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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This is the final report approved by the ordinary session of the Committee for Inland 
Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa (CIFAA) held in Lilongwe, Malawi, from 
30 November to 2 December 2021. 

PRÉPARATION DE CE DOCUMENT 

Ce document est le rapport final adopté à la session ordinaire du Comité des pêches 
continentales et de l’aquaculture pour l’Afrique (CPCAA), tenue à Lilongwe au Malawi 
du 30 novembre au 2 décembre 2021. 

ABSTRACT 

This document is the report of the Nineteenth session of the Committee for Inland 
Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa (CIFAA), conducted in Lilongwe, Malawi, from 
30 November to 2 December 2021. This was hybrid event, where international 
participants attended remotely while nationals in Malawi hosted physically. A total of 
119 delegates from 23 member Nations, 5 observers and 31 from FAO Secretariat 
participated in the session. The session covered the key topics on: follow-up of the 
intersessional activities on the decisions and recommendations of the Eighteenth 
session; implementation of the voluntary guidelines to ensure Sustainability of Artisanal 
Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and poverty eradication (SSF Guidelines) and 
commemoration of International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA); 
digitalization of Aquaculture in Africa; best practices for improved fish safety and loss 
reduction in inland fisheries and aquaculture; findings from the independent study on 
CIFAA strategic re-orientation and proposals on topics for the twentieth session.  

RÉSUMÉ 

Ce document est le rapport de la dix-neuvième session du Comité des pêches 
continentales et de l'aquaculture d'Afrique (CPCAA), qui s'est tenue à Lilongwe au 
Malawi du 30 novembre au 2 décembre 2021. Il s'agissait d'un événement hybride, où 
les participants internationaux ont assisté à distance hébergés tandis que les 
ressortissants du Malawi ont été hébergés physiquement. Un total de 119 délégués de 
23 pays membres, 5 observateurs et 31 du Secrétariat de la FAO ont participé à la 
session. La session a couvert les principaux sujets suivants: Suivi des activités 
intersessions sur les décisions et recommandations de la dix-huitième session; mise en 
œuvre des directives volontaires pour assurer la durabilité de la pêche artisanale dans 
le contexte de la sécurité alimentaire et de l'éradication de la pauvreté (Directives SSF) 
et commémoration de l'Année internationale de la pêche artisanale et de l'aquaculture 
(AIPAA); numérisation de l'aquaculture en Afrique; les meilleures pratiques pour 
améliorer la sécurité des poissons et réduire les pertes dans les pêches continentales 
et l'aquaculture; les résultats de l'étude indépendante sur la réorientation stratégique de 
la CPCAA et les propositions de sujets pour la vingtième session. 
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OPENING OF THE SESSION  
 
1. The Nineteenth Session of the Committee for Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture of 

Africa (CIFAA) was held in Lilongwe, Malawi, from 30 November to 2 December 
2021. International participants attended the Session remotely. A total 
of 19 participants from 23 member Nations, 5 observers and FAO Secretariat 
attended the Session. The list of delegates, observers and FAO Secretariat can be 
found in Appendix B.   
 

2. The Secretary of the Committee called the session to order and facilitated the 
opening ceremony, which included remarks by Dr Friday Njaya, Chairperson of the 
Committee by Dr Abebe Haile Gabriel, Assistant Director General/FAO Regional 
Representative for Africa and the Official opening address by the Honourable Nancy 
Tembo, Minister of Forestry and Natural Resources, Malawi, as well. 
 

3. Dr Friday welcomed participants to the Nineteenth Session and extended gratitude 
the Government of Malawi for its support to the session. He emphasized the 
importance of Regional Fishery Bodies (RFB) for the sustainable inland fisheries 
and aquaculture management. The Chairman ended by reminding participants that 
Malawi was hosting this session for the second time and with the last held being the 
fourth session in 1980 held in Blantyre, which makes it memorable for Malawi. The 
text of the speech is in Appendix C.  
 

4. Dr Abebe welcomed the delegates on behalf of Mr Qu Dongyu, Director-General of 
FAO, He expressed FAO’s gratitude to the Government and People of Malawi for 
hosting the Nineteenth Session of CIFAA in light of the challenges faced due to the 
severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (COVID-19) pandemic. Dr Abebe 
further indicated that the FAO Council established CIFAA in recognition of the 
importance of inland fisheries and aquaculture in meeting the needs of billions of 
people in terms of nutrition, livelihoods and well-being within and across Africa. The 
full text of his speech is in Appendix D.  
 

5. On behalf of the Government and People of Malawi, the Honourable Nancy Tembo 
welcomed all delegates.  In her opening remarks, the Minister emphasized the how 
effective cooperation and partnerships can enhance contribution fisheries and 
aquaculture in achievement of the vision of African governments, and the 
development agendas. The Honorable minister further retaliated the potential role 
of fisheries and aquaculture to improving community livelihoods in African Nations, 
and to the achievement of several of the Sustainable Development Goals such as:  
No Poverty (SDG 1), Zero Hunger (SDG 2), Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG 6), 
Responsible Consumption and Production (SDG 12), Life Below Water (SDG 14); 
and Life on Land (SDG 15). The full text of her speech is in Appendix E. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA/TIMETABLE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE 
SESSION  
 
6. The CIFAA 19 Agenda was introduced by the Chairperson and was adopted by 

the Committee. In light of the exceptional prevailing circumstances caused by the 
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COVID-19 pandemic, Committee Members endorsed the following way of 
proceeding: 

 
i. the virtual meeting constitutes a formal regular Session of the Committee;  

 
ii. the normal Rules of Procedure and practices of the Committee shall apply, 

save to the extent any Rule or practice is incompatible with the virtual 
modality and/or could not be complied with due to the unique 
circumstances, in which case those Rules or practices will be suspended 
on an exceptional basis in accordance with those Rules; 

 
iii. the application of any special procedures or amended working modalities 

as may be required for the efficient conduct of the Session. 
 
7. The CIFAA 19 Agenda can be found in appendix A.  

FOLLOW-UP OF THE INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES ON DECISIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EIGHTEENTH SESSION  
 
8. The Secretariat drew the delegates’ attention to the working document 

CIFAA/XVIII/2021/2 describing the main intersessional activities since the 
Eighteenth CIFAA Session held in Bamako, Mali in 2019.  
 

9. The CIFAA Secretariat reported that on:  
 

• Visibility of CIFAA, including the establishment of a dedicated website: 
Action was initiated but did not make much progress due to the financial 
constraints of the Secretariat. However, on the FAO Regional Fisheries Bodies 
website, there is a special page dedicated to CIFAA: 
https://www.fao.org/fishery/rfb/cifaa/en 
 

• Agenda items on reporting from Members on their national inland 
fisheries and aquaculture activities: This item was supposed to have been 
on the agenda of the nineteenth  session, but given that the session is virtually 
done for the first time, the Secretariat has considered a lighter agenda.  

 
• Adhesion to ANAF: The ANAF Secretariat initially hosted by FAO, has been 

transferred to and institutionalized within AU-IBAR. AU-IBAR is planning a 
meeting of all African Union Member States to discuss ANAF Membership. It is 
envisaged that each country will be become a member through expression of 
interest as per the new rule of procedure. 

 
• Promotion of digital aquaculture: In response to a request from the 

eighteenth CIFAA session of a regional TCP on Digitization and due to the 
current budget falls in the organization, FAO is finalizing a Letter of Agreement 
with Rhodes University, South Africa, on “Technical support towards the 
promotion of Aquaculture Digitalization in Africa. 

 
• Workshops for awareness raising on SSF Guidelines: in collaboration with 

the Fisheries and Aquaculture Division, workshops have been organised in a 
number of Nations, as well as sub-regional and even regional workshops in 

https://www.fao.org/fishery/rfb/cifaa/en
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support to the African Confederation Professional Organisations of Artisanal 
Fisheries (CAOPA).  

 
10. The Committee: 
 

• noted the Secretariat financial constraints and urged the FAO Regional 
Office for Africa to allocate more funds, within its regular programme budget, 
to implement more efficiently CIFAA decisions and recommendations; 
 

• requested the Secretariat to improve the communication of CIFAA, including 
the periodic reports, during intersessional periods, on status on implantation 
of decisions and recommendations. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES GUIDELINES AND 
COMMEMORATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF ARTISANAL FISHERIES 
AND AQUACULTURE  

  
11. The Secretariat presented an overview of the document CIFAA/XIX/2021/3 on the 

implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale 
Fisheries  in  the  Context  of  Food  Security  and Poverty Eradication (the SSF 
Guidelines) and  about  the  International  Year  of  Artisanal  Fisheries  and  
Aquaculture (IYAFA) 2022.  

 
12. The Committee agreed to: 

 
• continue supporting SSF Guidelines implementation among its Members 

and encourage the development of NPOA-SSF; 
• support the strengthening of small-scale fisheries organizations to give 

inland fishing communities a stronger voice in decision-making and policy 
processes, with a focus on women and their organizations, including in the 
context of the African Union non-state actor platforms; 

• consider the Illuminating Hidden Harvests study results and to build on them 
in terms of improving methods and capacities for small-scale inland fisheries 
data collection and analysis, and application of the information generated; 

• promote the commemorations of IYAFA 2022 among its Members and 
encouraging governments, organizations and partners to: 

 
- contribute to IYAFA initiatives, such as the human-interest stories, 

and to register their events on the IYAFA website; 
- engage with FAO RAF to advance a regional road map for IYAFA 

celebrations;  
- consider adding CIFAA as an IYAFA supporter to the IYAFA website 

(conditional on the organization of an IYAFA initiative). 

DIGITALIZATION OF AQUACULTURE IN AFRICA 
 
13. The Secretariat introduced the working document CIFAA/XIX/2021/4 and noted that 

adaptation of enabling digital solutions is key to transformation of agricultural food 
systems including the Aquaculture sector. The secretariat further explained that 
digital transformation of aquaculture sector such as the Internet of Things (LOA), 
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using big data, cloud computing, artificial intelligence machine learning through 
remote control or artificial intelligence control of aquaculture facilities, equipment, 
and machinery to complete all production and management operations, has the 
capacity to increase the aquaculture sector’s productivity and efficiency.  
 

14. In response to a request from the eighteenth CIFAA session of a regional project 
on Digitalization and the current budget falls in the organization, FAO is finalizing 
an Letter of Agreement (LOA) with Rhodes University, South Africa, on “Technical 
support towards the promotion of Aquaculture Digitalization in Africa” 

 
15. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Division, in collaboration with other offices including 

the FAO Regional Office for Africa (RAF), is organizing expert workshops to analyze 
the digital aquaculture development status, practices and gaps in dissemination and 
scaling up among its Members. Documentation of successful cases and technology 
will be shared for the benefits of all stakeholders. 

 
16. The Committee agreed to: 
 

• the need to establish the status and developing digitalized aquaculture in 
Africa; 

• support the upcoming regional and national programs/projects and 
implementation of digital aquaculture; 

• encourage Members to share any national and regional experiences on 
aquaculture digitalization; 

• provide further guidance to the secretariat on how to push aquaculture 
digitalization agenda in Africa. 

 

BEST PRACTICES FOR IMPROVED FISH SAFETY AND LOSS REDUCTION IN 
INLAND FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE  

 
17. The Secretariat presented the document CIFAA/XIX/2021/6 on how FAO uses the 

multidimensional solutions and identifying best practices to address issues in the 
fish postharvest sector. FAO ensures the equitable access to nutritious and safe 
foods and under the FAO Umbrella programme for the promotion and 
implementation of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-
Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF 
Guidelines).  
 

18. Post-harvest challenges faced by small-scale fisheries stakeholders have been the 
focus of numerous projects, programmes and investments in Africa aimed to reduce 
food loss and waste and benefit women, who often dominate processing and trade 
activities.  

 
19. Lessons from these initiatives can help inform future interventions to improve the 

safety of aquatic foods and the livelihoods of small-scale fisheries and aquaculture 
stakeholders and include: 

 
• design, use and management of infrastructure, improved technology and 

value addition; 
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• the example of the FAO Thiaroye processing techniques (FTT) oven use 
improving processors working conditions and livelihoods while protecting the 
environment; 

• strengthening local fish value chains for school food and nutrition as an entry 
to healthy foods; 

• promoting food safety for fisheries and aquaculture products, and  
• raising awareness and policy frame works. 

 
20. The Committee: 
 

• noted the role of fish as a source of protein and micronutrients in addressing 
malnutrition and nutritional security; 

• recognized the importance of addressing food loss and waste in fish value 
chains by using multidimensional solution approach; 

• recognized the importance of food safety standards; 
• reinforced commitment to address food loss and waste and promote equal 

opportunities and women’s rights; 
• encouraged and endorsed to relevant government authorities and 

stakeholders the use of available data and information. 
 

INDEPENDENT STUDY ON COMMITTEE FOR INLAND FISHERIES AND 
AQUACULTURE OF AFRICA 

 
21. The Secretariat presented to the Committee findings of an independent review 

study on the CIFAA to develop innovative approaches in support of an improved 
functioning of the committee, including an analysis of the benefits and costs of the 
different approaches (Doc. CIFAA/XIX/2021/6). 
 

22. The Study reviewed issues limiting the effectiveness of CIFAA, highlighting 
constraints and weaknesses, and suggested different approaches for Strengthening 
CIFAA in terms of relevance and effectiveness. 

 
23. In the ensuing discussions, Committee Members acknowledged that the study was 

timely and relevant, especially in view of the changes that the institutional 
environment of CIFAA has undergone since its creation. It commended the effort of 
FAO to maintain CIFAA serving, as the unique continent-wide Regional Inland 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Body working to foster and promote regional cooperation 
in the development, management, utilization, and conservation of fisheries 
resources of inland waters of Africa. 

 
24. While inviting the Secretariat to continue and increase efforts for the survival and 

increased effectiveness of the Committee, the Members agreed to: 
 

• maintain CIFAA within the FAO Constitution Framework with improved 
statute and Rules of Procedure; 

• work closely with AU and recs to align the role of the Committee with the 
strategic frameworks such as AU-Agenda 2063, AU Policy Framework 
and Reform Strategy for Fisheries and Aquaculture in Africa, FAO 
Strategic Framework, etc.; 
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• conduct a comprehensive assessment of the technical and financial 
needs of the Committee and translate them into a five-year operational 
programme designed/based on the priorities of the AU and its Members; 

• strengthen collaborative linkages with lake/river basins Niger, Zambezi, 
Nile, Senegal, Volta to create synergies;  

• encourage the current Chairman to take lead in piloting the role of CIFAA 
in the SADC region, through friends of CIFAA and subsequently see how 
it can be up scaled continent wide. 

PROPOSAL FOR TOPICS OF THE TWENTIETH SESSION  
  
25. The Committee suggested that the Agenda of the Twentieth Session could 

cover some of the following major topics: 
 

• E-commerce and fisheries market value chains of inland fisheries and 
aquaculture 

• progress on digitalization of inland fisheries and aquaculture in Africa; 
• aquatic animal health, biosecurity and environmental sustainability; 
• monitoring, Control and Surveillance in Inland Fisheries; 
• development and management of small pelagic fisheries (ref. SADC Think 

Tank Event);  
• certification and traceability in inland fisheries and aquaculture; 
• community Based approach to the governance of inland fisheries and 

aquaculture. The case of Lake Victoria. 
 
26. In consultation with the elected Chair of CIFAA, the Secretariat will identify the 

topics for discussion during the next Session. 

ELECTION OF THE BUREAU  

27. The Committee unanimously approved the nomination of Senegal as Chair of the 
Committee. United Republic of Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo were endorsed as first and second Vice-Chairs, respectively.  

DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTIETH SESSION  
  
28. The Committee noted the principle of having its next session Senegal subject to 

necessary approvals. CIFAA Secretariat will consult with Country authorities on the 
exact date and arrangements required to host CIFAA’s Twentieth Session.  

 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT  
  
29. The CIFAA Nineteenth Session Report was adopted on 2 December 2021.  
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OUVERTURE DE LA SESSION  
  
1. La dix-neuvième session du Comité des pêches continentales et de l'aquaculture 

d'Afrique (CPCAA) s'est tenue à Lilongwe, au Malawi, du 30 novembre au 
2 décembre 2021. Les participants internationaux ont assisté à la session à 
distance. Un total de 119 participants de 23 pays membres, 5 observateurs et le 
Secrétariat de la FAO ont assisté à la session. La liste des délégués, des 
observateurs et du secrétariat de la FAO se trouve à l'annexe B.   
 

2. Le Secrétaire du Comité a ouvert la session et a facilité la cérémonie d'ouverture, 
qui comprenait des remarques du Dr Friday Njaya, Président du Comité, du Dr 
Abebe Haile Gabriel, Directeur général adjoint/Représentant régional de la FAO 
pour l'Afrique, ainsi que le discours d'ouverture officiel de l'honorable Nancy Tembo, 
Ministre des forêts et des ressources naturelles du Malawi. 

 
3. Dr Friday a souhaité la bienvenue aux participants à la dix-neuvième session et a 

remercié le Gouvernement du Malawi pour son soutien à la session. Il a souligné 
l'importance des organismes régionaux de pêche (ORP) pour la gestion durable de 
la pêche continentale et de l'aquaculture. Le président a terminé en rappelant aux 
participants que le Malawi accueillait cette session pour la deuxième fois, la 
dernière ayant eu lieu à Blantyre en 1980, ce qui en fait un événement mémorable 
pour le Malawi. Le texte intégral de son discours figure à l'annexe C.  

 
4. Dr Abebe a souhaité la bienvenue aux délégués au nom de M. Qu Dongyu, 

Directeur général de la FAO. Il a exprimé la gratitude de la FAO au Gouvernement 
et au peuple du Malawi pour avoir accueilli la dix-neuvième session du CPCAA à la 
lumière des défis rencontrés en raison de la pandémie du syndrome respiratoire 
aigu sévère coronavirus 2 (covid-19). M. Abebe a en outre indiqué que le Conseil 
de la FAO a créé la CPCAA en reconnaissance de l'importance des pêches 
continentales et de l'aquaculture pour répondre aux besoins de milliards de 
personnes en termes de nutrition, de moyens de subsistance et de bien-être en 
Afrique et dans le reste du monde. Le texte intégral de son discours figure à 
l'annexe D.  

 
5. Au nom du Gouvernement et du peuple du Malawi, l'honorable Nancy Tembo a 

souhaité la bienvenue à tous les délégués.  Dans son discours d'ouverture, la 
Ministre a souligné la manière dont une coopération et des partenariats efficaces 
peuvent améliorer la contribution de la pêche et de l'aquaculture à la réalisation de 
la vision des gouvernements africains et des programmes de développement. 
L'honorable Ministre a également souligné le rôle potentiel de la pêche et de 
l'aquaculture dans l'amélioration des moyens de subsistance des communautés 
dans les pays africains, et dans la réalisation de plusieurs des objectifs de 
développement durable tels que :  l'élimination de la pauvreté (ODD 1), la faim zéro 
(ODD 2), l'eau propre et l'assainissement (ODD 6), la consommation et la 
production responsables (ODD 12), la vie sous l'eau (ODD 14) et la vie sur terre 
(ODD 15). Le texte intégral de son discours figure à l'annexe E.   
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ADOPTION DE L'ORDRE DU JOUR/CALENDRIER ET ORGANISATION DE LA 
SESSION  
 
6. L'ordre du jour de la CPCAA 19 a été présenté par le Président et a été adopté 

par le Comité. À la lumière des circonstances exceptionnelles causées par la 
pandémie de covid-19, les membres du Comité ont approuvé la manière suivante 
de procéder: 

 
i. la réunion virtuelle constitue une session régulière formelle du Comité;  
ii. les règles de procédure et les pratiques normales du Comité s'appliquent, 

sauf dans la mesure où une règle ou une pratique est incompatible avec la 
modalité virtuelle et/ou ne pourrait être respectée en raison des circonstances 
uniques, auquel cas ces règles ou pratiques seront suspendues à titre 
exceptionnel conformément à ces règles; 

iii. l'application de toute procédure spéciale ou modalité de travail modifiée qui 
pourrait être nécessaire au bon déroulement de la session. 

 
7. L'ordre du jour de la CPCAA 19 se trouve à l'annexe A.  
 
SUIVI DES ACTIVITÉS INTERSESSIONS SUR LES DÉCISIONS ET 
RECOMMANDATIONS DE LA DIX-HUITIÈME SESSION  
 
8. Le Secrétariat a attiré l'attention des délégués sur le document de travail 

CIFAA/XVIII/2021/2 décrivant les principales activités intersessions depuis la dix-
huitième session de la CIFAA tenue à Bamako (Mali) en 2019.  
 

9. Le Secrétariat de la CPCAA a fait état de ce qui suit: 
 

• La visibilité de la CPCAA, notamment la création d'un site web dédié: 
Une action a été initiée mais n'a pas beaucoup progressé en raison des 
contraintes financières du Secrétariat. Toutefois, sur le site web des organes 
régionaux des pêches de la FAO, il existe une page spéciale consacrée à la 
CPCAA: https://www.fao.org/fishery/rfb/cifaa/en 
 

• Point de l'ordre du jour relatif aux rapports des membres sur leurs 
activités nationales en matière de pêche continentale et d'aquaculture: 
Ce point était censé être à l'ordre du jour de la dix-neuvième session, mais 
étant donné que la session est pratiquement terminée pour la première fois, 
le Secrétariat a envisagé un ordre du jour plus léger.  
 

• Adhésion à l’ANAF: Le secrétariat de l’ANAF, initialement hébergé par la 
FAO, a été transféré et institutionnalisé au sein de UA-BIRA. UA-BIRA prévoit 
une réunion à laquelle tous les États membres de l'Union africaine seront 
invités et informés sur L’ANAF afin de susciter leur adhésion. Chaque pays 
deviendra membre en exprimant son intérêt selon la nouvelle règle de 
procédure. 
 

• Promotion de l'aquaculture numérique: En réponse à une demande de la 
dix-huitième session du CPCAA d'un PCT régional sur la numérisation et en 
raison de la baisse actuelle du budget de l'organisation, la FAO est en train de 
finaliser une lettre d'accord avec l'Université Rhodes, en Afrique du Sud, sur 

https://www.fao.org/fishery/rfb/cifaa/en
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le «soutien technique pour la promotion de la numérisation de l'aquaculture 
en Afrique». 
 

• Ateliers de sensibilisation aux directives SSF: en collaboration avec la 
Division des pêches et de l'aquaculture, des ateliers ont été organisés dans 
un certain nombre de pays, ainsi que des ateliers sous-régionaux et même 
régionaux en soutien à la Confédération africaine des organisations 
professionnelles de la pêche artisanale (CAOPA).  

 
10. Le Comité: 
 

• a noté les contraintes financières du Secrétariat et a exhorté le Bureau 
régional de la FAO pour l'Afrique à allouer davantage de fonds, dans le cadre 
de son budget de programme ordinaire, afin de mettre en œuvre plus 
efficacement les décisions et les recommandations du CPCAA; 
 

• a demandé au Secrétariat d'améliorer la communication du CPCAA, y compris 
les rapports périodiques, pendant les périodes intersessions, sur l'état de la 
mise en œuvre des décisions et des recommandations. 

  
MISE EN ŒUVRE DES DIRECTIVES SUR LA PÊCHE ARTISANALE ET 
COMMÉMORATION DE L’ANNÉE INTERNATIONALE DE LA PÊCHE ET DE 
L'AQUACULTURE ARTISANALES  
  
11. Le Secrétariat a présenté une vue d'ensemble du document CPCAA/XIX/2021/3 

sur la mise en œuvre des Directives volontaires pour assurer la durabilité des 
pêches à petite échelle dans le contexte de la sécurité alimentaire et de l'éradication 
de la pauvreté (les Directives SSF) et sur l'Année internationale de la pêche et de 
l'aquaculture artisanales  (AIPAA) 2022. 
 

12. Le Comité a convenu de: 
 

• continuer à soutenir la mise en œuvre des directives SSF parmi ses membres 
et encourager le développement des PAN-SSF; 

• soutenir le renforcement des organisations de pêche à petite échelle pour 
donner aux communautés de pêcheurs intérieurs une voix plus forte dans les 
processus décisionnels et politiques, en mettant l'accent sur les femmes et 
leurs organisations, y compris dans le contexte des plateformes d'acteurs non 
étatiques de l'Union africaine; 

• prendre en compte les résultats de l'étude Illuminer les récoltes cachées et 
s'en inspirer pour améliorer les méthodes et les capacités de collecte et 
d'analyse des données sur la pêche continentale à petite échelle, ainsi que 
l'application des informations générées; 

• promouvoir les commémorations de l'AIPAA 2022 parmi ses membres et 
encourager les gouvernements, les organisations et les partenaires à: 

 
- contribuer aux initiatives de l'AIPAA, telles que les histoires d'intérêt 

humain, et à enregistrer leurs événements sur le site web de l'AIPAA. 
- s'engager avec la FAO RAF pour faire avancer une feuille de route 

régionale pour les célébrations de l'AIPAA.  
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- envisager d'ajouter la CIFAA en tant que partisan de L'AIPAA sur le site 
web de l’AIPAA (sous réserve de l'organisation d'une initiative de l'AIPAA). 

 
 
LA NUMÉRISATION DE L'AQUACULTURE EN AFRIQUE 
 
13. Le Secrétariat a présenté le document de travail CPCAA/XIX/2021/4 et a noté que 

l'adaptation de solutions numériques habilitantes est essentielle pour la 
transformation des systèmes agroalimentaires, y compris le secteur de 
l'aquaculture. Le Secrétariat a en outre expliqué que la transformation numérique 
du secteur de l'aquaculture, telle que l'Internet des objets (LOA), qui utilise le big 
data, le cloud computing, l'apprentissage automatique de l'intelligence artificielle 
par le biais du contrôle à distance ou de l'intelligence artificielle des installations, 
des équipements et des machines aquacoles pour effectuer toutes les opérations 
de production et de gestion, a la capacité d'accroître la productivité et l'efficacité du 
secteur de l'aquaculture.  
 

14. En réponse à une demande de la dix-huitième session du CPCAA pour un projet 
régional sur la numérisation et aux contraintes budgétaires actuelles de 
l'organisation, la FAO est en train de finaliser une lettre d'accord avec l'Université 
Rhodes, en Afrique du Sud, sur le «soutien technique pour la promotion de la 
numérisation de l'aquaculture en Afrique». 

 
15. La Division des pêches et de l'aquaculture de la FAO, en collaboration avec d'autres 

bureaux, notamment le Bureau régional de la FAO pour l'Afrique (RAF), organise 
des ateliers d'experts pour analyser l'état du développement de l'aquaculture 
numérique, les pratiques et les lacunes en matière de diffusion et de mise à l'échelle 
parmi ses membres. La documentation des réussites et des technologies sera 
partagée au profit de toutes les parties prenantes. 

 
16. Le Comité a convenu de: 
 

• la nécessité d'établir le statut et le développement de l'aquaculture numérique 
en Afrique; 

• soutenir les programmes/projets régionaux et nationaux à venir et la mise en 
œuvre de l'aquaculture numérique; 

• encourager les membres à partager toute expérience nationale et régionale sur 
la numérisation de l'aquaculture; 

• fournir des conseils supplémentaires au secrétariat sur la façon de faire avancer 
le programme d'aquaculture numérique en Afrique. 

 
MEILLEURES PRATIQUES POUR AMÉLIORER LA SÉCURITÉ DES POISSONS 
ET RÉDUIRE LES PERTES DANS LES PÊCHES CONTINENTALES ET 
L'AQUACULTURE  
 
17. Le Secrétariat a présenté le document CPCAA/XIX/2021/6 sur la manière dont la 

FAO utilise des solutions multidimensionnelles et identifie les meilleures pratiques 
pour résoudre les problèmes dans le secteur du poisson après récolte. La FAO 
assure un accès équitable à des aliments sûrs et nutritifs et dans le cadre du 
programme-cadre de la FAO pour la promotion et la mise en œuvre des Directives 
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volontaires de la FAO pour une pêche durable à petite échelle dans le contexte 
de la sécurité alimentaire et de l'éradication de la pauvreté (Directives SSF).  
 

18. Les défis post-récolte auxquels sont confrontés les acteurs de la pêche à petite 
échelle ont fait l'objet de nombreux projets, programmes et investissements en 
Afrique visant à réduire les pertes et gaspillages alimentaires et à bénéficier aux 
femmes, qui dominent souvent les activités de transformation et de commerce.  

 
19. Les enseignements tirés de ces initiatives peuvent contribuer à éclairer les 

interventions futures visant à améliorer la sécurité alimentaire aquatique et les 
moyens de subsistance des acteurs de la pêche et de l'aquaculture à petite 
échelle, et notamment: 

 
• la conception, l'utilisation et la gestion des infrastructures, des technologies 

améliorées et de la valeur ajoutée; 
• l'exemple de l'utilisation des techniques de transformation Thiaroye de la FAO 

(FTT) qui améliore les conditions de travail et les moyens de subsistance des 
transformateurs tout en protégeant l'environnement; 

• le renforcement des chaînes de valeur locales du poisson pour l'alimentation 
scolaire et la nutrition comme point d'entrée vers une alimentation saine; 

• promouvoir la sécurité alimentaire des produits de la pêche et de l'aquaculture; 
et  

• sensibiliser et développer un cadre politique. 
 
20. Le Comité: 
 

• a noté le rôle du poisson en tant que source de protéines et de 
micronutriments pour lutter contre la malnutrition et assurer la sécurité 
nutritionnelle; 

• a reconnu l’importance de traiter les pertes et gaspillages alimentaires dans 
les chaînes de valeur du poisson en utilisant une approche de solution 
multidimensionnelle; 

• reconnu l'importance des normes de sécurité alimentaire; 
• renforcé l'engagement à aborder la perte et le gaspillage de nourriture et à 

promouvoir l'égalité des chances et les droits des femmes; 
• encouragé et approuvé l'utilisation des données et informations disponibles 

par les autorités gouvernementales et les parties prenantes concernées. 
 

ÉTUDE INDÉPENDANTE SUR LE COMITÉ DES PÊCHES CONTINENTALES ET 
DE L'AQUACULTURE POUR L’AFRIQUE  
 
21. Le Secrétariat a présenté au Comité les résultats d'une étude indépendante sur le 

CPCAA visant à développer des approches innovantes pour améliorer le 
fonctionnement du comité, y compris une analyse des avantages et des coûts des 
différentes approches (Doc. CPCAA/XIX/2021/6). 
 

22. L'étude a examiné les questions limitant l'efficacité de la CPCAA, en mettant en 
évidence les contraintes et les faiblesses, et a suggéré différentes approches pour 
renforcer la CPCAA en termes de pertinence et d'efficacité. 
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23. Au cours des débats qui ont suivi, les membres du Comité ont reconnu que l'étude 
était opportune et pertinente, notamment au vu des changements que 
l'environnement institutionnel de la CPCAA a connus depuis sa création. Ils ont 
salué les efforts déployés par la FAO pour maintenir la CPCAA en tant qu'organe 
régional des pêches intérieures et de l'aquaculture unique à l'échelle du continent, 
chargé de favoriser et de promouvoir la coopération régionale en matière de 
développement, de gestion, d'utilisation et de conservation des ressources 
halieutiques des eaux intérieures de l'Afrique. 

 
24. Tout en invitant le Secrétariat à poursuivre et à accroître les efforts pour la survie 

et l'efficacité accrue du Comité, les membres ont convenu de: 
 

• maintenir le CPCAA dans le cadre de l'Acte constitutif de la FAO avec un statut 
et un règlement intérieur améliorés; 

• travailler en étroite collaboration avec l'UA et les CER pour aligner le rôle du 
Comité sur les cadres stratégiques tels que l'Agenda 2063 de l'UA, le Cadre 
politique et la Stratégie de réforme de l'UA pour la pêche et l'aquaculture en 
Afrique, le Cadre stratégique de la FAO, etc; 

• réaliser une évaluation complète des besoins techniques et financiers du 
Comité et les traduire en un programme opérationnel quinquennal conçu/basé 
sur les priorités de l'UA et de ses membres; 

• renforcer les liens de collaboration avec les bassins des lacs/fleuves Niger, 
Zambèze, Nil, Sénégal, Volta pour créer des synergies;  

• encourager le président actuel à prendre l'initiative de piloter le rôle de la 
CPCAA dans la région de la CDAA, par le biais des amis de la CPCAA et voir 
ensuite comment il peut être élargi à l'échelle du continent. 

 
PROPOSITION DE THÈMES POUR LA VINGTIÈME SESSION  
  
25. Le Comité a suggéré que l'ordre du jour de la vingtième session pourrait couvrir 

certains des principaux sujets suivants: 
 

• le commerce électronique et les chaînes de valeur du marché des pêches 
intérieures et de l'aquaculture; 

• les progrès de la numérisation des pêches continentales et de l'aquaculture 
en Afrique; 

• la santé des animaux aquatiques, biosécurité et durabilité environnementale; 
• le suivi, contrôle et surveillance dans les pêches continentales; 
• le développement et gestion des pêches de petits pélagiques (réf. CDAA 

Événement de réflexion);  
• la certification et traçabilité dans la pêche continentale et l'aquaculture; 
• l’approche communautaire de la gouvernance de la pêche continentale et de 

l'aquaculture. Un cas du Lac Victoria. 
 
26. En consultation avec le président élu du CPCAA, le Secrétariat identifiera les 

sujets de discussion de la prochaine session. 
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ÉLECTION DU BUREAU  
  
27. Le Comité a approuvé à l'unanimité la nomination du Sénégal à la présidence du 

Comité. La République-Unie de Tanzanie et la République démocratique du 
Congo ont été approuvées comme premier et second vice-présidents, 
respectivement.  

 
DATE ET LIEU DE LA VINGTIÈME SESSION  
  
28. Le Comité a noté le principe de tenir sa prochaine session au Sénégal sous 

réserve des approbations nécessaires. Le Secrétariat de la CPCAA consultera les 
autorités du pays sur la date exacte et les dispositions requises pour accueillir la 
vingtième session de la CPCAA.  

 
ADOPTION DU RAPPORT  
  
29. Le rapport de la dix-neuvième session de la CPCAA a été adopté le 2 décembre 

2021. 
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APPENDIX A 
AGENDA 

 

Agenda items and timing hours are GMT.  

 Documents 
TUESDAY, 30 NOVEMBER 2021 
 
08.00:  Registration, Virtual Lobby 
08.30–09.30: Opening Session 
 
1. Opening Statements 
 

Remarks from the Secretary of the CIFAA 
Remarks from the Chairman of the CIFAA 
Statement by the FAO Assistant Director General and Regional Representative for Africa 
Official opening address by the Minister of Forestry and Natural Resources   

  
09.30–10.00: Group photo and Coffee break 
 
10.00–12.00: Adoption of the Agenda and follow up on decisions of the 18th session 
 
2. Adoption of the agenda and arrangement for the Session  
3. Introduction of the participants  
4. Follow-up of intersessional activities on decisions and recommendations of the eighteenth 

session         CIFAA/XIX/2021/1 
5. Discussions 

 
12.00–13.00: Lunch 
 
13.00–15.00: Technical session 
 
6. Implementation of SSF Guidelines and commemoration of IYAFA  CIFAA/XIX/2021/2  
7. Digitization of aquaculture in Africa            CIFAA/XIX/2021/3  
 
WEDNESDAY, 1 DECEMBER 2021 
 
08.00–12.00: Technical session (continued) 

 
8. Best practices for improved fish safety and loss reduction in inland fisheries and 

aquaculture - ANFTS 2021       CIFAA/XIX/2021/4  
Health break (15 minutes)        

9. An Independent Study on innovative approaches for an improved functioning of CIFAA 
          CIFAA/XIX/2021/5   

10. Discussions    
 
12.00–13.00: Lunch 
 
13.00–15.00: Technical session (continued) 
 
11. An Independent study on CIFAA strategic re-orientation (cont.)   
12. Proposal for the topics of the 20th session 
13. Any other matters 
14. Election of the Bureau 
15. Dates and venue of the 20th session 
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THURSDAY, 2 DECEMBER 2021 
 
09.00–13.00 
 
Report writing 
 
13.00–14.00: Lunch 
 
14.00–15.30: Closing session 
 
16. Adoption of the report 
17. Closing remarks 
 
  



17 
 

 
 

ANNEXE A 
 

ORDRE DU JOUR 
 
 
Points de l'ordre du jour provisoire et calendrier (Horaires GMT) 

   Documents  
 
MARDI 30 NOVEMBRE 2021 
 
08 h 00:  Enregistrement, Lobby virtuel  
 
 8 h 30-9 h 30: Ouverture de la session  
 
1.Déclarations d'ouverture 
 
Remarques du Secrétaire de la CPCAA  
Remarques du Président de la CPCAA  
Déclaration du Sous-Directeur général de la FAO et Représentant régional pour l'Afrique 
Discours d'ouverture officiel du Ministre des forêts et des ressources naturelles   

 
09 h 30-10 h 00: Photo de groupe et pause-café 
 
10 h 00-12 h 00: Adoption de l'ordre du jour et suivi des décisions de la dix-huitième 
session 
 
2. Adoption de l'ordre du jour et organisation de la session  
3. Présentation des participants  
4. Suivi des activités intersessions sur les décisions et recommandations de la dix-huitième 
session         CPCAA/XIX/2021/1 
5. Discussions 

 
12 h 00-13 h 00: Déjeuner 
 
13 h 00-15 h 00:  Points techniques 
 
6. Mise en œuvre des directives du SSF et commémoration de IYAFA CPCAA/XIX/2021/2  
7. Numérisation de l'aquaculture en Afrique     CPCAA/XIX/2021/3  
 
MERCREDI 1er DÉCEMBRE 2021 
 
08:00-12:00 Points techniques (suite) 
8. Meilleures pratiques pour améliorer la sécurité sanitaire du poisson et réduire les pertes 
dans les pêches continentales et l'aquaculture - ANFTS 2021   CPCAA/XIX/2021/4   
 
Pause santé (15 minutes)          
 
9. Étude indépendante sur les approches innovantes pour un meilleur fonctionnement de la 
CPCAA         CPCAA/XIX/2021/5   
10. Discussions       
 
12 h 00-13 h 00: Déjeuner 
 
13 h 00-15 h 00:Point techniques (suite) 
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11. Étude indépendante sur la réorientation stratégique de la CPCAA (suite)     
12. Proposition des thèmes de la vingtième session 
13. Autres questions 
14. Election du Bureau 
15. Dates et lieu de la vingtième session 
 
JEUDI 2 DÉCEMBRE 2021 
 
09 h 00-13 h 00 
 
Rédaction du rapport 
 
13 h 00-14 h 00: Déjeuner 
 
14 h 00-15 h 30: Session de clôture 
 
16. Adoption du rapport 
17. Remarques de clôture 
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BURKINA FASO  
 
Hon. YERBANGA, Tegwendé Modeste 
Ministre des pêches  
Ministère des ressources animales et 
halieutiques 
 
ZERBO, Henri 
Directeur général des ressources 
halieutiques 
Ministère des ressources animales et 
halieutiques 
 
SAWADOGO, Philippe 
Directeur de la pêche 
Ministère des ressources animales et 
halieutiques 
 
DAH, Sintouma 
Directrice de l’aquaculture 
Ministère des ressources animales et 
halieutiques 
 
ZOMA, Solange Marie Emeline 
Directrice de la valorisation des produits 
halieutiques 
Ministère des ressources animales et 
halieutiques 
 
BOUDA, Wendyam Armel 
Conseiller Technique 
Ministère des ressources animales et 
halieutiques 
 
MAIGA, Adama  
Directeur général des services vétérinaires 
Ministère des ressources animales et 
halieutiques 
 
BURUNDI  
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APPENDIX C/ANNEXE C 
(This content is available only in the original language of delivery) 

 
 

SPEECH BY FRIDAY NJAYA, DIRECTOR FISHERIES, REPUBLIC OF MALAWI  
AND CHAIR OF 2021 CIFAA  

 
 

• The Minister of Forestry and Natural Resources, Honorable Nancy Tembo, MP, who is 
also our Guest of Honor 

• The Secretary of CIFAA who is also Regional Senior Fisheries and Aquaculture Officer 
based at FAO Regional Office for Africa, Mr. Ndiaga Gueye  

• FAO Resident Representative (Malawi Office), Dr Zhijun Chen and all FAO Staff 
• Member Nations 
• Government officials 
• Regional Economic Committees 
• Regional fisheries bodies 
• Observers  
• Members of the Press 
• Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 

 
Good morning 
 
Let me welcome you to this nineteenth  Session of the Committee on Inland Fisheries and 
Aquaculture in Africa (CIFAA). It is exciting that Malawi is hosting this event for the second 
time.  
 
Let me in a special way, let me welcome our Guest of Honor to this event. We know how busy 
you are, Honorable Minister, knowing that the Parliamentary Session has been underway for 
some weeks now. Your presence Honorable Minister demonstrates your commitment towards 
the fisheries sector at national, regional and global levels.  
 
Honorable Minister and Distinguished Delegates, the FAO Regional Office for Africa, with 
the Republic of Malawi, are hosting this session – with some participants attending the session 
here physically and others online. This session is open to all member Nations of the 
Committee, Specialized Agencies and Observers. 
 
We expect to have technical sessions that will, among others, include the digitization of 
aquaculture in Africa, best practices for improved fish safety and loss reduction in inland 
fisheries and aquaculture, and innovative approaches for an improved functioning of the 
CIFAA.   

Honorable Minister and Distinguished Delegates, as we may recall, the Committee for 
Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa (CIFAA) is a regional fisheries advisory body 
established by the FAO Council in 1971 under Article VI, Paragraph 2 of the FAO Constitution. 
The 2007 amendment decreed the inclusion of aquaculture, recognizing its importance to 
Africa, and changed the name to Committee for Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa 
(CIFAA). Later on, the main objective was extended to address emerging socio-cultural and 
economic concerns such as biodiversity conservation, climate change, pressure on resources 
and sustainability. 



27 
 

 
 

Honorable Minister and Distinguished Delegates, we may be aware that the African 
fisheries are under threat from among others, effects of climate change, anthropogenic 
influences, weak governance and policy implementation as well as food safety concerns. 
These all require multifaceted and coordinated approach among governments and all actors 
in the value chains for sustainable social-economic benefits 

Honorable Minister, as we are aware, the main objective of the Committee is to promote the 
development of inland fisheries and aquaculture in Africa while its purpose is to promote, 
coordinate and assist national and regional fishery surveys and research designed to rationally 
utilize inland fishery resources; to assist Members in establishing the scientific basis for 
regulatory and other measures; to assist in the development of aquaculture and stock 
improvement; to promote the use of the most effective fishing craft, gear and techniques; to 
encourage education and training; and to assist Members in formulating programmes to help 
achieve the objectives as highlighted in the statutes. 

Honorable Minister and Distinguished Delegates, in terms of Membership the Committee 
consists of African Members and Associate Members selected by the Director-General on the 
basis of their active interest in inland fishery and aquaculture development in Africa and on 
their potential contribution to the effective discharge of the functions of the Committee. 
Currently there are 37 Members  Nations of FAO. 

Honorable Minister and Distinguished Delegates, as I indicated earlier, Malawi last held 
the Fourth session of CIFAA in 1980 in Blantyre, and therefore the nineteenth  session brings 
another remarkable event. This is indeed a memorable occasion to the Malawian nation.  

Let us participate actively and make contributions that will benefit our fisheries and aquaculture 
sub-sectors.   

With these remarks, I thank you all for your attention 
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APPENDIX D/ANNEXE D 
(This content is available only in the original language of delivery) 

 
 

SPEECH BY ABEBE HAILE GABRIEL, FAO ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL  
AND REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR AFRICA 

 
 

• Honorable Minister of Forestry and Natural Resources, Malawi, 
• Ministers, 
• The Permanent Secretary, Minister of Forestry and Natural Resources, Malawi, 
• The Chairperson of the Committee, 
• Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues, 
• Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
 
 
It is a pleasure to be among you today at this auspicious meeting of your Committee (CIFAA). 
On behalf of the FAO Director-General, Qu Dongyu, I would like to express FAO’s gratitude to 
the Government and people of Malawi for accepting to host this meeting and for the provided 
during its preparation.  
 
Distinguished delegates, 
  
Thank you for your positive response to our invitation. Today, we will inform you of the effort 
made in serving you through your Committee and we expect you to review achievements and 
what should be done in future.  
 
The importance of inland fisheries and aquaculture cannot be emphasized to meeting the 
needs of billions of people in terms of food, nutrition, livelihoods, health and general well-being 
within and across nations in Africa. To that effect CIFAA was established by the FAO Council 
in 1971 under Article VI-2 of the FAO Constitution.  
 
It represents a continent-wide Regional Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Body working to 
foster and promote international cooperation in the development, management, utilization, and 
conservation of fisheries resources of inland waters of Africa and sustainable development of 
aquaculture in Member Nations.  
 
The Committee has achieved much since its creation, but its performance has not been 
satisfactory to its Members. Overtime during previous committee meetings, Members have 
been obsessed with the ability of the Committee to provide services effectively, engage in 
more activities and create partnerships with other Regional Fisheries Bodies (RFB), Regional 
Economic Groups (REG) and the private sector.  
 
 
Members recently suggested that its role and performance as a regional fishery body be re-
examined. Thus, to that effect, the FAO Regional office for Africa has commissioned an 
independent review study on the CIFAA to develop innovative approaches in support of an 
improved functioning of the committee, including an analysis of the benefits and costs of the 
different approaches.  
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As you will be hearing in the presentations and discussions over the next three days, the 
findings of the independent review study to develop innovative approaches in support 
of an improved functioning of CIFAA, including an analysis of the benefits and costs of the 
different approaches will be one of the highlights of the present Session. It is the hope of 
the CIFAA Secretariat that the report has been examined in depth by your respective 
Nations.  
 
The findings from this study, informs a possible strategic reorientation of CIFAA to facilitate 
development of sustainable inland fisheries and aquaculture in Africa to meet the national, 
regional and international obligations set out in the relevant agreements and instruments. 
 
As consistent participation, especially of high-level representatives, has been an outstanding 
issue of CIFAA, it is encouraging to note the participation in this session which is being held 
for the first time in virtual of enough member states for a quorum and of high-level officials, 
particularly Honorable Ministers. This is critical as decisions about the future of CIFAA will 
need to be taken and it should be discussed and decided by as many Member Nations as 
possible.  
 
As you may already know most of the fisheries from CIFAA Nations comprise small scale 
fisheries, FAO has continued its efforts in supporting implementation of the SSF Guidelines at 
country and regional levels specifically:   
 

1. development of national plans of action (SSF NPOA) in Namibia, Senegal, United 
Republic of Tanzania and Madagascar; 

2. gender equitable and climate resilient food systems and livelihoods through supporting 
women actors in small scale post-harvest sector in five nations (Ghana, Malawi, Sierra 
Leone, United Republic of Tanzania and Uganda); 

3. regional studies on best practices, fish feed, mapping of organizations and capacity 
needs and gender transformative training; 

4. partnering with AU in the establishment of the Non-Sate Actors platforms in the different 
regional communities and at continental level in fisheries and aquaculture.  

5. Illuminating Harvest Study – assessing the social, environmental, economic and 
governance importance of marine and inland small-scale fisheries. 
    

Honorable Ministers,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
The few sessions of the Conference of African Ministers of Fisheries and Aquaculture 
recognize the immense contribution of inland fisheries and aquaculture to economic,  nutrition 
and food security in Africa and advocate that the CIFAA Members continue with a more 
functional and effective CIFAA to support sustainable management of the resources 
 
I would like to remind you that we, as the Secretariat, cannot do much without your trust and 
support. This is not taken for granted and we worked hard enough for you to maintain the trust. 
You have to now strengthen the support by taking concrete decisions here on the future of 
your Committee, which will help in transforming the CIFAA objectives into reality in the region.  
 
Please note that FAO is able and willing to work for you, and we await your guidance.  
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Honorable Ministers,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Before closing, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that next year 2022 has been 
declared by the United Nations General Assembly as the International Year of Artisanal 
Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA), which will be with many events throughout the year. The 
year has been launched the by Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United nations, the lead Agency designated to coordinate the celebrations on 19 
November 2021, and you can find more about it on the FAO website. To make the most of this 
opportunity, it is time to think creatively, join hands and start making plans for how to make 
IYAFA2022 a memorable year.  
 
With that, I would like to end by wishing you a fruitful workshop. I am confident that the dialogue 
among the participating NSA, institutions and development partners will benefit largely, the 
African fisheries community in the very broad sense. 
 
Thank you! 
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APPENDIX E/ANNEXE E 
(This content is available only in the original language of delivery) 

  
 

OFFICIAL OPENING SPEECH HONOURABLE NANCY TEMBO,  
MINISTER OF FORESTRY AND NATURAL RESOURCES, REPUBLIC OF MALAWI 

 
 

• The Secretary of CIFAA who is also FAO Representative for African Region, Mr 
Ndiaga Gueye  

• FAO Deputy Resident Representative (Malawi Office), Mr. James Okoth and all FAO 
Staff 

• Director of Fisheries and all Government Officials 
• Delegates from CIFAA Member States 
• Representatives from Regional Economic Committees 
• Representatives from regional fisheries bodies 
• Observers from various organizations  
• Members of the Press 
• Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 

 
It is my privilege and honor, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Malawi, to host 
and officially open this auspicious nineteenth  Session of the Committee for Inland Fisheries 
and Aquaculture of Africa (CIFAA). Let me start by welcoming you all to this Session which 
will provide an opportunity for us to demonstrate that fisheries and aquaculture remain 
important for the social and economic development of the CIFAA Member States.  
 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, this meeting is indeed a landmark event 
for the CIFAA Member States, as it underscores the vision of our governments, in placing 
fisheries and aquaculture at the forefront of the development agendas. As we are aware, 
fisheries and aquaculture have the potential, if well supported and sustainably developed in a 
regulated and environmentally sensitive manner, to contribute significantly to improving the 
well-being of the poor and disadvantaged communities in developing Nations and to 
achievement of several of the Sustainable Development Goals, especially those related to No 
Poverty (SDG 1), Zero Hunger (SDG 2), Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG 6), Responsible 
Consumption and Production (SDG 12), Life Below Water (SDG 14); and Life on Land (SDG 
15).  
 
Distinguished Delegates, at national and regional level, Malawi has developed and 
domesticated some regional and global instruments and agreements that support sustainable 
utilization of fisheries resources and aquaculture development. We have the following policies 
and strategies: 

• National Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy of 2016; 
• National Aquaculture Strategy (2021-2031), which is aligned to the Sustainable 

Development Goals, SADC Protocol and Fisheries and the Malawi 2063 agenda; and 
the 

• National Aquaculture Strategic Plan (2021-2031), which I officially launched last 
week,25 November 2021. 
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Distinguished Delegates, earlier this year, I officially launched the FAO Voluntary Guidelines 
on Small-Scale Fisheries and with support from various development partners we are 
implementing some projects in selected districts along Lake Malawi focusing on women 
empowerment along the fish value chain. 
 
On behalf of the Government of Malawi, in June 2021 I also signed the SADC Charter on the 
establishment of the Monitoring, Surveillance and Control Coordination Centre to be based in 
Maputo Mozambique. This Centre will build capacity in MCS activities among the SADC 
Member States. 
 
Malawi has also adopted the Ecosystem-based Fisheries Management approach with capacity 
building activities among various stakeholders on-going. We recognize the need to manage 
fisheries resources by focusing on governance, human well-being and ecosystem well-being. 
Actually, we appreciate the Lilongwe Principles on Ecosystem Based Approach in the 
management of our natural resources. 
 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, just last week, we had a Think Tank event 
on Fish in Nutritious and Healthy Agri-Food Systems in the African Great Lakes Region.  
It was a side event alongside the Fifth SADC Industrialisation and Exhibition Week that was 
officially opened by the President of Mozambique, His Excellency Filipe Jacinto Nyusi on 
22 November 2021 here in Lilongwe. It particularly centred on the recognition of the 
contribution of the small pelagic fisheries to human nutrition within the African Great Lakes 
Region. The Think Tank Event also provided an opportunity for Southern African Development 
Community, (SADC), East African Community (EAC) and the Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (COMESA) to reflect on the impacts of fisheries and aquaculture measures 
that Governments and partners have put in place on food, nutrition and livelihoods. 
 
Therefore this nineteenth  Session of CIFAA is being held at an opportune time for Malawi and 
other Nations within the African Great Lakes Region, as it will concretise some policy 
measures recommended during the Think Tank event on agri-food systems, livelihoods and 
fisheries management measures based on recent and on-going fisheries and aquaculture 
developments.  We had an expectation that this CIFAA Session could have been conducted 
physically but due to the ongoing threat of COVID-19 pandemic, it was agreed with FAO to 
hold it as a hybrid.  
 
Distinguished Delegates, as we know, the Committee for Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture 
of Africa is a regional fisheries advisory body established by the FAO Council in 1971 under 
Article VI, Paragraph 2 of the FAO Constitution. The 2007 amendment decreed the inclusion 
of aquaculture, recognizing its importance to Africa, and changed the name to Committee for 
Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa (CIFAA). The change was endorsed by the FAO 
Council during its Hundred and Thirty-Third Session, Rome, 14-16 November 2007. Later on, 
the main objective was extended to address emerging socio-cultural and economic concerns 
such as biodiversity conservation, climate change, pressure on resources and sustainability.  
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On our part, the Government of Malawi through the Malawi 2063, has undertaken some 
measures to ensure coherent policy making process. Through the Fisheries Conservation and 
Management Act of 1997, we have undertaken to prioritise conservation so that we can 
optimise utilisation for food. The piece of legislation also makes provisions for fishing 
communities to partner with the Government in the management of fisheries resources. In this 
regard, fish-dependent communities have been given ownership and responsibility for 
stewardship of the resources, in line with the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Small-scale 
Fisheries.  
 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, climate change is one of the challenges 
for fisheries in Africa. Therefore, Nations in the region need to urgently institute adaptive 
management measures, within the framework of an Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries. I am 
therefore pleased to report that Malawi’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC), which 
were presented at the COP26, have demonstrated the commitment of the Government of 
Malawi to meet its obligations towards addressing the challenges of climate change in 
fisheries.  This will be achieved by putting in place specific strategies to increase access to, 
and overcoming barriers to the adoption of climate smart technologies in fisheries and 
aquaculture. 
 
Distinguished Delegates, in addition, we are aligning all our policies and strategies to the 
Malawi 2063 development blueprint, especially on agricultural productivity and 
commercialization; industrialization; and  wealth creation pillars. Our aim is to sustainably 
develop aquaculture and restore declined fisheries resources by recognizing the role of other 
sectors like tourism, transport, agriculture, water, environment and rural development within 
an ecosystem based fisheries management approach. 
 
 
Distinguished Delegates, before I end my speech, let me remind you that the United Nations 
General Assembly has declared 2022 the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (IYAFA 2022). I am, therefore, pleased to report that we need to take advantage 
to recognise this Session as part of our preparatory process for the IYAFA 2022.  
 
Distinguished Delegates, allow me to thank FAO who have assisted us in organizing this 
Session.  
 
Distinguished Delegates, it is my singular honor and pleasure to declare the nineteenth  
Session of the Committee for Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa officially open.  
 
I thank you for your attention.  
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This document is the report of the Nineteenth session of the Committee for Inland 
Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa (CIFAA), conducted in Lilongwe, Malawi, from 
30 November to 2 December 2021. A total of 19 delegates from 23 member Nations, 
5 observers and the FAO CIFAA Secretariat participated in the session. The session 

covered the key topics on: follow-up of the intersessional activities on the decisions and 
recommendations of the Eighteenth session; implementation of the voluntary guidelines 

to ensure Sustainability of Artisanal Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and 
Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) and commemoration of International Year of 

Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA); digitalization of Aquaculture in Africa; best 
practices for improved fish safety and loss reduction in inland fisheries and aquaculture; 
findings from the independent study on CIFAA strategic re-orientation and proposals on 

topics for the twentieth session. 
 
 

Ce document est le rapport de la dix-neuvième session du Comité des pêches 
continentales et de l'aquaculture d'Afrique (CPCAA), qui s'est tenue à Lilongwe (Malawi) 

du 30 novembre au 2 décembre 2021. Un total de 19 délégués de 23 pays membres, 
5 observateurs et FAO Secrétariat du CPCAA ont participé à la session. La session a 

couvert les principaux sujets suivants: le suivi des activités intersessions sur les 
décisions et recommandations de la dix-huitième session; la mise en œuvre des 

directives volontaires pour assurer la durabilité de la pêche artisanale dans le contexte 
de la sécurité alimentaire et de l'éradication de la pauvreté (directives SSF) et la 

commémoration de l'Année internationale de la pêche artisanale et de l'aquaculture 
(AIPAA); la numérisation de l'aquaculture en Afrique; les meilleures pratiques pour 

améliorer la sécurité sanitaire du poisson et la réduction des pertes dans les pêches 
continentales et l'aquaculture; les conclusions de l'étude indépendante sur la 

réorientation stratégique de la CPCAA et les propositions de sujets  
pour la vingtième session. 
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