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January S5th, 1912,

Hon. Marchese Raflfaele Gappelld, .
prosident Internationad Institute of Agricultuxe,
Rome .
Dear Mr. Presidentis
1 have the honor fo present the following remaxks on the
Q!Fsubseot of advertisenents in the Inghitute's publications, and ask you %o
place the nahter on the order of the day oi the £1rst meeting this month
of the Permanant Commifiee.
| " when fthe question of making a contract with an advertising agent forx
sdvertisements to be inserfed in the Instiftute's Bullefing Was up, vou will
yemember that I placed aseveral nrotests againsl auch a contract hefore the
Pirst Qommiﬁeinn and hafore the Permanent Gommittea. ’
The fLirsh advertiaamenta,&pyeéring 4n the Insfitute'’s 9ublicaﬁians fhat
O, came %o my notice wexe in the Decemher mumber of the English m‘iitién of the
rpulietin of Agriculiural statisties", upon which I wi 11 comnment later.

At the Permanent Commifttee meefing of uareh 26%h 1911, I pointed out
the danger of any sdvertiping arrangement, and suggested fthat hefore any
decision was arrived at, fthe Preﬁiﬁeht should aommnicate with the follow_
ing journals, asking their @niniah pefore proceeding further in the natter:
the "Pribuna" (Rome), the “Tageblétt“ (Bﬁrlin); the "Times" (lLonden), and
the "Evening Postt (Hew Yoxk).

The Gommittee fhen declded to refer the matter back fo the Firsfh Com
migsion. As I was not a member of that Cormission, 1 sent a protest on the

subject to ifs President, sr. &e Mikdos, part of which I will quote:
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"The Institute is not & nrivete publishing eompany, but & Government
Institute, baeckad hy the auﬁhariﬁy and atanding of 48 GovernmentB..a.."
nThe Institute is supporied hy the econtrihutions of &1l the adhering coun_
tries, and therefore has no right to 1end the weight of i%s authority fo
advertising...." "It 1s a misfake %o suppose that the Institute can free
4t self from rasvonsahility for the adverfisaements in i%s publications Wy °
pr:lntinL o statement o that sffeat; the sdvertisements will always he giv_
en on the ground that the moral weight of 48 Governments is hehind the In
stitute, and the puhlle will, likewise, aftach that weight %o them"..-;"The
Institute has no moral right to indireetly involve the responsability of
the adhering Governments in a scheme whiaﬁzgzge very unpleasant aspects?,

Andg now let us see what the advertisements are whioh appear in the
Decambéz\Bnllﬁtin. There ave two of them; one of an oil=engine, which
 Beens innocent enough, snd so we will paes Fhat hy. The other ig headed
"4 new Industry", bheing an adverfisement of the "Cood Vaste Distilleries G°
of Wheeling, West Virginia, U.8.4.%", and i1 evidende i8 required that &
gcheme of advertising "is dangerous® it may be had in this adverftisement,
{wnhich, as yvou will see, 4Aiflers in the Inglish edifion from the form in
which 1% appears in the Franch),

I£ 1 remd fhis advertiseent correctly, it is a proposal for Turnish

ot Uin i

ing the mublie with hooks an&Aﬁwnavafua wherehy sny farmex, anyone, will he
gble to raake waoamalaqhol. and out of this wood=aleohol make concootions of
"apple=jack", "agardiente” (& Mexican whiskdy) "Meseal", "Peaoh hrandy®,
ste,, efe., sfo.
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A is well knnwﬁ. wood=alcohol 1s not merely poisonous hut is a d«ag_
1y poison; and can the Internationsl Institute of Agriculture iend'itsalf
to advertising such & scheme? If I have rightly understood this aﬁvartisgh
ment, the ferm "irmmoxal" is hardly strong enough %o characterise 4it; the
way in which 7 understand it, it seeme %0 me to he nothing short of erimi
ﬁ!D?nal. Should the oproper authorifies in the United States take the same
view that I deo of fhie advertisemenf 1% would, Iihelieve. end in the axraﬁﬁ
and imprisomment of the Wood Vaste Distillexry G°, A% all ewents, 4if so
constyruad, the Post 0ffice authorities of the Unifed States would surely
prohibit the carriage of the Institute's publicafions containing such an
advertisement fthrough the Unifed States mail.

In view of the above I would request fthat voun suSPend the publicati
on of fhia advertisement until the Permanent Commitftee has had an opportu
Q!ﬁnity of deet dﬁng on fhis point, and I musf ohject to any of there adver
tisements going fo the United States. As I have stated, at the next neet
ing of the Permanent Commiffea I 8hall hring this matter wp, and propose

that the Comittes either caneel the contiract for KQVﬂrfisamenfs with fhﬁ

agent, oxr order the withdrawal of this partioular adverfiisement, or cease

the publication o e in that portion of the Institute's publications

which goes %0 the United States,
‘With high esteen, I anm,
Yours very sincerelyw

Coge .

P,8, I am sending a cony of this lefter to Mr, de Miklos, I enclose ad
vertisement, please read marked DERBRERD, o
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