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1 - Introduction

Agriculture plays a significant economic and social roles in the economy of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through its contribution to Food Security, diversifica-
tion of Saudi economy, combating desertification and enhancing environmen-
tal equilibrium, creating job opportunities for rural people and raising their 
income and welfare as well as enhancing the rate of growth of the economy.

The technical co-operation between FAO and the Ministry of Agriculture 
has continued since 1950. Since 1981 the Unilateral Trust Fund Agreement 
(UTFA) signed between the Ministry of Agriculture and FAO has continued 
with renewal every 5 years up to the current UTFA 2006 – 2011. The FAO 
programme, as a development partner to the Ministry of Agriculture, has facili-
tated policy and institutional development and reforms to improve productivity, 
optimum use of resources and sustainability of agriculture including capacity 
building, supporting research orientation into high yielding suitable crop, live-
stock and fish varieties, strengthening land and water management, halting en-
vironmental degradation, introducing suitable and cost effective technologies, 
increasing farmer income and welfare and enhance food security. It includes 
14 projects within interrelated agricultural areas and with a total budget of 
USD 61,730,069.
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2. Summary of results based achievements of 
the FSO Programmes in KSA

2.1 Overview

The FAO programmes in KSA have throughout made substantive contribution 
to agricultural development in the county. They have played a recognized 
catalytic role in facilitating the realization of the spectaculars achievements of 
the agriculture sector including capacity building, problem oriented research 
development, management of natural resources particularly water and the 
country becoming self sufficient in dates, milk and table eggs and reaching 
high sufficiency rates in poultry meat (61%),vegetable (80%), fruits (60%) 
red meat (43 %) and fish (59%), (see annex for all programmes and projects 
since 1981).

The Technical Cooperation between the Ministry of Agriculture and FAO be-
gan in 1369 H (1950) when the first agreement was signed between the two 
parties. According to the agreement, an FAO mission was sent to the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia in 1371 H (1952) to study the irrigation development in 
Wadi Jazan. Later, the fields of cooperation expanded after FAO dispatched 
an advisory group to the Ministry in 1372 H (1953). A technical agreement 
was then concluded with UNDP to implement projects relating to Agricultural 
Development in Jazan, Agricultural Training in Riyadh, Agricultural Research 
in Qatif, and Veterinary Training in Hafuf. A more comprehensive cooperation 
began in 1383 H (1964) when a Technical Agreement was signed, and ac-
cordingly FAO provided the Ministry with an advisory team to provide advice 
and technical support to contribute in the development of the agricultural sec-
tor, to improve the technical performance of the departments of the Ministry, 
and to develop the technical skills of the national cadres through continuing 
training to achieve the goal of the Ministry that aimed at the replacement of 
the expatriates by national trained staff. The UNDP and other International 
Organizations contributed to the financing of this cooperation. Since 1401 
H (1981) to date the cooperation has been drastically enhanced through the 
Unilateral Trust Fund Agreement (UTFA) which is continuously renewed each 
five years.
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The Technical Cooperation Agreement (TCA) between the Ministry and FAO 
over the past years, provided a flexible tool for the Ministry to establish and 
implement the infrastructure and facilities for a number of specialized research 
and training centers, through required provision of equipment and supplies, 
and the technical expertise needed by the Ministry. Accordingly, many agricul-
tural research and training centers were established and developed. TCA also 
supported the Ministry with an advisory team in these areas. Other outputs of 
the cooperation agreements were the increase of the capacities of the staff 
at the research centers and training centers in addition to the completion of 
several studies and research programmes that have led to the development 
of policies, strategies and plans that contributed to the development of the ag-
ricultural and fishery sectors. Furthermore, the FAO programmes served as a 
learning process with fungible demonstration effects with noticeable impact on 
capacity building and agricultural productivity and sustainability.

The FAO through the Trust Fund Agreements (TFA) has contributed in estab-
lishing and developing a number of research stations, training centers and 
projects in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, namely:
•	 The Technical Cooperation Project in the fields of Agricultural Develop-

ment (UTF/SAU/002/SAU)
•	 Range and Animal Development Research Center in Al-Jouf (UTF/

SAU/008/SAU)
•	 National Centre for Horticulture Research and Development in Najran 

(UTF/SAU/006/SAU)
•	 Fish Farming Center in Jeddah (UTF/SAU/010/SAU)
•	 Agricultural Development Project in Jazan Plaines (UTF/SAU/013/

SAU)
•	 King Abdul Aziz Arabian Horse Center in Dirab
•	 Training Center on Animal Health and Production in Hofuf (UTF/

SAU/003/SAU)
•	 Soil Survey and Land Classification (UTF/SAU/015/SAU)
•	 The Establishment of Date Palm Research Center in Al-Hassa (UTF/

SAU/009/SAU)
•	 Olive Cultivation Development Unit in Al-Jouf (UTF/SAU/007/SAU)
•	 Development of Camel Breeding, Protection and Improvement Centre
•	 Improvement of Agricultural Training Centers in KSA
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•	 Support in building the required rural institutions for small scale farmers 
in KSA

•	 Assistance in preparation of strategies and plans for agricultural devel-
opment.

2.2 	The Current FAO Technical co-operation Programme 
(2006 – 2011)

The result based achievements of the current FAO Technical Co-operation Pro-
gramme (2006 – 2011) epitomize the FAO programme since its inception in 
KSA. The current programme has been designed to respond to the country 
need and priorities and to address the bottle neck to agricultural development. 
It has been anchored to the country development objectives and priorities as 
reflected in the national development strategy and plans, agriculture plan and 
stockholders needs. Furthermore, it has been developed using the participa-
tory approach through extensive discussion and consultation with concerned 
government officials, and other stake holders including farmers, private sector 
and universities and research institutions. The programme includes 14 devel-
opment projects within 5 balanced and complementary areas (for details see 
annex).

1 -	Sustainable management and development of natural resources.
2 -	Development of agricultural rural areas.
3 -	Boosting productivity, production, marketing efficiency and diversifica-

tion of production.
4 -	Upgrading the technical and quality standards to cope with international 

requirements.
5 -	Training and building of institutional capacity.

2.2.1 The sub programme of sustainable management and develop-
ment of the natural resources is composed of four projects:
1-	 Improvement of irrigation water management in KSA.
2-	 Sustainable development of irrigated agriculture in Al Hassa
3-	 Sustainable management of rangeland, forest and soil.
4-	 Preservation and improvement of the Arabian Horse in its homeland.
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This sub programme focuses on conservation and management of natural 
resources and the environment and their role in agricultural development. 
Achievements include evaluation of irrigation practices and improvements, es-
tablishing an integrated unit for Geographic Information System, mapping of 
soil salinity in Al Hassa region, establishment of extension and pilot field, train-
ing, co-ordination of irrigation research in the agricultural research centers, 
monitoring of ground water through drilling 100 wells in Al Hassa , assistance 
in preparation of national plan and strategy for forest, monitor and rehabilitate 
the ecosystem of Juniper plant, developed soil laboratories, improvement of 
the Arabian horse breed through selective breeding to preserve the authentic 
strains of the desert and organization of publicity tours and publication of the 
culture and heritage of the Arabian Horse.

2.2.2 The sub programme on the development of agricultural rural 
areas is implemented through the project support of the rural 
institutions raising productive efficiency and diversifying agri-
cultural activities of small scale farmers in the rural areas.

The achievements include: establishment and strengthening of the agricultural 
producers association and institution including development of agricultural and 
services related co-operatives, raising the productive efficiency and diversify-
ing the activities and products of small scale farmers, training all level, institu-
tional capacity building, initiation of programmes for rural finance to support 
small scale producers.

2.2.3 The sub programme on increasing productivity, production, 
marketing efficiency and diversification of production is com-
posed of 6 projects:
1-	 Establishment of a Date Palm Research Center in Al-Hassa.
2-	 Development of Tropical and Subtropical Fruits in Jazan and Tihama 

Plaines.
3-	 Strengthening the National Centre for Horticultural Research and De-

velopment (NCHRD) in Narjan.
4-	 Development of Production, Processing and Marketing of Olive in 

the KSA.
5-	 Camel Breeding, Protection and Improvement Centre in the KSA.
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6-	 Support to the Fish Farming Center Jeddah, KSA.

The achievements of the sub programme include:
1-	 Determination of water requirement of the date palm
2-	 Improving productivity and preservation of germplasm
3-	 Development of date palm tissue culture laboratory
3-	 Development of integrated pest control system for date palm
4-	 Extension
5-	 Training for upgrading of skills at all levels
6-	 Institutional capacity building
7-	 Problem of oriented research
8-	 Establishment of laboratories relating tropical and subtropical fruits, 

soil, postharvest losses and pest and diseases.

The achievements of the sub programme also include identification of suitable 
climatic areas for the development of olive production, rehabilitation of in-
frastructure and development of facilities including an air conditioned green 
house, development of a pilot unit for oil extraction, development of laboratory 
for quality control. They also included development of facilities for horticulture 
research in Najran including development and improvement of production and 
post harvest, soil and water and plant protection as well as establishment of bi-
ological control unit. In addition, the achievements also covered development 
and improvement for camels breeding inter alia, establishment of reception 
clinics for camels, development and improvement of Al-Jouf camel and range 
research centre laboratories and enhancing the productivity of some range 
cites by equipping them with irrigated sprinklers. In support of the fish farming 
centre in Jeddah, a number of achievements have been realized including de-
velopment of infrastructure such as research laboratories and rehabilitation of 
fish hatching laboratories and breeding mothers of Asian Sea Bass, Alsijan fish, 
three species of marine fish kosher, development of fish farming and develop-
ment and raising production of shrimps.

2.2.4 The sub programme on upgrading the technical and quality 
standards to cope with the international requirements deals 
with the economic aspects of agricultural development with 
particular emphasis on issues relating to the strengthening of 
food safety and quality standards. It includes two projects
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•	 Animal Quarantines and import requirements
•	 Capacity building in integrated plant health management

The achievements in animal quarantines include development of operational 
standards of quarantines and border inspection points at land, sea and air en-
trances, development and rehabilitation of infrastructure and facilities includ-
ing rehabilitation of the incinerator of Al Khumra Quarantine in Jeddah and 
establishment of comprehensive automatic unit for cleaning and disinfection 
of the transportation of cattle in KSA. With regard to the project on capacity 
building in integrated plant health management, the achievements could be 
summarized in development of infrastructure and facilities including establish-
ment of 3 laboratories for breeding natural enemies of pests, conducting stud-
ies on current situations of pesticides in the Kingdom, analysis of pesticides 
residues and identification of natural enemies of pests in KSA.

2.2.5 The sub programme component of improving Agricultural 
Training Centers in KSA has several achievements chief 
among which are: 

rehabilitation of the infrastructure for the training development centers in 
Riyadh, Al-Hassa and Al-Qaseem, standardization of the training skills and 
procedures, planning training activities, design and preparation of curricula 
and package and supervision of training programmes which all have been 
learnt and practiced by the concerned senior staff and specialist through 10 
training courses attended by 183 participants, training of selected groups of 
working staff in the Ministry in the fields of methodologies, methods and tools 
for design, preparation, implementation and evaluation of programmes and 
planning scientific research and agricultural research and training, specialized 
training in technical fields and language proficiency by holding 58 training 
courses attended by 1060 participants and organization of study tours abroad 
to expose the ministry officials to international experience.

It is worth mentioning at this juncture that all projects in the programme includ-
ed achievements relative to training locally and abroad, study tours, in service 
training extension, documentations.
Among the additional achievements of the programme are: immediate re-
sponse to the ministry call for assistance in case of emergencies such avian flu, 
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rift valley disease, sudden camel diseases, etc., provision of advisory services 
and technical assistance on request to the Ministry on policy and emerging 
development issues, substantive assistance in the preparation of Agricultural 
Development Strategy for the Kingdom.

It could be concluded that the programme has recognized noticeable impact 
on agricultural development in the Kingdom. It has played a significant catalyt-
ic role in robust improvements in capacity building at all levels and in enhanc-
ing productivity and sustainability of the agricultural sector. 
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3. Information on Projects of the  Technical Co-
operation Agreement between the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia and the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations

Annex (1) provides information on projects of the Technical Cooperation Pro-
gramme since its inception on 1982. The projects were designed through a 
consultative process with major key partners taking into consideration the na-
tional agricultural development policies and strategies and the identified priori-
ties of the Ministry of Agriculture. 
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4. Success stories

4.1 Establishment of trained, qualified and effective 
        national manpower in agriculture

Training and qualifying the national manpower in agriculture has reflected a 
noticeable positive impact on building the technical and professional capacities 
of the Saudi nationals.   It significantly increased the numbers of the competent 
national staff at the Ministry of Agriculture. Thus, the agricultural development 
requirements for qualified national staff and replenishment of the deficiency in 
competent scientists and national expertise were largely met. Furthermore, the 
philosophy of building the capacities of the national staff was revolutionized 
based on needs assessment, quality impact and the future agriculture strategies 
of the Ministry of Agriculture.     
 
Taking the above into consideration and to exemplify the milestone and suc-
cess of building the capacities of the Saudi national staff in agriculture, a total 
of 3638 Saudis were qualified through 235 training courses, workshops and 
study tours during the 2006-2011 Technical Cooperation Programme. The 
study tours covered more than 15 countries with comparative advantage in 
several agricultural fields and located in North Africa, Europe, Australia, South 
East Asia, the Caribbean and the Middle East. Furthermore, the national staff 
was quite capable technically and professionally to effectively contribute in 
developing the planning strategies of the agricultural sector throughout the 
Kingdom, particularly the Strategy for Sustainable Development of Agriculture 
(SSDA) and the Agricultural and Rural Development Future Visions. 

4.2 Development of physical infrastructure

One of the phenomenal success stories is the development of a number of 
research and training centres, biotechnology laboratories (Date Palm Tissue 
Culture Laboratory) and modern olive oil processing unit with modern olive oil 
laboratory. in the Kingdom during the past years. These specialized institutions 
have effectively assisted the Ministry of Agriculture to build the capacities of 
the Saudi nationals,  develop an efficient scientific research system and provide 
healthy and true to type tissue culture date palm plants. Annex (2) shows the 
names of the research and training institutions.   
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The National Centre for Horticultural Research and Development (NCHRD) in 
Najran

 

Citrus propagation nursery in NCHRD
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Pilot research olive oil processing unit with modern laboratory equipment for   

  analysis of olive oil                 

Modern facilities for propagation of olive
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 Tissue culture laboratory for date palm

4.3 Natural Resources

4.3.1 Soil and water 
The development of the extension techniques, systems and data for irrigation 
was one of the most important pillars of the Technical Cooperation Programme. 
The following introductions made significant impacts on the irrigation sector:

•	 Lysimeters to determine water requirements in the date palm, citrus and 
tropical fruit crops.

•	 Modern techniques for irrigated scheduling (automatic weather stations)
•	 Laboratories for monitoring treated waste-water quality
•	 Professional use of advanced equipment for mapping soil properties

 

Lysimeters for crop water requirements measurements
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Lysimeters for crop water requirements

4.4 Sustainable development of agricultural crops

FAO has played a fundamental role in the introduction of new crop varieties 
to the Kingdom. The adapted commercial varieties have generated sizable in-
comes to small farmers, appropriately modified the cropping systems in certain 
regions of the Kingdom and reduced their annual imports. The following table 
shows the introduced commercial crops:

The introduction of new crops to potentially adaptable areas in the Kingdom is 
a continuous process that takes in consideration the limitation of underground 
water in the Kingdom.  

Through the relating projects of the Technical Cooperation Programme, well 

Crops
Citrus (Citrus sp.)
Mango (Mangifera indica L.)
Guava (Psidium guajava L.)
Papaya (Carica papaya L.)
Figs (Ficus carica L.)
Pineapple (Ananas comosus L.)
Olive (Olea europaea L.)

Number of varieties
125
34
3
3
4
3

30
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protected gene banks to preserve the genetical resources of date palm (Phoe-
nix dactylifera L.), citrus, mango, olive, guava, papaya, figs and pineapple 
were established. The gene banks of date palm includes all date varieties from 
the different parts of the Kingdom in addition to commercial international ones. 
All gene banks provide rich source for genetically certified high yielding and 
high quality commercial varieties.  
       

Date palm collection blocks at the Date Palm Research Centre- Alhassa

Date palm collection blocks at the Date Palm Research Centre- Alhassa
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Olive collection block at Al Jouf

 

Citrus collection block at NCHRD

4.5 Generation of Technologies

4.5.1 Introduction and improvement of production and pollination 
techniques of date palm

Mechanical pollination of date palm was introduced after successful experi-
mentations over the past few years. The technique which drastically reduced 
time and costs of pollination in addition to ability for timely pollinating the 
palms, has gradually been adopted by the small and large farms.
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Mechanical Pollination of Date Palm

4.5.2 Biological control in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

FAO has successfully introduced and promoted biological control of major 
insects and mites using natural enemies in greenhouses’ vegetable produc-
tion, mites and Lepidoptera pests on date palm in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Through rigorous efforts of the FAO concerned project, local natural enemies 
were identified and locally mass produced. The private sector has successfully 
adopted the approach and the use of chemical pesticides has gradually de-
clined. 
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First record in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia of an endemic biological control 
agent  
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 Annex 1
Names of the research and training institutions

Research/training Centres
Camel Breeding, Protection and Improve-
ment Centre in KSA
Range and animal development research 
centre in Al Jouf
Fish Farming Center
National Date Palm Research Centre
The National Centre for Horticultural 
Research and Development (NCHRD) in 
Najran
Agricultural Research Centre in Jazan
Training centre on animal health and pro-
duction in Hofuf
Olive Cultivation Development Unit
King Abdul Aziz Arabian Centre
Agricultural Training Centre
Agricultural Training Centre
Agricultural Training Centre

Location
AlJouf

Al Jouf

Jeddah
Al-Hassa
Najran

Jazan
Hofuf

Al-Jouf
Dirab

Riyadh
Al Hassa

Al Qassim
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L
ist of Projects inplem

ented in Saudi A
rabia since 1982 

  
  

  
  

  
  

Sym
bol 

Title 
O

bjectives 
EO

D
 

N
TE 

Total B
udget, 

U
SD

 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/002/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
A

ssistance in A
gricultural 

D
evelopm

ent (Forestry E
lem

ent) 
A

ssistance in Foprestry D
evelopm

ent  
1982-01 

2001-12 
2,654,766 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/015/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
N

ational S
oil S

urvey and Land 
C

lassification (D
ollars A/C

) 
To assist in N

ational S
oil S

urvey and Land C
lassification 

1984-01 
1997-02 

3,318,795 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/016/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
R

egional C
entre for A

gricult. and 
W

ater R
esearch R

iyals A/C
 

To assist R
egional C

entre for A
gricult. and W

ater R
esearch 

1986-01 
1996-10 

1,901,509 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/002/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
A

ssistance In A
gricultural 

D
evelopm

ent (R
iyals A

/C
)(R

iyals 
A

/C
) 

G
eneral U

m
brella: to receive technical assistance in various areas 

of agricultural developm
ent 

2001-08 
2006-12 

18,263,522 

S
A

U
/85/002/  /01/12 

M
anpow

er in A
griculture 

M
anpow

er in A
griculture 

1986-01 
1993-12 

2,080,204 
U

TFN
/SA

U
/015/S

A
U

 / 
/580 

N
ational S

oil S
urvey and Land 

C
lassif. (P

hase II) R
iyals A

/C
 

To assist in N
ational S

oil S
urvey and Land C

lassification 
(additional) 

1986-01 
1993-07 

3,016,124 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/006/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
N

ajran C
itrus R

esearch and D
ev. 

C
entre (P

hase II) R
iyals A/C

 
FA

O
 shall provide advice and technical support for the achievem

ent 
of the M

inistry’s objectives in the developm
ent of the sectors of 

A
griculture, R

esearch, W
ater, Fisheries and Irrigation and the 

im
provem

ent of the technical perform
ance of different departm

ents 
of the M

inistry according to their requirem
ents. 

1999-02 
2006-12 

20,063,376 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/006/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
N

ajran C
itrus R

esearch and 
D

evelopm
ent C

entre (P
hase II A

nd 
III) (D

ollars Account) 

To strengthen the institutional and technical capacities of the 
N

ational C
entre for H

orticultural R
esearch and D

evelopm
ent to 

prom
ote a citrus industry in the Kingdom

 on a sustainable base. 

1999-02 
2007-04 

5,481,788 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/008/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
R

ange and A
nim

al D
ev. C

entre Al 
Jouf (P

hase II and III) (R
iyals 

A
ccount) 

E
stablish a R

ange and A
nim

al R
esearch C

entre at A
l-Jouf 

1999-02 
2006-12 

19,615,940 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/008/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
R

ange and A
nim

al R
esearch C

entre 
A

l Jouf (P
hase II and III) (D

ollars 
A

ccount) 

E
stablish a R

ange and A
nim

al R
esearch C

entre at A
l-Jouf 

1999-02 
2007-04 

7,444,234 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/013/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
W

adi Jizan D
evelopm

ent (P
hase V

 
A

nd VI) (R
iyals Account) 

To strengthen the institutional capacity of the H
akm

a E
xperim

ental 
S

tation to develop M
ango industry and other fruits on sustainable 

basis 

1986-01 
2006-12 

17,959,346 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/013/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
W

adi Jizan D
evelopm

ent (P
hase V

 
A

nd VI) (D
ollars A

ccount) 
To strengthen the institutional capacity of the H

akm
a E

xperim
ental 

S
tation to develop M

ango industry and other fruits on sustainable 
basis 

1986-01 
2007-04 

3,085,475 

Sym
bol

Title
O

bjectives
EO

D
N

TE
Total 

Budget, U
SD
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 S

A
U

/81/009/  /38/01 
A

gricultural P
lanning 

To asssist in A
gricultural P

lanning 
1987-01 

1996-05 
211,350 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/010/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
Fish Farm

ing C
entre (P

hase II) 
(D

ollars Account) 
To continue to create a national technical staff, provide, strengthen 
and up-grade technically advanced and adaptable aquaculture 
research and dem

onstration facilities in order to continue to 
effectively and efficiently support the national aquaculture industry 
w

ith extension services. A
lso conduct pilot-scale or sem

i-
com

m
ercial production, develop new

 techniques, provide seeds, 
advice and guidance to local investors and entrepreneurs for 
grow

th and undertake training of personnel to m
eet the grow

ing 
dem

ands. 

1987-01 
2007-04 

2,293,687 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/010/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
Fish Farm

ing C
entre (P

hase II and 
III) (R

iyals Account) 
To continue to create a national technical staff, provide, strengthen 
and up-grade technically advanced and adaptable aquaculture 
research and dem

onstration facilities in order to continue to 
effectively and efficiently support the national aquaculture industry 
w

ith extension services. A
lso conduct pilot-scale or sem

i-
com

m
ercial production, develop new

 techniques, provide seeds, 
advice and guidance to local investors and entrepreneurs for 
grow

th and undertake training of personnel to m
eet the grow

ing 
dem

ands. 

1987-01 
2006-12 

12,608,555 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/011/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
G

enetic C
onservation of A

rabian 
H

orse (P
hase IV

) D
lrs A

/C
 

G
enetic C

onservation of A
rabian H

orse  
1988-01 

1993-03 
69,647 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/011/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
G

enetic C
onservation of A

rabian 
H

orse (P
hase III) R

iyals A/C
 

G
enetic C

onservation of A
rabian H

orse (additional) 
1988-01 

1996-10 
366,835 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/011/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
G

enetic C
onservation of A

rabian 
H

orse (P
hase IV

) R
iyals A

/C
 

G
enetic C

onservation of A
rabian H

orse (additional) 
1988-01 

1996-10 
351,305 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/003/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
S

audi A
rabia - V

eterinary and A
nim

al 
P

roduction C
entre 

S
audi A

rabia - V
eterinary and A

nim
al P

roduction C
entre 

1988-01 
1991-01 

5,399,807 

S
A

U
/88/001/  /38/01 

D
evelopm

ent P
lanning 

D
evelopm

ent P
lanning 

1988-01 
1996-05 

254,459 
U

TFN
/SA

U
/016/S

A
U

 / 
/290 

R
egional C

entre for A
gricult. and 

W
ater R

esearch D
lrs A/C

 
R

egional C
entre for A

gricult. and W
ater R

esearch (additional) 
1989-12 

1996-10 
3,431,377 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/015/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
N

ational S
oil S

urvey and Land 
C

lassific. (P
hase II) D

lrs A
/C

 
N

ational S
oil S

urvey and Land C
lassific.  

1989-12 
1997-02 

2,617,961 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/015/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
N

ational S
oil S

urvey and Land 
C

lassification (P
hase III and IV

) 
(D

ollars Account) 

To assist in N
ational S

oil S
urvey and Land C

lassification 
(additional) 

1990-01 
2001-12 

3,098,938 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/015/S
A

U
 / 

/580 
N

ational S
oil S

urvey and Land 
C

lassification (P
hase III and IV

) 
(R

iyals Account) 

To assist in N
ational S

oil S
urvey and Land C

lassification 
(additional) 

1990-01 
2001-12 

2,847,083 
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bjectives
EO

D
N

TE
Total 

Budget, U
SD

22 
 S

A
U

/90/007/  /38/01 
D

evelopm
ent P

lanning A
dvisory 

S
ervice 

D
evelopm

ent P
lanning A

dvisory Service 
1991-04 

1992-04 
284,999 

S
A

U
/92/002/  /01/01 

S
trengthening of D

evelopm
ent 

P
lanning C

apabilities 
S

trengthening of D
evelopm

ent Planning C
apabilities 

1992-01 
1995-01 

888,394 

S
A

U
/92/002/  /38/01 

D
evelopm

ent P
lanning A

dvisory 
S

ervices 
D

evelopm
ent P

lanning A
dvisory Services 

1992-06 
1993-04 

2,811 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/002/S
A

U
 / 

/290 
A

ssistance in A
gricultural 

D
evelopm

ent (D
ollars A/C

) 
G

eneral U
m

brella: to receive technical assistance in various areas 
of agricultural developm

ent 
2001-08 

2011-12 
82,332,792 

TC
P

/S
A

U
/0165 

O
pportunities for A

gricultural 
Investm

ents in Jizan A
rea and 

Tiham
a P

lains 

The objective of the project is to prepare P
roject P

rofiles that w
ould 

provide guidance for the agricultural and fisheries developm
ent of 

Jizan area and Tiham
at Plains in order to attract national and 

international private investors to the area. 

2001-05 
2003-03 

179,000 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/007/S
A

U
 

O
live Industry D

evelopm
ent (P

hase 
I) 

To strengthen the national capability for the developm
ent of the 

olive industry in K
ingdom

 of S
audi A

rabia on sustainable basis, in 
support of existing initiatives for production of high quality olive oil 
according to international quality standards. 
  

2005-09 
2007-04 

802,300 

U
TFN

/SA
U

/009/S
A

U
 

E
stablishm

ent of D
ate P

alm
 

R
esearch C

entre, A
l-H

assa (P
hase I) 

To enhance and strengthen the institutional and technical 
capabilities of the N

ational C
entre for D

ate P
alm

 R
esearch and 

D
evelopm

ent/A
l-H

assa (N
C

D
P

R
D

 and ensure the efficient 
functioning of the C

entre to develop the D
ate P

alm
 plantation and 

industry in the K
ingdom

 of S
audi Arabia on solid scientific base. 

2005-07 
2007-04 

918,125 

U
TF /S

A
U

/018/S
A

U
 

D
evelopm

ent of Tropical and S
ub-

tropical Fruit in Jazan and Tiham
a 

P
laines 

The m
ain goal of this project is to enhance and strengthen the 

institutional and technical capacity of Jazan A
griculture R

esearch 
C

enter (JA
R

C
) to m

eet the needs of rapidly grow
ing tropical and 

subtropical fruit industry in the region and other non-traditional 
areas on sustainable basis. 

2007-09 
2011-12 

3,410,399 

U
TF /S

A
U

/019/S
A

U
 

S
trengthening the N

ational C
entre 

for H
orticultural R

esearch and 
D

evelopm
ent (N

C
H

R
D

) in N
ajran 

To collaborate in the attainm
ent of self-sufficiency on horticultural 

products through the strengthening of the institutional and technical 
capacities of the N

C
H

R
D

 to prom
ote a citrus and selected fruit 

industries in the K
ingdom

 on a sustainable base. 

2007-05 
2011-12 

3,801,920 
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23 
 U

TF /S
A

U
/025/S

A
U

 
C

apacity B
uilding in Integrated P

lant 
H

ealth  M
anagem

ent 
The overall developm

ent objective of the project is to im
prove 

conditions of food safety, efficient and sustainable agricultural 
production, occupational health and agro-biodiversity conservation. 
The project's contributions tow

ard achieving this goal w
ill be evident 

in a reversal of the current trend of increasing use of hazardous 
agrochem

icals. This w
ill result in increased access to safe food, 

reduced incidences of harm
ful effects of hazardous agrochem

icals, 
and im

proved land quality and biodiversity. 

2007-06 
2011-12 

3,599,504 

U
TF /S

A
U

/027/S
A

U
 

Im
provem

ent of A
gricultural Training 

C
entres in the K

ingdom
 of S

audi 
A

rabia 

The m
ain goal of this project is to im

prove the contribution of 
currently em

ployed staff of the M
inistry of A

griculture in the 
agricultural sector developm

ent in the Kingdom
 of S

audi A
rabia. 

2007-03 
2011-12 

3,330,431 

U
TF /S

A
U

/023/S
A

U
 

A
nim

al Q
uarantines and Im

port 
R

equirem
ents 

To m
inim

ize the risk of introduction of anim
al diseases from

 im
ports 

of live anim
als and anim

al products into the KSA
 and thus 

safeguard hum
an and anim

al health. 

2007-03 
2011-12 

3,284,370 

U
TF /S

A
U

/012/S
A

U
 

S
ustainable D

evelopm
ent for 

Irrigated A
griculture in A

l-H
assa 

The goal of the project is to assist H
ID

A
 to achieve sustainable 

developm
ent for its irrigated agriculture. The long-term

 objective is 
to strengthen and build its H

ID
A

 capacity for m
anaging irrigation 

w
ater dem

ands. 

2007-07 
2011-12 

3,542,005 

U
TF /S

A
U

/031/S
A

U
 

P
rogram

m
e C

oordination U
nit 

E
stablishm

ent of the P
C

U
 that w

ill provide support to the new
 

Technical C
ooperation A

greem
ent w

ith FA
O

. 
2007-03 

2011-12 
15,693,330 

U
TF /S

A
U

/011/S
A

U
 

Im
provem

ent of Irrigation W
ater 

M
anagem

ent in the K
ingdom

 of 
S

audi A
rabia 

The m
ain goal of this proposal is to achieve a sustainable irrigation 

w
ater use through the rational, efficient and effective planning and 

m
anagem

ent of irrigation w
ater, w

ith due consideration to 
preserving the current irrigated area, balancing w

ater supply and 
dem

and and prom
oting the efficiency and productivity of w

ater use. 

2007-08 
2011-12 

3,464,040 

U
TF /S

A
U

/021/S
A

U
 

C
am

el B
reeding, P

rotection and 
Im

provem
ent C

entre in N
orthern 

R
egion of the Kingdom

 

The objective of the present proposal is to establish and organize 
research and developm

ent centre of high international standards 
w

ith the necessary infrastructure, scientific equipm
ents and 

personnel in order to im
prove cam

el productions and health and to 
preserve the related historical and socio-cultural patrim

ony of S
audi 

A
rabians. The project intends to bridge m

ajor gaps of inform
ation 

and data, coordinate and support research institutional fram
ew

ork 
and upgrade the skills of the national cadre. It is expected to 
enhance the overall research capacity and collaborative activities. 

2007-07 
2011-12 

4,274,680 
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24 
 U

TF /S
A

U
/016/S

A
U

 
D

evelopm
ent of P

roduction, 
P

rocessing and M
arketing of O

live in 
The K

ingdom
 of S

audi A
rabia (P

hase 
II) 

To strengthen the national capability for the developm
ent of the 

olive industry in K
ingdom

 of S
audi A

rabia on sustainable basis, in 
support of existing initiatives for production of high quality olives 
and olive oil according to international quality standards. 

2007-05 
2011-12 

2,895,650 

U
TF /S

A
U

/015/S
A

U
 

E
stablishm

ent of a D
ate P

alm
 

R
esearch C

enter in A
l-H

assa (P
hase 

II) 

To enhance and strengthen the institutional and technical 
capabilities of the N

ational C
entre for D

ate P
alm

 R
esearch and 

D
evelopm

ent/A
l-H

assa (N
C

D
P

R
D

) and ensure the efficient 
functioning of the C

entre to develop the D
ate P

alm
 plantation and 

industry in the K
ingdom

 of S
audi Arabia on solid scientific base 

2007-05 
2011-12 

3,656,572 

U
TF /S

A
U

/033/S
A

U
 

P
reservation and Im

provem
ent of 

A
rabian H

orse in its H
om

eland 
The P

rim
ary objective of the A

rabian horse project is to preserve 
the heritage of the A

rabian horse in its hom
eland w

hile im
proving 

the quality of the bloodstock. The current breeding program
 at 

K
AA

H
C

 consists of O
riginal S

audi D
esert B

red lines as w
ell as 

m
ore m

odern non-D
esert B

red lines. D
evelopm

ent of flat racing and 
endurance racing w

ill also be achieved in the next five years. 
Em

phasis m
ust be placed on training and em

ploying S
audi 

N
ationals, per the G

overnm
ent's Saudization program

. 

2007-03 
2011-12 

2,674,710 

U
TF /S

A
U

/014/S
A

U
 

S
upport of the R

ural A
gricultural 

Institutions, R
aising P

roductivity 
E

fficiency and D
iversifying 

A
gricultural A

ctivities of Sm
all S

cale 
Farm

ers in R
ural A

reas 

The m
ain goal of the project is to enhance the living conditions of 

the sm
all-sm

all scale farm
ers through com

m
unity and producer-

based participatory sustainable rural developm
ent in KSA

. 

2007-07 
2011-12 

3,480,987 

U
TF /S

A
U

/017/S
A

U
 

S
upport to the Fish Farm

ing C
enter, 

Jeddah, K
ingdom

 of S
audi A

rabia 
The m

ain developm
ent objective of this project is an advanced 

version of the earlier objective is to continue to create a national 
technical staff, provide, strengthen and up-grade technically 
advanced and adaptable aquaculture research and dem

onstration 
facilities in order to continue to effectively and efficiently support the 
national aquaculture industry w

ith extension services. A
lso conduct 

pilot-scale or sem
i-com

m
ercial production, develop new

 techniques, 
provide seeds, advice and guidance to local investors and 
entrepreneurs for grow

th and undertake training of personnel to 
m

eet the grow
ing dem

ands. 

2007-03 
2011-12 

3,627,885 

U
TF /S

A
U

/035/S
A

U
 

Im
proving A

nim
al D

isease and 
V

accine P
roduction in the K

ingdom
 

of S
audi A

rabia 

The goal of the project is to contribute to achieving national 
developm

ent objectives to protect hum
an and anim

al health and 
increase livestock productivity. 

2009-07 
2011-12 

4,041,866 

Total 
46 projects 

  
  

  
288,622,853 

F A O   –   K   S   A



25

F A O   –   K   S   A



FAO Technical Cooperation Programme in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Ministry of Agriculture, Airport Road, Riyadh 11195, Saudi Arabia

Tel: +966 14016666         Fax: +966 1 4031415
E-mail: moait@moa.gov.sa

MOA Website: http://www.moa.gov.sa
FAO HQ Website: http://www.fao.org

FAO Near East Website: http://neareast.fao.org

BA0015E/1/08.11

ISBN 978-92-5-106945-5

9 7 8 9 2 5 1 0 6 9 4 5 5


