Food and Agr
Og tgfth
United Natio

o

§m: _
40 ';;

SUMMARY OF @
THE REGIONAL
' VIRTUAL LEARNING |
CENTER ACTIVITIES
‘ IN EUROPE AND |
CENTRAL ASIA AS OF
1 JULY 2025

B/

\—

ha
B

® .



Summary of the regional Virtual Learning Center activities as of
1 July 2025

Dear Training Focal Points,
Dear colleagues,

The Regional Virtual Learning Center (VLC) for Europe and Central Asia of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) is delighted to share its fifth biannual newsletter. This edition provides an overview of
online courses delivered during the first half of 2025, upcoming training opportunities for the reminder of the year,
and other VLC developments.

Delivered courses (first half of 2025):

Tackling Food Loss and Waste throughout the value chain: Pilot in English (March—April
2025, 171 participants from 11 countries). This regionally adapted 4-week course hosted
a wide range of participants from various sectors, including primary production,
processing, distribution, retail, catering, restaurants, hotels, extension services, industry
associations (producers, retailers, processors, and others), chambers of commerce,
academia, civil society, and government, including food safety authority. That offered

practical tools to identify, measure, and reduce food loss and waste within their
operations.

Zoonoses for Field Veterinarians: Pilot in English (April-May 2025, 383 participants
from 43 countries). Developed by FAO in collaboration with the Autonomous University
of Barcelona and the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, this course was
designed for field and official veterinarians involved in the detection and response to
zoonotic diseases, thus protecting public health by reducing the risk of human
transmission. The course is accredited by the Veterinary Continuing Education in Europe
(VetCEE) with 0.5 ECTS credits.

Introduction to One Health in Ukrainian (June—July 2025, 487 participants from

Ukraine). Adapted from the English version (delivered in early 2024), the course was
. delivered by the Quadripartite: FAO, the World Health Organization (WHO), the

World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and the United Nations Environment
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y.v Programme (UNEP). Similarly, participants were nominated from human health,

animal health, food safety and environmental health (including wildlife) sectors.

Newly launched course:

Introduction to One Health in English This self-paced and self-enrolment course
raises awareness of the One Health approach and explores how interconnected

global challenges such as climate change, biodiversity loss, and emerging diseases
can be addressed collaboratively.



https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/course/index.php?categoryid=6
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/for-the-first-time--fao-offers-regional-virtual-learning-course-on-tackling-food-loss-and-waste/en
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/virtual-training-for-veterinarians-aids-in-the-reporting-and-prevention-of-zoonoses/en
https://www.vetcee.eu/
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/course/view.php?id=246
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/admin/tool/custompage/view.php?id=96

Upcoming courses (second half of 2025):

Tutored courses:

Zoonoses for Field Veterinarians Course in
Russian. Scheduled for September—October
2025, this is an adaptation of the original English
course aimed at strengthening the capacity of
field veterinarians to manage zoonoses.

Peste des Petits Ruminants Preparedness in
English. Targeting veterinarians and animal
health workers, this course supports national
preparedness and global eradication efforts. A
translation of the course into Russian will follow.
It is scheduled for delivery in September-
October 2025.

Management of Animal Brucellosis in English.
Currently under development and planned for
November 2025, this course will equip
veterinary professionals with the essential
knowledge, skills, and tools to effectively
prevent and control this high-priority endemic
zoonosis, using a One Health perspective. A
translation of the course into Russian and
Turkish will follow.

Open access courses: Unlike tutored courses, these self-directed courses can be accessed to anyone and at any time.
All of those addressed to veterinarians, as their tutored versions, will be accredited by VetCEE.

Getting to know Green Agriculture in English.
The course introduces the concept of Green
Agriculture (GA), guiding learners from theory to
its practical implementation. It is structured into
four sessions, each released progressively from
August to October 2025. The course is intended
for professionals in agriculture, agrifood systems
or related fields; farmers; and rural or indigenous
communities interested in sustainable
agricultural practices. It is also relevant to
government officials working in the agricultural
and agrifood sector, distributors and retailers
involved along the agrifood value chain, and
consumers seeking to understand green
agriculture and sustainable agrifood systems.
Representatives of academia, including
professors and students, may also benefit from
taking this course.

Improving Ruminant Biosecurity in English,
Russian and Turkish.

This course is a self-directed adaptation of the
tutored-format trainings delivered in 2024. It
focuses on biosecurity measures to prevent the
introduction and spread of pathogens at any point
in time. The course is designed for private and
official veterinarians working with cattle, sheep or
goats, as well as personnel employed in the dairy
or beef industries and those responsible for farm-
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Introduction to African Swine Fever in Serbian.

Originally available in English, this course was
translated into Serbian to respond to the
dynamics and spread of the disease in the
Balkans. The Serbian version aims to increase
accessibility and relevance for national
stakeholders. The course is currently undergoing
national accreditation to enhance its value and
formal recognition for learners.

Sheep and Goat Pox in English. Adapted from the
tutored course delivered in 2023—2024, This
open-access version broadens access to essential
knowledge on SGP. It covers clinical and
pathological diagnosis, available diagnostic tools,
optimal sampling procedures, epidemiology,
outbreak investigation, and effective control and
eradication measures.

Lumpy Skin Disease Preparedness in English. An
adaptation of the tutored version delivered in
2020-2021, the course provides foundational
knowledge on the clinical signs, transmission
pathways, diagnosis, and control strategies for
LSD. It is particularly useful for veterinarians
involved in early detection and rapid response to
LSD outbreaks.
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https://www.vetcee.eu/accredited-vetcee-programmes
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/over-900-ruminant-veterinarians-study-strengthened-farm-biosecurity-practices/en?=sjkegthl
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/mod/page/view.php?id=6593
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/over-900-ruminant-veterinarians-study-strengthened-farm-biosecurity-practices/en?=sjkegthl
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/over-900-ruminant-veterinarians-study-strengthened-farm-biosecurity-practices/en?=sjkegthl
https://www.fao.org/europe/news/detail/over-900-ruminant-veterinarians-study-strengthened-farm-biosecurity-practices/en?=sjkegthl
https://www.fao.org/animal-health/news-events/news/detail/fao-launches-online-course-addressing-an-emerging-threat-for-small-ruminants/en

New developments:

Basic Epidemiology in English (tutored). Course
development is scheduled to start during the
second half of 2025.

Lumpy Skin Disease in Russian (open access).
Launch planned after the English adaptation is
completed.

Sheep and Goat Pox in Russian (open access).

To be launched following the English version.
Introduction to One Health in Russian (open

access). This adaptation of the open-access

Forestry Chestnut Blight in English (open access). — ]
version in English is planned for late 2025.

Course development to begin in 2025-2026.

Other:

The Virtual Learning Centers platform has been redesigned for improved user experience and regional relevance. A
Course catalogue is placed in the Resources section, while all released open access and tutored courses are listed in
the Course section.

Visit the regional VLC web page for more information on past and upcoming training opportunities.

We welcome you to share this newsletter with your networks and colleagues. To receive regular updates or share
training needs and suggestions, please contact us at REU-VLC@fao.org

https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Budapest, Hungary
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The designations employed and the presentation of material this information product do not imply the expression
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning
the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/admin/tool/custompage/view.php?id=37
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/admin/tool/custompage/view.php?id=3
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/admin/tool/custompage/view.php?id=28
mailto:REU-VLC@fao.org
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode.en
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/admin/tool/custompage/view.php?id=96
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/admin/tool/custompage/view.php?id=96
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