessels designed 
exclusivBly for commercial 
fishing or ma,rine exploration 

Inboard engines up to 50 BHP 
Inboard engines over 50 BHP 
Ont 1Joa:t'd. engines up to 24 BHP 
or BIA certified 25 BHP 
Outboard engines over 24 BHP 
or BIA certified 25 BHP 

Mari time safety equipment including 
marine radio apparatus; radar; 
flare and signal equipment; life­
buoys and life rafts; marine compass 
and direction-finders 
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Dirty: 
how 
chargea,ble 

AD 

Rates of Duty 
b,y Origin 

Commonwealth, 
European Economic 
Community and 
African, Caribbea.n 
and Pacific Group 
of Sta,tes 

5% 
Free 
25% 

Free 

25% 

Free 

other 
Countries 

5% 
Free 
30% 

Free 

35% 

Free 

The rate of duties on exports (Act 8-1975) is set under Schedule E (Section 3) which 
provides, 

Desc;:wion of 
~ 

Giant tortoises -

presell'l;ed free to zoos 
other 

Hawksbill turtle shells -

(a) Main plates (eoailles) 

(b) Hooves (onglons) or 
belly (plastron) 

Shark hi.des 

Whale 01' shark oil 

How duty 
Chargeable 

AD 

per 500 grammes 
or part thereof 

per 500 grammes 
or part thereof 

each 

per hectolitre or 
part thereof 

Rate of 
Duty 

Nil 
15% 

Rs. 300 

Rs,. 1000 

In a.ddi "G i (}rt 1 Section 4 ( 1 ) of the : Act authorizes the a,ppropriate Permanent Secretary 
(i.e. Ii'ina.nce), on good and sufficien;t; ground shown, to remit or refund wholly or partially 
a:ny duty payable under the act. 



Thikl Act provides, inter 
,Ghe P'~<;lVffrrtion of nuisances:= 
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for ·the pro'cection of water supplies and food stuffs and 

In eonneotion· with the p1•otection of foodstuffs, all warehouses and buildings in regula.r 
um~ :fo1• the stor·age of foodstuf'fs for ,Gre,de purposes a,re to be constructed of such materials 
a:nd in such manner as will render them ra:b-proof@ No person is perrni tted to collect, prepare, 
manufa,0+:1n'e ~ keep, transport 1 or expose for sale axry foods·buffs without taking adequate 
mea,sures ·i;o guard a.gaimrb a:nd. prevent any infec'Gion ol' contamination thereof e Unhealthy 
foods may be seized. a,fter inspection of premises. Regulations maur be made in order to p1•0-
vide for the oomrbruction, equipment, mci,intenance~ cleansing, inspection and control of 
places for storage and. of vessels and vehicles for tl'ansport of carcasses of meat and fish. 
So fa1' no regula:tions ha,ve been made covering fish. The Act -e,lso sets forth numerous 
clefini tions of nuisances and gives ·the inspector the power to investigate as well as to 
ocrnmence proceedings to aba:te any nuisance. 

In the rJubsid_iary legisla/Gion e,coompe.nying the lkt, it is provided that no person shall 
fish whether with net, line, easier or &J:!.Y o·the1' means, or shall gather shell-fish, within 
13, dis·tanoe of 'I OOO fee·t from ·the coffer-d.a111 erected on the reef for the disposal of night 
soil. Related provisions appe&..r in the Quarantine Act, CAP 195, concerning the necessity of 
ships coming from foreign. ports obtaining permission from a Medical Officer of Health. 

Also can:tained in the subsidiary legislation are mai•ket regulations for La Digue 
(30 Ma,:t'ch 1910); Vic·toria, Mon·t Fleuri &Xld Mamelles (6 July 1926); Praslin (19 March 1947); 
South Mall~ (8 October 1951 ). The regulations provide, inter alia, for the hygiene of fish­
mongers 1 stalls i:md for the licensing of the selling of-:rrsh Ii'ithe market (pursuant to the 
Licences Ac·b )0 Unsound or tainted meat and fish is not ·to be sold or exposed for sale any­
where in the market and any meat, fish or any article of any description which may have 
become tainted whilwb exposed for sale 9 is to be removed forthwith and destroyed, if necessacy 
by ·!;he market keepe1' or an;y police officera Rates are levied by the market keeper depending 
on 'che type of a:r>tiole (fish pe1' paoke-b are free). The regula·tions sometimes also prohibit 
·!;he sa,le of dangerous fish. Whe1'e such fish are found in the retailer's possession, I'ines of 
up to Rs0 100 may be levieda 

(b) The fenal Code (CAP 731 

Sections 177 and 178 of the Pene,1 Code prohibit the adulteration of food and drink 
intended for sale 1 and the se,le of noxious adulterated food or drinko In addition, Section 
18·1 meJrns it e, misdemeanour fo1' axry person to pollute the wa,ter of any river 1 stream, spring 
or rese:r:voh', ( 11volun·!;a,rily corrupt or foul the water so as to :t'ender it less fit for the 
purpose for which it is ordinru.'ily used11 )0 

(a) !hE3_1'icenoes Act (CAP 106} 

1rhe Act provides for the licensing of certain specified businesses, including that of 
"fishmo:nger11 o 

(b) ~.sh llliq?ort Act (CAP 135) 

1rhis Act provides tha,t no person shall export fish intended for human consumption except 
m1der a licence issued for ee,ch specified consignment0 No licence is to be issued unless the 
applicant for a licence shall have secured registration of a distinguishing mark (i.ee 
ex~orter 1 s mark)e Broad powers of inspection are provided for tog~ther with right of seizure 
of goods and ccincella,tion of licences: 
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(a) :t.'efuse to issue Ol' l'efuse to reneN a licence on any of ·the 
following grounds: 

(i) if the applicant for a licence has been convicted of 
any offence under ·this Act; 

(ii) if he ha,s reason to suppose ·that the applicenJG is a 
person applying in his ,own narne for the purpose of 
p:t'oauring a, licence for or on behalf of a person who 
has been convicted of any offence under this Act; 

(11:1.) if the applicant is a minor; 

(iv) if the fish in respect of which the licence is reqµired 
is in the opinion of ·t;he Director of Agriculture 
unsuitable for export e e e e e •" 

Offences under ·the Ad include expor-ting or prepa.ring to export without a licence; making 
false representa:tions in order to obti:dn a, licence, etc. There is also provision for the 
Minister fo make regula:tions providing for the method of taking samples of fish; the mode 
of inspeohon a,nd analysis of fish, the regish'ation of exporters 1 marks; and the place 
where aw1 ·the minimum period w:i:thin which fish intended for export 1na,y be stored, so as to 
allow the inspection ·thereof before shipme:rrt. To date, no regulations have been issued for 
the implementation of this Act. 

The Act makes provision for, and reg11lates the establishment and registration of 1 
oooperahve societies in the Seychelleso The Act applies to all cooperative societies, 
including fishermen's cooperatives. A minimum membership of seven persons is required for 
the formation of cooperatives. Fish marketing cooperatives ma;y require members to channel 
pa,r·l; or all of their ce,tch through "ahe cooperative (Section 15)0 Detailed provisions con­
cerning procedures for the establishment, administration and control of cooperatives are 
contained in the Cooperative Societies Rulese 

(b) 'l1he Income Tax Assessment Decr~e, 1978 (Decree Noo 11) 

Under Schedule 1 to the Decree, the income of a cooperative society registered under 
the Coopei~a:hive Societies Act is exemp·l:ed from income taxo 

2.3.8 ~islatio11 affe,.Q:!iing the collection of fisheries statistics 

'l'he Act confers upon a, statis·i;ical commissioner the power to collect 1 compile, tabulate, 
ru:1alyse and publish statistics in ihe Seychelleso Fisheries, labour and industry are some 
of 'Ghe matters stated in the Act o 

2. 3.9 Legislation relating to the con·l;rol of ;eollution 

(a,) 'I'he :Merch,ant ShiEping (Oil Polly.tion) (Seychelles) Order, 1972. 

The Dl'der extends to the Seychelles ·!;he provisions of the British Merchant Shipping 
(Oil Pollution) Act 1971 1 with the necessary adaptations, enabling effect to be given to the 
Interne;f;ional Convention on Civil Lie,bility for Oil Pollution Damage opened for signature 
in Brussels on 29 November 19690 ~'he Dl'der also extends to the Seychelles Parts I and V, 
and Schedule 1 of the Merchant Shipping Ao-!;, 1974, to enable effect to be given to the 



,:;0~dHi:l;:i.onal Convention on ,~he E.·:rta1Jlisrilllent of ~1J:1 Inter·na:t.i.onaJ. ~'m1cl for Compensa:tion for 
l Polluhon 1Jamage which 'l'r2w opened, f01' sigil.e/mre in Brussels on 18 December 1971. The 

1969 Co:nven.t:i.cr<1 nrovicles uniform rules and proceclvxes for determining questions of lie,bili ty 
and fo:r· awa,rcl.ing c.:ompensation when clamage is oa,usecl by pollution resulting from the escape 
or discharge of oil from ships. 'I'he 1971 Convention se·l;s up Etr1 international fund to provide 
a supplementi:n-vy r:iytrtem for oompensa:tion and indemnifioe:tion fo:v such dame,ge. The provisions 
of the Merolumt Shipping (Oil Pollutia.a) Act, 1971 7 e,:r.e se·I; oi.tt in Schedule 1 to the Order. 

(b) 

~}he Order erlencls the prc;:ivi§Jions of ·the British Dumping a:b Sea, Ac·!i 1., 1974, (modified 
en1l adap'l;ed a~ in Schedule 1) to the Seychelles. r11he Aot prohilfr~s d;umping operations in the 
'oerritor·ial wa;t;e:r•s, and dumping in ·the sea outside the terri·l;orial wate1's by British ships, 
except 1'/h(:!:«o anthcn.•ized under a licence g:.t'elrbed under the Act,, The Act e,lso covers loading 
,yf' subs·l;anoes in the Seychelles for dumping at seap whether insid_e or outside the territorial 
wa:terso 

Dmoping operti;bions m.a;y be authorized by the Presid_ent, who ma¥ grant a licence if he 
c1eo:Ldes that the dumpinB" will not be hara1ful to the marine environment 8l1d ·!;he living resources 
whioh i·!; supportst a,nd the Gover•nor· ma,y a,lso add oonditicms ·t;o ·the granting of ·the licence as 
rnaN e,ppea.r necessary to him@ Fines of up to Rs. 2 500 for a first offence and Rs. 5 OOO for 
a seccrnd offence are provided for uncler the Act. 

'Phe .Act gives effect to the Convention on ·!;he Dumping of Wen'.rtes at Sea (Cln:nde 5169), 
opened for signatux•e at London on 29 December? 1972, and ·for connected purposeso 

Sec-hion 6 of ·the Code provides ·tha;~ ·!;he jurisdiction of ·!;he cour··f:;s of Seychelles for the 
pu:r•pose of ·bhis Act is ·to extend ,GO ever-y pla,ce within the Seychelles0 

Section 7 provides for the jm'isdic-hion of the courts to ei'1end ·l;o a,cts commH·ted partly 
w:i.thin and partly beyond their jm'isdiotion0 

Section 122 makes it an offence 'GO give false info:t'f!lation to e:Dy person employed in the 
public service w:ith intent to m.islee,d. The offence is p1mishable w:i. th imprisonment for six 
months or a fine of Rs. 500, or to bo·l;h such fines cmd such imprisonment• (No warrant for 
arres·t is necemiary). 

(b) 

Under Part IV (Provisions relating to all criminal invesi;iga;tions; place of enquiry or 
trial) 1 Sec·tion 55 states that "Every court has authority· to cause to be brought. before it 
exi:y person who is wi'thin the local limits of its jurisdiction a:nd is charged wHh an offence 
commj t'i;ed within the Seychelles, or whi oh accord_ing to law may be dea,l t with as if it had 
been committed within the Seychelles 1 and to deal with the accused person e,ccording to its 
jurisdiction". Under Part II (Powel' of Courts), Section 41 states that "Any offence under 
-~he Penal Code or under an.v law other ·!;han the Penal Code ma,y be tried ~ (a) by the Supreme 
Court 1 01' (1)) by ·the Magistra,tes 0 Court when such offerwe is .shown in the. ·third schedule to 
be tritJ,ble 1Jy ~Gha-t court11 ., Offences under the Maritime Zones .AO't are, according to the,t Act, 
triti,ble by the Supreme Court., 

Upon i't;s a,rrival in the missic111 wHs informed, tha:t the Cfover-.ament of the Seychelles 
ww~ not 1•eque1£rhi:ng for the moment miy specific advice ccr.aoert!ing ~i;he present administrative 
.st:t'ttctm'e of 'ohe fisheries sector., The present repo:tvt tharefoY'® limits i·tself to a brief 
del'loripti011 of the erleJGing i:rurti tirtion,aJ. 
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'l'he p;vtrn1J.:r·y re~3ponsi bHHy for the management and development of fisheries in ·the 
t1el:l.e:c1 Hee wHh a, Fisheries Division formed wHhin Jche Depa,rtrnent of ~m-iculture and 

1,mid. Us<~o '[']\(~ staff of the Fisheries Division consists of one Senior Fisheries Officer, 
th:reEi fi8heries officers, five fisheries assistants, one technical assista:rrt 1 1 post harvest 
labore/Gory a.ssistant 1 two coxwa,ins, one mechanic, ·two boa,trnen 1 five fish recorders and one 
clerical officer. · 

Apart from ·the Departmen-1; of Agriculture and Land Use and its Fisheries Division, there 
IJ,J.'tJ a nmnber of other Deparfa11en·ts and agencies involved in one way or another in the develop­
rn<:m"b of the fishei'ies secJGor. 

Iru'raBtrudure development (and in pa.rticulax ·the construction of the new fishing port) 
is the responsi"bU.Hy of the Public Works Division in cooperation with the Depa,rtment of Ports 
and. the Dep21,rtmtm,i; of 1\gi'i culture and Land Use. 

With r•egard to a,rhsanal fisheries development t the Development Bank undertook recently 
the :.;esponsi bili"ty of mana..ging the progra.mme of credit to a..rtisa.nal fishermen for the purchase 
of (mginf)Fl Rnd small fishing boats. Up to 1977 this programme was under the responsibility of 
the DapaJ:"tment of Agriculture and Land UEie. This Department is shll involved in the programme 
by giving the Bank JGechnical advice on credi't e,pplications. The Bank does not grant cash to 
th<:i fishermen bu·t pa,ys directly the invoiceso I,oans bear a.n interest ra,te of 6-7%. 

In or·der' to promote local investments the Department of Finance encourages importation 
of machinery, equipme1rt and spare parts by exempting them from import duties. Such exemptions 
ar'e gr'arrted 1 af3 far as fisheries are concerned, upon the prior a,pproval of the Depe,rtment of 
1\g:ricultur·e and Land Vse. 

Technica,l e,nd financial assistance for ·the fisheries seot;or in the Seychelles is being 
received or negotiated frorn several different sources, including Frl'tnce 1 United Kingdom, 
u.s.s.R. 1 Norway, Federal Republic of Germa21y and UNDP. The negotiations are mainly conducted 
by the Department of Ag-.1.'iculture and Land Use but the MinisJcry of Foreign Affairs and Tourism 
is, of course, involved. 

The Depe,rtmeU"t of Por·ts is also involved in the fisheries sector because it must register 
certain fishing vessels. (See below). 

'I1he Ministry of Health is responsible for the control of the quality of the fish sold on 
the markets of Victoria,, Pra.slin and La Digue. 

'rhe collection of statistics concerning fisheries is a, function of the Fisheries Division 
bu·t the compilation, analysis and interpretation of these statistics is undertaken by the 
S·ta,tishcs Division of ·the Ministry of Economics Development, Planning and Housing0 

The Ministl";Y for In·terna,l Affairs e,nd its Commissioner of Police are responsible for the 
cmfo:roement of the fisheries laws and regulati011s. 

Legal prosecutions are brought by ·the Attorney-General's Chambers. 

At the ou:tset a problem of g-enere,l international law concerning succession to treaties 
must be men:t :i. one d. 

During the period it administered the Seychelles 9 the British Gove:r'1lI!len·t extended to 
·this te1'ri tory a mm1ber of international agreements of intere11rt for fisheries development and 
management. er.a ·the d.ay it acceeded to independence 9 ·the Republic of the Seychelles concluded 
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'VtHh the United Kingclom including ·the following provi~1ions; 

• 0(:1.) nl1 ollligations and l'espcrr1Bi'bili·ties of ·the Governrneffb of the United Kingdom and 
Nol'thern INiliand which ti.J.'ise fr:ora any valid hrl;ernational instrument shall r a,s 
from 29 June 1976~ be e.si31Jr11ed by ·the Gov<:ir·moent of M1e Seychelles insofe,r a.s 
imoh instruments ma,;y· rJe held to ha:ve a,ppl:ioe;l;ion "rn the Seychelles; 

(ii) Jr,he rights and. b0nefits her~rtofore enjoyed rw ·the Governmen:b of the United 
Kingdom and Northe1'n I:rela:nd. in virtue of the a.pplica'tion of <my such inter­
na;tional instrumen·t to the Seychelles shall~ a.s f1'om 29 June ·1976, be 
enjoyecl 'by the Governrnefft of ·the Seychelles"_, 

'I'he interp1'etation of this a~.reement (called 11devolu:tion agreement 11 ) gives rise to some 
difficuHieso I't seems ·tha·t the intention of U1e Government of the Seychelles was to continue 
being a, party ·to e,11 the i:nterna:tional agreemen-bs in force e;I; ·!;he moment of Independence0 In 
'[;he opinion of the Government? the signa:ture of "r,he a,evolution a,greemen:I; allowed it to succeed 
au:tomo;l;ically ·to all these a.greernents including~ for exa.m1Jle 7 "ohe ·1958 Law of -the Sea Con­
ventioxu10 However, until the very recent conclusion of the Vienna, Conv('m·tion on succession to 
treaties (August 1978), international law was somewhat 1mclea:r a.bout ·the effect of such 
(fovolution agreerne1y!;s. Some in·terna:tional organize,tions (such aici If/IGO which is inter alia 
depo1'3i tary of 0, number of international conven·tions oonce:ming marine pollution)-ancr=some­
governme-ats (such as u.s.A.) considered that ·the conclusion of a devolu:tion a.gTeement was 
sufficient ·to imply an automatic succession to trea:bies. Other orga~1iza;tions and governments 
adopted a, different interpre·tation. '.P.he Seoretary~General of ·the U0N. 9 who is deposi ta:ry 
inter a,lie, of the ·1958 Law of the Sea, Convention has always c@.sid.ered ·t;ha,t new states are 
noi;~~autc>rnahce,lly bound by 8_.gl'eements which a,pplied to ·!;hem p:i'i01.' to lndependence, even if 
·!;hey have signed a, dcwolution ag:r'eemen·t,, A formal applica:hon is therefore need.ed to a,coeed 
·to each of i;he conventions deposited within ·the U~N" gecretaJ.•ia;t,, 

The prol)lem is now solved by a:rticle 8 of the ·1978 Vienna Convention on Succession to 
TreEi;!;ies tvhich provides as follows:~ 

11 10 The obligations or rights of e, predecessor Ste,te um1er tree;bies in force 
in respect of a, ·l;er:ri tory a;I; the d.ate of a succession of States do not become 
the obligations or rights of the successor State towm'ds other Ste;l;e~1 pa.:rties 
·l;o ·those treaties by reason only of the fact tha;b -the p1'edecesi3or S·l;ate and the 
successor S·t;ate have concluded. a.n ag~.r:eement providing tha;t such obliga,tions or 
rie;hts r.:1hall devolve upon the successor St0;l;e. 

2. Ifo·twi thstanding the conclusion of such an agreeme1Ti; 1 the effec·ts of a 
succession of States on tree.ties which 7 a,t the a.e,te of ·!;he;b succession of States, 
we1'e in force in respect of the territory in cruestion Rt'e governed by the 
present Convention." 

'l'he oonseCfllenoes of this si'tue,tion will be oonside11 ed in the following sections. At 
this point~ it may just be men·tioned tha:t the uncertaill'ty concer·ning the application of the 
conven'bions ·to the Seychelles is ce,using difficuHies in the SeychelJ,es a,dministration. 
Because there is no officfa,l Treaty series published by the Govo~rmnent, several 'Departments 
including those involved in fisheries developmen'G = 1cire no·t fully a.ware of the international 
oommi'bments undertelcen by the Seychelles" MoreoveI'w Jche in,Ge:r·nn·tiona,l agreements entered 
il'l'to e .. f'ber the Independence of the country have never been published. Al·though there is no 
lege,l requi:t'ement for tha·t, it seems tha;[; gazetting ·!;he ·teAt of i;he new a.gTeement entered 
into or merely no·ting ·!;heir signa/cure end/or entry into force in the CJa,zet·!;e could improve 
the presenJG si tua;l;ion. 

3.1.2 

'l1l1e fi:w·I; the,t e, pe .. 1•t of the domestic legislation of the ~jey~ohelles ir~ based on the 
cri terie, con·te,ined in intern.ational conventions to which th0 Seychelles ts no more a pe .. rty 
oree;teFd e, strange situation.. Moreover, the most reoent legirsla/Gion (M£l,rHime Zones Act, 1977) 



!lff~ fi·t in wHh U1e old cri·teria of ·the 1958 Law of the Sea, Conven·Hons. In the presen'c 
period of i;ransition for the Law of the Sea1 it is evident ·tha'G the 1958 Geneva, Conventions 
arCJ already par,Gly obsole-te. Pending an agreemen·t a;I; the Third u.N. Conference on the Law of 
the Sea and depending on the attitude of its neighbouring countries, the only Oeneva Convention 
·to which the Republic of the Seychelles may wish ·l;o adhere is the Convention of ,Ghe Continenta,l 
Shelf which defines ·the continental shelf as "the seabed and sub-soil of the sub-marine areas 
adjacen:I; ·to the coast bu·I; outsid.e the area of the territorial sea,, to a depth of 200 metres or 1 
beyoncl ·the/c limit 1 to where ,che depth of the superjacent waters admits of the exploitation of 
·thtJ no/~ure,l resources of ·the said areas"" TeJdng in·l;o accourrli the modern technology it must, 
however, be pointed out Jcha;I; ·!;his definition is somewhat unclea1~ e.nd is presently considered 
uJrnatisfactory by a 1mijority of countries0 

H is not ·bhe scope of ·the present report to submi'G any recommendation concerning the 
nego"tia:tiomi e,t the 'I'hircl U.N. Conference on the Law of the Sea. It will only be noted tha·t 
an in·terrninisi;<n'ie,l a,dvisory commi t'i;ee met in 1975 and 1976 produced very helpful reports to 
guide the Seychelles delc~gation at the 1976 session of the Conference0 This Committee has no·b 
moJc since that session and it is recommended that the possibility of further meetings be 

in ord_er i;o formula,te a negotiating posi'Gion at the Conference that takes in·to 
account e,ll the na·!Jional interests involved. 

1 3 

General recommendations on policy guidelines for the negotiation of bilateral fishery 
agreements with foreign countries are included in the report of previous policy mission to the 
Seychelles (see IOP Technice,l Report No0 20, Rome 1978)0 

In accordance with point (d) of the te:rms of reference of the mission, 'the present report 
will inolud.e below comments a.nd recommendations on the lege,l and institutiona,l aspects of the 
,rnna industry project set up as a, consequence of ·the above-mentioned agreements concluded with 
li'rc;~ce and the U.,Ko 

The Seychelles archipela,go is crossed by e, big maritime road used by very large tankers 
on their way from the Gulf to Europe and North .llmerica. On ·the basis of the 1975 data, the 
tanlcer tra.ffio (measure in 200 OOO t units) mey be estimated at 2 606 units per &mwn0 When 
the winds blow from the No1'·th, some of the main beaches of Mah~ a.re already seriously polluted 
by oil spills from tanlrnrs0 This probably means that some tankers take ad.van.tag~ of the lack 
of corrhrol a;t; sea to discharge oil or oily mixtures in ·the waters under the jurisdiction of 
the Seychelles This is done against ·!;he provisions of the international conventions in force 0 

In view of the importance of the environment for the development of the tourism industry in 
the Seychelles, the risk of any kind of oil pollution should not be underestimated0 

'11.he main internationa,l convention in force to prevent pollution from normai' shipping 
activities is the Inte:me,honal Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 
adopted in Lonclon in 1954 and arnended in 1962, 1969 and. 19710 (The amendments of 1971 a.re not 
ye·t; in foroe0 As amended in 1969 t the convention es·l;ablished protective measures to be applied 
to all sea areas" For tankers, oil discharges a.re prohibited except under conditions: (i) the 
tanker mus·!; be en route i (ii) the discharge must not exceed .sixty litres of oil per mile 
·travelled.; (iii) the tanker must be over fif·ty miles awey from the nea.reiirb land, and (iv) the 
tote-I weigM of oil discharged on a ballast voyage (that is when the ship is ballasted with 
wa,ter) must not exceed 1/15 OOO of the toteJ. oil ca.rgc,~carrying cape.city" 'This Conven·t;ion 
will be replaced by ·t;he International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution by Ships 
adopJGed in London in ·1973 if this 'Gerl is accep·!;ed by fifteen erta,tes representing at least 
50% of the world. 1 c1 me1'ohan:~ shipping,, 
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.Another importe.Jrl; inte1'na·l;ione,l convention co:nceJ:".t:ling ma.1>i:ne polltrHon is the 1969 
In·be:i::md;ional Convention Rela;ting ·bo In"Gel."'Vention on the High Se<M3 on CaJ:3er:: of Oil Pollution 
Casuv,Hies0 Und.er ·the Co:nvention 9 coe,J3·1Je,l s·t;a;lier:: fe,ciEHl wi·!;h e, g:rixve aml imminent a_anger off 
·[;heir ooa,stline or 1.'elated inJ.;erests from polltrtion or ·l;hrei::i·bs of pollv:Hon of ·the sea by oil 
following upon e, ma:ri time caJ:Jualty v ma.y taJi:e such a,crtion on ·f;he high f~eEM3 g a,s mavr be re&A:!on~ 
a,bly necessary to avert or mi·tiga;te ,Ghe;'G danger,. The f3eve:rity of intervention measures must 
be in propor··Hon ,Go ·the <lama.ge which the ooasti;iJ. sta:te he,s su..stained. 9 or with which it is 
threatened~ In the event of exoe~~sive measlU'es, ·the 008,s·t;eJ. s·te-i;t;e may be required ·l;o PEW 
oompense,tion,, 

Taking in,Go e,ocovnt the speci&,l sHua,tion of 
might be a,ppropriate for the country ·i;o adJ1e1'e 

\ 

Several labour conventions concluded ·und.er the aegis of ILO e,re of in·berei;:rt; for fisher.­
ies, iee@ the minimum a.ge (fishermen) oonvenHon 7 1959 (ILO Convention lfo., 112); the medical 
examination (fishermen) conve11tion~ 19f59 (ILO ConvenHon No., 113); the fishermen 1 s articles 
of a,g"l'eemen-t convention, 1959 (ILO Conve11:i:;ion No.,, 114) a.na. the fisher'men 1 s competency certi­
ficates 001wention 1 ·1966 (ILO Convention No@ ·125 )0 All these eomrentio:ns defined minimum 
requirements@ to oonsid.er becoming party ·to these 
oon1rentions0 

A.n international Convention fm: ·the Safety of Fishing Ver'IS(:)l~i wafl oonoluded e,t 
Torremolinos in 1977 a,t ·IJhe ini,Giative of the I:nter'-GovernJJ1en·l;e,l Marit:lme Consultative 
Organization (IMCO),, The Conve:n:tion l&ifs down cletailed. regula;bions for the construcrliion and 
equipment of fishing vesselse The rec1uir1c3ments oontainecl in ·!;he Convention could be con­
sidered. ·boo i:rl;ring-ent for a, country such as the Seychelles g buJ; H may be noted that. under 
Regula,tion 3 (3) of Jlrmex I of the Convention the a,&11inistre,tj.ou maif exempt any vessel 
e:ngagB<'l solely in fishing near the coast of Hs count:r•y :from e.ny of the l:'equirements of the 
Annex if it considers tha:t the applica/vion is unreasonable s:nd. impracticable in view of ·bhe 
vessel's opera;'Ging area, from its base port in i'bs own oomrl.iryj ·bhe ·type of vessel, the 
weather conditions and the absence of general naviga;bional ha,za:t'tlse 

'I'he Gover:runant of Seychelles mey wish to oonsid.er the possibility of being party to 
this Conventfon ~which is noii ye'!; ml'oroe,, 

Domestic legislation presently in force ha,s been St.JJfllllc\'t'ized uxuler (2) e,bovee It must 
be mentioned. that two ·f;e:ids of relevance to fisheries he:ve been pa.r3sed 'b-y ·!;he National 
Assembly on 2 September 1976: the Il1ishe:i.>ies (Control) Act~ 1976 a.nd ·!;he Sea.s end Submerged 
Land Act 1 1976,, Both texts were to come into operation on a c[a;l;e to l)e appointed by order 
of the Hinis-tel'@ No such orders have yet 'been ma.de, e.nd ·[;he tex-ts a;pe thus not ye·!; in force0 
Most of their basic provisions have been supe1'sed.ed by ·l;he Ma,ri time Zones Act, 1977 and for 
this reason H is not deemed necessar;~r to enalyse them he1'e" 

Section 14 of the Act provides that "where. any provis:ton of this Aot or of e,n.y regulation 
or order ~~e under ~his Act is in conflic~ with the provisions of any other enactment in force, 
such provision of th:i.s Act or such regulat:i.on or order r~ha.11 prevail 11 0 Legally speaking, this 
measure is perfectly correct but the si-tua:tion should. be olarif'i<~d. by rop~'>ali.ng explicitly the 
former provisions which do no·t fit in wHh the new Ao·t. 

3.2.1 ~~~~~~~~~~~~!:!!!!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Genera,lly speaking, the Seychelles 1 legisla;tion presen,Gl;y- in force provides an inade­
qua,te legal framework a.nd basis for ·the re;~ional mena.gemen:l; of fisheriefJ :Ln wa,ters under the 
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Jurisdiction of the Seychelles. 

(a) 

logi­
detailed 
Such 

The present legislation concists of e, number of different texts that could more 
cally be incorporated into a single comprehensive piece of legislationo A number of 
measures which are now included in Acts might be better reformulated as regulations. 
issues as the Chairmanship of the Fisheries Board in the absence of the Chairman, for 
e:1xi9Jnple, or the amourrh of the fee to be paid for obtaining a certificate of rights to an 
oyster bed or the colour and size of numbers to be painted on the bows of fishing vessels 
all matters of minor importance which do not require the intervention of the legislation. 

are 

The sheer nwnber of legal texts involved leads inevitably to overlapping and contra­
diction@ There are, for example, three different definitions of the continental shelf. 
There a1'e also important differences in the geogre,phioal coverage of the texts in force. 
'l'he two main texts dealing directly with fisheries (the Fisheries Act and. the Proclamation 
No. 6 of 1969), for example, do not apply to the whole country although one regulation made 
under ·the Fisheries Act does purport to apply to the whole country (see 2.3o1) .. 

(b) Contents 

It should also be pointed out that the present legislation was drafted with only artis­
anal fisheries in mind (or activities such as whaling, which a.re no longer carried out). 
New legislative provisions a.re necessary to control the activities of the new industrial 
na:tional fishing fleet and to regulate the operations of foreign fishing fleets in areas 
under the extended jurisdic"tion of the Seychelles. Te.king into account the special import­
ance for the Seychelles of the latter, it is recommended that a new Decree and appropriate 
regulations be drawn up dealing exclusively with foreign fishing. 'A suggested Decree and 
regulations are attached to the present report as Annexes A and B. To replace and complement 
the existing Fisheries Act and the various other texts presently in force, it is recommended 
the:h a new comprehensive Fisheries Decree and appropriate regulations dealing with 'domestic 
fishing operations be drawn up. A suggested Decree and regulations a.re attached to the 
present Report as Annexes C and D. 

One of the practical difficulties noted by the mission was the lack of fe.milia.rity on 
the pa,rt of both fishermen and fisheries administrators with the contents of the existing 
laws and regulations relating to fisheries,. Indeed, complete copies of the legislation 
currently in force a.re difficult to find and exist in only a few Government offices. It is 
obvious that such a situation will need to be rectified if the legislation is to have any 
chance of being respected. This will be particularly important as fa.r as foreign ·fishing 
oper•ations are concerned. It is therefore recommended that pe.mphlets incorporating the 
:i:•elevant legislation and regulations for local fishing operations and foreign fishing 
operations respectively be prepared in adequate numbers and given adequate distributione 
In the case of the foreign fishing laws and regulations, pe.mphlets will need ·bo be distri­
buted to the proper authorities of foreign countries which have fleets operating, or likely 
·to operate, in the Seychelles., Copies of the pamphlets will also need to be distributed to 
the masters of foreign fishing vessels together with the foreign fishing vessel licences. 

The texts presen·bly in force provide for several types of marine areas., The extent and 
the legal status of such areas a.re often inconsistent with the provisions of the Maritime 
Zones Act , 1977" 

The following areas a.re provided for by the Seychelles legislation: 

Colonial waters.. This expression is used in the Turtle Act (CAP 141) and in the Whale 
e;nd o·ther Fishery Act (CAP 142)0 It is defined neither in these Acts nor in the Inte:rpre­
te;tion and General FTovisions Act, 1976.. Both Acts were drafted in the 1920' s and their 
terminology is clearly obsolete. It is suggested that this expression be dropped formally .. 



Jn·!;eryl~l=3!1?i~!"~e Uncle:r iri.'GeFr1:?J.:f;ional law, ·the in·l:;er·nal wate:i.'s of e, State a,re waters 
on the land~wm.'11 side of 'Ghe ba~::eline of ·the te1'ri'torh1,l see, (Article 51 Convention on the 
Territorie,l Sea a.;nd th® Contiguous Zone, ·1958)0 The only :cefe:cence ·to such concept in the 
Seychelles ma:y be found in the Seas and Submerged Lands Aot, 1976 (110·!; in force) which pro­
claimed the sovereign·l;y of the Republic in :t'espeo-l; of i:trter'ne,l wa;f:;ers (defined accordine; to 
the 1958 Convention which was no longer iY1 force for SeJrohe11es when ·bhe Act was passed)0 
The Mari time Zones Act, 1977, co:a:be,ins p1•ovisions for· drawing r3traight baselines but does 
not provide for ·the lega,1 sta;l;us of the waters on the lenci<=wa,1'd side of such lines., Up to 
now, straigh·I; 'base lines have nO't. l)een drawno 'I'he mission discussed ·l;his question in depth 
w:Uh the compffbent autho:i:•i-ties in the Seychelleso As e, resuH of these discussions e, 
decision of principle wa.s telcen ·to amend ·!;he Maxi-time Zones Act~ 1977, in order to adopt the 
system of normal baselines (as i~efe:r'red ·to in Article 5 of ·t;he Inforrrll'J,l Composite .. \fegociating 
Text (IN<Jr)) instead. of the straight base lines s,ys-l;em. 

Terri'tortal waters 0 A num1)er of ena,otments published p:rior ·t.o the Ma.ri'time Zones Act, 
1977, refers ·l;o the 11terri torial wa,ters 11 or to the nJ~e:r1•Horial sea" of ·the Seychelles., 
Ulybil 1977 the outer lirni t of suah areas was fixed at three nautice,l miles., The mission did 
not find, hm·rever 9 any evidence of an extension ·t.o ·the Se~<rohelles of the Territorial Waters 
Jurisdio'tion Act? 18780 I-1; seems tha;I; the th:ree miles limi't v1e,s used on a customary basis 0 

Under Section 3(2) of the Ma:J'.'i'time Zones Aott ·19n~ the limits of ·t;he territorial waters 
of the Seychelles axe now se·b at a line every point of ~ihioh is at a, diel'l:;ance of twelve 
nautical miles from the nearest point on the base1ine 0 In order to follow the terminology 
now used by the Law of the Sea Conference, it n;i&_1..~~JJ~~!PJ21'.W'~ to use the term "terri­
torial sea" instead of 11terri torial wa:l;ers 11 ,. Because the 'baselines referred to in 
subsection 3(2) have never been defined, it is presently difficult .·l;o asoerta,in what is the 
precise exter:m'l,l limi·t of this e.rea& 

According to subsec·l;ion 3(3) of ·bhe said Act t the President is authorized ·i;o amend the 
limits of ·!;he ·territorial waters,. However 1 this seo'Gion gives rise to some difficulties 
because it refers to a subsection 3(4) which does not exiS'b@ 

A nine miles "fisheries zone 11 con·l;iguous to the te~.ci·boria,l sea of ,Ghe Seychelles was 
established by ·l;he Proclcimation No"' 6 of 1969., That zone is oe,lled a "contiguous zone 11 by 
the Fishery Limits Act (CAP 136). '.[ihe i:mid zone is now included within the terri toria,l 
waters. It seems the:t'efore the,t ·l;o reteJ.n ·the concept of a contiguous 
fisheries zone., 

It may be no·bed tha·h uncler e,r-ticle 33 of JGhe IGNT~ the contiguous zone is a zone not 
extending beyond 24 nautioa,l miles :from the base lines f'rom which the breadth of the terri­
torial sea is mea,sured in which ·the ooe,stal si;e/Ge me;y exercise the control necessary to: 
(a) prevent infringements of its cus-l;oms, fisce,l, immig-.cation or seXJ.itary regulations 
within its territory 01• terri·torial sc3a; (1)) punish infringements of the above regulations 
committed within its ·l;errHory m~ ter:d torial sea., 

Fishecy J~!ij;s 

Under the Fishery Limits Act ( G./U:> 136) 11fishe1'y limi .. i;s 11 !lJeMB the ten•i to1•ial sea of 
Seychelles togtither vrHh the con·tiguous zone. .As the said a;ree, is now included within the 
territorial waters tha;t the term fishery limHs be dropped.,, 

Historic waters 

These areaB a,re defined gene:r:a.lly in ·the Ma.:riJGimes Zones Act, 1977, as "the historic 
wa;bers of the Seychelles11

@ Under Section 8(2) of the Act# ·!;he sovereign rights of the 
Seychelles extends, and has a,J.ways e:dendecl, ·to t;he historic wa:hers and to ·!;he seabed and 
sub-soil underlying, e.nd the air space over, the hisJrn:t'ic wa;t;ers., 'I'he President may specify 
the limits of the his·to:t'io wa:l;e:i:•s" He me,y alsog in this e,:i;•ee,~ regula;te ·the conduct of any 
person (section 15(2))0 



It may lie noted that there is no ground in the ICN'J1 for ·the establishment of historic 
·,c<xto~c·s a:nd ·tha;t prior to Juhe Me,ritime Zones Act~ '19Tl ~ the Seyohelles never ola,imecl any right 
over any hiff\;o:t'io wa,ters0 However 1 :i.t must be mentioned. that the legisla.tion recently 
ena,oted, ·b,y severe,l cou.r.Ltries of ·the Ind,ian Ocean a.ree, provides for ·the es·tablishment of such 
areas. Elxamples are ·the Tel'ri'tol'ial We;ters end Mm'Hime Zones Act 1976 of Pakistan; the 
Max·Hime Zone~~ La,w ·1976 of Sri Lankai the '11err:i:torial Wa;l;ers Con·tinental Shelf; Ex:clusive 
Zone ancl Other Me,:!.'itime Zones Ac·t 1976 of Ind.iv, i:tud ·the Mari-time Zones Act 1977 of Mauritius 0 

'I'he esta'blishment of e.:n exclusive economic zone of ·the Seychelles by the MarHime Zones 
Act 7 1977 7 does not require many specific commei:rt;s. The provisions of the Act follow the 
main lines of ·!;he Negotiating Tex'Gs submHtecl to ·the Le,w of the See, Conference. .A13 is the 
cftse for the territorial we:l;e:Ps, ·the be,,':le lines used for measuring the inner boundary of the 
zone e~'l'.'e not defined bu'G the publication of the Ex:olusive Economic Zone Order, 1978, has 
W'cdved all uncertain·ty in that field,, Concer-rting this CY.rder, it must be remarked that the 
legal basis should have been subsec"Gion 6(2) ei1d not 6(1) of ·the Maritime Zones Act, 1977. 
I>fo:t'eover, ,Ghe text of this Ao·!; 7 as published in ·the Official Gaze·tte refers to a subsection 
6(3) vfhich does not e:riS"h. These printing errors should be correO"hecle 

The legal situe,tion regarding ·l;he continente,1 shelf is not very clee..r. 

'l'he d.efinHion given in the Control of Natural Resotu'oes of the Seabed e,nd Sub-soil Aot. 
( C.AP ·148) which merely refers to interna,tional law is VEn:y vagu6 end does not solve ·the 
problem of the precise ou·ter limit of the shelf. 

'l'he definition given by the Seas and Submerged Lands Ad 1 1976, rihich is based on the 
1958 Geneva, Convention on the Continental Shelf 1 never came into force and therefore should 
lJe disregardedo 

The definition given in ·the Marihme Zones Act, 1977 1 is not very satisfactory because: 
fir~tlyg in (a) it refers ·to the outer edg~ of the "continental ,,_'"""" without defining 
that ~ce:rm; secondly, in (b) it that the oontinen·tai shelf an area extending 
to a dist1Jmce of 200 miles ~inere outer does not erlend up 
·to ·~he/c distance (emphasis eAid.ed)"' It seeros use -
like 'che ICNT - ·the words 11 oontinental margin" the last 

of the sen:tenoe© 

\"/here the continental margin is included within the Ex:clusive Economic Zone, the pro­
blem of the external limit of the oontinenta,l shelf has no important practical consequences. 
But ·there is still a problem regarding the e:idernal limit of the shelf outside 200 miles. 
In F'ebruary 1978 1 the Government issuecl a Chart entiUed "Republic of Seychelles Ex:clusive 
Economic Zone and Continental Shelf". This Chart shows two areas (A and B). Area A corres­
pond.s to the zone delimitated by the Elxclusive Economic Zone Order, 1978,. The mission 
und.erstood that Area B 1 which is situated ou-i:;side the 200 miles limit corresponds to a claim 
on the continental shelf of Saya de Malha Be,:nk. Although this G'hart has been sent to the 
United Nahons for information 1 it does no·t constitute a legal document. Because the problem 
is one of the ve'!'"IJ few still very discussed e,t the Law of the Sea Conference and because 
several important in·berests other than fisheries are involved, no specific recomme:nclation 
can be ma.de on ·the;b point beyond stressing the importance for fisheries of defining as soon 
ns possible the exact area of the shelf under Seychelles jurisdiction. As Seychelles is 
claiming sovereign rights to exploit ~he resources of th~ continental shelf even outside the 
200 rniles limit~ the d;raft deoNe to this inolud11m provisions covering these 
rasOLU~oes"' 

The same cooiments made a~ for the histe1'i.o wahrs apply to the eetablishment of des­
l'.dg-nated. areas~ i .. e., (1It) there is no in the INC'.J:l for the establishment of such areas, 
an{!. (h) siroilecr prmridoo.a ni~ r,;e fcnmcl irA !!lever& nlll;'Hoo!:tl reoentl;r enaoted by 
oom1t1'iefJ the Inl'Uan ""'""""'''"' 



For the rea,sons e,lree.dy men·tioned e,bove (see 2.4) ·the present report does not recormnend 
axi;y- impor·l;ant change in the adminisJGl'ative i;:d;rudure of ·the fisheries sector. Two points, 
however, should be clexifiede 

The first concerns the Fisheries Board established by Section 3 of the Fisheries Act. 
Under Sections 6 7 7 and 14 7 the BoaJ.'d is in theory to aclvise the Minister on certain speci­
fied matters,, In fact, the Board has not met for several years. The establishment of 
regula:t' institutional nmohinery for ·the exchange of ideas between the administration and the 
fishermen may help ·to avoid JGhe sop·!; of misunderstandings that have a.risen in the past. In 
1977 the local fishermen decided JGO orea,te an e,ssooiation for defending their professional 
interests. This initiative should be encouraged,, In the last few years the rela:tions 
between the administration and fishermen have been basically good and only minor problems 
have arisen, mainly due to a failure in communication,, Both the administration and the 
fishermen agree that a revival of this Board is desirable.. The proposed Fisheries Deoree 
provides for the establishment of a Fisheries Advisory Board vtlth advisory powers extended 
to all matters relating ·i;o the development and mana,gement of fisheries and related industries. 
In particular, the adminh:tra;l;io-!l should seek the advice of the Board prior to enacting axi;y­
important regula;l;ory measures conoen1ing the fisheries seotore In order to avoid this 
institution falling into disuse like its predecessor, j1J,,s suggested that a provision be 
included in the Decree requiring that ·!;he Boexd be convened at least once a year., 

The second point tha:I; shouJ.d be mentioned is the sharing of responsibilities between the 
Fisheries Division and the Port Authorities., It must be clear that the licensing procedures 
for fishing vessels is the responsibility of ·bhe Fisheries Division a.nd is distinct from the 
registra:l;ion procedure undertaken by the Port Authorities0 However, before delivering any 
licence, the competent fisheries officer must check tha·I; the vessel complies with the regist­
ta:l;ion requirements (see Section 5(3) of ·the proposed Fisheries Decree) .. 

Some mention has already been made (see 203m2 above) of the problems encountered in the 
application of ·l;he shipping legisla,tion, and in pa.rticule..r the uncertainty as to the pro­
visions in force or repealed., It is suggested that a complete review of this legislation 
should be undertaken., The Government may "Vnsh to seek assistance in tha,t particular field 
from the competent :international organization, in this ca,se the Intergovernmental i'Iaritime 
Consultative Organization (DIIC0)0 

3.2.1.4 Licensing 

Licensing systems perform ·two basic functions,, Firstly they provide a criterion and 
bi:wis for the collection of s·f;atist:ics,, Secondly, and more importantly, they provide a 
means of implementing resource mena,gemen·t policies through controlling entry into axi;y- parti­
cular fishery and, when appropriate, imposing conserva:bion measures on fisheries operations. 
In addition, the licensing of foreign fishing vessels me.or provide a substantial source of 
revenue and, in particular, of foreign e:x:ohangB. 

The existing licensing system does not seem entirely adequate in that licences a.re 
issued in respect of fishing ne·ts only (Fisheries Ordinance, s .. 5) o No controls are there­
fore exercised over types of gea.r o·ther ·tha;n fishing nets or 1 more importantly, over the 
fishing vessels themselves.. It i~yefore recommended that under the proposed legislation 
the licensing requirements should be couched in terms of fishing vessels as the basic units 
of fishing efforte So far as fisheries conducted without the use of fishing vessels a.re 
concerned, such as fishing by cast nets, handlines and casiers, it is not. felt ·!;hat there is 
axi;y- need to exert licence controls over what are, in essence, strictly artisan.al operations. 

In view of the differen·t t;n,es of operation involved and in particular the different 
criteria required for the issuance of licences, it is sugg;:sted that separate licensing 
systems should be established for local fishing operations and foreign fishing operations. 
In general, the issuance of local licences should be ba,sed upon the concept that engagement 
in fishing activities is open to e,11 ne,tionals, subject ·~o the overrid:irg requirements of 
fisheries managemente The issuance of licences to foreign fishing vessels, on the other 



r:iJuA1ld l:)Ei of n rnort~ nu:tm:'El ~ aml w:1J.l olJ\ri<mflly involve considere:l;ions 
oonse:rvi:i;tion requiremen,Gso 'I!he E~13·(;e;blishrneirb of filepa.re;te licensing 

fn:w.1 fU.o;tely re,ises ·the queer!; ion of the d.ef'ini't;ion of whc1,·!; oomrt1:tu-tes a, local vessel0 
Uncler the shipping legisla;l;ion~ <J, looe.l vmrnel (Seyohc:iJJ_f3f1 Ghip) is defined. quite 
b:<•c)adly as ari;y veGsel owned. l:zy e, Se;y·oheller:i :cesiden-t or a oompa;ny fcxr·mecl under' 'Ghe Seychelles 
law (se(~ ~Jn 232 (a,)) While such e, proviBion rna-y- hiwe lJe~Jn worlni:ble before the adop·tion of 
'thEJ W!e.r:i:time Zonos Aot 1 it nia\'[ 1 it is Buggestecl 7 crett·te d.if:fioultitiH with the extension of 
;Jn1·i11dio-l;ion ·(;o 200 miles e;r;Hl wHh -the adop·t;ion of' more stringen·I; condi·f;:ions for foreig.11. 

vemrn]JJo In emJffnce~ i·l; would lee;ve it op~m :for hnrer;rf;ors JGo form a, local 
cr;111pa:ny Hnd_ i;n•ofH fx'om ·the more open cond:i:bions a,pplicmhlc~ to fishing vesselsa The 
propmrnd new 1egisla:tion on fcn:'Hign fishing opere;l;ions should 'be more restrictive in i'ts 
definj_·tion of loc~J,l fishing vesse1B 1 ana_, thus, of foreign fishing ver:isels. In par-bioular 1 

-t.hal; o, r•eq:v.iremen·f; should bf} inclurlecl to ·f,he effec;t; tha;'G a, ma,jorHy of ·!;he 
-~-~"'·~~-~"'-~~-~ formed company i:ihould be lu~lcl 1)y na:tionals if thc'l compe.J:1~ is entitled -to 

claim 100~11 ste;bus for its fishing vemrnlso 

'I'lrn main issue thu;!; a.:d.rJOB ho:Po iici whether the licensing system 
cover artise.:nal fishe:ries using canoes (pi:l'ogues) or whether H should 

1Je lim:i_-l;ed ·!;o the la:cg'Br fishing vessels While an can be made for exempJGing canoes 
<md 1 in pa.l'.'·Houla:t• 1 1mmechanized ODl:l.oes 1 the;t 9 on .1ntlanoe 9 ·the system should 
bo e:1t-l;end0cl ·l;o cover such vesfH'lhJ for the Ii'Ll~rci l;l;y 1 ·f;ho inclusion of all 
veH~cic-i1s in the licensing sys-l;em shouJ.d. improve the que,l:i:l;y of sJca:l;istics 1 ai; least so far as 
the fi~1hing effm:"t is concerned; secondly 1 ·!;here will oome Et in ·the fisheries develop-
merrl; of -~ht~ Seyohelles 1·1hen H will be d.esirable to exo:Peir1c'J m~>Dagemen·!; controls over the 
on-h:ce fish<'lrieso H is sugges·l;ed. ·f;h!;i;i; ·!;he eEita:blishmerrb of n, coraprehensi ve licensing system 
from thH 01r!;se-b would fiwilitate this evolu·f;icm and woulcl 1 e;t the same time, accustom ·the 
f:i.BheltlK~n ·bo ·(;he concept o:f e;t e, time when mam1gement measures a,re no,G onerous., 
~t:'h(CJ inoJ:usion of canoeB should no·'G or<:l1:1;!;1;i iJrnu:i:mcJ1J.ntable 0,dminis·bra,tive clif:fic--uHies in that 
mos-!; of ·!;ho canoe fisheries a:re loca;bed .. in -two OJ:' th1'ee main if'lJ.ands l'a.:the1' -than sca·ttered 
wi.del;y- a()ross the whole of ·bhe Seychelles ter11 i.tox';'{" 

Given the esse:irbial :purposes of licensing as a roc~ii:i1s of e,ohiev:ing rnm1a,gement measures, 
i·~-~ip_~sJ2:13~EJ~t~2: tha;I; n.1zy new legis1e;l;ion should mtil<Ei this ini;erconneotion very clear.,. In 
spooi:fio terr11s 1 ·the legisla,'l;ion should explicitly A'f;r;d;e management conditions as one of the 
main c:d -l;t~rie, for cleoid.ing on 1:1,pplicahons for loM,l fir'lhing Hcences. The legisle:tion will 
also need to specify the period of validity of local fishing lioenoest which, it is suggested, 
shoulcl not e:irl;end. beyond one year from ·the da;f;e of isBueo 'l1he initia,l lovel of fees for 
local fif-jhing licences v .iJLj.!.!_~~~€).!tec1p should ·be r~1latively low a__s compe,red -to foreig-a 
fh~hing Licences~ ar1 the mi:dn a,im should not only be the oolledion of revenue so much as 
tlw es·i;ablishmen-t of ·!;he principle of managem~m;I; con'h'Ol@ Suoh con·l;rol might, at ,a later 
d<J;l;e 1 be effected_ ·1zy increns:'mg feefJ to a subs"r;antia:1 level, sufficient to d.eter the entry of 
an e:x:oessive numbe1.' of' vessels into a heavily exploited fighe:r'y 0 

~l'.'ovision should. also be m1:'!,de for e:x:Hr11:ption f:rom the l:i.cenfling requirements of the new 
1egif3lationo 'l'his would. 1 for ex.:unple, allow the Clove:t'tllnen:t ·to exempt vessels operating in 
ou:Uying Hila.nds 1 should it prove dc~t:drable fol' adminis·l;ra-l;ive or other reasons0 

,~:2-I::c::iZ:~ti~~lli!~o 'J1he de:fh1:i:hion of fo:r.'eign fishing vcmsel is in one sense dertermined 
by the rlEifinition of local fishing vessel, ·tha·t is :f:r.•om JGhe point of view of the nationality 
of ·thEi ve~1seL,, A fu:r-l;her point a.rises, however, as ·to thf1 type of vemjel as opposed to -the 
nationalit;y o:f the vess(1l that should 'be includecl in the defini bon0 .An increasing number of 
ooHsti:iL stater1 a.re o,(!.opting 'uhe practice of a.efinh1g foreign fishing vessels e,s including 
~1n0Hle:1~y suppo:t't vessels 9 such a.fJ mo·ther shipr~, ·transpor··f; shipo e,nd supply vessels, in order 
to facilHa;te enfo:t'Of,Jif1Gl1'b of the res·l;riotions on illegal fh1hing operations0 In the 
oaHe of the Seychellc~s 9 however, JJ;~ :i,s J!!:!gge1~t!~ that the licensing controls are to be made 
:i:nitit~.lly only OV(3l' vessels adually engagc3d in fishing OX' prooerming opere,tions, or trans­
'f)<:n:•ting fish f°':1:>om :fishi11g grou:ndJ'l in ·!;he Seyehr;)llos,, P:1°ovisio11 E>hou1d. be mad_e t however, for 
·bhe ad.op·f;ion of reg11.latio:rrn e,t a :f'v:l;nrEi da:l;e to co:n:f;r•ol ·!;he ao·b:i.vities of other ·hypes of 
n:noilln:t'Y vessels should ·!;his prove necessa-ry@ 
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The issurn10e of licences for fo:t'eign fishing operations, i'b is sygg<?sted, should be 
:restric·ted to W<J:l;ers beyond the territorial wa,te1's of ·the Seychelles in order to avoid 
competition wi'th the local a.rtisanal fisheries0 Such restrictions are in line.with policies 
of many, if not most, developine coastal ste,tes<i> More stringent cond.i tions will need to be 
attached to foreig.D. fishing licences ·than would be appropriate in the case of local fishing 
licences0 The following are some examples: 

( o) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

C~ions regy1atil!eh ·the conduct of fishing op_erationse The licences will 
neecl to be more specific as ·bo the method of fishing end the areas and periods 
of time for which fishing is authorized<!> 

Collection of s·f;a;l;istics" The conditions should require more detailed and 
regular statistical informe,tion on posi'bion 1 catch and effort ·to be provided 
by foreign fishing vessels than could be expected from local fishing 
operations" A general provision to this effect should therefore be included 
in the proposed Control of Foreign Fishing Vessels Decree" The proposed 
la;yout of statistical forms has alrei:u\Y' been discussed by the mission with 
Governmen·b officia,ls concerned., 

.0£.nd.i tions oonoerni?!K the handling and destination of fish., The conditions 
should also provide for controls over the use, transfer, transshipment, 
hand.ling and processing of fish taken by the foreign fishing vessels., 

Training0 The Government of the Seychelles is planning to develop its own 
national fishing fleet with an emphasis on tuna operations., One of the 
constraints of the development is the lack of competent trained personnel" 
Conditions should therefore e,lso be attached to the foreign fishing vessel 
licences requiring the training of local perso:nnel in order to help overcome 
this oonstraint0 

Licence fees. The level of licence fees required for foreign fishing 
vessels operations will obviously be considerably higher than those required 
for local fishing vessel operations" Suggestions concerning the level of 
fees have already been made in the report of the previous mission to the 
Seychelles in March 1978 referred to in the introduction to the present 
report (IOP Technical Report No., 20 7 Rome, 1978) 0 

Conditions relating to the monitoring and control of operations. Several 
conditions will need to be included in the licensing in order to facilitate 
the monitoring and control of' fishing opera,tions. These could include, it 
is suggested, ·bhe appointment of local agentsj the possibility of :require­
ments for posting of bonds to guarantee performance of obligations under 
the licence; the obligation to accept observers on board the vessel and 
the marking of vessels, and conditions concerning the maintenance on board 
of transponders or other position fixing equipment. 

Unlike the local fishing licensing system, provision should be made in the Control of 
Foreign Fishing Vessels Decree for the suspension or cancellation of licences by the fisher­
ies authorities rather than solely by judicial proceedings. 

Authorization for research. It is suggested that :research operations should, in 
practice, be exempted from the licensing requirements set out in the proposed Control of 
Foreign Fishing Vessels Decree, aHhough provision should be made for authorization of those 
operations by the Minister. The position of developing countries at the U.N. Law of the Sea 
negotiations is generally in favour of exercising coastal state control over research 
operations in the exclusive economic zone. However, from a p:rai,ct i oal point of view it is 
necessary to distinguish such operations from commercial operations and, in particular, to 
dispense with some of the more stringent conditions relating to control and payment of fees, 
etc. Such operations are usually authorized by exchange of letters or by agreement between 
the Government and operators of research vessels., 
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In gone1'al, the existing legisle;tion oon·tains a numbe1• of provisions regule,ting ·techni­
cal aspects of fishing opere,tions which do not seem to :t'equire ,Ghe status of primary legis­
lation, and which could well be included in regulations. IJ; is 1 ·ther,efore, suggeste51: that e, 
broad enabling clause be included in the p1'oposed new Fisheries Decree and the eristing · 
technical measm•es regrouped in a series of fisheries conservation regula;tions. This will 
also give added fleri bili ty in the periodic l'evision of technical conservation measures, 
such as minimum species or ne·t sizes, in order to keep pace with ·the development of scienti­
fic knowledge. 

The main group of regulations to be made under the proposed Fisheries Decree will be 
those relating to protected speci.es, which are now1 for the most part, to be found in the 
Turtles Act, Protec"tion of Shells Ao·f; and ·the Whaling e,nd Sealing legislation. Be.sically1 
the proposed new regulations would ·totally prohibit fishing for all me4'ine m€1lnmals with the 
one exception of the ·traditione,l ax"tisanal fisheries for dolphins., The latter activity, ll 
~, is no·t of e, size to create undue management problems and it is, a,t ·the same 
time, so based in the traditional fabric of Seychelles life, as to be socially impossible to 
eradicatea A to·tal prohibition on the capture of whales, on the other hand, does not present 
such difficulties of enforcement or prospects of social or economic disruption, as there is 
at present no commercial whaling a.c·tivi'ties carried out in the Seychelleso The ecological 
importance of the region for the maintenance of whale stockr~ makes a total ban on oatohes 
highly desirable. 

So far as the provrnions on turtles e,re concerned, it is not proposed ·that these be 
modified in any substantial wey other ·than to ·transpose ·them into 'Ghe regulationso The pro­
visions regarding the oonserva,tion of shells, on the other hand, will need to be i::rtreng'Ghened 
by ·the adoption of controls over ·the possession and, sale of pro·tected species. 

Tradi'tional restrictions on certain ecologically destructive methods of fishing, such as 
the use of explosives or poisons, on the other hand, may need to be retained in the.new 
Fisheries Decree in view of their importance and non-susceptibility to ohangeo The provisions 
relating to the regulation of oyster beds may also need to be retained in the principal legis­
lation, in view of the fact that they dea.1 essentially with the alloce,tion of exclusive use 
rights and opere:te ·to convey property rights over the oyster resources themselveso It is 
suggested that the new provisions should allow for the imposition of fees in respect"C5nhe 
oyster bed grants unlike the previous legislation. 

In drawing up the proposed new fisheries regulations, some minor tecl:wioal modifications 
ma;y be required to the existing pl"Wisions"' 'I'hese include~ for 7 a olarifi~tio:n of 
the scope of the p:i.•ohibitions on light fishing@ These, at w oover all fish and should 
be limited to the lobster fishery, as fishing with lights ma;y well prove to be a usef'ul method 
of fishing for bait for the projected tuna indus·f;ry., Provisions ocnoerning the me~t of 
species will also need to be in the;!; the are formulated partly 
in terms of inclles and 

:Enforcement and control 

(a) Limitations of the present s;y;stem 

The existing system of control set out in the Fisheries Ordinance and in the Fishery 
Limits Aot is aimed primarily at inshore coastal waters fisheries carried out by local fisher­
men. It is obviously not geared to the particular problems and needs posed by foreign fishing 
operations in the 200 mile zone, or, indeed, by the introduction of local industrial fisher­
ies through the projected tuna projecte The adoption of additional controls over foreign 
fishing operations is contemplated in the Maritime Zones Act itself. Even as fa,r as local 
fishing operations e.;re concerned, the eristing controls are not entirely sa;tisfactory,. In 
the first place, not all of the enforcement and control provisions are applied consistently,. 
For example, while the Fisheries Ordinance provides for the appointment of fishery wardens 
(s 0 26)

1 
no such wardens are in effect appointede other gaps in the development of enforce­

ment and con-trol provisions, such as the failure to control the possession and sale of pro­
·tected .species of shells, have already been no·ted in ·the previous section. 



(b) 

'I'he praohcci,l diffiuuHies inhe:re1Tt in establishing an effeohve surveillance and 
enf01'cemenJG syi:rtem over ·the immense c'lxpanse of marine w1;i.,·i;ers under ·the jurisdi.ction of the 
Seychelles (c. 700 OOO k1n2) are fi;1,r f:r•orn insignifican-t At pre8ent, few, if any, means of 
surveillance and en:fo:r·oemeni; exis-t. In constructing a sys·i;em of surveillance and enforce­
ment 1 ho1·1ever 1 the follovling basic principles must be l)QrLie in mind. Firs-Uy 1 the system 
must be cos-t effective. Secondly 1 ·the system should attemp·i; ·i;o use ·to the ma..ximum extent 
possible the a,lready existing resou.i•ceso 'l'hirdly 1 a nrnnber• of differen-t Government Depart­
ments will inevitably be involved in est1;ib1ishing e;ft!l operating the surveillance and 
enforcement system. This will call for· effec-bive ooordina;bion of ·those activities and for 
a clear definition of ·!;he responsibilihes among the depar·bmen:ts concerned~ In particular, 
close coordination will be requix·ed rJ8't1·men ·l;he Fisheries Division which has overall respon­
sibility for the management of fisheries opera:bions in ·t;he marine a.reas under the jurisdis­
diction of the Seychellos 1 and the Seychelles police force, Nhich is directly responsible 
for the opera:tion of patrol vessels0 

In assessing surveillance and enfo:roemen·i; need.s 1 a distindion must be drawn between 
local fishing and foreign fishing operation.13., So fa,r as local fishing operations are con­
cerned, the need is to streng~l;hen the p:r·ovisions ah·oad;y e:Jdffhng under the Fisheries Act 
and 1 in pa.rtioular 1 ·!;o supplement ·i;he powe:r•s of enforcement officers in respec-t of the 
stopping ancl searching of vehicles ancl prc,imises. It ·will a.lso be necessary to establish a 
category of officer·s who will be autho:r"ized to enforc~3 the provisions of the legislation0 

It is also s~ ·(;hat pr()vision should l)e made in the proposed new legislation for the 
protection from liability of SArthox'ized officm~B acting in good fai the 

So far as foreign fishing opere;(;ions a_ce concerned~ the requirements will, of course, 
be more extensive. Provisions shoulcl ·be made~ fox· e:xe.mplew :for the inspection and seizure 
of foreign vessels operating in the rna .. rine areas under the ju.l'isdiction of the Seychelles, 
as well ~s the 11ho·b pursui'l;" of foreiga vessels detected fishing illegally within those 
areas. In this context 9 the possibility of subregionc~l coopera .. hon in surveillance and 
enforcement vli·th neighbou;~ing countries, such as Mauri'tius 7 might well be explorede 

The detection of offences in marine a.rEH3 .. s u.ncler the jurisdiction of the Seychelles will 
always present problems. As noted above~ provision 8hould be made in the condi"tions for 
foreign fishing vessels licences for the reporting of catch effort a;nd position, and for the 
use of observers in order to alleviate those problems for licensed fishing operations. For 
unlicensed foreign fishing operations 1 H iB suggested ·that ·bhe local fishermen should be 
encouraged, where possible ·bo l'epor·1; tht~ presence of illegal foreign fishing vessels. As 
a further measure to alleviate the prob1ems of en:fo:rcemeht~ controls should be exercised 
over tra:nshipment of ca;tch from foreign fishing veEH'leli:1~ which should, in principle, be 
carried out only at the port of Vi(~·toria in the presence of an authorized officer, except 
where specifically exempt. 

The principal offonce tmde:i.~ ·tlw 
will be unlioansed fishing in rnlllJ:>fal.e 
order to facilitate efiforoement 9 
included in the legislation 
penal ties should oo impof&ed on unliMnBed VOE31ll®ls 
authorization. Even where it is 
engaged in illegal 
problems are liable to 
connection, it is neoesaa1';Y 
in exercising freedom of 
rights of Seyohellea a 
operations B,re mrl' tmd.ert&(<i:3.IA 
methods to alleviate tjlis 

Fishing Vessels Decree 
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provisions should be 

conversely, that 
marks without 

vL~~M,. fishing vessel has been 
ctional areas, evidentiary 
Ope:i~l!!:tionse In this 

of fishing vessels 
e~elusive economic zone &nd the 
em.~JlU.l'e th~~ illegal fishing 

In this oonneotiGn, two 
The firs"G is the establishment 



to the 
in Limits Aot 

within the zone should oo deemed to 
exists in other m1.tional legislation for thG rn1i;1;nai~11~ 
diction (e0g0 9 Fisheries ReooursGs (Juriadiotiun and <~n~1~'1"1it~~1 

as the effect of iiruoh oou-1.d ""'"''"'""'"'"' 
lir11itation on the right of :f'.!'e<'! tliroogh ·the 'iil::tohwive eoonomio zone, 
that the p:resump·tion be made t1poo1 ncrti:fioa:tion by radio or other mE11:ms by 
foreign fishing ves!i!el on into the zone of its inhn"tion to avail itself of the right of 
free navigation the zone0 Such a will omll'Se 9 the maintenance of' 
a oontinuous ra<lio li!ll.d e, wid.e distribu.tion of' thll'l of the new Control of 

Fishing Vessels Dilloree0 

In view of the wide scope of the powers given to authorized officers under the proposed 
Control of Foreign Fishing Vessels Decree 1 great oa1'e will need. ,Go be exercised in the choice 
of persons to be included in that category. In this connection 1 it is suggested -~hat police 
officers belovl the rank of Se1'gen-t should not be included. 

Penalties. In view of ·the limited means of surveillance end enforcement available to 
·the Government of the Seychelles, the level of pemdties for illegal foreign fishing activi­
ties may need ·to be rela,tively high. 'l'he present report does no·t suggest any specific level 
of fines, this being a matter for the discretion of the Government. ~ hmzever 1 r~ 

commende!J that imprisonment should no·t be provided for as a penaHy for illegal foreign 
fishing, in view of the provisions of ·the I.N.C.T. on this sul)jeot. Provision could 1 hov~ 
ever, be made for the forfeiture of catch in the case of a first offence and for the for­
feiture of the vessel itself on a second or subsequent offence. 

Finally 1 provision should also be made for the release of arrested vessels on .the prQea 
vision of a l)ond or other form of security, again in accordance with the requirements of the 
I.N. C.'11

• 

'I'he provisions of the existing shipping legisla:hon are 1 as has been noted above 1 out­
dated and in need of complete revision. This is particularly so in ·the case of the regulfJJ­
tions respecting registration and requirements concen1ing manning and certificates of com­
petency. At the moment, the system, so far as fishing vessels are concerned, is operated on 
a sometvhat ad hoe basis, with most of the vessels exempted from the requirements of the 
shipping legislation. The development of a local tuna fishing fleet, however, will 
accentuate the need for more regular controls. In particular, the customary criterion of 
navigation beyond 60 miles from ,che shore, fol' the application of registration a..nd manning 
requirements 1 will require rev:i:sione It is suggest~ that new criteria be based on the size 
of vessel and the power of the engines 1 rather ·than on the range of navigation. Any more 
stringent requirements concerning manning and certificates of competency will, of course, 
re,ise problems of manpower and· training. Grace periods will need to be allowed for in any 
new regulations. Meanwhile, pending the development of a,deque:te loce,l training programmes, 
it is suggested that trainees should be placed on board foreib~1 fishing vessels operating 
under licence in marine areas under the jurisdiction of the Seychelles. Conditions to this 
effect have, therefore, been included in the proposed new Control of Foreign Fishing Vessels 
Decree. 

It is suggested that the Fisheries Adviso:r'Y Board, envisaged under ·the new Fisheries 
Decree, should be consulted in the ennue,l revision of ·t.he National DevelopmeU"t Plan. This 
Plan sets the tenor for the Governmen·t 's policy towards ·the development of the Seychelles 
econom,y and for the developmeU"t of industry in pa,rtioular. The presence of the Permanent 
Secretary of ·the ministry responsible for economic development and planning on the Fisheries 
Advisory Board should fe,oilitate this process. 



'.i:he r·, :Jhm:men' s c1'odi'I; Opfi:.:·o;l;<'.'id. liy 11o:EJx·d. is still in its 
ini'f;ial No comrne:rrt ion the p'.i.'ogramme at this s·bage 
beyond the observation the:!; m:·Ei(lit f:;wilities will p:ccc:\DVi•lf3·bly ·b(3 1we.ne,b1e.7 by preference, 
·i;o loco,l r1e,ticrr11J.:ls &J'.lll en:l;e:qn•isEH3o Gonimc:-m.trs H.:e~:l ocrually nO'i; of:f\i:r•(cirl on the effect of social 
l<agis]J-1,tion in ·the fisheries seotox• 1 otho:r thEtn ncri;ing ·i;h!'l;{; the c:Jiffcclrence in the s"Gandards 
o:f l)erwfits (3mris~tged 'by ·the Seychelles aml foreign 1.egicfla:tion me~Y' 01:tllJ%1 some friction in 
·t;he op<'Jr'<-J;tion r:;f the ·l;mw, fishing indmrh·y -vrhere £1, mi:n:ed. looal/fm:'<ciigr.t work force is con-
·t, f3mple;t odo 

The Oustoms 'l1e.:eiff l\crt presen-Gl;y· provides :for fe,irly mibffl;a:ntia1 duties on fuel for both 
01J.tboard a;nd rne.~eine inboa;r'd. enginer~ A nmoJii:n• of fiBher·rn~m lnw<-; oo:.Ued for ·the remission of 
du.ties on fuel ci·liing the exaxnple of t;),, rtuJnbo:c· of O'hh(~!'.e eo·o"'trGx•ic:-)11 which off"er such incentives 
(JJ:' concessio:ns to ·i;he fisheries S(:>o·bor·0 ·i;hn,i; fri;uc'ly 'be undertaken of 'vhe 
irnpao·t of the p:cesent duties on ±'uel a:rul 121ny d.ul;im1 OH po;1;'l; of e, comprehensive 
review of ·the Gov1:ir~wne11t 1 s policy towa1•dJJ inoontives E1.ml c;onoessionB fo:c the fisheries se~ 
·hm»o It shou~ld be noted ·th~;I; und.eI' ~Jc9e;'(;:Lon 4( ·t) of ·(;hEi GuS'(;omEJ 'Jla.riff Acrt ·the Minister is 
a:ntho:d~('ld ·t;o :remit or refund du·bies on impo:etso 'J'hin poHe:e~ at lee.rrl; in respec·I; of the 
:fisheri<'ls sector 1 ha,s befm exercised up to now on <~, ot:u:H:i 0sl\y~0 or),frn 1)aBi:~ 7 ra·l;her ·bhan as pa.rt 
of en. overall incentives polioy0 

At; e, time when the Seychelles is embe .. :rking upon a prog:eemnKi for ·i;he development of its 
tuna fishing industr'Y, the need fol' propei' oon:l;1•ols over fish proo(:issing crnali ty is parti­
c·ulrn•ly pressing, in order ·i;o pro-bed ·l;he reputEt·hon of the Se;yohelles products on new export 
mr:i.rketso The main bu:eden for qua1Hy control will olrvious1y· 'b0 on the industry itself. But, 
i~LL~_E~g,e3i~l;.~£~ some be,sic gove:c-nm<3nteJ. omrbrohi ove1• the qu~1.:U.ty o:f e:irport produo·~s '\'rill 
also be required0 

Domestic ma,rke·l;ing con-brols are pre.sently exercised nndeJ:' ·l;he Pub1io Health Act, 
althoU{~h the controls do not 0tppea.r ·[;o be fully· enforoetl 1 .si.nd. the peneJ:bies provided for are 
in any oe,se somewhat lou. Controls over the e:Kpo:r·t of fish a.l'e exe:roised under the Fish 
~EEor:L~~<::i which 1 H~J$~E,~.E;,~~ 1 is in neecl of being upclCJ;bed" '11he 1;1gl'icultura,l appeals 
t:r•ibunal provided for under the .Ao·l; 7 for e.xain:ple 7 does not exis-~ jn praohoe. The permiss­
ible grounds for the refusal to grci,nt a.n expor"t permit shcmld al~io be expanded to include 
the prohibition of exports ~1hen irwuf:ficient fish :is availarJle ·~o supply the local market 
adec.(lw.tely. F'imtll;v 1 the sys·l;em of assesso:rs prov:i.d.ed for nndm~ tlrn Act ·t;o assist· the 
Pennane11'll Seoreta:cy in the impleme:i:l'tation of ·bhe Act ha~1 neve:t• fm10honed in pre,ctioe. It 
2:~ _s~~~a; the,t the powers of inspecting fish fm.' export :::Jhould 1Je oonfer1'ed instead on 
the Chief Flsheries Officer. H is noted tha:l; no regulil;Gions havt~ yet been issued for the 
cleta:i.led implementation of the Fish Export Aot 1 and ·hhal; kiuoh regulations will eventually 
be needed. 

The ten111:i of reference of ·the m:i.sislion included <m fJ,Yr:f legal and institutional 
1w:.it·t;e1's e.J.'ising from e, Gove:c't!l11en·b dec:i.f:Jion ·i;o get up e, rJ·l;atc ,ouncJCl. oomparcy' fishing commer­
eie,lly for tuna and skipjack" 'l;he compex)y woulcl bB viHh i;he "i;echnical/management 
8..'0!Histe,nce of e, French compexiy and t-ri·l;h ·l;ho f:i.n~mci~i;J. ~wr:i:istanoe oJ' ·th.13 F1"1~r10h Government, 
in aoco:rdanoe w:i·th ·the ·t;e:rrns of ·l;he P1'oc~SdifEn'lxi.1 of ·16 Ikw0mb:r1•? 197'7 9 a.nd the financing 
Convention of 3 Feb:t>ua1·y, 1978 9 ·b~rtw,;en 'bhe ClcwH:camo:n:t of ll'.J:'1XDJJl1 f;l;ntl the Seychelles (see 
a:bcnre s" 2 .. ·1111 2),, Th<Cl ac"dvi'tieli!I are the 
iJnbjl'.Krt a1:lvi©e Kroepelien .. 
fJ:the will ·the proposed 

"lm:t ~,rill deal purely 



1 

The proposed state-owned oompex1y may be etrtal)lished. either as e, limited oorf!p&Jy und.er 
·the Compe;nies Ac-b 9 1972 w a.I beH wi'th i'tr:J she,reholding wholly owned b'y ·the Seychelles 
Governmen:'li, o:r as a pul,lic corporl'i·tion ·witl(~l' t~, sepe,'l.'D/Ge decree0 In the event that the 
Government should wish 'lio er,rt;e,bliioJh the proposed. compaizy by decree, a dra:ft decree to this 
effed is annexed as Appendix 11' to this repor·b,. 

Following the lines r~et out . in ·the Pl'ocl!Js verbal between the Governments of the 
Seychelles and France, ·!;he following draf't a,greements have been dl•a;mi up: (i) a contract 
be'uween ·!;he F.r•enoh oomp&ll;Yw ACli', al1d. ·the p:t•oposed Seychelles Tuna Fisheries Development 
Company Ltd0 (hereinefter refe:("red es DEiVCO) t fm;' the purpose of establishing a management 
company to be known atJ ·!;he Sey·ohe1les Tuna, Ii':isheries Managerne11t Company Ltd0 (hereinafter 
:t'efe:l"red ,rn as MANCO); (ii) a oontrao·t be-tween i\J;F ru:1d MllNCO for the provision of ·f;echnioa.l 
assistance by ·the former to th<~ h1;(;-te:r, a;nd (iii) o, contract between DEITCO and M.l\NCO pr()­
viding fo1• the managemen·!; by the le:tter of the fishing vessels and related shore facilities 
owned by DEITCO, pursuen:h ·to the assistance provid.ed. by the Government of F.t•Mce under the 
December 1977 Proces-Verbal a;ml the Gove:r·runen-'G of the United. Kingdom under the Independence 
Loe.nm 

Of the three draft e,greemen·ts refe:r'l'ed to e,bove, 0011traot (ii) between ACF a.ncl MANCO 
mey perhaps be dispensecl with, as the suhstru10e is already covered .. by the con·lirac-t (i) 
between AOF and DEVCO., The dl'af·t con·t1'ao·h is, however, includecl in view of ·!;he eventuality 
of a, fifth ·tuna boa:t being contributed by MF, )GO be mi:inaged by MANCO., 

While the above dl•a.ft e,g'ceements have been drawn up to conform with the general lines 
laid down in the 1977 Proo~s-Verba,1 9 i't should be nffted ·!;hat the inte:rposi tion of e, manage­
ment company (MANCO) in which the Seychelles Gove1~ent has a me,jority holding, between ACF 
and DEITCO, seems to serve little purpose other the.a:t to e,ttenuate ·!;he responsibility of ACF 
for the management of "Ghe fisheries opera·l;ions@ 



COW!lROL OF FOREIGN B'I8HING VE]SSELS DE\JHEE~ ·1979 

0)1' 1979) 

A DECREE .. to control» regule;i;e .!3'11d rw21,:ne,ge fiBh;ing ~),ml :e11l<~·beHl activities by foreign 
fishing vessels in the EOColusi ve Economic Zon~~ imd on ·thi~ oontine1rte,l shelf of Seychelles and 
·to provide for 14atters oo!mecrted therewHh or inc:idmri;a,l ·th~'lrt:d;o,, 

IT IS HEREBY DECREED by the President a~J f'ollowl'3 = 

Short title 
and 
commencemen·t" 

PA.HT I ~ PHJliliUlfINi\J!Y 

1 e This DeorEie ma,y be oi·ted arJ the Coyr~rol of ll'oreign l'i'ishing Vessels 
Decree, 1978 9 a.nd sha.11 come::; h:1to on , 19790 

Interpretation0 2. 

No. 15 of 19770 

11 0,ncille,ry verrne1 11 mee,:nJ~ an.y vem3el used for provisioning, 
servicing, repairing or mEJ,hd;1;1,ining e,ny :foreign fifcJhing vessel 
operating within the marine e,r<%\f'l und~n' "Ghe jur·iscliction of 
Seychelles; 

11au·thorized officer" rneami ~1 public officer au-thorized lw the Minister 
for the purpo<Ja of thir3 Decl'<Jej 

11by~catch11 moo,ns cnw (~peciEm tei,ken :Lncidexrbally when fishing. for 
species in respect t)f wMch a licenM~ has l;c~en issued; 

"co:ntinen'tal shelf11 meam~ the oorrtimmtal shelf of Seychelles defined 
by section 5 of the rlJl;i,ri'hime Zomm Adv 'l977; 

11 Elcclusive Economic Zone" moans ':;he illxclul'live Economic Zone of 
Seychelles defined by o:r unde1' <:Jerrtion 6 of ·the Me,ri time Zones Act 9 
1977; 

11 fish" means any aq_i.w:t i c a.:ntm/01,1 g whet her 
e:ny shellfish~ crur;r~e,oee.:n~ 'mrUe or acruntic 
fry9 eggs, e,nd spv;wn ·~hereof; 

or :not, and includes 
marnraal 9 and the young9 

"fishing" means fishing fm." 9 Ot'l,"l;oh:l.ng~ ·l;eldng o:r killing fish by any 
method; 

(i) fishing; m.' 

(ii) processing; or 

(iH) ·tre.nsporthi.g f:l.sb from 
under ·(;he ju:dr:Jdi(y\;i.on 

wj:bh:Ln the marine areas 



No., 21 of 1976., 

Prohibiting 
of fishing., 

Stowing of 
gear., 

41 ~ 

"foreign fishing vessel" mee,;i1s a,1w fishing vessel o·ther th::m a loce,l 
fishing ves~Jel; 

"licence" means a licence is£4ued u.nder section 5; 

11 licenf!:lee11 means the perr:.ion to whom the licence is issued; 

11 lore,l fishing vessel" means any fishing vessel which is a Seychelles 
ship (as defined 'by section 5 of 'Ghe Merohan'i; Shipping (Temporary 
Provisiom1) Act, 1976) and which is 

(a) wbolly owned by one or more persons who are citizens of 
Seychelles or by e, Sta·tu·tory Corporation established under 
the law of Seychelles or by the Gove~.nment of Seychelles; 
or; 

(b) wholly owned. by any company, society or other association of 
persons established under the law of Seychelles 9 of which at 
leas·b 51% of the sha,res are held. by citizens of Seychelles 
or by e, Statutory Corporation established under the law of 
Seychelles, or by ·!;he Gove:rnment of Seychelles i 

11maxine areas under the jurisdiction of Seychellestt mee,ns ·!;he Exclusive 
Economic Zone and in respect of foreign fishing vessels engaged in 
fishing for sedenta,ry species on the continental shelf beyond the 
Exclusive Economic Zone, includes the waters superjacent to the 
contineil'tal shelf beyond the Exclusive Eccmomic Zone; 

"master", in relation to a fishing vessel, means the person for the 
time being having cor~iiand. or charge of the vessel; 

"o'l'me:r11 , in rela,cion to a fishing vessel, includes any body of persons, 
whether incorporated or not, by whom the vessel is owned., and any 
charterer, su~charterer, leasee 9 or su~leasee of the v~ssel; 

11 processing11 , in relation to fish, includes freezing, canning, salting, 
smoking, cooking, pickling, drying or otherwise preserving or prep<.i,:ring 
fish by any method.; 

"sedentary species" means organisms which, at the harvestable stage, 
either are immobile on or under the sea bed or are unable to move 
except in constant physical contact with the sea bed. or the subsoil; 

11terrirotial sea" means the territorial water of Seychelles as defined 
by section 3 of ·the Maritime Zones Ad, 1977i 

"this Decree" includes any statutory instrument made thereunder., 

PART II CONTROL OVER FISHING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 
BY FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS 

3,. No foreign fishing vessel shall be used for fishing.within the 
Exclusive Economic Zone or for fishing for sedentary species on the contin­
ental shelf excep,i:; in accorrumce with a licence issued by the Minister in 
respect of tha/o fishing vessel,. 

4.. When any foreign fishing vessel that is not licensed enters the marine 
areas under the jurisdiction of Seychelles the fishing gear of such vessel 
shall at all time while in such marine are1w be kept stowed in the pre­
scribed manner .. 



I~;.0ue of 
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50 ( 1) The Ministe1' may iflG1J3~ to ·\;lm omwr o:f any :foroign :fishing vessel 
a licence ·to fish within tho T!lx:clmJ:i:1rn E:conomic Zone or ·to fish for seden·l;ary 
species on the oontinerr'Ga,l fJhelf fo:e mwh pe:eiod of time as may be specified 
in the licencee 

(2) In granting a licence und~7r 
to the licence oondihons r<~la;bing 

·i;he Minis,Ger may attach 
all o:c e,ny of the 

following matters 

(a,) 

(b) 

the e,reas "1"1Hhin which fishing in authorized.; 

the period. during which 

(c) ·the specie~'.!~ FJize fJGXg ag(; and 
'be ·taJrnn; 

'bier~ of fish tha:t may 

(d) the mii:rl;hods by which fish mo,y hi; taken; 

( e) the types~ size~ e.nd amount of firJldng gee,r ·that may be used 
by a foreign fishing '\ro::irrnl; 

( f) the tIBew ·J;r1::t.mJferQ 'ha.nsrJhiptnoll'h lo,nding <'ll1d processing of 
fish te.J<en; 

(g) entry by foreign :fishing verJfH)lt:i 'lio ~:leychelles por'Gs 9 whether 
for the inspection of :i:h1 co;l;ch or :for any O"bher purpose; 

(h) sta,tis'Gioal and oi;her in:formCl:Hcm r'equir·ed to be given by the 
foreign fishing 1rnssel 1;o ·the <fove:rmnenty including statis'cios 
rele,ting to cci;J;oh and effm"J; o,nd reports as 'Go ·the po'sition of 
the vessels; 

(i) the conduct by the foreign fh1hing 'v·ossel of specified 
programmes of fish~":i:'i 

(j) the training of citizens of :in the methods o:f 
fishing emplo;y~ed by the foreign fishing vei:H:iel a.nd the transfer 
to Seychelles of i;eohnolog.y rela'bing· 'l;o fisheries; 

(k) the keepi:ng on l)oo,:ed of ·(;he 
licence isr~ued in respect of H; 

fishi:ng vessel of the 

(1) the rnv,rking of ·tJ:w fm.'eign fir'lhh1g vicH'.lfH:il~ 1:md other means 
for its identifica;tiono 

(m) direotiono~ im:rt:ructiom'J~ o,ncl o·t:h0:r~ l'CCf\.dreinents given or 
made by Gove~rnment r:ihips or aircx'&,f't ·l;o ·lJhe foreign fishing 
vessel that aht;1,l1 1Je compH,oid wi·i;h 'by th~1 vessel; 

(n) the ple,cing of obfJervors cm 'tho fishing vessel and 
the reimlJtu'r:Jement ·to th0 Gmre:t"nm,,i:rrl; 1zy the licensee of the 
costs of doing soi 

( o) JGhe installe:H on on '\;he for,~igu veissel and m1:1,intenance 
in wrking order o:f e, OX' other equipment for JGhe 
identi:fioe;hion o..ml loct'l;tion of tho vc~i:rnel nnd of adeqti.ate 
rravige/cianal equipmerr~ ·i;o on&1,bfo Ht'l posi'i:;ion JGO be fixed 
from the vessel; 



Licensing 
fees0 

Suspension 
and 
cancel le,t ions 
of licences,. 

Fishing 
for 
reEH:iarch © 

Powers of 
authorized 
officerS© 

(p) the carriage on board the foreign fishing vessel of specified 
oomrou:nication equipment, specified nautical che,rts, nautical 
publications• and nautical instr·uments; and 

(q) such other ma,tters as the Minister ma;y consider necessary or 
exped:i.ent for the conservation or management of the fisheries 
resources of Seychelles., 

60 There shall be pa;yable by every licensee to the Government in respect 
of the granting of a licence such fees as may 9 from time ·to ·Ume, be 
prescribed0 

(1) The Minister may suspend or cancel any licence -

(e,) where he is sa,tisfied that any foreign fishing vessel in 
respect of which the licence has been issued has been used 
in contravention of this Decree or of any conditions of the 
licence; or 

(b) where he is satisfied ·the,t such action is necessary or 
expedient for the proper management of fisheries0 

(2) Where any licence has been suspended or cancelled for the reasons 
set out in subsection ( ·1) (b) 9 a proportion of a,ny fees paid for the licence 
representing the unexpired period sha,11 be reimlm:rsed to the licensee at 
his request .. 

(3) No suspension or cancellation of a, licence under subsection ( 1) 
shall be reviewable o:r called into question in any court on the ground that 
such suspension or cancellation was not necessary or expedient for.the 
proper management of fisheries& 

80 Notwithstanding section 3, the Minister may9 in writing, authorize a 
foreign fishing vessel to be used for fishing within the Exclusive Economic 
Zone or for fishing for sedentary species on the continental shelf for the 
purpose of scientific researchi any such fishing shall be conducted in 
accordance with such conditions the Minister may impose .. 

PART III - POWERS OF AUTHORIZED OFFICERS 

90 (1) For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this Decree, an 
authorized officer may9 with or without a warrant 

(a) require any foreign fishing vessel within the Exclusive 
Economic Zone to stop and to do anything else which will 
facilitate the boarding of the vesseli 

(b) board ·the vessel; 

(c) require to be produced9 examine and make copies of any 
licence, logbook or other document relating ·to the vessel 
or to the catch on board; 

(d) require to be produced and examine a.ny net or other fishing 
gear on boa..rd or belonging to the vessel and inspect ruzy 
fish on board the vessel; and 



Hot 
pursuit e 

Bar to 
actions. 

( e) require pe:r•1Jonfc1 on l>oa,x'tl 'i"iho VMJf'lel 'GO (to icmy't;hi:ng which appll}a:rs 
to him to b0 neoef3Btu-y 'i;o arJoerl;1J,in '\·1heyi;he:c a:n;~l offonce has 
l)een cornrai'b·bede 

( 2) Where e,:n a;nthm•i zed o:ffi,e:or hao i·n;;i,r:i<wo,'bJo mnHJe 'b o bolieve ·tha:t 
an. offence a,gB,inst ·this Decree o:c ~i,g<d110 I; t:ni;y· o·bho:<> w:c:i:\;t~m law rela,ting to 
fishing has beeY1 oornrni·l.ited, hr~ mew g 1·rith ox· withou:\; a, wi . .r-:c0,:iYi; = 

(a) seize and tlete,in any V(1SBo1 

equipm<0mt » r:rl;m~t~tJ B:n<l Cf',rgo fon;wl on 
';;he ·vessel 9 EJ.,ml sei:MJ ftnd dE1·(;ri,i:n an;r 
by the VEHJBel; £1,:l'lCl 

rnw fishing gearv fish1 
'bo::i,:1:d or 'belonging JGO 

gear a,bandox1ed 

( 3) In effecting ·\;ho Beiz1xr0 of &, vrniH(ll u:i:ulcir ·th:hl an 
authorized officer me,y va•:i such fo:i:'•lr0 &B ma;y, 1)13 nocc~rna:ry. 

(4) A foreign fishing v0mH~l r:ieizod under 'l;h:i.f> r~103obion <? .• nd the crew 
thereof shall be ·brot1glrt ·to Por·~t ·vio<f.;or:l.H, uoon po~JtE:tilJlGo 

(5) A foreigt1 fir:ih:tng vossel or o·i;J:mr "\;h:i,ne; detained 'lmdeT 'Ghis 
section sha.llw as soon a1Z1 prae'tiois1,blo~ 'be de'ilivc~red in'bo the custody of 
the Commissioner of Police e,nd olmll be r·eloaf~otl upon d!fimand '!;o the 011mer 
or master if :no proceedingH r;1,:ce imrtH.1xl;ed, vri'thin 10 rmch delivery 
against ·the O'l'mer or 111,ei,i3·i;er in of a:n offlfi1w<:1 this Decree,. 

( 6) Where a charge is ledd ·hhe Oou:clo nH'!i1f malrn much O'!'th1:c a,s it may 
deem fit relating to 'uhe cle'~en'tion or cuffi;od;y· of ·the Vf)t'JCH;l 01' o,Gher things 
pending the conclusion of e,ny hrnhtuted in of the,t 
vessel or other "i;hinga. 

(7) 'rhe provisions of "Ghis rieo·tfon 13ha11 a:p:ply ~.~c.;,""'~:;;:~ !!EJ~t!;,~iJ! in 
respec·t of foreign fishing veE1selE: f'omvl fo:c species on 
the continental shelf@ 

100 Where, following ·hh~J commission in "Ghe llx:olu~1ive Il:oonomic Zo-ne of e,n 
offence against this Dem'€Je or Gny crthor \·1rH·~en le,w :cela;ting ·to 
fishing by any foreign fishi:ng vessel 9 rOJuoh verrnel ir:i pm'imed beyond the 
limits of the Exclusive Economic Zone 9 ·i;he pow<n'fJ om::d'<31·red 011 au·thorized 
office1•s under section 9 shall h'i e:X:<):coi1Je,ble in of such vessel 
beyond the limi·~s of such r;;;on<SJ in ·!;he 1xl:i:<;m11rr(;fil:HHfllE> rtiud to thl@ extent i•e­
cognized by inte:rnntiuna1 lawei 

11 o ( 1) No adion shall Ht'I age,inffl; trm Clovm:nm<e1l'.l'b or aga,imd; any 
authorized officer for dame,ge in BXJ.Y d vil oo,1trt for any act done or 
ordered to be done in good fe,:i:l;h in purnuanoe '[;o thio Il0crc:ieo 

(2) No prosecution of any a,uJ;ho:cized or IJ,c·\;ion which may 
lawfully be brought agai:mrh axiy a:utho:d.Zt3d of:fi<J<J:r·~ in ror5pect of i;i,:ny-thing 
done in pursuance of ·this Decree r3haH bo oxri10rl;D,b1<'ld 'by any Court unless 
it be insJGi tuted within six rnon,~lm frol!1 'l;h(1 de;i;e of ·l;ho nc·I; complained of o 
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PARr1• IV ~ OFF'.ENCES AND LEGAL PROCEDURES 

12e (1) Where any foreign fishing vessel that is not licensed is used for 
fishing in the Ellcolusi ve Economic Zone or is used for fishing 'for sedente,r-y 
species on the continental shelf, the owne1' and the ms,ster she,11 ee,ch be 
guilty of an offence and lia,ble to a, fine not exceeding Rs© 

(2) Where any foreign fishing vessel that is not licensed displays a:ny 
marking or other means of identifica·tion -'11ha,t indicates or tends to show tha,t 
it is licensed, the owner and the master shall each be guilty of an offence 
and liable to a fine not exceeding Rse 

(3) Where a.ny foreign fishing vessel is used for fishing within ·the 
Ex:olusive Economic Zone or for fishing for sedente,ry species on the contin­
en·l:;al shelf in contre,vention of a:ny condition of a licence the owner and the 
master shall each be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding 
Rae 

13,, Where any foreign fishing vessel the~ is n~b licensed enters within 
the marine area under the jurisdiction of Seychelles wi thou·t keeping its 
fishing gear stowed in the prescribed manner, the owne1' i;i,nd the master shall 
each be guilty of an offence e;nd liable ·to a fine not exceeding Rs" 

14., Any person who is any wa,y prevents or hinders a:ny authorized officer 
from exercising the powers conferred by sections 9 and 10 shall oo guilty 
of a,n offence and liable ·to a fine not exceeding Rs., 

15,, ( 1) Subject to subsecti<YA (2) lrhere ~ fish is found on board W!3' foreign 
fishing vessel within the Exclusive Economic Zone, such fish sha,11 oo 
presumed, until the contrary is proved, to he,ve been ·halcen within ·l!he 
Ex:clusive Economic Zone by such vessel,, 

(2) A radio call made by a foreign fishing vessel before entering the 
Ex:clusive Economic Zone indicating that the vessel is exercising its right 
of free navigation through the Exclusive Economic Zone and notifying i·ts 
proposed route and the quantity of fish on board shall suffice to rebut the 
presumption in subsection (1)0 

16,, When a person is convicted of an offence against this Decreet ·bhe 
Court -

(a) 

(b) 

(o) 

may1 or, in the case of an offence specified in section 
12 ~1), shall 9 order that any fish found on board the vessel 
when seized, or the proceeds of sale of such fish where the 
Court has made e,n order under section 9 ( 6) that such fish be 
sold 9 shall oo forfeited to the Government; 

may, or9 in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, 
shall, order that a:ny vessel used in or in connection with 
the commission ot an offence, together with its fishing gear, 
equipment, stores and cargo, shall be forfeited to the 
Government; 

shall order that any costs incurred in holding the vessel in 
detention, and any cost of repatriation of any member of the 
crew of the vessel, shall be payable 'by the person convicted., 
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·17@ ( 1 ) Wher0 a:ny 
a ohe,:rge is lrdd in 
lioe:ni:H3ew master or authox·izEHl 
vesselw m1:i,y e,pply ·bo ·the C!o1xd fo» ·tho 
provision of e, ~J;;i;HEJfa<:rtor,y lmnd J.:n 0,eoord~11HJ1'l 

section 9 and 
vessel~ 

of ·!;he 

(2) The Cour!; shall o:t'<hn· !;ho x·13hmuo i;ho on the execution 
by a person or perr.:Jons ,9,ppx•cnred by 'hh<ci Gour·!; of a 'bond in an 
&JTIOUlTG not less ·bha;n the of tho vn,Juo of ·t;he ·vessel 9 including 
all fishing gf!!&.rg equipmen:t~ Gtorcrn aY1.d tho 'voJ.ue of ·the fish on 
board at ·the ,Gime of s<~izure ( vihcn·~i nu.oh fi1Jh h3,r;i been sold)~ the 
expenses incurred in ·!;he dffhmtion of tlw ·1ioo;i; ,,,nd in ·bh<J :cepa·tria,tion of 
e:ny member o:r mernbei•f:i of the ur1d tho mc0Kirnmn fine ·to which ·the 
defendant would 'be lifJ,hlt:i if of ·tho ol'fm1ceo 

(3) 
fied that 
that ·the 

N ot11rithfi'~am1ing subseC't; iua ( ~)) 9 ·!;ho Omu"t mu0r ~ where it ifl se;tis-
·there are o:l.:i:cuniH·l;ru:1c<~s ·l;o it Ln doing @o, order 

bond mhall t}e lesf.J ·than ·(.he amouxi.t ·that rmbseotionll> 

(4) The rel(le,FJe of nn;y 1mnd nx:octrbteid rnHlff1.,' (;h:t:i m=ie·l;:Lon shall 'be 
conditional upon 

(a) a finding hy ·i;h0) Co1n·t tlmt tl10 
·l;he commission of UY!. offoruxi 

hmi YH.rl; been used in 
thiri Decree 

(i) payment in :f'u11 ffJ:l;hin 14 of the da:i;e of ·the 
judgm<'lnt of trm Cmn"t of ax1.y fi.xlEJ impo~3<~d 1;md a;ny 
coiJ·bo ordorod to lJ::J ptd.d. i.m.d0::r ::rncr!;ion 16 ( c); a.nd 

(ii) wh<".ir·e the Gou:d Bo o:rdersw ·to ·~he Cour·t of 
·'oho vefJr'3i~lw j all f\<3<>,r 9 equipnien·t, 
fi'bo:cos Emel on1'go 1i u,nd of nn;y fiBh ordeJ~ed "Go r)e 
fo;rf(~i,ted 11 1·i:i:l;hrmt nu;y :i.mpairltJt'i:n't; of ·t;heir vaJ.ue, or 
paymerrl; of UtEJ wd.tlo thm:oof as determined 
hy ·i:;he C0t.11'·b o 

( 5) The exoomrt !'Jpeoi :ffod in the 'bond Dh<'J,1 l 'bo :ceom.rorable in full in 
any Court of oompeten·i; jurisdiction~ 1:w ;;i, dr~lrl; due to ·tlw Governrnen't jointly 
and severally by 'the person or pex·rwm.i 1i;r whoi11 the bond iB gi ven 9 unless the 
person or persons prove the clue of tl:w condition on which the 
bond is relee,sedo 

18., Where the master o:i:• the ow:ner of a 
convided of a.n offence e,ga,i.nwt ·t;hicJ 
fishing gear, equipmel!'1' w s'tores a.nd 
Court, she,ll be held tm·c:i.l mwh tirnn 
ordered by the Court to 1Je have 

f:luhi.nr;; vessel has been 
·tho VEecrncil including its 

no'l; ordmxid forfei'G by the 

not been made within 30 da;,ys 9 the vw1sol uhull 
from the proceeds 

co::r~ri o,nd other monies 
and if payment, in full has 

be fiold cmd payment made 

PART V ,.~ G:rr:l.\JEHAL PHOVUJIOND 

19. ( 1) The President may rnvJrn 
of the provisiorrn of thii:J ])E1cr1'lf.J 

of the foregoing~ ma;v ma;ko 

bot:b er ce,rrying out 
,~ o the generality 

(a) prescribing ·the fox·m end cowU:l;io:or:i (•f e,nd mam.lel' of appli­
cation fox· li.omwm;; 
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(b) prescribing the ·terms of durD,tion, the form and c<Yntent of 
licences; 

( c) prescribing ·bhe fees payable ·to the Government ·for ·the issue 
of li oenoes i 

(d) prescribing procedures for effecting ·the control and seizure 
of foreign fishing vessels; 

( e) requiring that e,pplice,nts for licences, and licensees 
designate authorized local agents in Seyohelles in respect 
of foreign fishing vessels operations; 

( f) providing for such other measures as are necessa,ry or 
expedient to ensure that foreign fishing vessels are used 
for fishing within the Exclusive Economic Zone or for fishing 
for sedenta..ry species on the continental shelf only in 
accordance with "Ghe ·&erms and oondi tions of their licences; 

(g) requiring the~ applicants for licences or licensees or both 
should maintain bonds or other forms of security for the 
fulfilment of any obliga-tio:n under their licences; 

(h) delimiting areas of the Exclusive Economic Zone in which 
fishing shall be reserved to local fishing vessels a,nd local 
fishermen; 

(i) providing for compensation payable to Seychelles citizens or 
to the Government in the event of any loss or damage caused 
by the foreign fishing vessel to other fishing vessels or 
their gee,r or catch, or· ·to cables or to other Seychelles 
interests; 

( j) providing that any breach of such regulation shall be an 
offence and providing for penal ties by way of fines no·t 
exceeding Rso 

(k) specifying the requirements to be observed by foreign fishing 
vessels while in the Exclusive Economic Zcr.ne of Seychelles, 
and prescribing methods of stowing fishing gear when 
prohibited from fishing; 

(1) regulating the activities of ancillary vessels and requiring 
such vessels to be licensed and prescribing ·the fees 9 forms 9 
etc0, for such licencese 

(2) Regulations made under this section may m8.ke different provisions 
for different parts of the territorial see, or of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone and for different species of fish0 

20 0 The Fishery Limits Act and the Proclamation Noe 6 of 1969 are hereby 
repealede 

GIV]N at the State House, Mahe, Seychelles, ·this 
of 19790 



APPENDIX B - IWJi!'T FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS RIDULATIONS 

of 1979 

CONTROL OF FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS DECREE, 1979 
(Noe of 1979) 

Foreign Fishing Vessels Regulations, 1979 

In exercise of ·the powers conferred by section 19 of the Foreign Fishing Vessels 
Decree, 1979, the President hereby makes the following Regula"tions -

Cite,tion.. 

Application 
for licence o 

10 These Regulations may be oited as the Foreign Fishing Vessels Regulations, 
19790 

2e An application for a licence shall be in writing, signed by the owner 
of the foreign fishing vessel in respect of which the licence is sought, 
and countersigned by the authorized local agent named in the application, 
and shall contain the following information -

(a) the name and description of the vessel, its equipment and craw 
complements; 

(b) the flag state and home port of the vessel; 

( c) the name of the owner and master of the vessel; 

(d) the side number of the vessel, its radio frequencies, call sign 
and signal letters; 

(e) a description of the .proposed fishing operations or related 
activities including -

(i) the species to be fished; 

(ii) the method of fishing and type and dimensions of gear to 
be used; 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

the area or areas to be fished; 

the amount of fish to be caught; 

the period of time for which a permit is sought; 

the place in which the fish is to be landed and/or 
processed, and a description of the ultimate destination 
and use of the fish; and 

a description of support operations, and the name and 
licence number (if any) of fishing ves~els in support of 
which related activities are to be carried out; 

(f) a description of any joint venture or other contractual arrange­
ments with Seychelles business interests in connection with the 
fishing operations; 
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(g) a brief description of any related fishing operations sought to 
be undertaken in the marine a,rea.s under the jurisdio·tion of 
Seychelles by O"bher vessels belonging to or under the control of 
the foreig'n fishing vessel owneri · 

(h) the name and address of the local authorized agent appointed by 
the owner ·to represent him in all dealings with officials of 
the Government, a,nd evidence of the extent to which the local 
agent is authorized to undertake legal and financial obligations 
on beha,lf of the owner; and 

(i) such other information as may be requested by the Minister in 
clarification or ampliation of the information furnished by the 
applicant. 

l!.very licence shall be in the form sErt out in the First Schedule. 

40 The fees for licences shall be payable at the appropriate rate set out 
in the Second Schedule. 

5. No licence issued shall purport to authorize or be valid for fishing 
opere,tions in the territorial sea by any foreign fishing vessel. 

60 A licence issued in respect of a foreign fishing vessel shall be 
subject to the following conditions -

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

the oi-mer of the vessel shall appoint and maintain a local· 
authorized ag-ent in Mahe, who shall be authorized to e,ccept legal 
and financial responsibility on behalf of the owner in respect of 
the operations undertaken by the vessel and to accept service or 
any notice, summons or other document on behalf of the owner in 
any legal proceedings arising out of the conduct of the fishing 
operations or rela·bed activities by the vessel; the local repre­
sentative shall be a person resident in Mahe and having a 
permanent office or establishment in Mah~; 

the oi-mer of the vessel or the authorized local agent shall, if 
required by the Minister, execute and maintain a bond in an amount 
and form satisfactory to the Minister, to guarantee performance of 
the obligations under the licence; 

the master of the vessel or the authorized local agent shall 
notify the Minister of the estimated time and location of entry 
of the vessel into ·bhe marine areas under the jurisdiction of 
Seychelles not less than 24 hours prior to such entry, and shall 
at the same time notify the Minister of -

(i) the approxima,te fishing plan or schedule of a,ctivities to 
be carried out under the licence; 

(ii) ·the date of arrival of the vessel at Port Victoria for 
initial inspection unless exempted from such inspection; 
and 

(iii) the species of fish on board the vessel, a..nd the quantity 
and condition of each species; 



( d) e,fter entry into ·the marine e,rea under the jurisdiction of 
Seychellesv the vessel shall proceed directly and immediately to 
Port Victoria, fo:r ini tia,l inspection by an author bed officer 
unless exernp·ted from such inspection by ·the Minister .and she,11 
not 1Je used for fishing or related adivi"t;ies i.n such a,ree, unUl 
such time !M3 such inspection has been carried ou'G or such exemption 
has ·been given i 

(e) ·f;he licence E!lmll be valid only for such activities~ for such 
pe:dod and for such e,rea or areas as a.re specified in the licence; 

(f) where fishing is authorized by the licence -

(g) 

(i) only such species of fish shall be fished forv in such 
qua,nti ties, using such methods of fishing tu1d such fishing 
gear as are authorized by the licence; 

(ii) :no ·by~ce;tch shall exceed such percentage a,a may l)e 
specified in the licence; 

(iii) ttll relevant laws and regulations regarding ·the conservation 
and management of fisheries :resources in Seychelles and ·the 
conduc'ti of fishing operations shall be complied with; 

(iv) ·the master of ·the vessel shall cause wri·t;ten :cecords to 
be me,irrl;e,ined on a daily basis of the fishing effort smd 
catch of the vessel, in the fo:rra a.e"G oui; in ·the Third 
Schedule; 

any tra.:nsshipmen·t of fish must be done in Port Victoria, under the 
control of e,uthorized officers unless otherwise autho:dzed in the 
licence; 

(h) the writ·ben records required to be maintedned under pare.graph (f) 
shall be transmitted by the ma,ster of the veseel ·to the Minister -

( i) monthly or a·t the request of the Minister~ or of any fishe­
ries officer on his behalf, or by nny authm'ized officer 9 
at any time during the ·term of the licence; and 

(ii) in arw event, not later than 30 days after ,~he expiry of 
the licence i 

(i) the mci.ster of the vessel shall cci,use radio reports ·l;o be made ·t;o 
·bhe Minister at weekly intervals and such repor,,ts shall contain 
·!;he following informe,tion ~ 

( i) ·the name of the vessel; 

(ii) the licence number; 

(iii) the precise geographical position of the vessel ir1 terms 
of longHude a.nd latitude; 

(iv) the qua.uh ty in kilograms, of each spc1ci es of fish in ·!;he 
hold; 

(v) the qutu1tity in kilograms, of each species of fish caught 
since the last repor·t or the last inspection in Port 
Victoria; 



(vi) the q:ua:ntity in kilograms, of each species of fish trans~ 
ferred, if the licence authorizes such transfer, to other 
vessels since the last report or ·the laB,G inspedi on in 
Port Vic-toria; 

(j) the master of the vessel or the authorized local agent slw,11 notify 
the Minister or any designa,ted fishery officer of the estima:ted 
time of en·try of the vessel into Port Victoria, at least 24 hours 
prior to such entry; 

(k) the mas·ter of the vessel shall bring the vessel into Port Victoria 
for inspection at any time when required ·to do so by the Minister 
or any authorized officer; 

(1) where the vessel is in any marine axea under the jurisdiction of 
Seychelles where it is not a,uthorized by its licence ·i;o engage in 
fishing, all fishing gea,r shall be stowed in accordance with the 
manner prescribed in these Regulati<Y.ns; 

(m) the vessel shall at e,11 times while in any marine aree, under the 
jurisdiction of Seychelles ~ 

(i) fly the flag of its flag state; and 

(ii) display in places clearly visible both from the sea and 
from the air, the letters and numbers identifying the vessel 
and assigned to it in 'Ghe licence v in white markings of at 
least 90 centimeti~es in height in the ce,se of a vessel whose 
overall length exceeds 18 metr.es or 45 centimetres in height 
in any other ca~e, on a black background; 

(n) the master of the vessel shall permit an observer or observers 
designated in ~rriting by the Minister to go on board and remain 
on "board the vessel for any or all of the period of validity of 
the licence, and shall -

(i) provide the observer or observers with suitable food and 
accommodation while on board; 

(ii) cooperate fully with each observer in the performance of 
his duties; and 

(iii) arrange for the observer or observers to send or receive 
messages by way of the radio telegraph or radiotelephone 
facilities on board the vessel; 

(o) the master of the vessel shall, at all times while in marine areas 
under the jurisidction of Seychelles comply with any directions or 
instructions given to him by any authorized officer and, in 
particular, slw,11 bring the vessel when requested to do so, permit 
and facilitate any au-bhorized officer to board the vessel and 
cooperate with such officer in any inspection carried out by him; 

(p) the vessel shall have on board a·h all times while in marine areas 
under the jurisdiction of Seychelles such communications and 
position fixing equipment as may be specified in these Regulations 
or in the licence as required. 
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( q) ·the nwJ1·teJ:• of the vessel o:i.' the a,uthorized local a,gerrl; sha,11 
no·tif'y ·the Minis·ter or any designated fishery officer~ of the 
estimated time and location of the depar'vure o:f ,11he vessel f1'om 
ma.rine area!'l under the jurisdiction of Seyohell(~s n(Yll lei:H:i than 
48 hours p:cior to such departurew imd she,11 icvt; the same time 
notify hirn of ·the following -

(i) the expec-bed date of e,rrival of the vessel in Por-t Victol'ia, 
for final inspection tu1less e:irnmp·ted from such inspection; 
and 

(ii) the r21pecies of fish on board the vessel~ and ·the quant:i:by 
e.nd condition of ea.oh species; 

(r) before lea,ving marine areas under the jurisdiction of Seychelles, 
the vesrrnl rilhall proceed ,Go Port Vie'rn:ria for fi:nal inspeo·tion by 
im authorized officer, unless exemp·ted from such fi:na,l inspection 
by ·the Minister; 

(s) af~er finrd inspection 11 the vessel shall depa,1rl; directly from 
marine areas under the jurisdiction of Seychelles and sha.11 not 
be used for fishing or rele,ted a,di vi ties before rmch departure; 
and 

(t) any reoordfJ 9 reports or no,Gifioe/Gio:ns required to ))e ma,intained 
or made under this regulation shall be mainte,ined or made in ·the 
Elnglish o:r French language; in ever;}' c<Jmmunice:bion by radio, fl1;1,g 
or light between any licensed vessel in marine e,reas under 
Seychelles jurisdiction and any Government au·thori ty~ ·the signals 
specified in the 11 International Code of Sig:nals 11 published by the 
Inter=Governmental Maritime Consultative Organiza;l;ion Marine Safety 
CommiM;ee shall be usedo 

7" Arry foreign fishing vessel prohi bHed from fishing in marine areas 
m1der the ju:risdiction of Seychelles under section 3 shallw while within 
mrnh areas stow i'ts fishing gear in accordance wi"th tho following provisions 

(a) all such gear shall be carried wholly inboard and shall be stowed 
below deck or otherwise removed from the ple,ce where H is 
norwally u.13ed fo:t' fishing and placed where i,c otnmot be readily 
used for fishing; 

(b) all nets, t:rawlboards and weights shall be discormected from ·their 
·!;owing or ha,uling wires, :ropes or rigid frames; and 

( c) al 1 fishing gear oarri eel on de ck shal 1 be secured ·to some part of 
the super~Jtructure of the vessel,, 

( 1) l~o:r ·the purpose of section 9 or regulation 6 ~· 

(a) the signal to be used for requiring a foreign fishing vessel to 
bring ·to, is the International Code of Signe,lrJ w signal 11111 ; 

(b) ·!;he signal ·bo be used for requiring a foreign {ishing vessel to 
bring ·to to be boarded is 'Ghe I:nternatione,l Code of Signe,ls 9 
signal "SQ 3" 

(2) Signals me,y be given by flag, signal lamp~ lt!ltmlr~apeoJrnrt horn. 9 

siren~ message blook~ whistle or radio .. 
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90 Where any provision of these Regulations (except regulation 7) is 
contravened in respect of e::ny foreign fishing vessel to which it applies 
the owner and the master shall each be guilty of an offence apd liable to 
a fine of Rae 



FIRST SCHEDULE 

REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES 

Il'OREIGN FISHING VESSELS L:&JISLATION 197 

FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL LICEl\ICE 

Name and address of owner of vessel if differen·h from above 

Name a.nd address of agent or other legal representative in Seychelles 

Name and address of master of vessel 

Name of vessel 

Regub,ti on 3 

Type of vessel • • • • e o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • o • • • • o • o o • • 

Port and country of registry o • • • • o • • • • • • • • • • o • • • o o • • • • • • 

Registration nur~ber 

Fishing vessel identification mark 

Signal letters • o • • • • • • 

Length • • • • • • • • • • • 

Engine horse power 

Ra,di o call sign 

.. . . 0 • • 009900 

Registered net tonnage • • • • • • o e • • • • • • 

The vessel, details of which appear above, is hereby authorized to do such of the following 

as may be indicated on this licence: 

Authorization to fish within marine a'.£_e~s under the jurisdic:)1ion of Se.;lchel}es 

Description of' fishing operations authorized • • " • o • o • o • 0 o • ., 0 • .. • • • • " 

Areas to be fished • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • o • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • o • • e • • o 
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Species of fish to be taken 

Requirements concerning disposal of by-catch 

Reporting requirementR @0090@ 

Authorized landing places 

Special conditions 

Period of validity from 

until Date of issue 

Fees paid 

Approved 

Minister of Agriculture and Land Use 

This licence is granted subject to the following conditions 

1. The holder shall comply with and ensure that the vessel is used in conformity with the 
provisions of the Control of Foreign Fishing Vessels Decree 197 •• and the Foreign 
Fishing Vessels Regulations 197 •• 

2. {Here insert any other conditions to which licence is subject)e 



Made this 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

FEES ~AYf!:BLE ~FOR FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS Liq:ENJJ~§ 

THIRD SCHEDULE 

FORM OF vJRITr:EN RECORD TO BE MAINTAINED 

day of 

(F0A0 R:ENE) 
PRESIDENT 

Regulation 4 

Regulation 6 

' 1979 
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APPENDIX C FISHERIES DECRE'E9 1979 

(DECREE NO••• ••••• of 1979) 

A DECREE to provide for ·the man~ent and development of fisheries of the marine ru:"eat'.I 
under the jurisdiction of Seychelles and to make provisions for matters connected therewith 
and incidental theretoe 

It is HEREBY DECREED by the President as follow1lh 

Short title, 
oommEmoement 
and application, 

Interpretation. 

No. 15 of 177. 

CAP 34, 

PART I - PRELIMINARY 

l. {l) Thia Decree ma;y be cited as the FisherieEI Decree, 1979 and shall 
come into operation on suoh date as the President m~ appoint. 

(2) This Decree shall apply throughout the area of Seychelles and 
to the 111arine areas under the j'uriad.i<~tion of Seychelles. 

In this Deo:i:•ee 8 unless the context otherwise requiro1:u 
"area of Seychelles" means the ai>Ba specified in Section 2 of the 
Constitution of the Republic of Seychelles; 

"autho1•ized offioer" means a public officer authorized by the Minister 
for the purpose of this Deoree; 

"Board" means the Fisheries Advi!i:!ocy Board established by section 4; 

"continental shelf" means the oontinental shelf of Seyohelbs defined 
°b'J section 5 of the Mari tir~e Zones Act 9 1977; 
11El!:clusiw Economic Zone" means the Exolusive Eoonomio Zone of 
Seyohelles defined by or under seotion 6 of the Maritime Zones Act, 
l977J 
"explosive" has the same meaning as in section 2 of the Explosives 
Act; 
11fish" means e:ny aqu.:i.tio nnimal, whether pieoin"' or not, and 
inoludes fM1Y shellfish, crustacean, turtle or aquatic m~runal !Ul.d the 
young, fry, eggs, and spawn thereof; 

"fish trap" includes easier and 8Xr:f other device consierting of a 
basket or other rigid or semi-rigid enclosure into which fishes are 
enticed whether qy means of bait or otherwise and entrapped; 

"fiahing" means fishing for 9 ca.tohing, taking or killing fish by any 
method; 

"fishing vessel 11 means -exiy vessel used for 

(i) fishing; or 

(ii) fish prooesaingg or 

(iii) transporting fish from fishing grounds within the marine 
area under the jurisdiction of Seychelles for profit 

and shall not include vessels used solely for sport fishing or 
the taking of fish solely for the consumption of the owner or operator 
of the vessel and his family; 

"internal waters" means waters on the landward side of the baseline 
of the territorial seaJ 
11lioenoe" means a lio(}ncf!l issued under section 5J 
11looal fishing vessel 11 means a;rcy fishing vessel which is a Seyohelltlls 



Chief 
Fisheries 
Officer. 

ship (as d0fined. by section 5 of the Merohant Shipping (Temporary 
Provisions Act, 1976) and whioh is -

(a) wholly owned by one or more peri:1ons who are oitizena of 
Seyohelles or 1:zy- a Ste:tuto:r'Y Corporation established under 
the law of Seyohelles or by the Government of Seychelles~ 
or 

(b) wholly owned by any company, society or other association 
of persons established under the law of SeyohellM, of 
whioh at least 51% of the shares are held 1zy' oitizens of 
Seychelhs or by a statutory corporation esta.blish<!id under 
the law of Seychelles, or by the Government of Seychelles~ 

"marine areas und<!)r the jurisdiction of Seychelles" means the 
Exolusive Economic Zone ancl in respect of fishing vessels engaged 
in fishing for sedentary species on the continental shelf beyond 
the Exclusive Ebonomio Zone, includes the waters superjaoent to 
the continental shelf beyond the Exclusive Economic Zone; 
11master11

9 in relation to a fishing vessel, means the person for the 
time being haviiig command or charge of the vessel; 

"Minister" means the Minister or other person :for the time being 
charged with overall i•esponsi bili ty for fisheries matters; 
11new fishing vessel" means any fishing vessel on which oonstruotion 
wo:rlc is oo!IJ:llenoed or which is purohased or imported following the 
date of coming into operation of this ~oree and in respect of which 
no licence under section 5 has previously been issued; 

"processing", in relation to fish, inoludeB freezing, canning, salt­
ing, smoking, oooking9 pickling, drying or otherwise preserving or 
preparing fish by a;oy method; 

"protected areaatt means protected areas established by the Minister 
under seotion 32; 

"sedente,ry species" means organiFl!Ils which, at the harvestable stage, 
ei th1w 1_'l.rr1 immobile on or UJl(l<:ir the sefl. 1le•l or are unable to move 
except in constant physical contact with the see, lJed or the subsoil; 

"territorial waters" means the territorial waters of Seychelles as 
defined by section 3 of ·the Mari time Zones Act; 

"·this Decree" includes any statutory instrument me.O.e thereunder. 

PART II - ADMINISt.r'RATION 

3• (1) There shall be a Chief Fisheries Officer and such other fisheries 
officers as m~ be necessary for the purpose of this Decree. 

(2) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall have have general responsi~ 
bility for the management, supervision and development of fisheries and 
the implementation of the purpose of this Decree throughout Seychelles. 

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall act as secretary to the Board. 

(4) The Chief Fisheries Officer ll!S\Vt in writing, delegate the 
exercise of a;oy or e~l of the powers and functions conferred upon him by 
this Decree to auoh person1 as he mllliY think fit, provided that the delega.­
tion of any power or function shall not prevent the exercise 1zy' the Chief· 
Fisheries Officer of any power or function so delegated. 
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~. (l ) There shall lJ~ a F.hiherhs 
:>f the following member'9 g 

(a) the Permanent 
fisheries matters or 
Che,irman; 

(b) the Chief Fisheries Officer or his 'Nll'n1~•Q~.n 
act as 

who shall 

(c) the Permanent of the Ministr"Y rel'!lponsibh for 
eoonomic devolopmant &nd planning or his representative~ 

(d) threl!!I othet• ioomb®rl';\,who shall not b® public officers, 
appoin',ed by ·the Minister from e.mong fishermen 01~ o·hher 
pe1•sona actively in the fisheries sector§ · 

(2) The Board ~ invite to attend it1<1 in an adviaocy 
capacity mioh other person or persons as it may thiJ!1k fit. 

(3) The Board shall adopt rules and regulations to govern its proceed­
ings. Meetings of the Board shall be convoked by ·the Chairman at leaet 
once a year., 

(4) The :£\I.notions of the Board shall b® to advise the Minister on 
all matters relating to the L"'~''"'"''"u''f!S 8m(l of fhherieu 
and related industrie1<1 throug'nout including the development 
of the Gover.wn'lm.t 0s policy towards the or othor authorization 
of fishing operations0 In Board ahall be oonmilted 
prior to -

(a) the enactment of fftXJY amendment to ~,his Decree or to thli!l 
Control of Fo:i.•eign Fishing Vessd 1979; 

(b) the making of mzy regulation unde:i.• this Deo:ree or the 
Control of Foreign Fishing Vessels Deoree 19790 

PART III - LICENSING 

5. (1) All local fishing vessels whatever their size and method of 
propulsion shall be lioensed0 

(2) Application for a licence under this seotion shall b® made to 
the Chief Fisheries Officer and shall oo in the presorib®d form and shall 
oo accompanied by the presoriood fee0 

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer ma;v, upon proper applioation in 
aooordanoe with the provisions of thlill precedi-ng subseotion? issue a 
lioenoe in respect of any local fishing vossel,provided that -

{a) where a fishing veasel is r-equired to b® registered under the 
legislation regulating merchant shipping, no lioenoe shall oo 
issued or renewed in of such vessel unless there is 
subsisting a valid oertifioate of registry; 

(b) whero a fishing vessel is required to hold a oertifioate of 
oomplianoe with an:y oonvention to which the Republic of 
~yohelles is a p9,rtyv no lioenoe shall b® issued 01• renewed 
in respect of suoh vessel unless there is subsisting a valid 
oerUfioate; 

{o) the Chief Fiehll!lriee Officer Wl>1Y refuBJe to issue or renew ai:ry 

lioenoe in of any fishing vessel where he is satisfied 
that suoh :restraint is in the interest of the proper manage­
ment of the fiehel'Y rosow.'Oee or that ha:roour9 landing9 storage 
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or handling f'acilitiee are inadequate to deal with mort!I fishing 
vessels§ 

(4) Applications in respect of any new fishing vessel ma;v be made 
before oonertruotion of the vessel is oomm.enol!'ld or before the vessel is 
p"UrOhaaed or imported and in such a case the Chief Fisheries Officer shall 
indicate in writing whether or not a licence will ·bO issued for Ri.wh 
vessel on its ot)mpletion, purchase or importation, subject to compliMoe 
with the requiremen·ts of thia Decree; 

(5) The Minister ma;y, qy order, require that any application in 
respect of .!J. :new fishing vessel shall be made before construction of the 
vesi41}l is commencecl or before the vesRel is purchased or imported. 

6., (1) The validity of a lioenoo shall not!I except with the prior written 
approval of the Minister endorsed on the licence, extend beyond one year 
from the date of issue thereofe 

(2) Every licence shall be subject to fifUCh conditions as mey be 
prescribed in this Decree or to such fur-thar conditions as the Chief 
Fisheries Officer Hl!\Y endorse thereon. 

(3) No licence shall be transferable except with the written 
permission of the Chief Fisheries Of:fioer endorsed upon such licence. 

(4) It shall \'Xl a oondi tion of any licence that there shall be 
marked on the vessel in respect of which the licence is granted such 
lel'l;ter1;; and numbers of identifioe.tion as mey be assigned to tha.t 
vessel by the Chief Fisheries Of:ficer in such manner as he mizy specify 
or a,a me3 be prescribed in axiy regulation made under this Decree. 

7. (1) The Minister mey• by regula'tion, specify the types of fishing 
gear in respect of which it shall be necessary to hold a fishing gear 
permit .. 

(2) Aey person who 01)erates 9 or being the owner, allows to be 
operated any fishing gear specified in any Regulations made under the 
preceding subsection, or possesses any such gear on ~ fishing vessel 
except under a valid permit issued under this section or a valid lioenoe 
issued under the Control of Foreign Fishing Vessels Decree, 1979 9 shall 
be gu.il ·t;y of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding Rs. • • ee. 

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer ma;y, upon proper application there­
of and upon pa.Yfllent of the prescribed fee. issue a, permit authorizing 
the use of eny fishing geare 

8. Any person aggrieved qy the refusal of the Chief Fisheries Officer 
to issue a lioenoe or permit or by the suspension or cancellation of 
any licence or permit already issued, m0(}· appeal against such refusal, 
suspension or cancellation within a period of 14 da.YS to the Minister 
whose decision shall be finale 

9• The Minister ffiE\'T exempt an;y person or vessel or any type or olass 
of person or vessel from any of the requirements of thia Deoree ooncerning 
licences or pe1"ffii ts. 

PART IV - OYSTER BEDS 

10. (1) The Minister ma;y, after the expiration of the period hereinafter 
mentioned and subject to such conditions a$ he ~ think fit, and to the 
pe;yment of auoh fee as mey be prescriberl0 gTa:nt to <11~· P"~X'son the 
exolusive right of depositing, propagating and taking oysters with.in 
certain fixed limits and during a specified period. 

(2) Notice of eJ.ty application for au.oh grant shall be published a.t 
the expense of the a.pplioant in the Gazette calling upon any person to 
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lodge 9 within fifteen dJ'l~S~ ·theit' objections ·to ·the being made. 

(3) A oertifioate issued ey the Minbter sta"tint~ that e, g't'ant he,s 
been made und®r wbseotion 1, the limit e.nd of the 
"'v'~"'"''..., bed shall be oonolusi ve in all oi::ir1:.1J:t1S of l!iw of the 

the person mimtioned in woh oertifica:te ~nd of the limit a:ml extent 
aforeBaid., 

PART V - POWERS OF' AUTHORIZED OFFICERS 

ll0 For the purpose of asoerteJining whether there is or has been e;ny 
contravention of the prov:isiona of this Decre4!1 axzy authorized officer 
mauro without a warrant -

(a) stop and board ~ fishing 
and take oopitllls of eny lioenoe 
under this Decree end meke en;y 
veeu:ielg iJGs equipmeint@ 
on board~ 

to be p1•ocluo(1'1tl 
or other a.ocument required 
examinatio~1 oonoerning that 
geJIU' 9 crew or fish carried 

(b) stop ;my vehicle tl'anspo:r:'liing or NIJ!,scmably aul!ipeoted of 
tranaporUng fish and l!illlla?'Oh (iilUOh Vl!lhioh@ 

120 (1) Where he has ~asons.ble ground for l>elimng 'Ghat an offence 
against the provieiions of this Deoree has ooen oommitted9 any authorlzQ!!d 
officer, without a we;rrant9 and with such asaista.~ce as he mizy consider 
neoeeaar:v may -

p 

la.) enter, at aJ.l roaeona'ble hourEiw .MY premises other than 
premises usecl exolusively a~ a, dwelling house

9
in whioh he 

has ree,son to believe such offc:mol'l ha,s been oommi ttod9 or 
fish taken in contra.V\~ntion of such provisions are being 
stor•ad and. se1J1.roh such premises J 

(b) take samples of MY fish 9 or fil':lh product found in any 
vessel, vehicle or premises searched un.der this f!leotion 
or the p:i.~eoeding section§ 

( c) arrest any person who he hal'l ree.aon ·to believe ha.a 
committed such offence; 

(d) seize a;ny vessel, vehicle, fishing gear, nots or other 
fishing appliance which ho hl\S reason to believe has been 
used. in the commission of such offence, or in respect of 
which the offence has been oommittedJ 

(e) seize any fish which ho has reason to believe has been 
caught in the commission of an offonoe, or is possessed 
in contravention of this Decree;' 

(f) seize any explosive, poison or other noxious substance 
which he h&.s reason '~o 1:ielieve has been used or is 
possessed in oontra'V\'Jntion of section 17 0 

(2) A written receipt shall be given for a;ny &.rtiole or ·thing 
seized und~r the preceding subsection and tho grounds for suoh 
seizure shall be Btated in sueh raceipt. 

13· An:! fish or other article of a perishabllll ni1i,;tur~ selized under the 
provisions of fileotion 12 mazy-, on the dil'Ellction of the Ghief li'isherles 
Officer 0 be sold M& tht> p1'<.16eeds of ea.le shall be deliver<'ld into the 
custody of the Chief Fisheries Officero 



Iden:t:i.f:icei:tion 
of au:i;ho:r· ~od 

OffiCOlLio 

Non~,lh>,bili·ty 

of 1:i,ul;h1rd. zerl 
OffiO(H'tJ o 

Licensing 
offences. 

Fishing wi·iJh 
noxirnm mfb~ 
stan.00n end 
prohibited 
gear. 

Fishing in 
protected a . .:t'ea,s 
and for 
protected 
speoien:i P eto. 

ProhibiUon of 
possession and 
se,10. 

14· An au'ohorized offiol.'lr not in u . .nif'om when acting under the 
proviaions of thir,i Dec:l'.'ille 9 ehall 9 on d~m.._"!._nd~ denlat'e his office and 
produce to any p~n·son ~a.inst whom he is taki.ng action such identifica,-
tion or written authority as rn~ l:;e suffioien.t to show that 
he is an au~;horized. off:l.oer for the puX'fJOSe of· this Decree. 

l5e No authoriv.f.:l•l. (>ffioer shall oo pex•sonally liable in respeot of any 
a.et done or omitted to be done by him in good faith in the execution or 
purported «il:eoution of his p-0wers ~nd dJ~ties u.nder this Deoreeee 

PART VI - OFFENCES AND 1.EGAL PROOED11ifGS 

16. Any person who operatesg or being the owner or oha:rterer allowa 
fo be operatedg any local fishing Vl!>1:11:1el except under and in accordance 
with the conditions of a valid licenoe 9 shall be guilty of an offence 
and liable to a fine not exceeding Ra. 0000 

17· Any person who -

(a) u1:1ea or attempts to t\SO arry explosivo 9 or any poison, or &ny 
other noxious substa;no~ fo~ the purpose of killing, stunning, 
disabling or ccdohing fish or in al\.Y Wr!i:lf rendering such 

(b) 

~c) 

fish mo1•e easily c&,u.gh·t9 or 

oarries or has in hi• any explosive, poison or 
other noxious subste.nee referred to in subsection (a), in 
ciroumetano11111!1 which raise a, :r·Memv~ble prlll!sumption that auoh 
explosive, poison or other noxious substance is intended to 
be used for an.v of the aforeeaid purposes; or 

uses or attemptt'i ·to use for fishinga sells or offers for sale 
any fishing gear or fishing appliance which does not comply 
with e:ny regulation made by the Minis'Ger under section 32 of 
this Decree; 

shall be guilty of an offence IUl.d liable to a fine not exceeding. .Rs., ,. "" 

18. Any person who -

(a) fishes or attempts ·to fish in p:i."Otected areas ol'! in oyster 
beds in cont:reweni;i1m of e:ny regulation made by the Minimt~r 
under section 32; 

(b) fishes or attempta to fish for any speoies of fish protected 
by a;ny regulation me.de by ·the Miniote1~ under sootion 32; 

(c) fishes for or attempts to fish for axzy fish under the size 
prescribed by the Minister uncle:r saotion 32; 

shall be guil ·i;y of an offrt!lno e and li8;bl@! to a, fine not UCH!~eding Rm e " "" 

19. lmy peraon who, lfnowing or having re8,~onahle gTound for believing 
that any fish has been taken in contravention of the provisions of section 
169 17 or 18, :1.•eoei ves 01' ifil f~und in poss1:H:iaion of auoh fish shall be 
guilty of an offence and lia,bl® -

(a) where the circumstances of such :r.0 eoeipt or possession raise 
a re-9,sonable presumption that the fish is intended to be sold 
in the course of business, to a fine not exoeeding Rs ••••• ;or 

(b) where no such presumption a:rises, to a. fine not exceeding Rs ••• 
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20. Any person who ~ 

(e,) wilfuHy obstructs any authorized office:t' in ·the exercise of 
any of the powe1•s conferred on him by ·this Decree 9 or 

(b) fails to comply wi'th any lawful requJ.remen·t imposed or to 
answer e:ny lawful enquiry maJle by any authorized officer under 
Jtihis Decree9 

sh1dl be guilty of m1 offeno€ll and lb,ble to fine not 

21· Any person who contravenes any provision of any regulation made 
under this Decree shall be guilty of an offence and shall, if no 
specific penalty is prescribed therefore, be liable to a fine no·!; 
exceeding Rs ••••• 

22. Any person who deatroyf3 or abandons any fish, fishing gear11 net 
or other fishing appliance 11 "'"'!""'""' or lli'J'IY no:doull!! substance 01• 

any other thing with intent the detection 
of an offence against this en offence. 

23· Any pereon other than the of :t'igh'Gs over any oys·te1' bed or 
any person authorized by him who, within the limits of the said oyster 
bed -

(a) fil'lhes or drisdges any oyi=rter bed; 

(b) catches or attempts to catch any fish; 

(c) pla.oe!. any implement, appara:tus or thing p1•ejudioial to the 
oyster fisher;n or 

( d) disturbs in any manner the oys'Ger bed or oysters or the 
oyster fisheries; 

shall be guilty of an offence and lie,blrw to a fine not exceeding Rs •••• 

24· Where any offence againa·t this Decree has been conuni tted by a 
company or by any member of a partnership, every officer of that 
company or a;ny other member of the pai'tnership shall be liable for 
such offence unless he proves to the satisfa~tion of the court -

(a) that he used due diligence to secure compliance with this 
Decree; and 

(b) that such offence was committed without his knowledge, 
consent or connivance. 

26. The Chief Fisheries Officer may compound any offence a,gainst 
this Deoree for a sum of money not less then. one-fifth of the maximum 
fine provided for such offence. 

27· Where any person is convicted of an offence against this Decree, 
the Court, in addition to any other penalty imposed -

(a) flla8 order that any fishing veesel 7 fishing gea:i·, net or 
o·ther fishing applbxi.oe ueed in the commission of such 
offence shall be forfei t{;Jd and that any· licence issued under 
·this Decree shall be wspended for such period of time as 
the Court ma;y think fit, or be oarwelled; and 

(b) shall order that any fish caught in 'Ghe commission of suoh 
offence, or the proceeds of sale of e.ny fish under section 
13, ~ ~plosive 9 or ~ noxious substance used in the 
commission of such offence, and any fishing gee;r or other 

'"'. 



Presumption , 

Disposal of 
seized goods. 

Vessel to be 
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security. 
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Regulatimrn. 

fishing applianc® or oe,rried on board any fishing 
vessel in contr&,vention of tJAny provili'lion of thi1<1 Decree, 
shail be forfeitedo 

28. All fish found on boe,rd any fishing vesli'l@l which lias been used 
in the commission of an offence against this Daoree shall, unless the 
contrary is proved, be preawaed, to ha:ve been oaught in the corn.mission 
of such offence. 

290 (1) If a decision is made not to b"~ing &J\Y prosecution or if any 
prosecution results in an ooqui t·1;1!11, lilXIY fish or other article seized 
under section 12 shall be returned9 or the proceeds of any sale made 
under section 13 paid ·to the owner of 'the fish or other article at 
the time when the fish or other article was seimed0 

(2) A:tcy vessel, fishing gear, fishing appliance or other thing 
seized under section 12 which is not ordered to be forfeited under 
section 27, shall be retul'n.ed to its otmer. 

(3) Where any vesael 9 fishing gear9 fiohing appliance, fish or 
other thing has been seized under section 12 9 the Court mavr order its 
release on receipt of a sa,Gisf'acfocy bond or other security from 
any person claiming such property, conditioned on mich person -

(a) delivering such propert;y to the Court upon the order 
of the Court 9 without impairmem t of its value, and 
pa;ying in full any fine imposed by the Court in purauance 
of this Decree; or 

(b) pa;ying the mone·tary value of such property in aocord­
an.ce m th an order 01' judgment of the Court, together 
with any fine imposed. 

30. Where the master or the owner of a local fishing vessel has been 
convicted of an offEJnce agains'i; this the ves11u~l, including its 
fishing gear, equipment, stores and cargo, shall be held until such 
time a.a the fine has been paid, and if pa;yment in :full has not been 
made within 30 da;ys, the vessel ma~ be sold by public auction and 
pa;yment made from the proceeds. 

PART VII - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

31. The Minis·ter ma;y, in writing, for the purpose of scientific 
research, exempt any vessel 01· person f:i:"Om all 01• any o:r the 
provisions of this Decree, and, in making such exemption, ma;y 
impose such conditions as he ma;y think fit. 

32· (l) 1J:ihe Minister llls.Y make such rEllgule:tions as he considers 
necessary for the proper management ~nd development of fisheries and 
related industries. 

(2) In particular and m thont prejudice to ·the gener~ of the. 
foregoing powers, regulations made wider.sub-eeotion (1) ma;v -

(a) specify the procedure for the ism.ie of lioenoes, the 
form thereof, and the form of applicatione therefore; 

(b) prescribe the licence fees pa;yable under this Decree and 
the fees pe,;yable by gre;ntees of rights over oyster beds; 

(c) regulate the conduct of fishfog operations in marine 



Repeals. 33. 

areas nnder the jurisdiction of ~;yoh@lles; 

(d) provide for the oons11n'vation and pro·tll!!Otion 
species of fish for an indefinite period of 
a spll!!Oified period in e;n:y y<fftar 9 and either or in 
protll!!Oted by 0 

(i) prohibiting the catohing or distui•bing of fish or fish 
belonging to apecifbd 8 

(ii) prescribing limits on the ~~ount~ size or weight of 
fish caught,a;nd retained~ 

(iii )prohibiting &ny specified type of fishing gear or 
method of fishing~ 

(iv) pre<ioribing technical ohar~.ote:1.•istios of fishing g"ea:r, 
suoh as required minimum mesh sizes for nets and fish 
traps; 

(e) regulate the organization of spo:i.'t fishing; 

(f) regulate the landing of fish, and provide fo:1.' the 
management and control of fishing ports and fish landing 
areas; 

(g) regulate the marke·~ing9 distrnution and export of fish; 

(h) prescribe all neoes~ry measu~es to <Mll!ml~e the quality of 
fish 9 includingi 

(i) methods and precechu'el3 to b~ adopted and the wbetances 
to be used in fish handling, storage and precessing; 

(ii) the inspll!IO'tion of fishing vessel and their catches of 
fish products, 

(iii)minimum standards for the merchantable quality of fish 
or fish products; 

(iv) the method of analysis of fish and fish preduots; 

(i) require any person engaged in fishing, marketing, process­
ing, including &ny fish dealer, to supply wch information 
as may be necessary to improve the collection of statistioD 
relating to the fishing industry; 

(j) prescribe the powers to be exercised by fishery officers§ 

(k) create offences and provide the:t contravention of, or 
failure to comply with, &ny au.oh regulations shall be an 
offence. 

The Fisheries Aot, the Protection of Shells Aot, -the Whale and 
other Fisheries Aot, the Whaling Indust:t";J (Regulation) Act, and ths 
Seal Fisheries (North Pacific) Aot a:re 
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s.I. No. of 1979 

FISHERIES DECREE, 1979 
(No. of 1979) 

TiiE FISHERIES REGULATIONS, 1979 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 32 of the Fisheries Decree, 1979, 
the Minister hereby makes the following Regulations8 

Short title. 

Definitions. 

Form of 
licences. 

Licence 
fees. 

Duplicate 
licences. 

1. These regulations mey be ci'ted as the Fisheries Regulations, 1979• 

2• In these regulations unless the context otherwise indicates, any 
expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Fisheries 
Decree, 1979, bears the meaning assigned thereto and -

"DecreG" meciJ1~: -t.J·,e Fisheries Decree, 1979; 
"harpoon" does not include any missile ejected from a speal'--gun; 

"reef pass" means a channel through a reef which is permanently 
covered with water at all states of the tide; 

"seal 11 means any species of pinnipedian; 

"spear gun" means any device or instrument designed to propel any 
missile under water for the purpose of catching, impaling or killing 
fish; 

"stationary net" means any set net or other type of fishing net anchored 
to the bottom or fixed by stakes; 

"whale" means any species belonging to the families balaenida.e, eschri­
chtida.e, balaenopteridae or physiteridae. 

3. Every licence, permit or certificate issued under this Decree 
shall be in the appropriate form set out in the first schedule to 
these Regulations. 

4• (1) The fees for licences, permits and certificates issued under 
the Decree shall be pa;yable at the appropriate rate specified in the 
second schedule to these Regulations. 

(2) Where a licence, permit or certificate is issued for a 
period of less than one year, the fees pa;yable therefor shall be 
reduced proportionately. 

5· 'I'he Chief Fisheries Officer ma;y, if he is satisfied that a 
licence, permit or certificate has been lost or destroyed, issue a 
duplicate licence, permit or certificate subject to the peyment of 
the charge specified in relation thereto in the second schedule to 
these Regulations. 
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6. Arry substantive modification to a fishing vessel, including any 
alteration in the engine or hull 9 shall be notified within thirty dEcys 
to the Chief Fisheries Officer who shall take note of such alteration 
and m;:cy 7 if he thinks fit 9 issue a new licence, or amend the existing 
licence and require the pewment of a further fee or portion thereof. 

7. The marking of any fishing vessel required under section 6(4) of 
the Decree shall be in accordance with \he following provisionss 

(a) the letters and number assigned to the vessel shall be 
legibly p9J.nted and maintained so painted on each side of 
the vessel on the swell of the bow; 

(b) the letters and numbers shall be painted in the white on 
a black background and each letter and number shall be 
at least fifteen oentimeters in height and ea.eh stroke 
thereof shall be not less than two and a half centimeters 
in breadth. 

8. (1) Each fishing gear in respect of which a permit has been issued 
under section 7 of this Decreie shall be marked with a lead seal by a 
fisheries officer in accordance with directions to be given by the 
Chief Fisheries Officer. 

(2) Arry person who operates, or being the owner allows to be 
operated, any fishing gear in respect of which a permit has been issued 
under section 7 of the Decree, and which has not been marked in 
accordance with this regulation shall be guilty of an offence. 

9· Every licence issued under section 5 shall be subject to the 
following general conditionss 

(a) the master of the vessel shall present his catch for 
examination and weighing if called upon to do so by any 
fisheries officer; 

(b) the master of any vessel of over •••• gross tons shall 
submit such returns of catch at such times and in such 
form as the Chief Fisheries'Officer ~require. 

10. The minimum mesh size for nets used for fishing shall be as set 
out in the third schedule hereto. 

11. (l) It shall not be lawful for any person to fish with two or 
more nets placed behind ea.eh other in such manner as practically to 
diminish the size of the meshes of the nets used, or to cover the 
nets used with canvas or any other material or to join together two 
or more nets so as to increase the length or the width o{ the nets, 
to less than the dimensionrJ set out in the third schedule to those 
Regula ti onK'!I: 

Provided that the provisions of this regulation shall not apply 
to stationary nets. 

(2) Arry person using any means specified in th~ preceding paragraph 
or any other artifice to diminish the size of the meshes of the nets 
to less than the dimensions set out in the third schedule hereto shall 
be guilty of an offence. 
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12. U sha,11 not be la;wful to use row mo13qui to net to fish for a.ny 
species of fish in exiy part of the marin® a_.r0a und®r the jurisdiction 
of S&yohelbs. 

13. (l) No person shall use any demerElal trawl net for fishing within 
the limits of the territorial sea. 

(2) No person operating a local fishing vessel with an engine or 
engines having a total horse power exceeding ••• h.p. shall use any 
dt!mlersal trawl net for fishing outside the limits of the territorial 
sea. 

14· No person shall fish with &, speru' gun or t-d th a gunny bag or 
canvas or cloth of any description, or using creepers, leaves or 
herbs. 

15· (1) No person shall sell or offer for saie any spear gun in 
Seych®lles. 

(2) The poss®ssion of any spear gun in circumstances which raise 
a reasonable presumption that the sp®ar gun has recently b®en used, or 
is intended to be used, for fishing is prohibited. 

16. No person shall use or have in his possession e.ny fish trap unless 
the m®shes of the sides or surrounding parts of the trap, not including 
the "gueule" or entrance, c:i,re of such size and width as to ailow a 
sphere of forty millimeters in diameter to be passed through such 
meshes without touching the sides the1'eof. 

17. No person shall use or cause to be used any light at night for 
th® purpose of fishing for any or~stacean. 

18. The following shall be protected areas: 

(a) in the waters around Mah€l ~ 

(i) the whole of the re®f situated on the east coast of Mah~ 
from North East Point to South Point and where such r®efs 
extend less than one thousand meters from high water maxk 
such portion of the sea as is ~dthin one thousand meters 
of high water mark; 

(ii) the whole area enclosed by a line drawn from North East 
Point to the northernm.os·b point of St. Anne Island, thence 
through the ®asterrunoert points of Moyenne and Long Islands 
to Rat Island and thence to Pointe Lame; 

(b) in the waters around Praslin -
the whole of th® reefs situat®d on the south east coast of 
Praslin from an imaginary line drawn from "Roche Corbijeaux" 
to the northernmost point of North Cousin Island to Anse 
Cousin Island to Anse Marie Louise inclusive, and where such 
reefs extend less than one ·thousand meters from high water 
marks such portion of the sea as is within one thousand meters 
of high water mark; 

(c) in the waters aroW1d La Digue -

the whole of the reef situated on the west coast of La Digue 
from the north®rnmost point of that island to its southernmost 
point and where such r®efs extend less than one thousand meters 
from high water mark such portion of the sea as is within· on® 
thousand m®ters of high water mark0 



FiHhing in 
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19. ( 1) with a hand-
line 1 

aat out in th<l!l 

(2) Fi~hing in a may be carried out' only -
(a) cluring the pa:i:iod from 5 e,.m. to 7 p.m.; 

(b) if9 where a net is ul:led 9 the ned; ir~ en encircling net§ 
and 

(c) in respect of any of the following -

s.nohovy, bab,o, ban@~a, b'oune, b<Stail, breton, oaranx, 
fiambaz®, flying fish 9lubin@i, m1;tekaral, mullet, pretrEi 9 
sa;rdinill 7 tauve. 

(3) Nothing in this sedion shall be taken as authorizing fishing 
in a protected ar®a by means of a net aoro88 the sfia bed. 

20. It shall not be lawful to place Bl\Y' net or fish trap across any 
reef pass so as to prevent the free ingress or ogress of fish, or to 
fish with arry net or fish trap in an,_y roof pass. 

21. ( l ) No pol'Son f;jhaJ. 1, as in the following paragraph, 
colleot any shell frooo 9 or clisturb any shell or its natural environment 
on,any roof or rook or tho b~d of any la,goon at any of the places 
doeoribed in the fourth schedule to those regulations. 

( 2) Tho prohfbi tion con te,inotl. in tha proooding paragraph shall not 
e,pply with respect to Pinnas (Hacho d'ArmeeJ) or Cockles (PeJ.ourdes). 

Blastimr coral 22. No person shall use, or possess with intention ·l;o use, any 
or r!'Je:f prohibitedexplosive for the purpose of blasting any coral or reef in the sea 
excl"!pt under in any part of Seychelles except under and in accordance wi'th a licence 
licence. granted by the Minister. 

Protli'Jction of 
shellr:i at 
certain places. 

Blas tine; coral 13 

or reefB, pro'~ 
hibi ted except 
under licence. 

ProtMtion of 
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shelliH, 

23. (1) No person shall, except as provided in the following paragraph ~ 

(a) collect any shell from; or 

(b) disturb any shell or its ne.tural environment on 1 

th© foreshore or any reef or rook or the bed of 1'!,ny lagoon 
at any of the plci,oes described in "i;he fourth schedule to these 
regulations. 

(2) The prohibition contained in the preceding paragraph shall 
not apply with respect to Pimtas (Haohe d'A:nnes) or Cockles (Palourdes)o 

24. No person shall use, or poaseas with intention to use, any 
explosives for the purpose of blas'ting any coral or reef in the sea 
in any part of Seychelles except under t:md in accordance with a licence 
granted by the Minister. 

25. (1) No person shall -

(a) collect a,ny Tri ton Couch (Lanei v@) shell from, or 

(b) disturb any Triton Couch (Lam.cive) shell or its natural 
environm®nt on, 

the foreshore or any reef or rock or th~ seabed anywhere in Seychelles. 
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(2) No person shall purchase, sell, offl'!lr or t1xpo~e for sa,le 
01' export or attempt to export from Seychelles any Triton Couch 
(La.noin) shello 

260 No person shall 

(a) kill or attempt to kill any whale or seal; or 

(b) harass any whale 01' seal so 1!!,S to disturb its natural 
behavior or breeding habits; or 

( c) take any whale or sea,l for scien"tifio research or public 
display except with the written permission of the Minister. 

27. (1) No person shall catch, or cause to be caug'nt, or be in 
possession of, or sell, or buy any fcooiale crustacean in ·the b®rried 
state, tha,t is to say with eggs adherent, of the fa.mily scyllaridae 
or palinurida,e or of the genus maohrobrachium or soylla, known 
locally as homard, langouste, camaron and crabe d® carlet respectively: 

Provided that the accidental oatohing (exc<l!lpt by harpooning) of 
any such female shall not be held to be a contravention of this section 
if such female is returned to the water forthwith and with the 
least possible injury. 

(2) No person shall remove the eggs from any berried female 
crustacean. 

28a (1) No person shall catch and retain, sell or be in the 
possession of, or buy any crustacean of less than the following 
dimensions measured from the tip of the rostrum to ·the end of the 
tail or the carapace. 

(i) family scyllaridae (homard) •••••••••••••••• 25 cm. 
(ii) family palinuridae ( la,ngouste) 0009@©00@00@0 25 cm. 
(iii) family pa,laemonid.ae, genus maohrobrachium 

(camaron) 0000000000000000me0000a000000000e 9 om. 
(iv) family portunida,e 0 genus soylla (orabe de 

carlet) 00000e000000000000000000m00000@@0000 11 cm. 

(2) Any undersized crustacean caught accidentally shall be 
returned to the sea forthwith and with the least possible injury. 

29. Any person who oa·tches or is found in or by any river or stream 
having in his possession any camaron and who is not the owner of land 
boarded or traversed by such river or stream or a person authorized 
by such owner, shall be guilty of an offenoeo 
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F'ISHERIES REGULATIONS, 1979 
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( Reguhdion 3) 

FORMS OF LICENCES, PERMITS AND OERTH'ICATES 



Issued to • 

Address 0 • • 
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REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES 

FISHERIES REGULATIONS, 1979 

FISHING VESSEL LICENCE No •. o • 

• • • • • • 

FORM l 

• • • • • • 

Name of Vessel o " . • • • • • • • Fishing Vessel Identification mark 

Port of Registry (if any) •• o • o ••••• Registration number (if any) ••• 

Radio call sign (if any) 0 @ @ @ 0 0 0 0 0 0 Frequency o • • • • 

Dimension of vessel 

Length •• • •• • •• Tonnage •••••••• 

Method of propulsion 

Inboard engines, number of ••••• " horse power • • o • • 

Outboard engines, horse power ••••••• 

• • 0 

Type of fishing equipment • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • 0 • • • • • • • • 

Area.a to be fished 

Species of fish to be taken • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 0 0 • 

Fish to be landed at • • • • •• • • • • o • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Fee paid (if any) Ra o •• 

This licence is valid for the period oommenoing e • • • 0 0 • • • • 

until 

Date of issue • e • • • • 0 0 e 0 e 

Signature of the 
Chief Fisheries Officer 



This liollllnoe it:i 

1 o 'l'lrn holdeJ:> shall comply wi'~h and lil':mmre th0,t ·th® vlillssel bi tW<l'lfl hi oonformi ty 

with th<'l of ·the F'iah®x'iee Aot 197- and any :t'egulaticml'l! mfl!,cte theretmder. 

2. in.r'lert any othil!l:r conditions to which lioenolill is eub;jeot)o 
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REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES 
FOFlM 2 

FISHERIES REDULATIONS, 1979 

CERTIFICATE OF RIGHT TO AN OYSTER BED No. • u 

It is hereby certified that 

is granted the exclusive right of depositing, propagating, and having oysters within 

the area hereinafter described 

• • • (description of the area) o ••• @ 0 0 0 0 e e a a. 0 

This certificate is valid from • • • • • • • • • to • o • • • • • • • • and is 

not transferableo 

The holder is required to report monthly to the Chief Fisheries Officer the 

quantities of oysters taken. 

Fees paid Rs. o • • • • • 

Date of issue • • 0 e • e 

Signed e • • e • • o e • • • • • • • • 

Minister of Agriculture 

This certificate is granted subject to compliance with the Fisheries Decree, 1979, 

and regulations made thereunder and the conditions endorsed qverleaf. 



FISHERIES REXHJLA TIONS, 1979 

SEDOND SCHEDULE 

(Regule,tion 4) 

NNUAL F'EI!:S .D'OH LICENCESy PEFIMITS AND CER'l'Il''ICA'l'ES 

F'ISHERIES RIOClULATIONS~ 1979 

THIRD SCHEDULE 

(Regulation 10) 

MINIMUM MESH SIZE Oir NNI'S 
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FISHERIES RfilULATIONS, 1979 

FOURTH SCHEDULE 

(Regulation 23) 

(i) From Rat Island southwards to Pointe au Sel; 

(ii) From North East Point northwards to the northern boundary of the Carama 
Beach. 

(b) Praslin -

From (and including Anse Boudin) eastwards to Pointe Zanquilles. 

( c) La Digue. -

From the lighthouse at La Passe northwards to Grosse Reohe. 

(d) North Cousin or Cousin, Curieuse, St. Anne, Cerf, Cl:ioh•e, Long, Moyenne and 
Round -

All round the islands. 
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APPENDIX E <= THE CON&'TITU'l'ION OF SEYCHELLES ~ SCHEIJU-Ll~ I 

Islands of the Seychelles Archipelago 

North Islet 

Other Islands: 

Silhouette 
North 
Les Jlf..amellea 
R~cif 
Fri(iate 
L' Ilot 
Praslin 
La Digue 
Curieuse 
F€ilicit~ 
Mary .Anne 
East Sister 
West Sister 

North 
South 

St0 Joseph Group~ consisting of: 

Sta Joseph 
Resource 
Fouquet 
Benjamin 

Poivre Islands, consisting of: 

North 
South 
West 
E.i.oile 
Desroches 

Alphonse Grou!?Jt_consisting of: 

Alphonse 
Bijou tier 

Providence Group, consisting of: 

Providence 
Cerf or South Bank 

Cosmoledo Groupi consisting of: 

Menai 
Observation Islet 
Middle Islet 
Tu.st Island 
West Island 
Go1Hette 

Ave Maria Rock 
Albatross Rockiii 
Round 
St,. Pierre 
Rat 
Aride 
North Cousin 
South Cousin 
Booby or Ile au:x foul] 
Denis or O:rixa 
Bird or Sea Cow 
Plate or Flat 
Coetivy 

Eagle or R~mire 
D1Arros 

Carcassaye 
P~lican 
Aux Chiem; 
Poule or Pol 

Marie Louise 
Des Neufs 
Kine Ross or I,a,rnp~ri::1,i:i:,e 

Boudeuse 

Sta Pierre 

Polite 
Wizard_ 
Pagoda 
South and othex' mnall Ir;lets 
A stove 
Assumption 



West Island 
Middle Isla,nd 
South Island 
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Islands on the West Coast of MaM 

Chauve Souris 
Vache M&,rine 
Thi!lrElse 

Hodoul 
Sta Anne 
Cerf 
Faon or Caoh~e 
Long 
Moyenne 
Round 

Polymnie Island 
Cocoa.nut Island 
Euphratis and other small islets 

Ilot de l'Islette 
Conception 

Beacon or Ile S~che 
Harrison Rock 
Anonyme 
South East 
Brul~e or Rat 
Souris 



APPENDIX F = A DRl\:1!'11 DECHJI:E FOR 'l'HE ES'l'ABLISHMEN'.r OF' 1l'IIJTI smy·mm:LLES 
TUNA F'ISHERIES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

.A DECruill!l 'co 
Gol'l)Ora:t i 00.® 

the establishment 

I'l1 IS HEHEBY DECREED hy the P.r·esident as follows: 

Int erpreJGv;I; ion., 

Est~j,blishment; 

of ·bhe 
Corporation. 

The £\motions 
of the 
Co:rpora·b i ono 

Powers of the 
Corporation, 

1 e 1l'his Deo:r·ee mey be cHed i;i,s the Seychelles ('l'u:ne,) F'isheries Deve1oIJ= 
merrt Corpore;l;ion Decree 1 197 e 

In this Decree 9 unless ·!;he oontert othorwim'l r~lquires ~ 

11 Corpora·tion" means the Seychelles 'I'una Fisheries Developmen-t; 
Cor pox·e/G ion ; 

""h'A-""'"~ established the 
be !'J, bod;y 

be suec'l. in its mm 

40 ( 1) 'I'he ope1'a;tions of the Corpora:tion sha,11 he cont roll eel by a, 
Boa:r•d oonsis·ting of a G'hairman i.ind not mo:t'e ·than four o·l;he:t' members., 

( 2) The Che,i:rmen e.:nd other members of the Boe,rtl she,11 be e,ppointed 
by the Minister and shall hold office for such term and subject ·to such 
conditions as ·f;he Minir;rte:r.' m&iY dErtermine 0 

(3) The Minister shall, when appointing the members of ·t;he Board, 
give comdde:r.'e,tion to the need for the ailequa,te :rep1'MEmte,tion of 
conuueroial expe1'ience on the Boa.,rd@ 

(4) In ·the a,bsence of the Chairman f:t'om e.ny meeting, ·f;he members of 
the Boa;rd present shall e,ppoint a Deputy Che,i:rman fo:t' that meet inge 

(5) 'l'he decisions of ·the Boe,rd shall be by me,jo:r:Hy v<rte and, in 
addition to ru:1 original vote, in any case in which ·the voting is eq1J.al, 
·the Chairman Ol' in his absence the Depu·by Che,irmen sht~,ll have a casting 
vo·l;e@ 

( 6) Any three members of the Board shall fonn ft quorUil\0 

( '7) Subjed ·to the provisions of the last thr·ee preceding subsections~ 
·f;he Board shall adopt i'ts own rules of procedm'e0 

'l'he functions of the Corpore,tion she,11 be -

(a) to enge,ge in oonunercie,l (tuna) f'i1:1hing ope1'ations and to 
operate as a conmieroia,l (ttma,) fisheries enterprise; and 

(b) to promo·be the clevelopment of locally,~o-vmed (tuna) 
f'isherie1:1 enterprises in Seychelles., 

60 'l'he Corpore,tion shall ha,ve the power genere,lly to do a,11 ·i;hings 
:r•easonably necessa..ry for OJ:' inoidell'bal ·to ·!;he clisolmrge of Hs £\motions 



Corpol'ation to 
act in a,ccordenoe 
wHh instructions 
of the Minister. 

'I1he General 
Manager of the 
Corporation • 

Officers end 
serve,nts of the 
Corpora:t ion. 

Tenure of office, 
sale,ries and con­
ditions of service 
of ·the General 
Menage:r and other 
offi ceJ.'S and se:r­
ve,nt s of Corpora;­
tion o 

Mam°bel.'1".1 9 offi oars 
and. sel.'Vmi·ts of 
Jd1e 
not 
lil!:\ble. 

unde:r "Ghe la.st pl'eceding section and she,11 in particular, without pre­
judice to the generali'ty of the foregoing, have the power ~ 

(a) to under•take fishing operations; 

(b) to bu.y 1 sell, construct, import, charter or contract for 
fishing vessels and fishing equipment; 

(c) to train fishermen in the operation of fishing vessels 
and equipmen·t; 

(d) to construct or manage, or otherwise establish freezing, 
store,ge and fish processing facilities; 

(e) to contract with any other person for the supply of fish 
and_ fish pl'oduots to or from such person; 

(f) with the approval of the Minister, to enter into equity 
participation in any fishing or fisheries or in any 
indu12rbry dealing in fishing supplies and equipment; 

(g) ·to enter into any contract, including any contract for 
·the management of its operations; 

(h) to acq"Uire, hold 1 sell, transfer, dispose of or other­
wise deal with any real or personal property; 

( i) to lxrrow '.lloney on such terms as may be approved by the 
Minister 

7. In the discharge of its functions, the Corporation shall act in 
accordance with any general policy instructions given to it from time to 
time by the r-'!inister. 

80 (1) The Board may, with the approval of the Minister, appoint a 
General Manager who shall be responsible for the day to day administra­
tion and management of the affairs of the Corporation. 

(2) The General Manager shall be a person having considerable 
commercial experience and competencee 

9. The General Manager may appoint such other officers and servants 
as he may consider necessary for the efficient conduct of the affairs of 
the Corporation, subject to budgetary approval by the Board. 

10. ( 1) The General Manager and o·ther officers and servants of the 
Corporation shall hold office for such period or periods, receive such 
se,laries end_ allowances and be subject to such conditions of service as 
ma.y be determined by the Board with the approval of the Minister., 

(2) In establishing the salaries and conditions of service of crews 
of fishing vessels, the Boexd shall teJce into account the need for pro­
viding production incentives based on the catch rate of each fishing 
vessel. 

done in 
of the 

officer or eel."Vt'mt of the Corporation shall be personally 
aot 01~ default ot the Corporatia::i. done er oommi tted to be 

and wi th©Ut negligence in the course of the opera:ticne 



bal 1 funds 
a;nd 1'0venues of 
thr1 Go:rporationo 

Accounts. 

The Companies 
Act 1 1972 is 
inappli ca,bl e. 

No stamp dutya 

(a) ·(;he vessels, equiprnen·l; and o'Ghe:r:• p:r:'ope1•·!;y liicJted in the 
Soheclule ·bo this Decree whioh is presen:tly owned by the 
Goverrunent ~ld opera'Ged or omrtrolled by the Ministry 
of whi oh vesi:H:ils 9 equipme1rt and o"Gher pro-
perty are herebJr t1'<:tnsfer1'ed to ·the Co:rpo:c1;vl;ion bu,G 
sul)jeot to a:ny charge or lien a,tte,ohing to ·!;hem; 

(b) Eltrnh other vessels, equipment and proper·l;y e,s may 1Je trans­
fe:r·::ced by- ·the Government to the Corpore;!;ion from hme to 
·t;ime on such ·terms and oondi tions a,s ·the Government ml\Y 
det ffPmine; 

(o) all prope:r·ty of whi,i;t;ever natu1•e ·the/t mei,y f:t'om ·!;ime to ·time 
be purche.sed by the Corporation; 

(d) the sum of Rih 7 which sha,11 be p&,id ·bo ·(;he 
Corpore,tion by the G!:ive:mment in i:ru:it;v,lments of 
Rs0 the firs·(; e;(; the commenomnent of 'Ghis Decree 7 
e;nd ·the second on ·the day of 197 

(e) such ~Juins as llll\Y be e,pproprie/Ged to ·the Go:t'!)Ol't'l,tion e,s 
requir•ed from time to time in the e.rumal o:r• supplementary 
estimates of ·(;he Gove:t'l1ll1Emt; 

(f) all moneys ee,rned o:r· a:dsing from commer'oial operations 
of ·(;he Corporation; 

(g) svxns borrowed by ·bhe Corporation in aooor•dru-1ce wHh the 
provisions of JGhis Decree,, 

13. ( 1) The Corporation shall keep proper acooun·f;s and other reco:l'."ds of 
Hs operation and sha,11 prepare or ce,use to be prep~u·ed a, statement of 
Hs accounts in respect of each financial yee,r. 

(2) The Etooounts of the Corporation shall be auclited. a/G the close of 
each fine.noial yea:r.• by the AudHor Genera,l or by an independent e,ud.i tor 
appointed by the Boa.rd. 

14. As soon as prao·ticable a.fter the end of ee,oh financial yea.r 1 the 
Corpore;hion shall transmit to the Ministe:i.• -

(a,) a, oopy of the statement of its aocoun·ts; 

(b) e, copy of any repo1'ts made by the AudHor; 

( c) a, report dealing with the aotivi ties of !;he Corporation 
dm'ing the preceding financial yea.r 1 and containfog such 
other information relating to the activities and policy 
of -the Corporation a,s the Minister ma:y fI'om ·time -to time 
req,uire. 

15, '.I'he entire contents of the Companies Act 1 ·1972 shall not be appli­
cable to ·the Seychelles (Tuna) Fisheries Development· Co:Ppora,tio:n Decree, 

19'7 " 

16. 'l'he Seychelles 'IUna Fisheries Development Corpore;b:i.on shall be exempt 
from the payment of staJnp duty. 

GIVE.1'T at State House, Mah<§ 1 Seychelles, ·this 
19'7 0 

day of 



List of vessels, equipment and 
other prope:p·(;y to be transferred 
·t;o ,Ghe Corpora;(;ion on the coming 
in·to force of this Decree 



APPENDIX G ~ DRAFI' AGREEMMS RELATING TO THE OPERATIONS 
OF THE SEYCHELLES TUNA FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

Contre,ct No. 1 

AGREEWENT BElI'WEEN ARMEMENT COOPERATIF 
FINISTERIEN AND SEYCHELLES TUNA 

FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LTD. 

I. 
Parties 

This Agreement is made by a,nd between Armement Cooperatif Finisterien (hereinafter 
referred to a,s "ACF11 ), a French cooperative orge.nization with registered offices at 
France, and Seychelles Tuna Fisheries Development Company, Ltd. (hereinafter referred to 
as 11 DEVC011 ), a Seychelles company with registered offices at Victoria, Republic of 
Seychelles. 

II. 
Pur;eose of the Agreement 

'.Phe purpose of this Agreement is to give effect to certain plans of the Government of 
Seychelles for the development of the high seas tuna fishery in the Indian Ocean. The 
Government of Seychelles, having received certain commitments of assistance from the French 
Republic in a proces~verbal executed on December 15 7 1977, and certain other commitments for 
assist~nce from the Government of the United Kingdom upon the occasion of the independence 
of ·the Republic of Seychelles, is desirous of encouraging the development of a domestically­
basecl and -controlled high seas tune, fishery. To this end, the Government of Seychelles 
has created DEVCO by Presidential Decree dated , 19780 DEVCO oW!ls and 
will own certain fishing vessels a.nd related shoreside fish processing and refrigeration 
equipment, and wishes to enlist the expert assistance of ACF in ·~he efficient and aggressive 
manag~ment of these resources for the benefit of the republic of Seychelles. 

III. 
Obli~tions of the Parties 

A. 

The parties agree to incorporate, 1979, a Seychelles compm:zy to be known as 
Seychelles Tune, Fisheries Management Company, Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as''MANC011 ) 7 with 
offices at Victoria, Seychelles. MANCO shall be incorporated under the Seychelles Companies 
Act 1972 7 and shall be organized for the purpose of managing a high seas fishing enterprise. 
The parties note their understanding that the tax status of MANCO shall be determined in 
accordance with Seychelles law, and that their obligations in respect of this Agreement are 
independent of such treatment. 

The authorized capital of MANCO shall be SRs. (equivalent to FF 500 1000 at the time 
of incorporation). DEVCO shall, at or before the time of the incorporation of MANCO, 
contribute as its share of MANCO paid-in capital, 75% of the authorized share capital in 
cash at par. The remaining 25% of authorized share capital shall be paid in cash at par 
at the same time by ACF. 



c. 

The shares owned by ACF shall no·t be sold7 transferred, pledged, hypotheca·ted 1 
encumbered or disposed of by ACF in whole or in part without the prior writte;n consent of 
DEVCO. Except as provided below in respect of the purchase of shares by the Government 
of Seychelles or as further agreed by the parties, no other person may own shares in 
DE\TCO. 

D. 

The parties agree tha·i each of them will sell any and all shares they may own in MANCO 
to the Republic of Seychelles at any time e,t the request of the Government of Seychelles 
at a price not less than the share capital paid in by each of the parties for its 
respective shares. 

The parties agree that each will contribute additional share capital in the ratio 3:1 
as between DE\TCO and ACF up to e, maximum of an additional FF 500,000 or equivalent in SRs., 

Each party shall have the right to inspect the books and records of MANCO at all 
reasonable times with or without notice to ·the other party. 

The parties agree that DE\TCO shall on its behalf, and no later than 60 days a~er the 
effective date of this Agreement, enter into a management contract with MANCO under which 
MANCO shall manage the business of DEITC0 1 s fishing enterprisee The parties additionally 
agree that ACF shall, no later than 60 days after the. effective date of this Agree.ment, 
enter into a contract with MANCO under which ACF will provide certain technical assistance 
to MANCO for the conduct of MANC0 1 s business. The management contract wHh MANCO shall 
provide for a reasonable compensation to MANCO for its efforts, while maximizing return 
to DE\TCO. For its part, the contract between ACF and MANCO shall provide that ACF shall 
be reimbursed by MANCO for its reasonable expenses incurred in the provision of technical 
assistance to MANCO. This technical assistance shall include the provision of the services 
of a Technical Director and Ce,pi taine d 1 Armament to be selected by ACF with the consent 
of MANCO. ACF shall be paid its expenses upon monthly invoice to MANCO, but such reim­
bursement of expenses shall not exceed in any month 2 1/'2$ of 1/12 of the annual turnover 
of MANCOe 

H., 

ACF further agrees ·that upon the request of DEVCO, it »till provide to MANCO, without 
charge, a seaworthy tunaboat suitable for operations in the Indian Ocean, which vessel 
shall be subject to the management and control of MANCO along with such other.vessels as 
ma;y be made available to it by DEITCO. In this event, MANCO shall be responsible for 
expenses incuxred in operation of this tunaboat, but shall be entitled to any profits 
that may be realized from the operation of this vessel. If required by the law of the 
Republic of Seychelles for the purpose of obtaining permission to fish in Seychellois 
waters, ownership of this vessel shall be transferred to MANCO, in order that it ma;y enjoy 
Seychelles nationality. 
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Consideration 

Considera,tion for this Agreement shall beg and is acknowledged to be, the promises 
mutually given herein. E:l:1ch party acknowledges that these promises of future performance 
represent lawful consideration and that this Agreement shall be binding according to its 
terms. 

This Agreement shall be governed by end construed in a,ccordance with the law of the 
Republic of Seychelles. 

Disputes and Ehforcement 

Any action to enforce the provisions of this Agreement shall be brought in a court 
of competent jurisdiction of the Republic of Seychelles, a.nd each party consents to be 
sued in such court., Any judgment obtained in such court shall be enforceable in other 
national courts including the courts of the French Republic if necessary to give effect to 
such judgrnent" 

/:Any dispute vtlth respect to the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be 
referred for binding arbitration to the In-hernational Chamber of Commerce.J 

Term 

This AgTeement shall be effective for five (5) years from the effective date. It may 
be extended by agreement of the parties. Either par-ty may withdraw from this Agreement by 
giving one year's prior notice in writing of such withdrawale 

VIII., 

Effective Date 

This Agreement is effective upon signature by the beloVFmindicated authorized repre­
sente,ti ves of ACF and DE\TCOe 

IN WITNESS WHEREXlF we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 
' 19780 

Victoria, 
Republic of Seychelles 

SEYCHELLES TUNA FISHERIES 
DEVELOPMENT COMP ANY, LTD., 

By (L.Se) 
~~I-t-s~P-r_e_s~id-e-.n-t,.,_~~~ 

ARMEMIDSIT COOPERATIF FilHST:ERIEN 

By ___ _,__ ___ (Le Se) 
Its President 

day of 



Contra,ct No,, 2 

AGREEMENT BErWEEN ARMEMENT COOPERATili' 
FINISTERIEN AND SEYCHELLES TUNA FISHERIES 

MANA(JEMEN'I1 COMPANY, LTD., 

I .. 

This Agreement is made by and between Armement Cooperatif Finisterien (hereinafter 
referred ·to as 11 ACF11 ), a French cooperative organization with registered offices at , 
France, and Seychelles Tuna Fisheries Management Company, Ltd .. (hereine,fter referred to as 
11 MANC011 ), a, Seychelles company with registered offices a,t Victoria, Republic of Seychelles" 

The purpose of this Agreement is ·l;o give effect to certain plans of the Government of 
Seychelles for the development of the high seas tuna, fishery in the Indian Ocean. By 
Presid<:mtia,l Decree dated , 1978, the Republic of Seychelles cree,ted DEVCO in 
order to develop these tuna, fishery resources and ·l;o own and enjoy the profits of a, fleet 
of ·l;una fishing vessels and related shoreside fish processing and refrigerating equipment 9 
all of which has been provided under a series of international arrangements, agreements 
and loa~s. On , 19789 DEVCO and ACF, for the better achievement of Seychellois 
objectives in the conservation, management and exploitation of these tuna fishery resources, 
entered into an Agreement for the establishment of MANCO. The present Agreement implements 
ACF 1s obligations to DEVCO under that Agreement. 

The parties agree that ACF shall select for employment b;y MANCO a Technical Director 
and (if required by MANCO) a Capitaine d1Armement who shall, upon acceptance and employment 
by MANCO, be responsi'ble for the general conduct of the business of MANCO in accordance 
with the articles of incorporation and b;ye-laws of MANCO and applicable provisions of 
Seychelles law. These persons shall devote their full time and professional efforts to 
the business of MANCO and shall be compensated at a reasonable rate to be determined in 
a,ccorda.nce with nego,ciations between the pa,rties and in light of prevailing labour market 
conditions. Such persons shall receive a salary and fringe benefits to be agreed upon in 
separate employment contracts, but shall not share in the profits of MANCO. 

ACF sh<:'tll also provide to MANCO such other technical assistance as MANCO may from 
time to ·time request,, This technical assistance shall be provided direC'tly or paid for 
by ACF at reasonable rates subject to reimbursement b;y MANCO" No such services shall, 
h01,rever, be rendered to MANCO without the prior written approval of authorized officials 
of rw~co. Such approval may be given on an annual basis by means of an agreed budgete 
Such reimbursement may not, in any caJ.endiw year, exceed 2.5% of the annual ·turnover of 
MANCO. For purposes of this Agreement, reimbursable expenses shall include out-of-pocket 
expenses incurred b;y ACF in respect of MANCO operations, such as the cost of consultants, 
stationery, office f'nrnishings and equipment and necessary travel and subsistence allow­
ances" MANCO shall pe;y ·these expenses m6nthly upon presentation of a verified account by ACFe 

In the event the person or persons hired b;y MANCO upon 'Ghe recommendation of ACF 
shall resign such employment after having assumed his or their duties, and before the 
agreed termination date of his or their employment, or in the event such person or 
persons shall be discharged for cause by MANCO, ACF shall promptly submit the name or 
names or replacement personnel to MANCO in order that the position(s) may be filled without 
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t~elay. ACF' shall be fully lie,ble for e,ny cos·ts incurred in connection with ·the replacement 
of employees who resign or are discharged9 a.nd shall no·t be entitled to reimbursement for 
such expenses. 

MANCO agrees to undertake the management of a ·i;una fishing vessel owned. by ACF in 
the event ACF offers such vessel for MANCO ma,nagement in e,ocordance with the request of 
DEITCO and pursuant to the Agreeme:n"G between ACF and DE\TCO dated , 1978. If 
necessary for the purpose of engaging in the fisheries of Seychelles~ MANCO shall buy or 
charter such a vessel from ACF in order that the vessel may enjoy Seychelles nationality, 
but a.ny such purchase shall be for one Rupee and a,:ny such cha,rter shall be for one Rupee 
per a.nn11.m0 In the event the vessel sha,11 no longer be used by MANCO for tuna fishing under 
the Ag-reement between DEITCO and ACF, ACF shall be entitled to repurchase the vessel, if it 
has been sold9 for the price paid, and if it has been chartered, ·then it shall be entitled 
to possession upon pa,yment of one Rupeeo kl; all times when the vessel is owned or chartered 
by J\1ANC0 7 i·t shall be the responsibility of ACF to provide sufficient insurance in favour 
of MANCOe The cost of such insure.nee shall not be reimbursable., 

In the event the vessel is lost at sea or otherwise becomes uni:w·ailable for the service 
intended, ACF shall provide a reple,cement vessel within 30 days e,t its own expense., The 
voyage cost of such replacement shall not be reimbursable" 

During the time MANCO is responsible for the operation of the ACF vessel, MANCO shall 
pay the salaries and customary social a.nd operational expenses of the vessel and its crew., 
Profits and losses from the operation of this vessel shall accrue. to MANCO and be fully 
integrated into MANC0 1 s operating budget with all other profits and losses" Manning of 
this vessel shall be as de·termined by MANCO, except ·tha·l; the officers of the vessel shall 
be nominated by ACF subject to the approval of MANC0 9 which approval shall not unreasonably 
be Hi'bhheld. MANCO may, at its discretion, add to the crew e, maximum of ten fishermen of 
Seychellois nationality, who shall be oompensa,ted commensurate with the compensation paid 
to other members of the crew with similar qualifice,tions. ACF shall provide a training 
programme in fishing gear and methods, shipboard engineering7 mwigation and piloting, for 
Seychellois employees. The expenses of this training programme shall not be reimbursable. 

IV. 

Consideration 

Consideration for this Agreement shall be, and is acknowledged to be, the promises 
mutually given herein. Each party acknowledges that these promises of future performance 
represent lawful consideration and tha,t this Agreemen'G shall be binding according to its 
terms. 

v. 
!J>ylicable Law 

This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the law of the 
Republic of Seychelles. This provision shall be without prejudice, however, to the right 
of ACF employees to the benefits of the social legislation of the French Republic to the 
extent those benefits may be more generous than those of the Republic of Seychelles. 

Disputes and Ehforcement 

Any action to enforce the provisions of ·hhis Agreement shall be brought in a court 
of competent jurisdiction of ·~he Republic of Seychellesi and each party consents to be 
sued in such court. /my judgment obtained in such court shall be enforceable in other 
ru:J,tiomd courts including the courts of the French Republic if necessary to give effect to 
such judgment. 



/J:ny dispute vli'th respeo·t to the terms and condi"dons of this Agreement shall be 
referred for binding arbitration to ,Ghe International Chamber of Commerce.J 

VII. 

Term 

This Agreement shall be effective for five (5) years from the effective date. It may 
be extended by agreement of the pe,rties. Either party may withdraw from this Agreement by 
giving one year's prior notice in writing of such withdrawal. In the event either party to 
the Agreement between ACF and DEV.CO dated , 1978, withdraws from that Agreement, 
or in the event that Agreement expires of its own force prior to the expiry of this Agreement, 
then this Agreement shall erpire at the same time as such withdrawal or expiry., 

'11his Agreement is effective upon signature by the below-indicated authorized represen­
tatives of ACF and MANCO. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF we have hereunto set our hands and sea,ls this 
1978. 

SEYCHELLES TUNA FIS:flJlliIES 
MANAGEMENT COMP.Alff, LTD. 

ARMEMENT COOPERATIF FilHSTERI:Ell' 

(L.,S.,) 

Victoria, 
Republic of Seychelles 

day of 



Contract Noo 3 

MANAGEMENT CONTRACT BErWEEN SEYCHELLES 
TUNA FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT COJ.VJPANY9 LTD. 

AND SEYCHELLES TUNA FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY~ L'l'D,, 

I. 
~ 

This Contract is made by and between the Seychelles Tuna Fisheries Development Company, 
Ltdo (hereinafter referred to 1w 11 DEVC011 ), a Seychelles qorporation created by Presidential 
Decree dated t 19789 with registered offices at Victoria~ Republic of Seychelles, 
and the Seychelles Tuna Fisheries Management Company, Ltd,, (hereinafter referred to as 
11 MANC011 ), a Seychelles company with registered offices at Victoria, Republic of Seychelles. 

II. 
Purpose of the ~et 

'11he purpose of this Contre,ct is to give effect 'Go certain plans of the Government of 
Seychelles for the development of the high seas tuna fishery in the Indian Ocean. By 
Presidential Decree dated 9 1978, the Republic of Seychelles created DEVCO in 
order to develop ·these tuna fishery resources and ·!;o own and enjoy the profits of a fleet 
of tuna fishing vessels and rele,ted shoreside fish processing and refrigerating equipment t 
a,11 of which has been provided under a series of international arrangements~ agreements 
and loans,, On , 1978, DEVCO and Armament Coopere,tif Finisterien ~ 11 ACF11 ), for 
the better achievement of Seychellois objectives in the conservation, management and 
exploi'l;a,tion of these tuna fishery resources, entered into a;n Agreement for the establish­
ment of MANCO. The present Contract implements that Agreement with respect to DEVC0 1s 
and MANC0 1 s obligations. 

III. 
Obligations of the Parties 

In accordance with the Agreement between DEVCO and ACF dated , 1978, DEVCO 
has purchased four·tuna boats. DEVCO will charter these vessels to l./!ANCO, for the consi­
deration of one Rupee per vessel per year, for the period of this Contract for the purpose 
of their efficient operation in the Indian Ocean tuna fisheryo Title to these vessels 
sha,11 at all times remain in DEVCO. 

DEVCO will also lease to MANCO the cold storage ple,nt and other related fish processing 
equipment now owned by DEVCO at Victoria, Republic of Seychelles. The annual ren·tal for 
the plant and rela,ted fish processing equipment shall be one Rupeeo 

MANCO, in turn, shall be responsible for the general conduC"t of operations of the 
vessels and plant and related fish processing equipment referred to abovee This shall 
include exploratory and commercial tuna fishing, processing and marketing in .Scyehelles 
and for export., No fish caught by MANCO vessels shall be exported if a market for such 
fish exists in Seychelles. For its efforts, MANCO shall be entitled to a management fee 
consisting of an amount equivalent to its reasonable expenses plus 10% thereof, up to an 
annual maximum of 2.5% of the annual turnover of MANCO minus any payments on balances due 
to the Caisse Centrale de Cooperation Eoonomic0 MANCO shall not itself, however, make 
pe,yments to the Caisse Centrale0 

MANCO shall not, without the prior written consent of DEVCO, purche,se vessels, vehicles, 
aircraft, real property or other capi·hal assets of a value over xx:,xxx Rupees., DEVCO shall 
also not initiate lines of credit, or in a.ny manner encumber property to which it does not 
have legal title, including such vessels and other property that may be placed in its 
charge by DEVCO or Armament Cooperatif Finisterien (hereinafter referred to as "ACF!') e 
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MANCO sha,11 consuH at least monthly with DE\TCO on the genere,l conduct of the busi­
ness, including marketing stra:tegies 7 and shall make policy recommendations to DE\TCO and 
promp'Gl~v ·;"mplement the policy instructions provided by DE\TCOe MANCO shall submit to DEVCO 
such wrHten and oral reports as DE\TCO ma,y from ·to time require, and shall submit to DE.VCO 
and ACF complete financial sta,Gements monthly and at such other ·times as DE\TCO or ACF may 
request. · 

DE\TCO shall ha,ve the right ·to inspect the books and records of MANCO at all reasonable 
times with or without notice to MANCO or ACF. 

During the term of this Contract, MANCO shall take out and prepay sufficient insurance 
to protect DE\TCO in respec·t of the possible loss of or damage to DEllC0 1 s vessels and such 
other property as DEi/CO may, in accordance with this Contract, place in MANC0 1 s charge. 
MANCO shall also be responsible for the procurement of appropriate liability insurance. 

Title to all fish caught by or on account of MANCO, whether or not from vessels owned 
by DE\TCO shall lie in DE\TC0 9 and shall be marke·ted at the prevailing market prices by MANCO 
for ·the account of DEi/CO. 

During the time MANCO is responsible for the operation of DEVC0 1s vessels and shoreside 
equipment, MANCO shall pay the salaries and customary social and operational expenses of 
the vessels and equipment, and the crews and other personnel@ Manning of the vessels and 
shoreside equipment shall be as determined by MANCO, except that officers of the vessels 
shall be nominated by ACF subject to the approval of MANCO, which approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld@ MANCO shall, upon the request of DE\TCO, add to the crew of each 
vessel a maximum of ten fishermen of Seychellois nationality, who shall be compensa·ted 
commensurate with the compensation paid to other members of the crews with similar quali­
fications. MANCO employees of Seychellois nationality assigned to ·the crews of vessels 
owned by DEi/CO shall be included within a training programme in fishing gear and methods, 
shipboard engineering, naviga·tion and piloting. 

IV., 
Consideration 

Consideration for this Contract shall be 7 and is acknowledged to be 9 the promises 
mutually given herein. Each party acknowledges that these promises of future performance 
represent lawful consideration and that this Contract shall be binding according to its 
termso 

v. 
!gplicable Law 

This Con'Gract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the la,w of the 
Republic of Seychelles. This provision shall be without prejudice, however, to the right 
of MANCO employees of French nationality to the benefits of the social legislation of the 
French Republic to the extent those benefits may be more generous than those of the 
Republic of Seychelles. 

VIo 
Disputes and Ehforcement 

Any action ·to enforce the provisions of this Contract shall be brought in a court of 
competent jurisdiction of the Republic of Seychelles, and each party consents to be sued 
in such court. Any judgment obtained in such court shall be enforceable in other national 
courts including the courts of the French Republic if necessary to give effect to such 
judgment. 



LA:n:y' dispute with respect to the terms and oondHions of this Contract shall be 
referred for binding arbHration to the Interna,tional Chamber of CornmerceJ 

VII. 
Term 

This Contract shall be effec·tive for five (5) yee,rs from the effec·tive date. It may 
be extended by, agrnement of the partiese Either pe,rty may withdraw from this Contract by 
giving one year's prior notice in writing of such withdrawal., In the event either party 
to the AgTeement between ACF and DEVCO dated w 1978w wi thd.ra,ws from that 
Agreement, or in the event tha·t Agreement expires of its own force prior to the expiry of 
this Agreement 7 then this Contract shall expire a,t the same Jdme as such withdrawal or 
expiry. 

VIIIe 
Effective Date 

This Con-tract is effective upon signa;ture by the below-indica,ted authorized repre­
Flentatives of DE.VCO and MANCO. 

IN WITNESS WHERIDF we have hereunto set our hands and sea,ls this 
, 1978. 

Vic'Goria7 
Republic of Seychelles 

SEYCHELLES TUNA FISHERIES 
DEVELOPJ.'vll!NT COMPANY, LTD. 

SEYCHELLES TUNA FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY 1 LTD,, 

day of 



- 93 ~ 

1,, Iran - Fo:rme;bion of a Fishariel!l Develop;Mnt Branch withi11 the ADBI. Labon, A., 
IOP/TFl.JH/75/1. 

2. Plcherie de Crevettoo - Rapport au Gouvernement de la Repu.blique Kalgaohe. Laoon, A. 9 
IOP/TFlIH/75/2 (not published). 

3. Fisheries Development Possibilities in the Republic of K~a. Labon, A .. , 
IOP/TFJJH/75/3. 

4. A Report on the Building Up of a statistical Syst®m for the Collection of Karine 
Fisheries statistios in the United Arab E:!!irates. Banerji 9 S.K0 , IOP/TFrm/75/4·~ 

5. Report to the Ministry of Agric:mlture and Fil!lhl!jriH - United Arab :illnirat®s. 
Labon 9 A., IOP/TF1JH/75/5. 

60 Some Developments in the Tuna Filllherhs in the Indian Oo~. K~ey9 R0 Eew 
IOP /TF1JH/75/6 • 

7• statistical. System of Marin111 Fiaheriee in Me.uritius. Banerji 9 S0 K., IOP/T'J!JJH/76/7 0 

Bo Establishment of an Agricultural and Fisheries Develo,P111ent Authority in the United 
Arab Emirates. GU!!ltafsson, N. and G.K.Fo Moore, IOP/TF1JH/76/8. 

9. United Arab IDnirates - Programme of Develop!'llent of Fishery Ha:.rbou:rs and Landing 
Places Reconnaissanoe Survey Report. Guckian, Wev IOP/T111JH/76/9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Fishery Statistical System in Sri Lanka. .Banerji 9 S.K. 9 IOP/TF1JH/76/10,, 

Summary Report on Cruise of the R/V SHOYO MA.RU in the North: Arabian Saa. Yamanaka, H., 
Y. Nishi~wa, J,, Morita (translated and edited by s. ~si, Indian Ocean Programme), 
IOP/TOOH/76/11. . 

The Sul·tanate of Oman Five Year Fisheries Iievelopm!!m:t Plan. Labon, A.-, IOP/TF1JH/77/12 
(not published). 

Fisheries and Market:\.~ in :the Yemen Arab Republic. Carnpleman, G., V. Perovic and 
B. Simons, IOP/TF1JH/77/13. 

14. Summary Report on Cruise of the R/v SHOYO MA.RU in the North Arabian Sea. Yamanaka, H., 
M. Yukinawa and I. Nakamura, IOP/TF1JHj77/14. 

15. Report of the Joint Mission to Plan Development of the Sardinella Fisheries in the :Bali 
Strai't, IOP/TF1JH/77/15. 

19. 

Markets for Fish Jlleal in the Near Elast Region. Nl\Y"lor, J., IOP/TF1JH/78/16. 

Development of Fisheries in the El!:clUl!!l:i.ve Economio Zone of Sri t.anka.. Ca.mpl~, G., 
IoP/TF1JH/78/11 • 

Implications of the Ertended Zoneiil of Maritime .Jurisdiction for the Fishing Industry. 
of Thailand. Labon, A., J. Carrol'l and J. Ou11and9 IOP/TJIJH/78/18 (restricted). 

Report of a Mission to Examine the Implioations .of the New Ocean Regim~ for Fisheries 
Developmxmt in Somalia. Silva, L.I.J. 9 R.L. Peyn@; J.J. Kwnbona and G0F.K. Moore, 
IOP/TFJJH/78/19 (restricted). · 
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200 Ileveloproem·t of Fisheries in "Ghe El:clusive Economic Zone of ·the Sayohelles. Pa;yne, R0 L0 , 

r.i. Savini 1 IOP/TEGH/78/20 (1'estrioted). 

2i. S'mall-Soale One Boat Purs0 Seining in Sri Lanka. Pa.jot I a. I IOP/TEGH/78/21. 

22. Lege,l and Irrnti·tutional Aapeots of Fisheries Manage:nnent in Sx•i Lanki;i, wHh Particular 
Hefe:x•enoe to the Control of Foreig.a Fishing in the El:oluaive Econooiio Zone. Moo:re 1 G01 

IOP/'rECH/'f8/22 (restricted). 

Monitoring and Control Sys·ter11s for Fisheries in the El:olm1ive F,oonomio Zone of 
Bangl&.desho Moore, G. 1 IOP/TEG'H/78/23 (restricted). 

24. Uni tell Hepubli o of 'I'anzru1i!'l,~ 111.sheries Legislation in Zanzibar. Christy 1 L. Co, 
IOP/TEGH/79/24 (:restricted). 

25. Fish Trade in the Near East Region. Hotta 1 M. 1 IOP/TEGH/79/25. 

26. Weste1'n Indien OceM Fishery Resources Survey. Repo:r·t on the C.':r-uises of ·the 
R/v PHOFESSOR MESYATSEl/ 1 December 1975 - June 1976/July 1977 - Decemb<Jr 1977 by 
Birkett, L., IOP/TEGH/79/26 (in prepare,tion). 

R~!liBe en Service du Centre National de RaoheroheB Ooeanog-.1.•aphiquas ( CNRO) a 
Noay Jitte~ H@t and D.,. t POI/TE<JH/79/28 

Mezine Fishe1'ies Legislation in Chl.-isty, li@C.,. ~ IOP/'J!ECfff/79/'2fJ 

Legal and Institutional Aspects of Fisheries in the 
Et-~olusiva Ebonomio Zone of the Republic of S&yohellaso Savinip M. and BoHe 
Dubnert IOP/TFJJH/79/30. 
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